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ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND

JANUARY, 1903 .

Life on a South African Army T.P.O.

D

URING the second stage of the War in South Africa the

Army Post Office organised a system of Travelling Post

Offices on the main lines of railway. From Naauwpoort,

Cape Colony, the routes extended northwards through

Bloemfontein , Kroonstad, Elandsfontein, and Pretoria to Pietersburg.

From Pretoria eastwards there were branch T.P.O.'s to Komati

Poort , and also from Elandsfontein to Johannesburg, Klerksdorp ,

and through to Natal . The following notes describing the work and

some of the conditions under which it had to be performed may

perhaps prove of interest to readers of the St. Martin's-le-Grand .

In South Africa the T.P.O.'s were post offices in a more complete

sense than at home. In England the work of a T.P.O. consists in

taking up , sorting, and distributing mails. In addition to this work

the South African T.P.O.'s sold postage stamps, postal orders, and

registered letter envelopes. A stock of stamps, &c. , sometimes of the

value of £300 , was carried. This was due to the fact that the Army

post offices were far apart , and troops stationed in the districts lying

between them had to depend for their supply of stamps, postal

orders, &c . , on the mailman , or, as Tommy Atkins called him , the

" postman."

The work on the various T.P.O.'s was very similar in character ;

but the large mails from the Base Army Post Office at Cape Town

were dealt with chiefly in the T.P.O.'s between Naauwpoort and

Pretoria . Elandsfontein is the junction for the Natal , Klerksdorp and

Johannesburg lines, and had the heaviest bag transfers, hundreds of

bags being dealt with daily.

The Cape Colony and Orange Free State trips were very

uninteresting. The country in these two colonies to be seen from

the railway is almost devoid of picturesqueness.
There are few

kopjes to vary the view, and the eye soon tires of one continuous

plain covered with coarse grass . The two most interesting runs were

the Northern and the Far Eastern .

(2)
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THE NORTHERN T.P.O.

The distance from Pretoria to Pietersburg is between 180 and

190 miles, and the run occupied two days . Starting from Pretoria

at 6 a.m. , the mail, train arrived at Pietersburg by 7 p.m. the same

- day, and.camanenced the return journey to Pretoria at 6 a.m. the

followingmorning. The railway system in South Africa, as is doubtless

wen köçwni,is worked avith a single line ; and it is therefore necessary

in the case of trains travelling in opposite directions for one to be

shunted on to a loop line while the other passes. This operation is

termed “ crossing, ” and with mail trains always occurred at the same

CUSTOMS

TRANSFERRING ARMY MAILS AT ELANDSFONTEIN .

place. Thus, as a T.P.O. left Pretoria daily, an up and a down

train crossed every day about midway, namely, at Nylstroom .

Letters and newspapers had frequently to be thrown out at

blockhouses, which were situated at intervals of 2] furlongs along

the line, and were numbered according to their distance from

Pretoria ; but between stations there was generally little else to do

but look at the scenery and make the acquaintance of any passengers

travelling on the train . The people preferred by our men were, I

may add, those who were more generous with refreshments than

words, and freehanded spirits of this kind were termed “ nuggets."

On the Northern line they were fortunately not scarce.

On arrival at a station there was much to do in the way of

transferring correspondence and selling stock . Before the train

1
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drew up it was boarded by soldiers claiming simultaneous attention ,

and in spite of the counterman's utmost efforts it was often not until

the train was moving that his carriage was clear. All business was

supposed to be transacted with the Post Orderly alone ; but Tommy

liked to make his own purchases, and the “ postman ” rarely said him

nay. At Nylstroom , where the Down T.P.O. was always waiting

to cross , it was customary for the mail officers to interchange

greetings, and discuss the latest news ; and the run was then

continued to Pietersburg, through a country of bush veldt, very

hilly and altogether most interesting. At a distance of 162 kilo

metres from Pretoria the graves of some Boer train-wreckers are

visible, but much as the T.P.O. man admired a brave enemy he

could not bring himself to weep at the tombs of these pitiless

wretches. The train does not stop at Moord Drift, but the postman

had , nevertheless, to take in a haversack full of letters. To do this

he stood on the step of his coach and as the train dashed by took the

haversack from the soldier who was standing at the side of the track

with his arm extended and the haversack hanging on his wristma

primitive form indeed of the mail-bag apparatus which has reached

such a high state of development in England.

On arrival at Pietersburg the train was met by the men from the

Army P.O., who carried the bags to the office near the line. The

T.P.O. man now sat down to a substantial repast, which , needless to

say, after the “ Maconochie ration ,” which was a never-varying item

in the travelling man's menu, proved very acceptable.

cards followed , and when bed -time arrived the “ postman

to his carriage, spread his blankets and slept until 6 a.m. The first

station on the return journey-- Marabastad — is near Pietersburg ; and

the soldiers in the blockhouse there were gluttons for stamps, or

anything that came their way. The blockhouse was termed by the

inmates “ The Marabastad Hotel,” and the signboard from the

neighbouring house of refreshment bearing that name was boldly

displayed to the world over the blockhouse door.
Pretoria was

reached about 7 p.m., and having delivered the mails, the " travelling

man ” drew his allowance of beer and retired for his two days' rest .

of

The FAR EASTERN T.P.O.

For interest and beautiful scenery this trip eclipsed all the others ;

but on the other hand it involved the most danger. It extended

through the Low Veldt, and it was almost impossible for the

travelling men to escape the malarial fever. In the earlier stages of
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the war Waterval Boven was the starting point of this T.P.O. The

town is at the termination of the High Veldt, and Waterval Onder

(the next station on the line) is the first place on the Low Veldt . A

distance of only about two miles separates these points; but Waterval

Onder is several thousands of feet lower than Boven . The gradient

is so steep that one ordinary engine is quite unable to take a single

truck either up or down ; and the rack and pinion system so familiar

the mountain railways of Switzerland has therefore beenon

E

RESULTઘરમા.

SORTING ROOM OF THE BASE ARMY POST OFFICE , CAPE Toux .

introduced . A great part of the track has been cut and blasted

through solid rock . Several sharp curves are met with after emerging

from the tunnel, and the fifteen minutes' ride is obviously a dangerous

one, as a train leaving the metals would go over a precipice into the

Krocodil River several hundreds of feet below .

The T.P.O. man on this route was provided with a closed truck

fitted with a table and a nest of boxes , and he slept in this truck the

night before he commenced his journey. Perhaps it would be more

correct to say that he tried to sleep , for the mail train was made up

over-night, and the consequent shunting operations were by no

means gently done . In one of the trucks the bed was a couple of

mail bags fastened to two poles, which were supported on wooden
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blocks nailed to each side of the truck. This was to all appearance

a comfortable bed, but was in reality a rather treacherous couch ; for

when shunting began , soon after the “ postman ” had turned in for

the night, the blocks were apt to be carried away by the shock, and

the sleeper somewhat violently transferred to the floor. At 6 a.m.

the mail train started , and in the course of the trip passed through

some of the grandest scenery in South Africa. The line, on account

of the mountainous nature of the country, is extremely tortuous . It

winds its way round and up immense kopjes, and the train often runs

along the edge of a precipice with the Krocodil River foaming and

dashing over huge granite rocks in the valley below.

The up and down mail trains crossed at Hector Spruit, about an

hour's run from Komati Poort , which was reached by the down

train about i p.m. For the next 22 hours the postman's truck was

his home, and he hailed with delight the commencement of the

return journey at li a.m. the following day. To a T.P.O. man

Komati Poort was perhaps the worst place in South Africa . At any

time he was in danger of being stricken with fever, his nights were

made uncomfortable by mosquitoes and fever flies, his days were

dreary, and any cooking that was wanted had to be done by himself

at the niggers' fire. This was all the more exasperating, as Portuguese

territory where good food and drink could be bought was only a few

miles away , but was forbidden ground to the mailman .

On a return trip a great feature of the journey after darkness set

in was the veldt fires. The country afforded good cover for an enemy,

for it was profusely clothed with vegetation . This was therefore

destroyed by burning . A veldt fire at night was a fine spectacle.

Often the front of the fire extended a mile, appearing like a gigantic

fiery serpent gliding over the plain and round the kopjes . Tommy

Atkins treated the “ postman ” well on this line, giving him pumpkins,

and any eatables he could spare, but he often asked great things in

return . One night as the mail train was slowing down into

Elandshoek station the “ postman ” observed four soldiers struggling

along the platform with a heavy case, somewhat resembling a large

coffin . Directly the train stopped they hoisted it with much labour

into the mail van , and demanded its conveyance to Durban by parcel

post. Upon examination it proved to be a bass viol protected by

stout boards, and, as the weight was between 30 and 40 lb. , and the

l'arcel Post maximum was 11 lb., their request was courteously

refused . The Tommies were greatly put out. Their remarks on the

ridiculous inadequacy of the Parcel Post service in South Africa were
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more forcible than polite, and it was only when the train was on the

move that they decided to remove their treasure trove. When running

to time the mail reached Waterval Onder at 7 p.m. The bags, stock

box, &c. , had to be carried to the office, and the traveller balanced

his accounts, transferred his stock to the man leaving the following

morning, and looked forward to a day's rest.

Altogether travelling life was more pleasant than that in an Army

P.O. There was far less monotony to contend with, and a travelling

man whilst on a trip was his own master, and his carriage was exclu

sively his own . The duty was not hard ; but at most stations smart

GENERAL Post OFFICE, CAPE Town.

counterwork was necessary , as the train often stopped only a few

minutes, during which time registered letters , parcels, and ordinary

correspondence were given out and received , bags transferred , and stock

sold . With the exception of tea , coffee, bread, and biscuits, a travelling

man's ration was very unpalatable tinned food . Every precaution was

taken to ensure the safety of the mails and mailman . His truck was

placed in the middle of the train , and if there were Boers in the

vicinity of the line the mail train was stopped and not allowed to

proceed until the line was reported clear, and even then was closely

followed by an armoured train .

Littlehampton. J. F. Hogg.
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The New Postmaster-General at

Work.

T is generally understood that when a new Postmaster

General is appointed there is a universal sharpening of

pens on the part of the more active members of his

staff, and old memorials and petitions which have been

unfavourably replied to by the new Chief's predecessor are redrafted ,

touched up, and forwarded again through the usual channels. So

persistently does Hope spring immortal in the postal servant's breast !

But this general stirring up of life is not confined to the staff ; the

outside public see in the new appointment an opportunity for

pressing again the reforms to which previous Postmasters -General have

turned a deaf ear, and deputations and memorials are arranged to

lay before the new Chief programmes which it is hoped he will be

disposed to carry out . So sublime is the faith of the public in the

omnipotence associated with the office of Postmaster-General !

It is not surprising, therefore, to learn that since his appointment

Mr. Austen Chamberlain has had a very busy time. He has , of course,

interviewed many of the aggrieved members of his staff, and has

replied already to many memorials ; but in these pages we are not

concerned with this portion of his activities . We may, however, direct

our readers ' attention to some of his public appearances when dealing

with matters relating to the business of his Department.

On October 25th Mr. Chamberlain responded for “ The Imperial

Parliament at the London Press Club dinner, and spoke in general

terms of the work of the Post Office.

On the 6th November a deputation consisting of representatives

of the Chambers of Commerce of London , Liverpool, Manchester,

and other large towns, and the proprietors of journals waited

upon Mr. Chamberlain to urge that periodicals not already

registered as newspapers should be carried at a postage rate of one

half-penny for six ounces. This question is an old friend, or perhaps

we should say an old enemy of the authorities ; and in April, 1897 , we

published the exhaustive report on the subject of the Postage Rates

Committee, dated the 26th June, 1896 , and signed by Messrs. Lewin

Hill, J. C. Badcock, James J. Cardin , H. Buxton Forman , T. E.
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Sifton, and Sir Robert Hunter. Mr. Chamberlain was called upon

to meet the old arguments ; and we take the report of his reply as

given in the Liverpool Courier of the 7th November :

“ The Postmaster -General said he was not going to make any

promises, his object being rather to hear the views of the deputation

than express any of his own until he had had an opportunity of fully

and carefully considering what they had laid before him , and , he must

also add, heard what was to be said to him by a deputation a week

hence who had asked leave to come there and protest against the views

they had that day communicated. He understood that the deputa

tion wished the Post Office to establish a new postal rate for periodical

literature. They wished that rate to be one of fd . for six ounces . He

asked that in laying their views before him in print for his more

leisured consideration , as arranged, they would add the reasons why

they had chosen the limit of six ounces, what matters would thus be

excluded which they were previously anxious to have included, and to

what extent that would affect the considerations of revenue put

before them by his predecessors. The speakers who had addressed

him represented two different classes of interest. On the one side it

had been urged that he should adopt their proposal as a great

educational measure for the propagation of knowledge, which , of

course, applied especially to the great magazines, but if he included

magazines of that kind, on what ground would he be entitled to refuse

admission to books at the same rate ? Were the most educational of

our magazines more instructive than a great number of the books

published ? Were they more entertaining ? The fact that the Post

Office was reproached with carrying under the newspaper rate matter

certainly not in some cases so worthy of preference as that on behalf

of which the deputation spoke showed the difficulty of drawing

distinctions of that kind , and how necessary it was before making a

change to know how far one meant to go, and exactly where one

meant to draw the line. If he accepted their proposal, and estab

lished that new fd . rate for six ounces , he could imagine that he

might have another very influential deputation, numbering not a few

of the same gentlemen , saying it was very illogical to draw the line at

six ounces , and that there was other matter equally worthy of the

consideration of the Post Office. He would ask them , therefore , to

let him know why they drew the line at periodical literature, what

they meant by periodical literature, which was a very important point ,

and how they thought that the distinction between that and other

literature could be maintained .

1
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“ There was another line of argument not concerned with literature

as such , but with literature as a medium for advertisement . If they

were to admit every advertising medium to the benefit of this nenew

post , they would be embarking on a very large experiment. Reference

had been made to the great advantages conferred upon periodical

literature and upon the trade and commerce of the United States by

the cheap rate of postage in that country. He desired to draw

attention to the latest report of the American Postmaster -General on

the subject, in which it was stated that so great was the loss on the

postage of printed matter that measures must be taken to check what

was described as a great abuse. It was pointed out that this very

favoured postal provision had called into existence a class of periodicals

which served no public end , and which was carried on practically at

the expense of the United States treasury, for in some instances the

cost of distribution by the Post Office was double the cost of pro

duction by the proprietor. Therefore, in asking him to extend these

postal facilities to trade journals, some of which were issued by single

firms for their own benefit, the deputation were asking him to under

take a liability which had been found intolerable in the United States .

He was aware that there was a marked difference between the rate

charged in the United States and that suggested by the deputation ,

but the fact that he wished to emphasise was that they were asking

him to embark on an enormous business, and that if the rate involved

a loss, the amount of the loss would be enormous . It had been

suggested that he should consider the indirect business which, through

its advertisements, a periodical brought to the Post Office. If that

was a sound , view , why should the Post Office make any change at

all ; and if this concession was made in one case, how could it be

refused in other cases, when it could be shown that indirect business

resulted ? He was not concerned only with the preservation of the

revenue. He had to see that such money as he had at his disposal

was spent to the very best advantage. It was true that private firms

in large towns could carry at a cheaper rate than the Post Office.

The Post Office rates were made for the whole country, and must,

therefore, do something more than pay for distribution in crowded

areas . It would, therefore, always be possible for private firms, which

could always select the cream of the business, to underbid the Post

Office. He expressed the hope that the deputation would take

counsel and consider the questions he had raised, for they were really

crucial, and if they could answer them satisfactorily they would have

done something towards helping him to a solution of the matter ."
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Then on the 13th November a deputation of retail newsvendors

waited upon the Postmaster -General to urge that the extension of

newspaper rates to monthly magazines would spell ruin to them and

other deserving people . Mr. Chamberlain in his reply mentioned one

effect such an extension would have on the Post Office. It would

a perfect postal Christmas once a month .” Whereupon the

poet of the Daily Chronicle responded with the following lines :

JUSTICE IN THE POST OFFICE .

Of simple poesy I take

One quarter of a pound,

With thought divine in every line,

Artistically bound .

I take it to the post, and there

My ha'penny stamp I show .

“ Will it go for that ? " " The answer's pat

A stern , uncompromising, flat

And dictatorial " NO ! ”

A portly newspaper comes next,

An organ of a trade ;

I cannot state to a hundredweight

What that would be if weighed .

You send it , say, a hundred miles

The post will not refuse,

But off it will tramp, for a ha'penny stamp,

Which the office provides the means to damp,

Because that lump is news.

O , Mr. Austen Chamberlain ,

Postmaster -General !

It's wrong, you feel ; you'd rather deal

Like justice unto all .

Dream not of monthly Christmases ,

Think not your men will trudge

'Neath blazing suns with several tons

Of magazines, the favourite ones ,

But try the change and judge.

Mr. Chamberlain has also been called upon to act as mediator in

the local disputes which have arisen in the enterprising town of

Tunbridge Wells . He has had to hold the balance between the

advocates of municipal control and of private enterprise in the matter

of telephones . He has given audiences to deputations representing

both sides, and has declined all along to treat the matter as a local

It is too burning a subject for us to deal with here, but the

Postmaster-General's decision in the matter appears to have definitely

settled the business so far as Tunbridge Wells is concerned .

one .
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We wonder whether in the midst of all this memorialising and

replying to deputations Mr. Chamberlain has had any time to read

magazines. Would he be attracted to or repulsed by the sight of an

article signed " J. Henniker Heaton ” ? In King and Country for

November appears an article bearing that signature entitled “ An

Imperial Postmaster-General," and if Mr. Chamberlain has read it he

must indeed have realised that his position was not likely to be a

sinecure. Mr. Heaton is like the postal servant with a grievance. On

the appointment of a new Postmaster-General, he sharpens his pen ,

redrafts and retouches up his old manifestoes and approaches the new

Chief with child-like confidence in both his ability and intention to

work miracles. He sees in the appointment of Mr. Chamberlain the

reversal of the policy which regards " the reigning chief at St. Martin's

le-Grand ” as “ a kind of Collector-General for the Treasury with

aspirations more or less fervid for the improvement of our inland

service, but invariably regarding postal traffic with the outer world as

beyond his province and a fair game for plunder.” The new Chief

in conjunction with the Colonial Secretary is to be the means of

bringing the whole British Empire into close postal and telegraphic

communication. “ He is the first holder of his great office to perceive

that this Empire will never rise to its true measure of greatness until

all the inconveniences of distance, delay and error, due to its

geographical dispersions, are abolished by the marvellous agency at

our command : in a word , until it is as easy to communicate with

New Zealand as with Ireland . And therefore I hail him as our first

Imperial Postmaster-General. ”

It does us all good to read such inspiring words ; and even with

those of us who have been long accustomed to Mr. Heaton's

hyperbolical style the magnificent dream stirs our almost dormant

imaginations. But however much we may dream in continents ,

we fear our progress towards the abolition of distance , delay, and

error will be slow. Still we share with Mr. Heaton the satisfaction

that we possess a Chief who is in full sympathy with postal reformers.



I 2

The Bristol Post Office.

B

N Parliament. Session 1903 . Post Office (Acquisition

of Sites ) Power to the Postmaster-General to acquire

Lands , Houses, and Buildings in Bristol for the service

of the Post Office. Notice is hereby given that appli

cation is intended to be made to Parliament in the next session for

an Act for the following purposes or some of them (that is to say) : -Το

empower His Majesty's Postmaster -General (hereinafter called the

Postmaster-General ') to acquire for the service of the Post Office,

by compulsory purchase or otherwise, the lands, houses, and buildings

hereinafter described, that is to say :

“ Bristol: ( Extension of Head Post Office). Certain lands, houses,

offices, buildings and premises situate in the parish of St. Werburgh,

in the city and county of Bristol , in the county of Gloucester, and

lying on the south -west side of Small Street and the east side of

St. Leonards Lane . "

Thus commences a portentous notice which appeared in a Bristol

newspaper at the end of last month, and has reference to acquiring

the Bristol Water Works premises for the further enlargement of

the Post Office buildings.

The superficial area of the ground on which the Bristol Post

Office stands is a little over 17,000 square feet. The new site joins

the present Post Office structure , and has a frontage of 88 feet to

Small Street. Its area is 11,715 superficial feet, so that the enlarge

ment will be considerable but by no means excessive , having regard

to the extremely rapid development of the Bristol Post Office

business .

In connection with the projected very extensive enlargement of an

office opened only in 1868 , almost doubled in size in 1889 , and now

to be extended by about two-thirds, it perhaps may not be

uninteresting if the habitation of the Bristol Posts be traced from

earliest records .

The Post HOUSE.

That a local Post-house existed in 1662 is indicated by a letter

preserved at the Bristol Museum and Library, which was sent in

August of that year from Oxford, and is addressed : “ This to be left
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at the Post-house in Bristol for my honoured landlord, Thomas Gore,

Esquire, living at Barrow in Somerset. Post paid to London.”

Light is also thrown upon the past by a letter of a Mr. Browne,

dated London , 13d . 2m . (April), 1671 , and addressed : “To my

respected friend Mr. Terrill, at his house in Bristol. To be left with

Mr. Teague, at the Dolphin in Bristol. "

THE EXCHANGE

구
그

POS LAPFICE
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Post OFFICE , BRISTOL, 1750.

( From an engraving in the Bristol and Hotrvell Guide, 1805.)

The Dolphin Inn was for several years-- even down to 1700 — the

Bristol Post-house, and it was there that the post-boys stabled their

horses. The inn long afterwards gave its name to Dolphin Street,

which the street still retains . It is believed the inn stood near the

low buildings with large gateway, in Dolphin Street , depicted in the

illustration given at page 19. These premises at the time the picture

was drawn , in about 1815 , had become the stables of the Bush Inn

in Corn Street , long celebrated as Bristol's most famous coaching

inn. The site is still used in connection with the carrying business . ;

B
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In 1700 the first actual Post Office was built. It was erected in

All Saints Lane and was held by one Henry Pine, as Postmaster. This

Post Office served the city's purpose until 1742 , when the site was

required in connection with the building of the Exchange, and the Post

Office was transferred to Small Street. In September of that year

( 1742 ) an advertisement describes the best boarding school for boys

in Bristol as being kept in Small Street by Mr. John Jones , in rooms

“ over the Post-house.” What kind of building this was is uncertain , as

there is no picture of it obtainable. Indeed , the first traceable illustra

tion of a Bristol Post Office is the engraving, a copy of which is here

reproduced , depicting the building erected in 1750 at the corner of

the Exchange Avenue as it appeared in 1805 , when it was described

as “ a handsome freestone building, situated on the west side of the

Exchange, to which it forms a side wing, projecting some feet forward

in the street ; on the east side being another building answerable

thereto ." These premises served as the Post Office for the long

period of 118 years .

The first half of the present Bristol Post Office premises in Small

Street was occupied by Messrs . Freeman and Brass and Copper

Company,

As a matter of history, a copy of the abstract of conveyance may,

perhaps, be fittingly introduced, which sets forth the particulars of the

uses to which the site was originally put before taken by the Post

Office.

" 21st December, 1865.—By Indenture between the Bristol City

Chambers Company Limited (thereinafter called the Company) of the

one part and the Right Honorable Edward John Lord Stanley of

Alderley Her Majesty's Postmaster General for the time being of

the other part.

“ It is witnessed that in consideration of £8,000 paid by the said

Postmaster General to the said Company The said Company did

thereby grant and convey unto Her Majesty's Postmaster General his

successors and assigns

“ Firstly All that plot piece or parcel of ground situate in the Parish

of St.-Werburgh in the City of Bristol on the South W'est side of and

fronting to Small Street aforesaid specified in the plan drawn in the

margin of the first Skin of abstracting Indenture said piece of land

being therein distinguished by an edging of red color which said plot

of ground formed the site of a certain messuage warehouses and

buildings recently pulled down which said premises were in certain

Deeds dated 13th February, 1861 , described as “ All that messuage
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or Warehouse situate on the South West side of and fronting to

Small Street in the City of Bristol then lately in the occupation of

Messrs . Turpin & Langdon Book Binders but then void and also all

those Warehouses Countinghouse Rooms Yard and Buildings situate

lying and being behind and adjoining to the said last named messuage

or Warehouse and then and for some time past in the occupation of

Messrs . John Freeman and Copper Company and used by them for

the purposes of their Co -partnership trade and business . Secondly.

All that plot piece or parcel of ground adjoining the heredits firstly

thereinbefore described on the North West side thereof and also

fronting to Small Street aforesaid and specified on the said plan and

therein distinguished by an edging of blue color which said plot of

ground formed the site of certain premises also then recently pulled

down which said premises were in certain Deeds dated 13th February

1861 described as “ All that messuage or dwellinghouse formerly in

the holding of Thomas Edwards Linen Draper since that of

William Lewis Tailor afterwards and for many years of John Powell

Rich then of George Smith as Tenants to Messrs . Bright & Daniel

afterwards of Daniel George but then unoccupied situate and being

No. 6 in Small Street in the Parish of St.-Werburgh in the City of

Bristol between a messuage or tenement formerly in the possession of

Messrs. Harford & Coy. Iron Merchants but then of the Bristol

Water Works Company on or towards the North part and a Coach

house yard and premises then formerly in the occupation of

Richard Bright and Thomas Daniel and then Co -partners trading

under the Firm of the Bristol Copper Company but then the

property of the said James Ford on the South part and extending

from said Street called Small Street on the East part backward to the

West unto part of the ground built on by the said Copper Company

the Wall between the Warehouse and said messuage.”

When, in the year 1867 , the plan for this new Post Office building

in Small Street had been prepared and Treasury authority obtained

for the expenditure of a sum of £8,000 in the erection of the building,

the Inland Revenue Department asked for accommodation in the

structure, and it was arranged that its staff should be lodged on the

first floor of the new building, and the building itself had therefore to

be carried to a greater height than had originally been contemplated.

This alteration cost £3,000. There is still evidence in the building

of the occupation of the Inland Revenue staff, iron gates and spiked

barriers in the first floor passage to cut off their rooms from the Post

Office section still remaining.
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The authorities of the Post Office accepted tenders in September,

1887 , for the demolition of certain premises known as “ New

Buildings," and for the erection thereon of additional premises for the

accommodation of the growing Postal staff. The work began on the

26th September. The cost of the new wing was estimated at

£16,000 . Beneath the superstructure there were two tiers of ancient

cellars, one below the other, forming part of the original mediæval

mansion once owned by the Creswick family ; and the removal of

these was attended with much difficulty. The new building was

opened for business on the 4th November, 1889. It was in this self

same Creswick mansion that Charles I. , accompanied by his youthful

sons the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York, arrived

August 3rd , 1643 , and took up his residence temporarily.

The Post Office as enlarged in 1887 , and as it is now , appears in

the accompanying illustration .

What it will look like with — it is to be hoped — its future ornate

addition, time will show.

on

The Foot Post.

Mr. Latimer, Bristol's famous historian , has chronicled many

interesting facts respecting the Post Office, and some of the

particulars mentioned hereafter are the result of his studious

researches in old Bristol archives and have been gleaned from his

Annals of the City.

The first record of a person performing postmen's work in Bristol

is that of 1615 , when the City Chamberlain paid a tradesman 12s .

“for cloth to make Packer, the foot post, a coat. ” In 1616 , Packer

was sent by the same official to Brewham to collect rents , and was

paid 3s. 8d . for a journey, out and home, of 60 miles . This system

of a foot post to collect money appears to be an early application of

the somewhat analogous plan which of recent years has been under

departmental consideration as “ C.O.D.," or collection of business

and trade charges by the postman on delivery of parcels - an

exemplification of there being nothing new under the sun !

That travelling and the conveyance of letters was difficult in

1626 is evident from the fact that nearly £60 was spent in setting up

wooden posts along the highway and causeway at Kingswood, for the

guidance of travellers, the tracks being then unenclosed , so that the

“foot post ” must have had no enviable task on his journeys. In

October, 1637 , John Freeman was appointed " thorough post ” at

Bristol, ' and ordered to provide horses for all men riding post on
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the King's affairs. Letters were not to be detained more than half a

quarter of an hour, and the carriers were to run seven miles an hour

in summer, and five in winter. A Government “ running post ” from

London to Bristol and other towns was ordered on July 31st, 1638 .

No messengers were thenceforth to run to and from Bristol except

those appointed by Thomas Withering, but letters were allowed to be

sent by common carriers, or by private messengers passing between

friends. The postage was fixed at twopence for under 80 miles, and

at fourpence for under 140 miles .

THE FIRST POSTMASTERS .

In 1644 Lord Hopton “ commanded ” the grant of the freedom

of Bristol to one, Richard Allan , “ Postmaster-General.” In August ,

1643 , Lord Hopton was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Bristol, and

held that appointment until 1645 , when Fairfax took the city.

Probably Allan was Postmaster-General of Bristol , and his authority

may have extended to other parts of the country that were held by the

King's forces. Prideaux was appointed Master of the Posts by Parlia

ment , and his jurisdiction extended as far as the country was under

the control of Parliament, as distinguished from such parts of England

as adhered to the King. In 1644, however, very few places — Bristol

was one of them—still adhered to Charles. At an earlier stage of the

civil war special posts had been arranged for the King's service, and it

is thought Bristol was one of the places to which these special posts

were arranged.

In the Calendar of State Papers, “ under the year 1660, there is

a complaint against one “ Teig, ' an anabaptist Postmaster of Bristol,

who broke open letters directed to the King's friends ."

The complaint against him appears to have been very seriously

considered by the authorities , and it induced his friends to take up

the cudgels in his behalf as indicated by the following memorials,

copies of which and certain other particulars herein given have been

kindly furnished to me by Mr. J. A. J. Housden , late of the Savings

Bank Department, G.P.O., London :

“ To the Hon John Weaver Esq : of the Council of State :

Honoured Sir – Having so fit a Messenger I would not omit to

acquaint you what a sad state and condition we are fallen into : How

the good old cause is now sunke and a horrid spirit of Prophaneous

Malignity and revenge is risen up Trampling on all those that have

the face of godlinesse and have been of ye Parliam ' party insoemuch

that if the Lord doe not interpose I doubt a Mascare will follow.

*
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“ Sir I have a request to make in the behalfe of this Bearer Mr Teage

who is an honest faithfull sober man That you would stead him what

you can about his continuance in the Post Office for this Citty. I

beleive it will be but for a short continuance for I beleive that few

honnest men in England shall have any place of trust or profit. The

Cavilears Threaten a rooting out all Suddamly Thus with the tender

of my old love and reall respects to you I take leave and Rest

Your most humble and obliged servant, Ja Powell Bristoll this 14th

April 60."

“ To the Right Honble the Comittee appointed by the Councill of

State for the Management of the Poste affaire Whereas John Teage

who hath formerly beene actually in Armes for ye Parliamt and

since that being an Inhabitant of this Citty hath beene Postmaster

here for many years last past He being a person well qualified and

capable for such an imploiment We doe therefore humbly recomend

him to your Honors to be continued in his said place And we doubt

not of his faithfull management thereof

“ Given under our hands at Bristoll this 14th day of Aprill 1660.

“ Edwd. Tyson (?) Mayr. Henry Gibbes Aldm Robert Yates Aldm

" James Parsons Ch ( ?) Dooney George Lane, Junior J. Holwey

Nehe Cotting

“ Andrew Hooke James Powell Richd Baugh Tho. Deane Robert

Hann

“ James Phelps (?) Abell Kelly . "

( Two other names undecipherable.)

Having regard to the looseness of the spelling at that period, it is

he, no doubt,who is mentioned later on as the “ Mr. Teague ” at the

Dolphin , to whose care a Mr. Browne's letter was addressed in 1671 .

If Teig or Teague did continue at his post until 1671 he must have

renounced his Anabaptist opinions and conformed , for according to

the late Mr. Joyce, no Postmaster was to remain in the service unless

he was conformable to the discipline of the Church of England.

THE “ ROADS.”

In 1660-1661 , James Hicks , Clerk in the Letter Office, petitions

the King to be continued in office. He says he sent the first letter

from Nantwich to London in 1637 , and was sent for in 1640 to be

Clerk for that Road (Chester Road ) . Had settled in 1642 “ Postages

between BRISTOL and YORK for your late father's service.”

In 1661 , Henry Bisshopp, farmer of the Post Office, furnished to

the Secretary of State “ a perfect list ” of all officers in the Post
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Office. According to this list there were eight Clerks of the Roads ,

viz. :—Two of the Northern Road, two of the Chester Road, two of

the Eastern Road, and two of the Western Road . In 1677 , therewere,

1
2
:
1
7

IR BURHEDE
COM

MAR

A Bit OF OLD BRISTOL.

( This bit of old Bristol represents the end of Wine Street, turning into Dolphin Street .)

in addition to these Roads , the Bristol Road and the Kent Road. As

there was a Post -house at Bristol in 1661 , no doubt the city was

attached to the Western Road .
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EARLIEST LETTERS.

Reference has already been made to a letter sent in August of 1662

from Oxford “ to be left at the Post-house in Bristol.”

Evans mentions in his Chronological History, under 1663 , a letter

addressed : “ To Mr. John Hellier, at his house in Corn Street, in

Bristol Citty,” from which it may be inferred that a postman was

then employed for deliveries in the principal streets .

In the Broadmead Chapel Records ( 1648-1687 ) , published in

1847 , and now in the Baptist College, there is mention , at page 126,

of a letter of Mr. Robert Browne, “ To my much respected brother,

Mr. Terrill , at his house in Bristol. To be left with Mr. Mitchell ,

near the Post Office.” The letter was dated Worcester, 15 d . 1 m .

1670-1, and signed Robert Browne, with this foot-note, “ I am forced

to send now by way of London .” A second letter of Mr. Browne ,

sent in April, 1671 , is mentioned likewise. It is addressed “ To my

respected friend Mr. Terrill, at his house in Bristol . To be left with

Mr. Teague at the Dolphin , in Bristol, " and begins “ My dear

Brother, I hope you have receeived both mine, that one sent by the

way of London , the other by the trow from Worcester . ”

THE ROAD, THE COACH, AND THE RAIL.

Amongst the State papers in May, 1666 , is an account of the time

spent in carrying the mails on the chief routes throughout the country.

Although the speed fixed by the Government for the post-boys was

seven miles an hour in the summer months, the actual rate attained

on the Bristol, Chester, and York roads was only four miles, and was

half- a -mile less on the Gloucester and Plymouth routes. An appended

note states that a man spent seventeen or eighteen hours in riding

from Winchester to Southampton . In December, Lord Arlington

complained to the postal authorities that the King's letters from

Bristol and other towns were delayed from ten to fourteen hours

beyond the proper time, and ordered that the postmasters should be

threatened with dismissal unless they reformed .

In 1760, in consequence of frequent complaints as to the dilatori

ness of the postal service , the authorities in London announced that

letters or packets would thenceforth be despatched from the capital to

the chief provincial towns at any hour without loss of time ” at

certain specified rates. An express to Bristol was to cost £2 3s . 6d . ;

to Plymouth , £4 8s. 9d . Leeds, Manchester, Birmingham , Liverpool,

were not even mentioned .

66



THE BRISTOL POST OFFICE. 21

The following is an extract from The Morning Herald and

Daily Adrertiser, of Monday, July 26th , 1784 : - “ General Post

Office, July the 24th , 1784. His Majesty's Postmaster -General being

inclined to make an experiment for the more expeditious conveyance

of the mails of letters by stage coaches , machines, &c. , have (sic)

been pleased to order that a trial shall be made upon the road

between London and Bristol, to commence at each place on Monday,

the 2nd August next , and that the mails should be made up at this

office every evening (Sundays excepted ) at 7 o'clock, and at Bristol ,

in return , at 3 in the afternoon (Saturdays excepted ), to contain the

bags for the following post towns and their districts , viz . :

Hounslow, Maidenhead , Reading, Newbury, Hungerford , Marl

borough, Chippenham, and Bath .

** All carriers , coachmen , higlers, news carriers , and all other

persons are liable to a penalty of £5 for every letter which they

shall receive, take up , order, despatch, carry, or deliver illegally ; and

to £ 100 for every week that any offender shall continue to practice ,

one half to the informer ; and that this revenue may not be injured

by unlawful collections and conveyances, all persons acting contrary

to the laws therein will be proceeded against , and punished with the

utmost severity. By command of the Postmaster-General , Anthony

Todd, Secretary .”

In these days of special trains, composed exclusively of Post

Office carriages , such for instance as the night mail on the Great

Western Railway , leaving Paddington at 10 p.m. , consisting of eight

coaches with engine (usually the “ Alexandra ” or “ Duke of York ”) and

measuring 400 feet in length, which runs the whole journey from

London to Penzance in the space of 9 hours 40 minutes, stopping

at Bristol and a few other first class stations en route, it may be

interesting to recall the earliest period of the conveyance of mails by

railway . Light is thrown thereon in the following correspondence

relating to the then conveyance of the mails to Manchester and Liver

pool, partly by the recently -constructed railway and partly by road :

" Liverpool, 4th July, 1837. Dear Sir, We reached this place precisely

at half-past twelve-exactly an hour behind our time,the loss arose

out of various little contretemps, which a little practice will set right .

This is the first time in Europe so long a journey was performed

in so short a time, and if, some very few years ago , it had been said a

letter could be answered by return of post from London the idea

would have been treated as chimerical, and yet at 8 last evening was

I in London, and this letter will reach there to -morrow morning, the
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proceeding of these operations occupying a period of 345 hours only,

out of which a rest of three hours is to be taken, thus performing a

distance of 412 miles in 314 hours.

“ Our mail coach was before its time full 15 minutes , notwith

standing at one place we could not find horses, except posters ; and

at another when posters were found there was no coachman ; luckily,

there was one on the mail, looking out for a place, with which we

suited him . To-night , doubtless, all will go right (some dispute

among the amiable contractors, I believe to be the cause) . I need

hardly observe I have adopted proper measures. I have the honour

to be, Dear Sir, Yours very faithfully, (Signed) Geo. Louis. To Lt. Col.

Maberley, &c. , &c . , & c ."

“ Manchester, 4th July, 1837. Sir, I have much pleasure in

stating that the London Bag arrived here this day by railway at half

past twelve p.m. The Bag to London was despatched as usual this

morning by the mail coach, but concluding that a return by the

railway is intended both this day and to-morrow (although the

arrangements generally do not commence until the 6th) I make a

despatch with such letters as are in the office at half-past two p.m. ,

and propose doing the same to-morrow. I am, Sir, Your most

obedient, humble Servant, (Sig . ) G. F. Karstadt. To Lt. Col.

Maberley."

" 4th July, 1837. Manchester. G. Karstadt, Esq. For the

Postmaster -General. I enclose a letter from Mr. Louis with this

report from Mr. Karstadt as to the first working of the rail-road .

I am sorry to say that it appears from the time bills an hour was lost

upon the rail -road coming up. ( Signed ) J. V. L. M. (Lt. Col.

Maberley) . 5th July, 1837. Read Lichfield (Lord Lichfield ).”

The coaches running all the way through at this period were

timed to leave London at 8 p.m. , and arrive at Liverpool and

Manchester at 2.30 p.m. On the up journey the coaches left

Manchester and Liverpool at 11.30 a.m. , and reached London at

6.30 a.m. The conveyance of the mail partly by road and partly by

rail came into operation on the Western road from 1838 to 1841 as

section by section of the Great Western Railway became completed .

Thus, in 1840, mails which had come by road between Maidenhead

and Bath were brought into Bristol by trains composed of very

primitive looking engines, tenders and coaches.

Bristol. R. C. TOMBS .
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Beneath the Fourth Floor.

E have often wondered what they are like , the denizens of

the world beneath . Beneath us, be it understood, in

point of altitude only, we have no wish to pose as a

collective petticoated Teufelsdrockh , though observation

with occasional sarcastic comment is, after all , the fundamental rule

of P.O.B. life .

They invade our nunnery by one corner only, that portion of the

quadrangle where the Jacob's ladder of a staircase does not , as is

erroneously supposed , find its destination on the Fourth Floor, but

continues upward for a brief space to the dining-room of our male

colleagues. En passant, the P.O.B. did not christen the staircase .

Our dining-room is on a level with our daily lives .

With reference to this alleged dining-place above the Fourth Floor

-one writes alleged , for none of us has set foot inside its guarded

portals. Once the deaf mute who works the lift carried a party of us

to a higher plane, where , through a restraining iron grille, we caught

fugitive glimpses of neatly capped maids and rows of small tables .

' Twas but a passing pleasure ; we were speedily lowered to a less

elevated position, and the misdemeanour of the lift man has not been

repeated . Was he severely reprimanded in dumb show , and did he

wax eloquent on his fingers, explaining that the fault was caused by

an excess of hydraulic pressure ?

But the odour of occasional baked meats, the constant pilgrimage

in that direction, the evidence of stray glances from the vantage

ground of the roof, tend to confirm the popular opinion.

What is it like up there, one wonders. Are visitors allowed , of

the masculine gender only, and permitted after office hours to partake

of tea ? Does the Club boast of the finest egg-shell china, exquisitely

worked five -o'clocks, and the daintiest of apostle spoons to set forth

before the welcome guest ? Is it famous for its buttered toast, crisp ,

yet reminiscent of the best Devonshire, served without painful

crusts ? Does the plain living and high thinking of the Fourth Floor

also obtain on the fifth ? Rumour says not, that Lincrusta Walton

decks the walls , that luxury prevails, that mirrors reflect upon the

Club from every side. But rumour was ever a lying jade . Flowers

in slim vases, spotless napery and monogrammed china we would

pass, but mirrors - never !
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And our brothers in arms who daily taste of these delights, what

are they like, one wonders ! High spirited youth fond of all

out-of-door sports ; ardent volunteers, as any passer-by may see on

summer Saturdays ; dabblers in art and sciences ; grave and reverend

seigniors, heads of families and surely principal clerks at least ; types

of them all one catches sight of during years of sojourning on the

Fourth Floor. We have kindred feelings surely. Sometimes, when

the summer afternoons drowse through an interminable length , when

the delights of “ With reference to ” and “ I am directed , etc.," pall,

and the little emissaries of Morpheus sit tenaciously on one's shoulder,

do they dream of the scents and sounds of some breezy moorland, does

a bygone holiday evoke memories of happier days, bring before the

inward eye those rolling purple undulations of mountain, blue haze in

the distant shadows, that wonderful panorama of field and hedgerow

spread map -wise far below in the valley ? Away over in the far west a

bright shimmering distance betokens the sea's whereabouts once

more, until the tortured spirit yearns for liberty combined with some

creature comforts and a tourist ticket. Does not the wind on the

heath call to you , brother ; can you ever catch the distant tinkle of

the Mandalay bells ?

Now and again , but very , very rarely, flowers and theatre passes

come from the world beneath to ours , bringing fragrance and visions

of pleasure. From distant relations these hail, some who perhaps

understand -or rather attain mere man's approximate under

standing -- of the City girl's passionate love for flowers in their

freshness. Perhaps from this source has filtered the preposterous

idea that the Service man dislikes the Service woman with all the

tenacity of mankind. Individually, we will not believe such an evil

thing of our fellow-man ; collectively, we “ hae oor doots ” ! There is

always that vexed labour question thrown at our heads , for instance .

Can we help it if a hard-hearted Treasury pays such a few shillings for

faithful service ? (One had almost written " pounds,” but it is arduous

work calculating in vulgar fractions. ) And surely no sane man in this

enlightened era thinks that we come and play with dusty postal

orders just for the sheer fun of it ! Somehow even the most

contented cherishes an idea in her secret heart that she was surely

not born to such a destiny. Rather should not fathers and brothers

be somewhat grateful that no feminine bills appear to attack their

pockets on quarter day. Of course we know our standard of work is

higher , but , though still dormant, the age of chivalry is not yet dead ,

and we will not believe that this is the reason of such antagonism .

a
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They know we cannot help our carefulness and accuracy
with

consequent immunity from — er - misprints. And the gibe that

present official life is not conducive to after matrimonial comfort

is not worth answering. A reference to any one of the numerous

Benedicks who found happiness on the Fourth Floor will speedily

settle that question .

We would gladly put this heart-burning question on one side , yet

to so much evidence we cannot close our eyes . For even from far

away offices comes the same cry, the Savings Bank well heard , even

from Somerset House and the now defunct Census Office, all are

willing and eager to contribute false testimonies . Even in our own

little world are we not agitated by hearing that we are to be banished

from our nice and comfortable Fourth Floor, to be exiled to the

discarded Bank building, with its dreary outlook, its basement

dressing rooms, and its liftless stairs ? Ah , well , “ To endure and to

pardon is the wisdom of life ” !

May we say, without an after-charge of conceit, that the Fourth

Floor appears a little more enterprising than the First , Second and

Third put together ? We have a magazine of our very own “ manned ”

entirely by Branch talent , and of our annual concert we are very proud .

Where can the man be who could make a Japanese costume himself,

then know to put it on and delight an audience afterwards ? And as

for poke-bonnets—but wild horses shall not drag forth a further

description of the coming Entertainment.

Yet there is at least one thing which might be engineered by the

other branches an' if they only would . And that is to resuscitate the

Post Office Literary Society. The Post Office of to -day boasts quite

as brilliant an array of talent as in the days of Yates and Trollope,

and who knows what “ mute inglorious Miltons ” might, through its

auspices, be yet introduced to an admiring world .

Then perhaps, when an accomplished fact, an invitation might be

sent to the inhabitants of the Fourth Floor. They would sit quite

quietly in a corner and give no trouble. The only thing that we

could not guarantee would be the absence of “ a chiel amang ye ,

takin ' notes . " P.O.B.
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Across the Continent with the

Indian Mail.

F the conscientious India Mail Officer died suddenly at

his post there should be found written on his heart the

number of bags committed to his charge, and the

number of railway waggons in which the bags were

stowed. It is these two items which the officer-in -charge, be he old

at the business or new, must constantly have in mind during his 48

hours railway jaunt across France and Italy. Immediately he finds

them he must needs make a note thereof, or pay the penalty in loss

of sleep and in the suffering of many vexations throughout the trip.

The serious business of the India Mail Officer's life commences at

Calais, whither he has proceeded on Friday morning. The first

instalment of waggons destined to compose the mail train is drawn up

on the quay, and the bags, which , by-the-bye, are received from

London in batches, are loaded into the waggons as they are

disembarked from the steamers throughout the day.

It is a busy scene . Upon a steamer being made fast and

communication established by means of gangways, swarms of blue

smocked porters stream aboard and disappear into the hold . An

instant afterwards the ship disgorges men and bags in a thin blue

line - one man , one bag , is the order of the day. The bags are

carefully checked into the waggons ; and when the last of the consign

ment is placed under lock and key the India Mail Officer adds to his

list the number of bags in his possession .

The final and by far the largest batch of bags is received from

Dover by about midnight or even later. The closing scene is

animated in the extreme. The revolving electric beams from the

lighthouse, the rays from the arc lamps on the quay, and the mellow

illumination afforded by the lamps of the steamer seem to turn night

into day. The porters toiling stolidly with bent forms, bag aback , up

the gangways , the Customs officers, the gendarmes, the Receveur des

Postes ( sometimes), the genial British Consul (always) , the hangers-on ,

and lastly the officer -in -charge surveying operations with an eagle eye,

form the mise en scène. Tramp ! tramp ! tramp ! tramp ! tramp !

until about three o'clock, when the last bag is seen approaching, and

the first streak of daylight appears in the eastern sky. The bag is

stowed ; and the various items are eagerly cast up for the grand total .

What luck if it agrees with that given on the London list-fancy

recounting nearly three thousand bags !
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Good -bye, Calais ! Sleep, until Paris is reached , and then more

waggons—the French Travelling Post Office — are added to the train .

The cultivated fields of France , particularly those near Paris , where

acres of tender vegetables are being raised under bell glasses, calling

vividly to mind the late G. Steevens's eulogies of French market

gardening, occupy the eye until the Alpine district is approached .

C'est magnifique ! says the drowsy official frequently to himself until

darkness blots out the mountains, and Modane — the frontier town

is reached . Much bustle, many formalities, in which the two great

items of the numbers of bags and allèges play the principal part,

and then through the Mont Cenis Tunnel into Italy. Sleep, with

interruptions at Turin and Bologna, until the blue Adriatic comes

into view . The sea remains in view the whole day as the train races

down the eastern coast of Italy. Towards midnight there is a sudden

cessation of the everlasting grind of the wheels and rattle of the

carriages : much knocking at the door - Brindisi at last .

The one-man -one-bag-process now commences again , and continues

for three weary hours. The scene is interesting, however, and is

perhaps not unworthy of record. The first thing that strikes one is

the appearance of the porters. They are not of the well-fed, blue

bloused Calais type, but are as motley a crew of human beings as

could probably not be met with elsewhere except at Port Said , Aden,

or Singapore. Tall, short , medium-sized , clothed , very much partially

clothed, booted , bootless , young, old , grave and gay, all busily intent

on emptying the vans and transferring the mails into the hold of the

splendid 20 -knot steamer of the P. & 0. Company which is made

fast to the quay. At the foot of the gangway stands an officer with

a box divided into ten sections , each of which holds ten bamboo

sticks-tallies . Each porter that enters with a bag is given one of

the tallies , which he delivers at the head of the gangway to an officer

who deposits it in another ten -holed box , and at the same time shouts

out to a clerk sitting at a table near his elbow, under the glare of an

electric glow -lamp, particulars of the destination of the bags , — “ Hong

Kong," “ Shanghai,” “ Bombay,” “ Singapore, " " China Fleet," and

so forth , hour after hour. As the box at the top is filled , it is carried

to the bottom and replaced by its empty fellow . It is an admirable

system of check, which has been introduced from China by the steam

ship Company. Upon the delivery of the last bag accounts are

examined ; and , given that the totals are mutually in accord , the steamer

sheers off en route to Port Said , whilst the officer -in-charge, dog -tired ,

retires within the mosquito curtains of his bed at the neighbouring

hotel to dream of home and St. Martin's . R. W. HATSWELL.
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The Home of Gilbert White.

S
SELBORNE is the little village in Hampshire, about four

miles from the old country town of Alton, which has

become famous through being the former place of

residence of the Rev. Gilbert White, who wrote

The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne. The study

of nature is now so wide-spread , and there are so few families which

do not own amongst their number at least one who has made a study

or a hobby of some branch of natural history, that it is scarcely to be

wondered at that so picturesque and so interesting a place as

Selborne is visited by quiet tourists from all parts of the kingdom .

But more than this, it is visited by travellers from all parts of the

world . Outside the metropolis, Selborne probably ranks next to

Stratford -on -Avon as the most frequented spot by American tourists ,

and visiting-books in the local inns bear testimony to the intense

interest with which the surroundings of Selborne are regarded.

When James Russell Lowell visited Selborne in 1880 , in company

with Lady Palmer and others, he wrote :

“ With them to seek his head - stone grey ,

The lover true to birds and trees,

Added strange sunshine to the day.

My eye a scene familiar sees ,

And Home ! is whispered on the breeze .”

And Lowell was one of many who, both before and since, have

visited the same “ head -stone grey ” in Selborne Churchyard.

Amongst Gilbert White's manuscripts was found, after his death ,

a poem entitled “ The Invitation to Selborne.” It was originally

addressed to his nephew , Samuel Barker, and was incorporated in the

edition of White's book which was published in 1813 .

“ See Selborne spreads her boldest beauties round ,

The varied valley and the mountain ground,

wildly majestic.”

A copy of the poem should accompany each pilgrim to the village.

It is in a sense descriptive of the place. Its “ boldest beauties” and

its “ mountain ground ” are certainly attractive as ever . Geologists

tell us that the soil here is of so diversified a nature that the local
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flora contains plants of very different habitats. In a walk of two

miles west to east across Selborne, we descend from downs of true

chalk, across the upper greensands, on to the heavy blue gault clay,

and then across the varied formation known as lower greensand .

Then as we reach Walmer, we come on to the Wealden formation .

No wonder then that White was able to make so complete a list of

the “ more rare plants ” of Selborne.

Whatever Selborne was in days gone by, it is a highly flourishing

village now. There is no sleepiness about it , although it retains

much that is “ old -world ” about it still. No railway runs into the

village, and one may perhaps hope that never will its Hanger echo to

GILBERT WHITE'S HOUSE AT SELBORNE.

the piercing shrieks of the locomotive or the roar of the passing train .

It present, it is but a few miles from the nearest railway, and it is easily

accessible to those who really care about seeing the village, while it is

just far enough away to prevent it becoming the happy hunting

ground of the mere bank holiday tripper.

The house in which Gilbert White lived abuts on to the pavement

of the village street. It has been considerably enlarged in recent

years, or perhaps one should say, it has been added to . Without

much difficulty , the modern and more pretentious part could be

separated from the old house, and the latter remains in very much

the same state as in White's time . He lived in it for 38 years, viz .,

1755 to 1793, and it was thence he was conveyed to his last resting

place in an obscure portion of the churchyard .

с
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Entrance to the churchyard is gained from a kind of village

square , known as the Plestor, that is , the play -place, or as we should

say now , the recreation ground. This piece of ground was granted

for the use of the villagers by Sir Adam Gurdon, in 1271 , and

formerly contained a large oak , but this was overset by the great

storm of 1703 , a storm which created great havoc around the coasts .

Immediately inside the graveyard is the great yew -tree for which the

place is famous, and then close at hand is the old-fashioned church

porch . The corner -stones of the church are huge blocks of ragstone

quarried in the locality. In the mortar between the blocks small

fragments of a red stone have been inserted, with a view , as White

says, of giving to the stone-work an “ elegant appearance . ” Hence ,

visitors were accustomed to ask him whether the builders had

“ fastened the walls together with tenpenny nails.”

The roads around Selborne are remarkable for the fact that they

are considerably below the level of the surrounding fields . When

writing to Pennant, White speaks of them as having been worn down

through the stratum of freestone, “ by the traffic of ages and the

fretting of water ," and this is well exemplified by the main road of the

village itself, both on the south and on the north . This phenomenon

is well shown in our illustration, which depicts some old -fashioned ,

thatched -roofed cottages, the frontdoors of which are approached by

numerous stone steps. There are some few of these cottages in the

village , and they add considerably to its picturesqueness.

From the top of the Hanger we have a bird's -eye view of the

village, and can see the church with the gable-roofed parsonage close

by: On the same site formerly stood the parsonage with which

Gilbert White was familiar and of which he says :

“ Nor be the parsonage by the Muse forgot ,

The partial hard admires his native spot,

Smit with its beauties, loved as yet a child ,

Unconscious why, its ' scapes grotesque and wild ."

Immediately beneath our feet, as we look at the picture, are the

fields at the bottom of the zigzag path , forming a part of Gilbert

White's little estate , and stretching away to the garden at the back of

his house .

Additional interest attaches to “ The Wakes," as White's old

house is known, from the fact that the celebrated Professor Bell lived

there from 1842 until his death in 1880. He, himself, was an ardent

admirer of all that appertained to White, and he showed the greatest

carefulness in preserving the house from damage.
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A path leads from the kitchen at the back of the house, to a spot

in the garden , on which White's summer -house was built . The

summer-house is gone, but the path , four bricks wide , remains, and

where it terminates there is a circle of trees which grew around the

summer-house .

White's old sun-dial is still to be seen hard by. Many an

observation he made while watching the shadows on this monument

1
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THATCHED COTTAGES IN SELBORNE VILLAGE.

of antiquity. On all hands there is much in the surroundings of

Selborne to remind one of this eighteenth century naturalist, and it is

hoped that the movement for the acquisition of the house by public

subscription as a memorial to his memory may meet with a successful

termination .

EDWARD A. Martin .
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George Alfred Henty : Some

Personal Recollections.

EORGE HENTY, as he was always called by his

familiars,” was a man worth knowing. He was not

only an admirable writer, but he was an admirable

man , which is not always - perhaps not often -- the same

thing. He had travelled much , always with his eyes and ears wide

open , and he had had experiences and adventures such as fall to the

lot of few men. Soldier, sailor , miner, war correspondent , special

correspondent, he had been all over the world , so to speak, beginning

with the Crimean War, continuing with the Abyssinian and Ashanti

expeditions, the Austro -Italian War (where he had George Meredith

as a companion ), the Franco -German War, and the communal siege

of Paris ; and anon taking part in such peaceful proceedings as the

opening of the Suez Canal , the visit of the Prince of Wales to India,

and the Autumn Manæuvres on Salisbury Plain and Dartmoor. It

was in connection with these last-mentioned events that I first met

him , in the company of two other men who have since become

distinguished— Archibald Forbes and Richard Whiteing. We lodged

together at the same house at Dartmoor, and Henty was the life and

soul of the party, relating his experiences in the graphic style of which

he was such a master, and even condescending to a song occasionally.

I remember a song we used to have, of which the chorus was “ O !

we're off to Abyssinia ," sung to the tune of “ John Brown's body lies

mouldering in the grave ." I remember, too , with what enthusiasm

Renty described the arrival at Magdala, and the stirring events which

followed thereupon. I have seen it stated that he was in the constant

habit of telling his stories first to his own children , before committing

them to print, and I can well believe it , as he was a born story -teller,

and had the art of exciting that enthusiasm in others which he felt

himself. He was passionately fond of children, and I remember he

had his two boys down from London during our stay at Tavistock,

and mounted them both on Dartmoor ponies. One was called

Hubert, who, I fancy, perished in some adventure of the kind of
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which his father was so fond. The other is , no doubt , the Captain

C. Henty who attended the funeral at the Brompton Cemetery

towards the end of November last . The funeral was notable for

the attendance of children , including a number of girls from the

Royal Masonic Institution for Girls, in which Mr. Henty took the

deepest interest, as well as representatives from other schools in the

neighbourhood of his residence at St. John's Hill , Wandsworth . It

is not to be wondered at that there were girls at the funeral, for the

deceased used to mention , as a curious fact, that three -quarters of the

letters he received about his stories were from girls !

Henty was an excellent horseman, and was capitally mounted at

Dartmoor, on a great creature some sixteen or seventeen hands high,

and of good weight- carrying capacity. One foggy day, when Forbes

insisted on riding up to the camp, and Henty did not care to go, he

offered me his horse, which I was rash enough to accept, although

little skilled in the art of horsemanship, and confining my ambition to

a Dartmoor pony, although one of the biggest and handsomest of its

class. Forbes led me an awful dance that day, for he put his spurs

to his great " pocket elephant," as he called his mount, and the

wonder to me to this day is that I ever reached Tavistock alive ! I

think it was a wonder, also, to Henty that his horse did not return

riderless, as I was several times in imminent danger of being

* unshipped ! ” I was a light-weight compared with my friend , and

even when I confined my attentions to my pony, he would ask why I

did not get down and give the poor beast a chance ?

Henty was one of the oldest of the “ Savages ," and dated back to

the time when the Club used to meet in their “ Wigwam " in Covent

Garden . It must be thirty years or more since I first attended at

one of the house dinners as his guest, when my distinguished country

man , Andrew Halliday, was in the chair. I met several notable

men on the occasion , but , curiously enough, the only two whom I

distinctly remember, besides the chairman , are John L. Toole and

Lionel Brough . I have a dim recollection that W. S. Gilbert was

there : I know I have met him once, but whether on this occasion ,

or on Salisbury Plain , with Henty, I cannot be certain . The

“ Savages ” are a noble race , wherever you chance to meet them , and

Henty was one of the noblest of the band, several of whom assembled

round his grave in Brompton Cemetery. He was born at Trumpington ,

Cambridge, just seventy years ago, and was very proud of speaking

of himself as a Westminster Boy. From the great school he went to

Caius College, Cambridge, but his University course was interrupted
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by the determination to go out to the Crimea , and it was never

resumed .

As a boy he was for several years a great invalid, and during these

years of enforced quiet he read thousands of novels and stories,

delighting especially in Scott and Marryatt. In later life he used to

say that his omnivorous reading had been of the greatest advantage

to his literary career, and that his long illness was a blessing in

disguise . Like many, if not most, distinguished authors , he found

it difficult to secure a publisher for his earlier stories, but he soon

found a second string to his bow by joining the staff of the Standard ,

with which he remained connected in a greater or less degree until

the end. When a man has written something like eighty or a hundred

books, it is hardly likely that they should all be of equal merit ; but

all his books were good , and some of them very good . In his own

opinion Facing Death was the most popular of his stories , although

it was run hard by Out on the Pampas, a South American story,

which had a very large sale . He used to read continually in his

own line of fiction , and among modern boys' writers had a strong

admiration for George Manville Fenn . He thought, however, that

Jack Easy was the best boys' book ever written .

Henty dictated all his books to a type -writer, and I am not

surprised at this , as he wrote a terrible hand, and it was of him that

Archibald Forbes wrote in Chambers' Journal, in 1873 : “ The

Special Telegraph Staff are as skilled in the decipherment of bad

caligraphy as is a clever compositor, and they require to be so , for

they sometimes get fearful pothooks and hangers. There is a

special correspondent who cannot read his own writing ; but there

is a man on the special staff who can make it out , and wherever the

former goes, if the department can possibly arrange it , the latter goes

too." Then Forbes , professing to have overheard some of the

“ short, sharp orders ” given by me to the telegraph staff “ silently

pegging away in a shed at the back of the postmaster's house " during

the Salisbury Manceuvres, puts this into my mouth : “ The Blind

Clerk himself couldn't make it out ; you'll have to go and ask

Mr. Henty to go over it with you himself.” Only once did Henty

ever complain to me for having made a hash of his “ copy;" and

when I remarked, in a sympathetic tone , that it might be due to the

handwriting, he gave a good -natured chuckle , and remarked, “ All

right , my boy."

Henty used to say that the object of his books was to teach history,

and to help boys to lead a clean and manly life. That they achieved
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their object is beyond all doubt, and there must be thousands of boys

-lye, and girls, too — who are sorrowing for his loss to-day. The

dominant note in his character was manliness, and you had only to

look at him to realise the power that lay behind his beaming face, his

kindly eye , and his ample forehead. He was a trifle brusque at times,

but he was more than a trifle kindly and generous, and a peculiar

harshness in his voice only added to the charm and strength of his

engaging personality. I was not surprised when he took to yachting,

for there was more of the sailor than the soldier about him , his build ,

and the bluff, hearty manner which characterised him bespeaking the

quarter deck rather than the quadrangle or the barrack square . He

died on board his yacht at Weymouth , as he would probably have

wished to do, and although he had been ailing for some months, he

was so well ahead with his work, that he had already corrected the

proofs of one of his books intended for publication next year.

Ilthough regret at his death is widespread, it must be felt that he had

a well-rounded life, having all but attained the “ allotted span ” of

threescore years and ten , and being at the very pinnacle of his fame.

He loved the “ Boys of England,” and was beloved by them in return ,

and what more can a man wish for, unless it be the gratitude of the

fathers and mothers, which he undoubtedly received ? I esteem it

no small honour to have been associated, even in a casual sort of

way, with George Alfred Henty.

R. W. J.
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A Visit to Morocco in Search of

Sleep.

NSOMNIA, the demon of modern life , held me in a grip

which, as the months rolled on , became stronger and

stronger. The doctors prescribed rest, freedom from

worry, thorough change of scene and climate, and a

sea voyage, and added that the greater and more constant the

changes , the greater would be the benefit . I accepted the inevitable

and secured a berth on one of the Peninsular and Oriental Company's

steamers. It was a grey and drizzling day as the ship wended its way

down the crowded Thames, and hearts were as dull and heavy as the

damp, clinging air. By the time the Bay of Biscay was reached

bright sunshine, blue skies, and crisp, invigorating air, caused troubles

and worries to look less dark . I stood on the clean white deck and

watched the ever -changing lights on sky and sea, exchanged friendly

greetings with those who were to be my close companions for many

days, and looked with delight on the morning muster of Lascars,

whose varied dress gave a picturesque touch to their surroundings.

Life seemed after all to be worth living, and by the time the anchor

was dropped in Gibraltar Bay, it was difficult to realise that only a

few days before I had felt unable to take interest in anything. The

ship remained at Gibraltar while passengers were landed and stores

of fresh fruits and vegetables were replenished. Then off she went

again, ploughing her way through the blue waters of the Mediterranean ,

keeping in view the snow -capped Spanish mountains .

At Marseilles I said a sad “ Good -bye ” to the kindest , friendliest ,

and most entertaining of fellow travellers, and started on my

lony train journey through the Maritime Alps and flower - decked

Riviera to Italy, where kith and kin did all that loving hearts could

do to make the days one long delight. We wandered together from

Nice to San Remo, until the time came to start westward again for

Gibraltar, where I turned inland to breathe health and happiness

from the pure air and wild mountain scenery of the Sierra de Ronda

and the snow -capped Sierra Nevada. I revelled in the old halls

of the Alhambra, that wonderful monument of fairy-like architecture,
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whose walls are lace, and ceilings treasures of beauty. The

time passed as a beautiful dream , until once more I returned to

Gibraltar and took ship to Tangier. As the Rock and Spanish

mountains receded from view, the African coast in all its rugged

beauty loomed into sight . No verdure-clad mountains these , but

wild , rocky masses rising one behind the other as far as the eye
could

reach until lost in the dim distance . Soon the anchor is dropped in

the Bay of Tangier, on which the town is picturesquely situated .

Landing in Tangier is never easy, and to -day the difficulty was

emphasised by a rough sea. The deck of the little steamer soon

SAN REMO.

became crowded with people anxious for employment, but to my

relief the Moorish guide who had been retained for me appeared and

took me and my belongings entirely under his protection, and made

way for me to stand in readiness for the big surf boat when it

succeeded in reaching the steamer's side . With a very little wetting,

considering the roughness of the sea , the steps of the pier were

reached , and I found myself in the midst of a crowd of bare-legged

Moors, Spaniards, negroes , and beggars of all descriptions, who

wanted to take possession of me and my luggage. My guide, how

ever , having settled with the boatmen, came to my rescue and

conducted me to the Custom House , and answered all the questions

concerning me which were asked by the stately, white -robed and
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bare-legged Customs officials . I was then passed out from under

the dark Moorish arch into the street, which was filled with an evil

smelling crowd of men , boys , horses, donkeys, mules, dogs, and

chickens -- the elements of a typical oriental crowd -- and with difficulty

succeeded in reaching the hotel .

After a much needed rest I mounted my mule, and, with a wild

looking driver running by my side, followed my stately guide up the

steep , narrow street . Beggars and idlers everywhere crowded round

me and my mule, but were kept from being too troublesome by the

மாப்படப்படப்பர் .
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COURT OF LIONS, ALHAMBRA.

waving stick and fierce shouts of my running attendant . Our way

ran by the bazaars, where crossed-legged Moors sat by , or on , their

wares , and gossipped with the members of the smart, newly -appointed

Town Guard, who stood , squatted, or lay on the ground just inside

the gate, where their rifles were stacked , and then through the Sóko,

or market-place. Here, in a blaze of light, the sight of an Eastern

crowd, such as one reads and dreams of, but seldom sees , burst on

my sight. People from all parts of Morocco were assembling to take

part in the Isâwa, a Moslem feast. The large hummocky Soko was

a dense mass of moving figures. Men , women , and children , many

of whom had come long distances from the interior, were mixed up

in inextricable confusion with strings of camels, horses, mules, donkeys,
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dogs and goats. Here and there, as the crowd moved, could be seen

tents formed of a few sticks and a bit of carpet, or a few bamboos

and a dirty white or brown cloth , and among them women grinding

corn between two stones in the well-known Biblical fashion . A square

of wild-looking men, who rushed together at a signal , fired their rifles

and retired into the crowd to reload while others took their places,

caused great delight to a crowd of onlookers. The din of firing guns,

the clash of cymbals, the shouts of the camel drivers, and the babel of

tongues, were left behind as we turned into the broad, well-paved

road leading to Cape Spartel , and passed the European Legations

and cemetery

Court.OF THE MYRTLE , ALHAMBRA .

After descending the hill , crossing the bridge and getting into a

steep mountain path , I stopped to make an effort to take in the

glorious view of wild mountainous moorland, bare save for coarse

rough grasses and stunted bushes. Tangier lay basking in vivid colour

and sunlight, with the blue waters of the Bay at its feet, while houses,

nestling in gardens of luxuriant sub-tropical vegetation , dotted the

broken hill-sides.

The air was delicious, coming straight to us from the distant

mountains - clear, cool and bracing as iced champagne. It was

indeed good to be alive out there on the bare hill top alone with

Nature and her handiwork. Time was passing ; and there was still

some distance to go ; so, reluctantly turning from the glorious view, I

continued my journey and entered the woods of pine, cork oak,
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eucalyptus and myrtle , forming a part of the estate for which I was

bound . At last the summer home of my friends came into view . A

white Grecian temple, and the white bulustrades of an Italian garden ,

half hidden by luxuriant foliage, caught my eye as I reached the small

ala ka

A STREET IN TANGIER.

plateau on which the house stands . Dismounting and leaving men

and mules at the steps , I proceeded to the Patio, to be warmly

greeted by my fair hostess who was standing at the entrance to

welcome me. During dinner it was decided that I must see the
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Isiwa, and in order to avoid crossing the Soko in the fanatical crowd ,

it was decided to start early in the day. The next morning five of

us met in the Patio for coffee and toast , while the handsome Arabs

and Barbs with their attendants waited restlessly on the gravel outside.

The Soko was densely packed with thousands of men , women and

children from all parts of Morocco, and it was with some difficulty

that we made our way to the Hotel , from which we were to view the

procession as it passed from the Saints ' house above the cemetery to

the Mosque in the Moorish town . My kind friends insisted upon my

having the best corner of the balcony, and were most untiring in their

efforts for my comfort and amusement, calling my attention to what

was most worth looking at , and explaining what I did not understand .

In exclamation from one of our party drew my attention to the top of

the hill , where we could just discern a moving mass of waving banners

and white figures, with here and there a glimpse of the vivid green of

a saint. Strange barbaric music fell on our ears, as the dancing

crowd drew nearer and nearer . Figures were seen with waving hands

and arms, throwing their heads up and down, until it seemed as if the

poor frantically tossed heads must break off and roll away. As the

music grew more and more weird , so the excitement of the crowd

became greater. Wild unearthly shouts and screams, and frantic

rushes were made by the now maddened people as they danced and

tossed down the hill . Yet the progress was really slow, as the pace

was kept by the group of white robed figures. The Moorish women

are allowed to take part in the Isâwa procession ; and it was strange to

see these usually modest, timid creatures so wrought up by religious

excitement as to forget all else, and in their frenzied antics and wild

delirious dance out-do the equally mad men . Quicker and quicker

grew the dance as they reached the Sôko. A living lamb was now

thrown high into the air, and before it could touch the ground it was

tom in pieces, and devoured, even to the wool, by the frenzied

multitude. Those who had not secured morsels fought like demons

with those who had , in order to obtain the coveted talisman of luck

and blessing. Again and again was a poor helpless lamb thrown , and

fought for by the now awful looking creatures smeared with blood and

dirt.

As soon as the procession had passed the Soko we hurriedly

mounted , and rode to our hotel in the European part of the town for

Test and refreshment . Again mounting our steeds , we rode in the

brilliant sunshine, up past the old Moorish Palace, the home of the

Shereefa of Wazan and her sons , to the Marchant, to watch the
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Mounted Powder Play. It was a wonderful sight of marvellous Arab

horsemanship . Then tired, dusty, but still full of life and enjoyment,

we rode through the quiet country to our mountain home. How

I explored the old Moorish town — spent hours looking for curios in

the bazaars, drank tea with the Shereefa and her perfectly lovely

daughter-in -law , who wore the exquisite dress of a Moorish princess

returned by moonlight on a mule from a dinner at one of the

BORDIGHERA.

Legations, went to a reception given by my hostess, and wandered

delightedly through their “ house beautiful,” are not these things

written in the “ Book of Happy Memories ? ”

Adieu , dear land of strange experiences, oriental splendour, and

all the magic of Eastern life, where restful sleep returned , not as a

fitful guest, but as a true and faithful friend ! Adieu !

Ottery St. Mary: NOR S. HART.
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The Irish Yeomanry and the Irish

Brigade.

AN EPISODE OF THE LATE WAR .

T six o'clock or thereabouts on Saturday morning, the

24th August, 1901 , the sun came up with a click from

the horizon , and shed its grateful glow on three hundred

famished men who were bending their weary heads

towards Griquatown . The preceding night had been one of

exceeding bitterness even for Griqualand West, and when the

reveille came at five o'clock - if it can be called reveille to be

dragged from your blankets by a corporal-- it was answered with

Teluctant promptness by men who knew what penalties under such

circumstances attend upon delay.

The hour preceding the dawn is colder even than those of the

middle night, and men who had the misfortune to have horses were

fain to dip their frozen fingers in their coffee to enable them to fasten

their saddle straps.

Necessity knows no law ; and at six , as I have said , three hundred

men , exclusive of the camp followers, marched from the town of

Campbell guarding a valuable convoy for the relief of the inhabitants .

of Griquatown .

The convoy had originally started faom Kimberley laden with

provisions for Campbell, Daniel's Kail, and Griquatown, under the

command of Major Paris (subsequently captured with Lord Methuen ).

At Campbell, however, Paris deemed it expedient to separate our

forces, which, all told , amounted to perhaps seven hundred men .

His object was to hem in the enemy by a junction of our two

parties at a given point. With this view he detailed the 74th

Company Dublin Imperial Yeomanry, representing an effective force

of about 135 , and the Northumberland Fusiliers , numbering approxi

mately roo men , under the command of Major Humby, to proceed

through Campbell to Griquatown, which latter place he proposed to

reach by another route, vil .. , through Daniel's Kail. With him he

took 400 men of various units, two fifteen pounders, and a pom -pom .
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To us were relegated a pom -pom and a maxim . I wish they had

been better guns.

Forth then we marched from Campbell at possibly two miles an

hour, cheered by the fancied admiration of many chocolate -coloured

faces peeping forth from their canvas mansions, and flattered by the

salutations of the younger fry who begged biscuits — unawed by our

dreadful appearance.

It was a lovely morning and our spirits ran high . It was a

morning on which the poet would have loved to depict the birds

twittering in the trees, but in this strange land there are no trees , and

unhappy birds ( if there were any ) would of necessity do their

twittering at home.

Our practice was to halt at 10 a.m. at the most convenient farm

house, and to resume our march at 3 p.m., thus enabling us to water

the animals and men , and allowing the oxen to obtain a sufficient

amount of nourishment from the scanty herbage.

On this occasion we halted near a farm -house twenty miles from

Griquatown , at a place without any particular name. Inquiries were

made from the friendly and sagacious farmer (who doubtless feared

for his chickens) whether any of the enemy had been recently sighted

in the neighbourhood . His ignorance of their movements was

astounding It even appeared from his demeanour that he was

unaware that a war was in progress at all . He invited our Major to

have a friendly pick with him , and we proceeded to open our tins of

bully beef with our bayonets. I should mention here, as a curious

circumstance, that for the first time, and so far as I remember the

last in the annals of our Company, we were placed without any

obvious reason on quarter rations. This restriction excited great and

natural indignation amongst men already sufficiently hungry. One

famished wag on hearing the announcement called ironically for three

cheers for the Quarter- Ration -Sergeant. Another man , named Callis,

held up his biscuit and said with comical pathos, “ Good Heavens, am

I expected to live for twenty-four hours on this ? ” Poor fellow ! He

never lived to eat the biscuit .

They say that men can fight better before dinner than after ; and

certainly we suffered no great disadvantage from having dined .

Promptly at 3 o'clock, I well remember, we resumed our march , and

as we jolted along in our saddles we chatted merrily. Many jokes,

ill- chosen I thought at the time , were levelled at me and my Pegasus,

the recollection of whose virtues is ever present to me. He was a

high , and by no means corpulent horse, and must have been rather
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well -favoured in his early days. He was discreet withal, and seldom

hurried except when coming out of battle, or going into camp at

feeding time. I never felt inclined , however, to chide him for this

reluctance to plunge into danger.

It was the practice of the men to call their mounts by names they

fancied , such as Bill, Mick , Alice, &c. In order to give mine some

degree of social standing I called him Aloysius. His obvious gratitude

quite rewarded me for the bold departure, and his staid demeanour

amply justified the title.

These pleasant interchanges were subjected to a sudden interrup

tion ; there was a suggestive sound of musketry in our immediate

front, and a mounted orderly rode up to our officer, Lieutenant Ford ,

with the intelligence that “ A Troop ” of the 74th Company which

formed the advance guard was engaged on the kopje with the

enemy.

We, of “ B ” Troop, being the support of the advance guard,

iminediately advanced to their assistance.

When we ascended the hill , having left our horses at the base,

heavy firing was in progress, and we were ordered to sight our rifles

at 1,700 yards. We fired for some time at an enemy obviously

retreating in the distance, fondly imagining that victory was already in

our hands.

We were to be undeceived . For suddenly from our

immediate right , and at a distance roughly estimated at one hundred

yards , there came a most terrific fusilade, chiefly of explosive bullets.

Some of our men were standing up at the time, thus affording

excellent targets for the hidden enemy. I had taken the precaution

of lying down, because I had found from previous experience that I

could fight better in that position . A young fellow named Knight

The could not have been more than eighteen years of age) was standing

in front of me firing away as if his game were wild duck . “ Lie

down ! ” “ Lie down ! ” I screamed to him ; and he did , but he never

rose again .

Then truly the horrors of the day began ; man after man was hit ;

some had not time to utter a sound, others groaned and writhed in

their anguish , and called for help, which none could render them ,

Some were mercifully shot through the head and went out without a

struggle ; others were hit in the stomach and lingered on for hours in

indescribable agony.

It soon became evident that we were hopelessly surrounded and

out-numbered ; a chorus of voices demanded “ hands oop," and

soon

D



46 TH
E

IR
IS
H

YE
OM
AN
RY

AN
D

TH
E

IR
IS
H

BR
IG
AD
E

.

behold I was a prisoner! Although I must confess to some degree

of anxiety as to my personal safety (not knowing what practice might

be in vogue regarding prisoners with this particular party ), I think my

chief concern at the time, being intolerably hungry, was that the

faithless Aloysius had departed, carrying with him a considerable

quantity of bread , and a tin of golden syrup.

Before standing up and delivering myself I had taken the pre

caution of withdrawing the bolt from my rifle and throwing it some

distance away, thus rendering the weapon useless, unless of course the

bolt was recovered .

I was approached by a very dilapidated Boer with a shaggy beard,

trousers which displayed symptoms of an imminent dissolution of

partnership, and with a strong Dublin accent. He motioned to me

when some distance away to take off mybandoliers ; this I immediately

did and handed them to him . He then demanded my hat , which was

also cheerfully rendered .

“ Thank you ,” said he.

“ Not at all, ” I replied , “ but as the sun is very hot perhaps you

could oblige me with yours."

“ Certainly," said he, suiting the action to the word .

It will thus be seen that even on the field of battle gentlemen can

be gentlemen . When this light interchange of courtesies had ceased ,

his eye unhappily lit upon my boots .

“ I fear,” said he, “ that I'll have to trouble you for them boots

too ."

“ Well, sir," says I , " if you want my boots you'll have to take

them off, and that's more than I have been able to do for the past

two months.”

This conversation though not unfriendly was somewhat dangerous,

inasmuch as the firing from behind, that is to say from the British

lines, had become exceedingly brisk . The Northumberland Fusiliers .

had formed up and were delivering very effective volleys, compelling

the enemy to retire to their original cover . My friend , the Dublin

Boer, abruptly left me, omitting the usual parting salutation.

Just at this moment I caught sight of a little group of khaki-clad men

a few yards off. I ran up to them at once , and found that two of them

had been badly wounded . Lieutenant Ford was shot through the shin

bone and was in great agony. I think he had been hit by an explosive

bullet. Trooper Yarnell was wounded in so many places that he was

practically all a wound. Blood was pouring from all his limbs ; he

had been hit in both legs, both arms, and in the chest . Fortunately
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he retained the use of his legs, for it would have been practically

impossible to carry him .

As the firing was very heavy at the time on both sides (our guns

having been got into position ), Ford implored us to save ourselves

and let him take his chance. We managed, however, with some

difficulty and with great pain no doubt to him , to carry him down the

far side of the hill to a place of safety. Here we continued for two

hours at least , listening to the gradually declining fire. Our guns for

some reason - inexplicable at the time — had ceased , but the volleying

of the Northumberlands continued to cheer our hearts with delightful

music. We knew that the enemy habitually resorted to individual

firing, and that as long as the volleying continued the chance of Boer

teeth chewing our bully beef was remote .

Suddenly silence fell upon us , and we felt that it was more dreadful

than the noise . What did it portend ? Did it mean that the convoy

had fallen into the enemy's hands ?

The officer had some brandy in his flask, and with this we were able

to sustain the two men during this time of awful suspense. Then

suddenly there was a crackling among the bushes where we lay, and

each man instinctively made himself as small as possible. But it was

only Mercier, one of the men of B Company, who had met with a

fate similar to our own, and had accidentally stumbled across our

place of concealment. He brought the glad tidings to our ears that

the enemy had retired , and that for the present, at all events, the

convoy was safe.

The sun had fallen for some time and the stars were shining

brilliantly ; the blood was freezing on the wounds of our comrades

and they groaned exceedingly .

We had a very remote idea of our whereabouts, or the

whereabouts of our company, and accordingly two of us , Mercier

and I , went out to reconnoitre . We struck the road at a point

about a mile on the Griquatown side of the scene of action ,

and keeping the shelter of the bushes parallel with the road

towards Rooi Kopjes, we soon met a party of our men who

procured the ambulance and aided us in bringing the wounded

men into the comparative safety of the camp. Here consternation

reigned. A roll -call was held ; and , out of 52 men who roughly

composed the fighting strength of A and B troops, twelve only

answered to their names, and the greatest fears were entertained

for the safety of the remainder. We had every reason to believe

that we were outnumbered and that the camp might be rushed
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at any moment. C and D troops were, however, intact, and the

Northumberlands had not suffered any loss, so that as the enemy

had no means of accurately gauging our strength , the more

sanguine of us ! thought they would hesitate to attack , and that,

even if they did attack, we were in a position to give them

a hearty Irish welcome. Meanwhile the details of the fight were

eagerly recounted .

It appeared that the enemy, who were chiefly composed of

what was known as the Irish Brigade under the command of

Field-Cornet Conroy, a man of conspicuous bravery and generosity,

had strongly entrenched themselves on the hills known as Rooi

Kopjes, and had been waiting for us (as we subsequently

ascertained) for at least two days .

When A ¡troop came into range a perfect tornado of bullets

greeted them , and six men fell, wounded and dying, from their

saddles . The remainder dismounted and took such cover as they

could find , this being at the best very poor. The officer of the

troop, who was badly wounded in the chest, fearing that his men

would be annihilated, sent an orderly for B troop and, as I have

already related , the latter received a very warm reception .

It transpired afterwards, indeed, that of the 52 men engaged

the kopje and ne immediate vicinity, ten were killed

outright and twenty-four wounded , five of whom died subsequently.

Major Paris stated in a valedictory address , which he delivered

to us later on , that we had lost more men in proportion to the

number engaged than any unit since the beginning of the war .

But for the Fusiliers, the convoy would no doubt have fallen

into the hands of the enemy, who , pressed by hunger and want,

were determined to capture it . Our stand enabled the infantry

to take up a position and , certainly, the tune they played must

have induced the enemy to dance. Great as was our loss, theirs

was greater , both in killed and wounded, and on that smiling,

sunny evening many brave men went down to Hades.

When the morning broke, the scene on the hill was simply

ghastly. One man was found with his head literally blown to

pieces. In his hand he held , though still in death , the packet of

surgical bandages supplied for use on the field . Another young

fellow , mortally wounded , had time, before death claimed him , to

indite in letters verily of blood a loving and pathetic message to

his mother. Needless to say it was faithfully delivered .

It may be of interest to the readers of this Magazine to know

on
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that at least four members, past or present , of the Dublin Post

Office were engaged on that occasion and shared its risks and its

penalties. Of the four, two were killed ; one lost his left arm , and

the fourth man, by the mercy of God (which nobody has greater

reason to recognise than the writer) escaped without injury.

The bodies of the ten men who were killed on the spot were

recovered in the morning and duly interred at the foot of the hill

in separate graves. For purposes of future identification their names

were enclosed in bottles, which were placed at the foot of their

respective resting places .

A temporary hospital was improvised for the wounded, with

necessarily limited accommodation ; they were made as comfortable

as possible, and the rest of us proceeded on our march to Griqua

town, with hearts heavy but triumphant.

HERBERT SANDS.

G.P.O. , Dublin.

THE CIVIL SERVANT OF THE 20TH CENTURY.

( From a sketch made in the A.G.D. by C.G.C. )
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Queen Elizabeth's Posts,

N his History of the Post Office Mr. Joyce says (p. 4) ,

“for the regulation of the posts , the earliest instructions

of which we have any record were issued by Queen

Elizabeth.” He does not give any authority for this

statement, and perhaps did not consider it necessary to do so,

but I have found at the Record Office a copy of the regulations

to which , I think, Mr. Joyce refers. They are contained in

a parchment covered book marked “ Matters of State and force

of the kingdom ” which seems to have been compiled in or about

the year 1575. The matters of State include lists of the Justices

of the Peace for the several counties of England and Wales,

the names of the bishops and deans of Cathedrals with their

respective incomes, and a good deal of miscellaneous information

which does not concern my present purpose. The regulations are

headed “ Orders appointed by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty

to be generally observed by her Highness's posts throughout the

realm ," and the orders occupy more than five somewhat closely

written foolscap pages . Mr. Joyce's summary of the orders tells us

that “ every post was to keep and have constantly ready two horses at

least with suitable furniture . He was to have at least two bags of

leather well lined with baize or cotton , and a horn to blow as oft as

he meets company, or four times in every mile. He was after

receiving a packet to start within fifteen minutes, and to run (ride) in

summer at the rate of seven miles an hour and in winter at the rate

of five. The address of the packet and the day and the hour at

which he received it were to be carefully entered in a book to be kept

for the purpose . But the packets which were thus to be treated were

only such as should be on the Queen's affairs, or the affairs of State .

All others are to pass as by-letters.”

To this summary it may be well to add that a large fair book was

to be kept for the entry of the names of all persons travelling post,

and those who served the post were empowered if their own horses

were out to take up more , paying to the party whose horse was taken

as much as the postmaster ( if I may anticipate the use of the word )

would receive for a horse of his own . In London the postmaster was

to keep six horses as directed by an order of the Privy Council made
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in January, 1573 , and by another order postmasters were forbidden to

supply horses, except upon commission from her Majesty, her

Council or the Master of the Posts. The Acts of the Privy Council

contain several entries of the issue of such commissions.

In addition to the orders the book contains lists of the posts

between Berwick and the Court, the names of the posts coming out

of Ireland , and of the posts from London to Dover. These lists are

as follows :

The names of all the towns where the posts are between Berwick

and the Court :

Northumberland Berwick Nottingham Newark

Belford Lincoln Grantham

Alnwick
Bytham

Morpeth Stamford

The Bishopric Newcastle Huntingdon Stilton

( .e ., Durham ) Durham Huntingdon

Darlington Caxton

Yorks. Northallerton Hertford Royston

Boroughbridge Ware

Wetherby Middlesex Waltham

Ferrybridge Berks. London

Doncaster Hounslow

Nottingham Scrooby Windsor

Tuxford

The names of the Post Towns coming out of Ireland with the

number of miles distant from each other : --

Miles.

Imprimis from Holyhead to Beaumaris 24

Beaumaris to Conway 13

Conway to Denbigh ...

Denbigh to Westchester

Westchester to Nantwich 14

Nantwich to Stone
16

Stone to Lichfield 16

Lichfield to Coventry ...

Coventry to Daventry

Daventry to Stony Stratford ... 16

Stony Stratford to Dunstable 16

Dunstable to St. Albans

St. Albans to Barnet ...

Barnet to London

22
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Posts from London to Dover : --

Miles.

I 2

I 2

From London to Dartford

Dartford to Rochester ...

Rochester to Sittingbourne

Sittingbourne to Canterbury

Canterbury to Dover

:
:

:
:

:
8

I 2

I 2

56

I have modernised the spelling but I have not amended some

geographical errors in the first list . The distances in the second and

third lists are in many cases understated. Mr. Joyce has something

to say about Post Office mileage in Chapter X. of his History.

There had already been established posts to Exeter , Portsmouth ,

and York by orders of the Council. The post to York had

presumably been a branch post from some town on the Berwick road.

The Portsmouth post was set up by an order of the Council of

January, 1557 , and left the Exeter road at Bagshot. In April, 1558 ,

the Council directed the Master of the Posts to send it for greater

expedition by way of Guildford and Petersfield . As there is no

mention of the Exeter or Portsmouth posts in the lists printed above,

it may be assumed that they had been withdrawn at the time the lists

were compiled.

J. A. J. HOUSDEN.
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Are Places really Indifferent ?

1

[We have been asked to publish the following correspondence.)

13th October, 1902 .

To the EDITOR, St. Martin's - le -Grand.

Sir , -Some little while ago I attended a lecture at a Socialist

club on “ The Way Out.” The members of that club hold , I
suppose ,

that Socialism is the way out, and I presumed that the lecturer would

be like a preacher, and tell the audience what it already knew .

I was there because I had been charmed with a book of the

lecturer's, and I wished to know whether he fitted his book , whether I

should be charmed with his personality. I was charmed . In half

an -hour I was a Socialist. I only desired the lecture to end in order

that I might sign the Covenant. The end came, and up rose a clear

headed , cold -blooded critic , who said : “ Our friend Belloc has given

us a very good lecture , but it is as well to remember that his way

out is frankly anarchistic.” It was so, and I had not known it .

So with the essay of your contributor, Mr. Edward Bennett , on

“ The Indifference of Places .” I am charmed with their indifference

until I remember the places. I know the Sevenoaks district fairly

Well , and I go there precisely because it is not indifferent. So does

Mr. Bennett . Is he smiling, like Mr. Hilaire Belloc, at the trick

he has played ? Or is his name indeed Balaam ? Does he really

wish to defend his title ? I am not sure . I look at the essay again .

" You think you know a person through and through, but you

accompany him or her to some new scene and quite a

rush of undiscovered thought and feeling is let loose . And there are

some reserved and diffident natures which only reveal themselves in

this way. " That is not to prove that the scene is indifferent. But it

is the persons you are interested in ? Very well ; try Bethnal Green

instead of Ightham Mote and the country thereby. Let E. B. walk

his reserved and diffident natures round and round a gas works .

That will not open the soul of Angelina like the subtle influence of

the pines. He himself confesses that even Battersea Park cannot do

that. On a hill-top Angelina is voluble. Give her a distant view

and she is very voluble. E. B. himself, on a hill and with a view ,

desires to sing the Venite or Jubilate Deo out of sheer delight . His

other companions are variously affected .
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Is this to speak to the text, Mr. Editor ?

The samecompanions, on the same day, set to walk the same number

of hours in Hoxton , would be unutterably wretched . In some places

we are uplifted, in some we are cast down , irrespective of companions.

The place is never indifferent . I know a man who found Venice dull

and commonplace, and who hastened home to Yarmouth . Neither

place was indifferent to him , but he did love Yarmouth , in the season .

His spirit went out to meet the spirit of Yarmouth sands. There, in

the season , he said, was life. There they spoke English, the speech

that goes ringing round the world . I have heard of another

traveller, a robust lady, who once spent three days in France, and

then hurried back to Old England for a beefsteak and a glass of beer .

Even in her case , although nourishment appears to have been all in

all, places were probably not indifferent . Still , I don't know the

lady.

I am with Hazlitt. “ One of the pleasantest things in theworld is

going a journey." Not with the beefsteak spirit, not with the

Yarmouth sands spirit, but with the spirit that loves the earth , and

sea , and sky ; with the spirit that aspires to climb mountains, that

dwells lovingly on the beauty of a petal, and is intoxicated with the

splendour of a June meadow , that desires to see and know the works

of great men and great nations, that is curious of all peoples and

languages, that asks permission, leaving this world , to visit the stars .

Take such a spirit along from Salerno by Amalfi, and so over the

hills into Sorrento . And let it be dark when he drives under the

pergolas to the unknown inn . Rouse him early in the morning (he is

liable to overtire himself), lead him down the dewy garden , push

aside the bushes, and leave him with the Bay of Naples. I assure

you , sir , he is not unmoved .

Such a spirit is not travelling to run away from himself, like the

Emersonian traveller . He is fairly happy, thank you . It is no wonder

that the unhappy Emersonian discovered on his first journey the

indifference of places. He was determined to be miserable. But is

E. B. such a traveller ? Did he make the astounding discovery on his

first journey ? I cannot think so . We are not all endowed with

feelings of the same intensity, we are none of us Ruskins, but is the

first sight of the eternal snow of the Alps a matter of indifference to

any of us ? What, to be taken out of England one day and to open

our eyes at Lucerne the next, and to say sadly that the place is

indifferent to us, even now it is “ lovely ” Lucerne ! We should not

have the heart to say it . How could we sit on the topmost tier of the
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amphitheatre at Verona, or walk along the Hörnli to the Matterhorn

hut, or see the sunrise from the summit of Etna, or wander in the

mosque at Cordova or the monastery of St. Mark's at Florence, or

look upon the harbour of Syracuse , and say the place is indifferent to

us ? We could not do it .

Except Emerson, you say. He says he is not a good traveller though.

Consequently “ I am not much of an advocate for travelling .

For the most part, only the light characters travel.” Well, there we

have it , we travellers, right in the eye . He himself has said , “ to believe

that what is true for you is true for all men- that is genius.”

Genius speaks , then : only the light characters travel. “ The stuff of

all countries is just the same. Do you suppose there is any country

where they do not scald milk pans, and swaddle the infants, and burn

the brushwood, and broil the fish ? What is true anywhere is true every

where . ” This is the very genius of perversity. He cannot play the

game, therefore the players are vicious and the game is futile. He is

a stay -at-home. He would not have you prune vines, nor weed, nor

go into society of any kind, nor read very much. “ A brave scholar ”

should shun these things like gambling. You are to shut yourself up

and think. This is what happens when you do go out to take the air :

“ The greatest delight which the fields and woods minister is the

suggestion of an occult relation between man and the vegetable."

When I behold a rich landscape it is less to my purpose to recite

correctly the order and superposition of the strata , than to know why

all thought of multitude is lost in the tranquil sense of unity .” If one

gets tired of this, then " turn the eyes upside down, by looking at the

landscape through your legs, and how agreeable is the picture ! ” Sir ,

Mr. Editor, I swear I have not invented the last quotation . It is

from an essay on Idealism .

These things are not exactly quaint, are they ? They

attract as quaintness does. They just show that there are “ certain

chords in Emerson that did not vibrate at all.” Hear him on Nature .

* Ill things are moral every animal function, from the

punge up to Hercules, shall hint or thunder to men the laws of right

and wrong, and echo the Ten Commandments .” However, " A noble

doubt perpetually suggests itself whether Nature outwardly

exists . " We know that doubt. It comes from playing too much with

metaphysics. It comes to men who live in parlours and think too

intently, to men whose blood is poor. It can be dissipated by horse

exercise , I understand. “ How calmly and genially ," as he says, " the

mind apprehends one after another the laws of physics !” For

not

.
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“ apprehends one after another” read “ would apprehend some of. ”

How exquisitely beautiful Addle Hill would appear, viewed through

one's legs !

Emerson is not a guide to be followed blindly. He , like other

men , can bemuse himself with words. Sometimes he can touch us

with words of infinite truth and beauty. Sometimes, often , his words

are neither apt nor beautiful . He abounds in the platitudes of the

preacher. He dogmatises like any schoolmaster. Occasionally he

tells untruths, as when he says , “ Our first journey discovers to us the

indifference of places.” We have other and better guides than he to

follow when the question is one of taste, of love, of friendship, of

beauty, of common sense, of Greece or Rome, of Montaigne or

Shakespeare, of anything but Emerson and the American Scholar.

And I loved him once . No one knows better than I how unfairly

I have here quoted him. I revered him as a wise, God -fearing father.

But now I have left his house I have forgotten all he did for me ,

and only remember the words with which he drove me out.

And so I remain , Mr. Editor,

Yours very sorrowfully,

W. F. SHANNON.

P.S. — Do you know your contributor ? Do you think he'llmind

these wild words ? I think if he is a Transcendentalist he will pass

them by as gross , earthly, and therefore not- to -be-considered words .

They will not affect him . But if he should be an ordinary person he

might become angry at my lack of sympathy. Dear Mr. Editor ,

assure him of my love .

P.P.S. - Besides, he began it .

14th October, 1902 .

Mr. BENNETT,

Please furnish a written explanation of your conduct. You

would appear to have let us in as usual.

The EDITOR .

17th October, 1902 .

To the EDITOR.

Sir , -- No : it was not my intention to dispute the obvious. I

discovered a phrase which took my fancy and I felt it must be true.

The absolute indifference of places does not exist even in a blind

man's experience, but their comparative indifference is surely obvious

to most of us. And in writing my article I was only indulging in a

pleasant fancy that places draw out personalities, perhaps, but seldom
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or never possess the individual to the extent of becoming one with or

master of his character. “ Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a

mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart

from him .” No, not even on the Jungfrau or on the road from

Salerno by Amalfi. He only finds there fresh material on which to

work his foolishness .

Suppose, for instance , that I accept Mr. Shannon's challenge, and

taking him as the type of “ a reserved and diffident nature,” I walk

him “ round and round the gas works.” I take as another companion

some unreserved and extremely plain spoken individual who has not

what we call “ nice feelings .” How will the walk affect these two

characters ? Will the gas works make the same appeal to both ?

Mr. Shannon will go round and round, and not once lose his urbanity,

his eagerness to see the beautiful in everything, his faith in me as a

man of taste, his anxiety to impute good motives to me ; and he will

bear himself all the time as one who, if he cannot at once detect any

divine message in the gas works, will assume that the trip “ round

and round ” is intended to serve some wise and mysterious purpose .

The other man will use gaseous language, will throw things about,

and will impute horrible motives to me. The appeal the gas works

makes to these two personalities is only in the form of a manifesta

tion on their part of their particular temperaments ; it has no message

of its own to these men ; it has no power to turn them into gods or

devils. And I , their host, become so interested in the different

manifestations of character in my two companions, that I forget

the gas works altogether. I am indifferent to the place compared

with the interest I feel in the human personalities at my side . And

here lies the explanation why I go round and round . It is due to

sheer absent-mindedness : the place has become so indifferent to me.

** The learned Smelfungus travelled from Boulogne to Paris, from

Paris to Rome, and so on ; but he set out with the spleen and

jaundice, and every object he passed by was discoloured or distorted .

He wrote an account of them , but 'twas nothing but the account of

his miserable feelings . ” So wrote the Rev. Laurence Sterne, who

himself made a very memorable sentimental journey, in which the

places he visited were of comparatively little importance. Mr. Shannon ,

in his turn , has travelled from Salerno by Amalfi ; he has sat

on the topmost tier of the amphitheatre at Verona ; he has walked

along the Hörnli to the Matterhorn hut ; he has seen the sunrise

from the top of Etna ; he has wandered in the mosque at Cordova,

in the monastery of St. Mark's, at Florence , and he has looked upon
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the harbour of Syracuse. He, too , writes not on account of them ,

but of his own happy optimistic feelings. He had these before

starting ; they went with him ; he comes back with them ; if on the

other hand the places had made him permanently miserable, I could

have believed his creed .

Like Hazlett and Mr. Shannon , I also think that one of the

pleasantest things in the world is “ going a journey, ” but it is

“ the going ” that is the pleasantest, because of its opportunity for

companionship ; the mere arriving when you are called upon to see

or to do the places is something like work which has to be got

through from a sense of duty. It is the company on the road whom

I put on my knapsack in order to meet. If I go alone the awful

indifference of the places I visit depresses rather than elevates my

soul. They convey no message to my lonely spirit ; they only awaken

and stir into restless action my own self-consciousness. Like a child

in the dark I want to hold somebody's hand when I take my walks

in an indifferent universe. Have I made myself clear ? Dear Mr.

Editor, do you think Mr. Shannon will mind if I say I detect in him

that species of fallacious optimism which is produced by the glow of

good health and youth ? To possess either is to be blind to the

deep things of the spirit ; to possess both is to be out of sympathy

with wise and thoughtful men of all ages, who have usually been

dyspeptic and miserable.

It is painful to see a bright and intelligent youth such as

Mr. Shannon is, abjuring Emerson , his old master . But he cannot

stop in this condition . I once worshipped Emerson, and then also I

turned and rent him . An iconoclastic mood is, however, only

temporary, and now and then the fancy takes me to have a bout with

an old enthusiasm . The winter firelight often wakens in me the

memories of old days when I sat reverently at the feet of the great

rhetoricians of literature . When I take from my shelf the long

despised master, and read him in the light of a riper experience, how

unjust I feel I have been. Both my early impressions were wrong .

I worshipped Emerson as a rhetorician , and afterwards I denounced

him as a windbag, and I skied him on my library shelves. But there

is " stuff ” that endures in Emerson, and he has magnificent

quotations. “ His words are," as Mr. Shannon says , “ often neither

apt nor beautiful ; he abounds in the platitudes of the preacher. He

dogmatises like any schoolmaster. Occasionally he tells untruths. ”

Yes, I endorse all this, but how comforting I often find is platitude

when one is wearied of the parodoxes of the young writers of the
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twentieth Century ; how refreshing is dogmatism to the man who is

bored to death with trying to look all round subjects. And to tell

untruths only occasionally ! Oh ! Mr. Editor ! what an ideal for

Mr. Shannon , for you and for me !

Your obedient Servant,

EDWARD BENNETT.

P.S. - I did'nt begin the discussion . It began in the Garden of

Eden . It partly explains the Fall of Man.

18th October, 1902 .

Mr. SHANNON ,

For his remarks.

The EDITOR .

21st October, 1902 .

Dear Mr. EDITOR,

I admit to youth, and, when I am in a nice place, in sunshine, to

optimism . It has not been always so with me. I have been even

younger than I am , and a black pessimist in all places and in all

Weathers . It was just after I had been beaten back from youth's

attempted escalade of Heaven, and I entertained great scorn of my

five senses and this miserable little speck of dust , the Earth . The

thoughtful dyspeptics had brought me to this unhappy state . I had

imagined that they knew THE SECRET, and had searched , with them ,

into the deep things of the spirit, and had soared , with them ,

abstractedly amongst the stars, until my brain clogged and my eyes

grew dim (so that I am confused and short-sighted to this day ).

Ind all the result I had was to be doubtful whether I was I.

Whereupon I left the company of those men , and walked out

into the fields, sullen and perplexed . And there I sat me down, and

cursed the day when I had first desired to comprehend the Incom

prehensible . And whether it was that that relieved me, or that the

sweet spring air entered into my blood , or the lark's song charmed

away my madness, or whether God Himself spoke to me, I know not,

but it was revealed to me, then and there, that a knowledge of first

causes was not necessary if I would enjoy the air and the sun and the

wung , and the flowers that opened at my feet ; and that the Day of

Judgment itself need not prevent me from feeling the joy of life in

that meadow and in that hour. It was revealed to me that the world

looks fairer from a spring meadow than from the far-off throne of
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God. That the place , the point of view , is everything. Since when

I have frequented meadows and neglected metaphysics.

But if I had walked round gasworks instead of in the fields that

revelation would never have been made to me. Ugly questions

would have arisen . Gasworks, sir, are proper to the seventh circle of

Hell . And although I can easily imagine the spectral Bennett goading

me round and round them there, I cannot conceive of the corporeal

Bennett enticing me round them here, as he assumes to do . Such

works do have the power to turn men into devils . Not all men , of

course : not Emerson nor Mr. Bennett , for example — they are not

subject to enchantment ; grant the one his thoughts and the other

his friends and it's all one to them whether they are on the shady

side of a gasometer, on the coke-heap, or in the Elysian Fields .

So they say. But I suspect , sir, that Mr. Bennett is only fighting

for a phrase, and for a phrase which he has wrested from its

Emersonian position in an essay on the importance of not caring a

d-n for other people into a heading for an essay on the supreme

importance of other people . Well, to live is to go on warfare ; I fight

the phrase whichever way it's used ; it is reminiscent of that " station

in life . ” Not but what I think it stands condemned by Mr. Bennett

himself, even in his defence of it . “ If I go alone,” says he, “ the

awful indifference of the places I visit depresses rather than elevates

my soul. ” What happens in company ? The action is not the same.

The places are not indifferent in either case. It's the going alone,

however, that really depresses Mr. Bennett, although he says it's the

indifference. He prefers to travel with friends. So do I. But he

wouldn't give anything for travel without friends . There I am not

with him . Without them I should perchance not be so happy at my

happiest, and I should certainly be more depressed at my depressedest,

but Italy would still be Italy, Spain would still be Spain , alone or with

a hundred friends. Alone, the key might be lower, or it might be

higher. For Mr. Bennett , alone, there would be no tune at all .

Emerson would prefer to be alone, but in either case he has no ear.

Very well then , we have different temperaments and capacities,

and there is no need to quarrel about that . And what Mr. Bennett

says, or what I say, will be taken for what it is worth , or, more

probably, for less than it is worth . But with Emerson we cannot be

SO sure of this . He rides such a high horse, and flings his largess

of dogmas on this side and on that with such kingly airs that they

are taken for more than they are worth . They bear his image and

superscription : it is enough . Infallibility and universality are
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stamped upon them : go to, they will pass. So we do not ring them .

But no amount of casuistry shall persuade me that the phrase “ Our

first journey discovers to us the indifference of places ” is of fine gold.

It does not come from the Royal Mint. I detect in it the base

metal of that coiner Smelfungus.

In conclusion , sir , I would respectfully submit :

( 1 ) That places are not indifferent.

( 2 ) That , if they are, Emerson is not the man to tell us so.

Ulysses is the man, or Sir Richard Burton , or some

great wanderer, " expert of the world . "

( 3 ) That Mr. Bennett does not believe places are indifferent.

(4) That if he said so, he didn't mean it , for (he will not

dispute the obvious)

( 5 ) Hell is not Heaven, even with jolly companions.

And I beg to remain , sir ,

Your most obedient humble servant,

The Sentimental Traveller. (W.F.S.)

P.S.— “ The world was all before them , where to choose ," and yet

they cried a little on leaving the Garden.

P.P.S.--As to the " travelling " being the best part of travel, for

me the magic carpet and week ends at Bagdad !

22nd October, 1902 .

Mr. BENNETT,

This correspondence must now cease. What is it all about ?

Please see me.

The EDITOR.

E
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM . A History and a Criticism by Frank

Podmore, author of “ Studies in Psychical Research.” In two

volumes. Methuen & Co. , 36 , Essex Street , W.C. Price 21/--

It is four years since Mr. Podmore published his work Studies in

Psychical Research, and brought to the bar of scientific criticism so

many of the problems which are associated with the mysterious

borderland of the senses. It was our pleasing duty then to congratulate

him on the clear and thorough manner in which he had dealt with

his subject , and on the impartial spirit which had inspired his

enquiries. The publication of such a work seemed to us likely to

prove a very death blow to many of the forms of spiritualism and

mysticism which flourished among us . That it has not done so is

sufficiently plain to those who take an interest in the thought of the

time, and the reason is not far to seek. For the court to which

Mr. Podmore appeals has not the confidence of the defendants whom

he is anxious to convict . He presents in himself the unusual spectacle

of a man eager to know about and deeply interested in pyschological

phenomena, yet animated by a determination to approach them with

the methods of exact science. And yet the whole movement towards

mysticism which is running strongly at the present day is part of that

inevitable reaction against the dogmatism of exact science that from

1860 to 1880 or thereabouts influenced so strongly the mind of Europe,

and in this country was represented by such men as Tyndall and Huxley.

These men had their day : we sat at their feet and listened until “ the

Creation of a World was little more mysterious than the cooking of a

dumpling .” But they left untouched “ the question , How the apples

were got in ,” or if they applied themselves to this problem at all they

put us off with a phrase such as that enunciated by Professor Tyndall

in the celebrated Belfast address, that in matter lies all the potency of

life. The influence that this teaching undoubtedly exercised has to a

large extent passed away : it did not satisfy that type of mind which is
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troubled with what Max Müller called “ the perception of the infinite,"

and there is a growing weariness of and rebellion against the inductive

method . But Mr. Podmore still holds high the discredited flag, and

in two volumes full of painstaking research and clear pitiless analysis,

he tells us the story of modern spiritualism . To him it appears largely

to be a record of conscious and unconscious fraud, and the unreliability

of human testimony on subjects of this nature is ruthlessly exposed by

him . He takes us back to the early days of spiritualistic marvels, to

the belief in witchcraft, the pscyhic wonders of the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries, the rise and development of the great American

movement, and he cross -examines the witnesses with all the acumen

of a leader at the Bar. The historical basis of the movement seems

to crumble away as he takes us behind the scenes and shows us how

this story grew, how this was manipulated, and how that was manu

factured . Perhaps the family likeness that these stories have to one

another in every age is the most instructive lesson that he draws from

his facts . But it is not so clear from the method which he adopts

that this very similarity is due to the universality of that perception of

the infinite, that consciousness of a spiritual world beyond the senses,

which leads men and women eagerly to listen to any experience or

recorded miracle which will correspond to what they already intuitively

feel. The whole movement, indeed, is to us not so much a standing

illustration of the capacity of the human mind to deceive and to be

deceived , as of the eternal craving within us to extend the sphere of

our knowledge of the unseen. Whence comes this craving ? What

does it mean ? Is it not as strong within some of us as physical

hunger and thirst , and if so, is it not against all probability that

the means does not exist for its satisfaction ?

The inductive method which Mr. Podmore applies so ably and

so pitilessly leaves still untouched the problem of which these stories

and wonders are only the outward and visible signs . What Canon

Cheyne and other professors of the Higher Criticism are doing to -day

with the books of Holy Scripture, Mr. Podmore is doing with the

sacred records of the spiritualistic movement. It is admirable

destructive work ; it helps to clear the atmosphere , to bring us back to

what Martineau called “ The Seat of Authority in Religion ." But the

fact remains that the class of mind which draws its highest spiritual

sustenance from Holy Scripture is quite unaffected by discussions about

authenticity or the credibility of the miraculous ; the man's own

spiritual experience attests to him the central truths of Holy Scripture,

and a craving for external evidence of facts which they have already
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realised within themselves is unknown to such people. So also the

type of mind which is drawn to problems of psychology is not

influenced at all by careful analyses such as those of Mr. Podmore ;

“ Whether these stories be unreliable or not, or whether they be

largely mixed up with fraud or not , I do not care,” such a man says ;

“ one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, I now see .” The bed

rock of the individual consciousness of spiritual realities remains

where it was before the effort was made by analysis to show the man

he is deceived .

There is no doubt , however, about the unauthentic nature of

these spiritualistic records . Mr. Podmore's account, for instance, of

the confessed deceptions practised by the Fox family in America,

which accompanied the beginnings of the movement in that country,

is a terrible exposure. Then again , from time to time during the last

century, there have appeared in our midst men claiming to possess

exceptional powers, such as Daniel Douglas Home, Dr. Slade, and

Stainton Moses, and while Mr. Podmore does not seem to deny that

in all men of this kind there is a certain pscyhical development

which produces results that are outside ordinary human experience,

he proves quite clearly that they all traded on their exceptional gifts,

and were unable to resist the temptation to turn what was exceptional

into the marvellous, and what was explained by the possession of a

highly developed pscyhic organisation into something the apparent

explanation of which was the power to work miracles. In the history

of spiritualism this depressing spectacle of the baser side of human

nature triumphant over the higher endowments of mind meets one

everywhere, and many of us are turned away from the study of

psychology, because of the temptation to fraud that the possession of

psychical gifts seems to encourage. The question whether or not

such men have done or can do the things that are recorded of them ,

is , as Mr. Podmore says , “ reduced to one of evidence, ” and never was

a religion proved to be so full of false prophets as spiritualism . None

the less the phenomena which are grouped under the titles , telepathy

and hypnotism , which formerly ranked among the wonders of the

spiritualists, are becoming recognised forces in circles unaffected by

mystical philosophy, and if spiritualism has done little in solving

enigmas for us , it has at least in many directions made - shall we say

it ?---splendid guesses and given valuable suggestions, which are being

carried out on different lines, perhaps, but none the less effectually by

those who, feeling that

“ We are greater than we know ,”
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are not content with the self-inflicted mental paralysis which results

from an agnostic creed . Even the thin substratum of unassailable

fact, which Mr. Podmore leaves us, as the result of his enquiries,

contains within itself the potentiality of vast developments, and he

admits it frankly and fully . It is this remarkable gift for impartial

analysis, this detachment from the passion and feeling that so frequently

accompany discussions of questions of the kind , which we noticed with

favour in Mr. Podmore's work four years ago , and which is the

distinguishing mark of his latest volumes. He concludes his studies

with these wise words : “ But the study of the past furnishes us

with an equally emphatic warning against an error of an opposite

character. There is a superstition of incredulity ; and the memory

of that discreditable episode in the history of science in these islands,

the contemptuous rejection for nearly two centuries of the accumula

ting evidence for hypnotic anesthesia and kindred phenomena, should

suffice to teach us that even the extravagances of mysticism may

contain a residuum of unacknowledged and serviceable fact. We must

not for the second time throw away the baby with the water from

the bath . ” This extract betrays a fine temper, and it is as evident

on the first page of the book as it is on the last.

The WINDING Road. By Elizabeth Godfrey. John Lane, The

Bodley Head, London and New York , 1903 . Price 6 /

The instinct for vagabondism is latent in many respectable , home

keeping people, and the circumstances of their lives may be such as

to keep this side of their nature hidden altogether from the outside

world . But it probably peeps out at odd moments, and on the hill

side or on an expanse of moorland they feel longings that can scarcely

be uttered for the freer and fuller liſe which their nature seems to

demand. In others this instinct is strong enough to overcome an

antagonistic environment, and they forsake “ house and parents, wife

or children , ” for the sake of the life to which they feel they are

called . Some do it quite selfishly and without regard to the

principles of love or duty, while others follow their instinct to the

accompaniment of great virtues and noble thoughts, and

supremely unconscious of the tragedy which they bring into the

lives of their fellows in whom other instincts are stronger. The

Il inding Road is a delightful study of the inevitability of the gipsy

spirit in a man who had inherited it , and who is of fine character,

an inimitable lover, and a devoted husband . We feel his charm

as much as we do that of the winding road which so magnetises

are
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him . We, too , would join him in his wandering, but the difference

between him and us is that love and family ties and the passion for

home would compel us after a time to call “ Halt !” while with him

these other calls are only temporary and he must wander on to the

end of the chapter. We feel in the opening pages of the book the

impending tragedy that attends the fate of anybody who inks his or

her life with such a man .

It is seldom that we have read a novel so steeped in what we

must call an atmosphere. There is no fine writing, no wearying

description of scenery ; the natural world in which the human figures

move is indicated rather than described, in light touches, in delicate

word pictures, subordinate everywhere to and interwoven with the

human interest of the story. And it is all done so subtly and beautifully

that if we could conceive the characters living apart from the natural

surroundings in which they are placed they would be inexplicable.

And yet how many novels there are in which we could dispense with

the scenery altogether and feel no loss of interest in the characters .

Jasper is a second George Borrow , with the added virtues and charms

which a lady novelist would naturally recognise are needed to make

the author of Larengro acceptable as a companion. This book

indeed inevitably reminds one of Lavengro, and yet has a distinct

character of its own . We are almost sorry that the necessities of the

novel have compelled the authoress o work out her plot to an end.

Borrow was under no such obligation : he gave us a chapter of the

life of Isopel Berners, and no one knoweth her ending unto this day.

It remains a magnificent fragment. But viss Godfrey has had to

finish her story, and the ending is perhajo the only unsatisfactory

thing in the book . It seems to want just that impression of inevit

ability which characterises the rest of the story, and there is an

unmistakable drop into what is called the Surrey-side view of life . The

type of story teller to which Miss Godfrey belongs is usually weak in

the management of incident, and old stage scenery has to be used

when native genius fails. But this is a small defect to place against a

book which is full of charm , of pathos, and is instinct with the

fascination of “ the wind on the heath ."

Who's WHO AT THE Zoo. By L. Beatrice Thompson. With 20 plates

and over 100 drawings in the text by the author. Gay & Bird ,

22 , Bedford Street , London, 1902. Price 51-.

This is a bright, entertaining volume, which is calculated to make a

visit to the Zoological Gardens as interesting to grown-up folk as it
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always is to children . The characteristics of the type of each animal

are not lost sight of ; but the special feature of the book is that it

describes the individual characteristics of the present occupants of the

Gardens . There are many amusing stories of these animals, and

Miss Thompson is evidently as keen an observer as she is admirable

as an artist . She brings out the influence which human companion

ship has on some of the occupants of the Zoo, and is quite pathetic

over the hopelessness of the rhinoceros as a companion . He “ is

wearing himself out by continually knocking himself against his

barriers, and the keeper says he is absolutely indifferent to kindness

and devoid of any feeling of affection for man or beast.” But he

evidently retains a love of liberty, and we confess to a feeling of deep

pity for and sympathy with him . We understand, too, a little his

want of affection for man . Miss Thompson exposes a common

fallacy that monkeys are afflicted with fleas. What looks to the

spectator something suspiciously like the process of “ catching ” is

simply hair dressing, of which all monkeys are passionately fond .

And when the fingers are passed to the lips it is simply to obtain a

substitute for brilliantine. In proof of her statement she mentions

the fact that , as the result of a bet on the subject, a gentleman

lost a bottle of champagne because he could not find a flea on an

occupant of the Monkey House, We recommend the book most

warmly to all lovers of animals .

1

1

THE DOMINION OF THE AIR. The Story of Aërial Navigation . By

the Rev. J. M. Bacon, author of “ By Land and Sky," & c. With

24 plates of illustrations from photographs. Cassell & Co.

Limited , London, Paris, and New York. Price 6/-.

The revival of interest in aërial navigation which is so marked a

feature of the present day, and which has been accompanied by such

remarkable achievements as those of Monsieur Santos Dumont, is

catered for in this useful and brightly written volume. Since the days

of our childhood we have been accustomed to regard a balloon ascent

as merely an entertaining “ turn ” at the Crystal Palace or at a provincial

pleasure ground, and the balloon itself has been more valued for

military purposes than as a serious aid in scientific observation. More

so than any other living man , Mr. Bacon has compelled us to regard

ballooning in a scientific spirit, and his numerous ascents have almost

always been attended by observations which have added much to our

knowledge of the atmosphere and its relations to the planet. In this
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book he tells us the story of aeronautics from the earliest times to

the present day, and as the real history of the balloon dates only from

1782 , the year in which the first ascent was made, there is little to

record previous to that date . There are graphic descriptions of some

of the most notable ascents in the last century. Mr. Glaisher's

unrivalled ascent to a height of 36,000 or 37,000 feet is told in his

own words , and is thrilling to a degree . Mr. Bacon modestly says

little about his own ascents, but the adventure which his daughter,

Miss Gertrude Bacon , described in our pages last April , finds a

place in his narrative, and it certainly deserves to rank with the

achievements of Burnaby, Spencer, Glaisher and Coxwell. It is

seldom that we find the pluck, courage, and scientific dexterity

which are necessary to such a task as the handling of a balloon,

accompanied by the power to convey in a literary form , not only the

scientific, but the artistic impressions of an ascent ; but one of the

most delightful features of Mr. Bacon's book is the space that is given

to the scenery of the heavens as seen from a balloon. He listens for

sounds , he watches closely his scientific instruments, but his eye is

always taking in the artistic effects of cloudland, and his enthusiasm

for the beautiful is as great as his love for science.

Price 5s .

THE RELIGION OF PLUTARCH : a Pagan Creed of Apostolic Times.

An Essay by John Oakesmith, D.Litt., M.A. Longmans,

Green & Co. , 39 , Paternoster Row, London , New York and

Bombay. 1902.

This is “ practically a reprint of a volume which was issued for

private circulation some twelve months ago The main

difference between the present volume and its predecessor consists in

the translation or removal of various quotations from Greek and

Latin sources which were given in full in the first edition of the

book . ” We are quoting from the “ Introductory note ,” and as in the

January 1902 number of this magazine we recorded our opinion of

the work , which has now to a large extent been popularised, we have

little to add of our own in the way of criticism . The volume has

been greatly improved by the careful revision it has undergone, and

the author has evidently benefited much by the criticism of scholars.

In its new form it has been received most favourably. The Spectator

in particular speaks very highly in a long review of Dr. Oakesmith's

effort, and notices in The Spectator of works of this nature are

especially valuable ? because they are invariably written with
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knowledge. Here are the opening sentences of the review : “There

are few periods of history that offer such fields for profound thought

as the first two centuries of the Christian era, and any volume that

tends 'to illuminate this period is a gift not lightly to be set aside .

Dr. Oakesmith's scholarly monograph on the religion of Plutarch is a

book that we must certainly welcome for its qualities of style and

unobtrusive learning, as well as for the light that it throws in very

considerable abundance upon an epoch that has in a large measure

been left to unread specialists. This book is the work of a specialist ,

but it is, nevertheless, full of interest and we may even add distinction

throughout," and so on . We quote these sentences with great

pleasure, because they bear out our own estimate of the book formed

a year ago, and also because we are anxious that our readers should

know that it is possible to be a scholar and to have one's work

appreciated by scholars and yet at the same time be a clerk in the

Post Office. We are very pleased to hear that the book is selling

remarkably well.

POSTALISCHE RUNDSCHAU : Carl Heymanns Verlag, 43/44 Mauer

strasse, Berlin . Price per copy, 40 pfennig . Quarterly

subscription , 2 marks.

We have again to record the appearance of another postal magazine,

this time at Berlin . We gather that the magazine is intended to

circulate chiefly among those officers of the German Postal Service

whose aim is to enter for the competitive examinations held by the

Postal Secretary for posts in the higher branches of the Service.

With this end in view, much of its space will be devoted to articles

of a scientific and linguistic character , and to reports upon the principal

features of the examinations as they occur. The contents of the first

number are a worthy exposition of the programme of the editors ;

and we feel sure that , if the high standard of the issue of the ist

October is maintained , the new magazine will have a prosperous

career. It is to appear on the ist and 15th of each month .
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On Bathing in Jordan - A New Year's Sermon .

suppose that it is one of the commonest experiences of life in the

case of those who have arrived at years of discretion and have

chosen, or have had chosen for them , their profession , to fancy that

they were really destined for quite another career, and that the waters

of Abana and Pharpar would have been more to their taste and

capacity than the poor little Jordan stream in which Fate has

determined they shall bathe. And from time to time they make

desperate efforts at rebellion against their lot , and if they are not

successful they spend a great part of their days in lamenting over the

mean character of Jordan , its failure to provide for them the larger

opportunities which are needed , as they think, to bring out their

abilities . The waters of Abana and Pharpar are those of their own

country, the best adapted to their particular genius, and they are

called upon to wash in a foreign river, in one which, so they also

think, has no qualities which suit their complaint. If they could only

have been called upon to do some big thing, would they not eagerly

have done it ? It is the cry of every dissatisfied civil servant, of

every official who has had what has been called “ a moderately

unsuccessful career .” And yet if we were only philosophic and fair

minded we should recognise that all the time it is a very big thing we

are being asked to do. We are being ordered to adapt ourselves to

conditions and circumstances which , we admit, are unsuited to our

particular capacities. It is possibly no great achievement on the part of

a man magnificently endowed with gifts of imagination and expression ,

and who is placed in circumstances admirably fitted for their

development, to produce literary work of a high order. The great

achievement surely comes in when the same man is placed at an

accountant's desk, who has to spend his days in routine work , in

persistent attention to petty detail , and yet succeeds as an accountant.

Every man should be judged in the light of his own character and

endowments, and if this is done in the case of theindividual I have

instanced, it will at once be perceived that while Abana and Pharpar

might have made a fluent writer of him , Jordan has turned him out

a fine character.
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It is my habit sometimes to drop into a homiletic vein , and

especially so at the beginning of a new year ; but on this occasion I

have discharged at the outset what was on my mind, and I hasten to

lighter views on the same subject. How wonderfully do the little

petty things of life develop our faculties and discipline our minds !

How admirable, to a mind naturally prone to irregular habits, to

moving about in worlds half realised, is the discipline which compels

him to be at a certain place at a given time every day and to direct

his thoughts and actions for seven hours at a stretch along certain

definite lines of precedent and practice. To some men this all comes

naturally and spontaneously, they become principal clerks and

controllers as easily as Tennyson became a poet, but a better test for

their characters would have been to have created them poets laureate at

once or to have set them to write out philosophies of the unconditioned .

All their lives they do nothing foreign to their natures ; they just

wash in waters of their own country, and a C.B. or an I.S.O. is an

honour due as much to their natural adaptability to their circumstances

as to the particular services they have rendered to the State .

I venture to put in a plea for the creation of another Civil Service

honour, a sort of Victoria Cross for those who have achieved distinc

tion against tremendous odds of temperament and circumstances, and

I do so as one who, with no false modesty, admits frankly that he

belongs to the ranks of the undistinguished. Take the man who is

handicapped by a natural failure of memory on points of detail, a
terrible disability in the case of a Civil Servant. It is an hourly

difficulty with him to dot his i’s and to cross his t's , but he does it ,

and , though perhaps in consequence of the successful effort he is

making with these two letters, he omits to round his o's , he is surely

achieving distinction. I remember the case of a certain clergyman

who was at first refused admission into Holy Orders because of his

failure to sound a certain letter . He was an excellent scholar and a

good orator, but the Bishop frankly told him to go and wash in the

River Jordan. He was a man of determination and fine character,

and he adopted a training which was spartan to a degree. He read

aloud for hours during each day to a man whose duty it was to cut

him across the shoulder with a sharp cane whenever the letter was

not sounded. The result was that he was allowed to take Holy

Orders. But one curious effect this training produced on him was

that though he sounded the difficult letter always quite boldly and

clearly, yet there was noticeable a distinct fall in the voice, a sort of

catch in the breath whenever he saw approaching him on the printed

page a word in which the letter had to be sounded. He always took

the hedge when it came, but his hearers were conscious of the effort

he was making to achieve the spring. One could almost see the man

shrinking from the cane which would inevitably descend on him if he

missed the obstacle . He lost to a large extent his gift of oratory by

this self-inflicted discipline, but whenever I listened to him the

impression of the grim determination of the man which I formed was

more to me than much preaching. For my part I should have
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cheeked the Bishop and joined the Salvationists : I should have regaled

myself in Abana and Pharpar: but this man set himself to cure his

leprosy in the prescribed manner, and he did it . I know many Civil

Servants who have done equally heroic things with dates , addresses ,

signing on , signing off and coming late and going early, and a birthday

honour of some sort seems to be needed in such cases . Take the

case of Charles Lamb, who has interpreted for all time the experiences
of such men. “ Independently of the rigours of attendance, I have

ever been haunted with a sense ( perhaps a mere caprice) of incapacity

for business. This during my latter years had increased to such a

degree that it was visible in the lines of my countenance , my health

and my good spirits flagged. I had perpetually a dread of some

crisis to which I should find myself unequal. Besides my daylight

servitude, I served over again all night in my sleep, and would wake

with terrors of imaginary false entries, errors in my accounts and the
like . I was fifty years of age and no prospect of emancipation

presented itself . I had grown to my desk , as it were ; and the wood

had entered into my soul. ” This was Lamb's own opinion of himself

as a clerk, and he tells us himself that one day when he was sent for

by his chief he at once concluded that his time had come, and that

he was going to be summarily dismissed. And, instead , he received

a harangue on the length of his services , on his “ very meritorious

conduct during the whole of that time (the deuce, thought I , how did

he find out that , I protest I never had the confidence to think as

much ), " and he was the recipient of a handsome proposal for rewarding

his services. And in truth the reward was well deserved, for no man

had bathed longer in Jordan than Lamb.

Let us now take some instances in which natural temperament is

involved rather than natural capacity or particular endowments of

mind. There are some men who experience a quite natural difficulty

in being pleasant to their fellow creatures . But such a temperament

is fatal to discipline and to organisation , and a Civil Service training

rightly taken advantage of will be beneficial in such cases. In the

heroic efforts of certain men to smile at and be sociable with their

fellows is to be seen the effect of discipline upon character. Men

have smiled on me, unable altogether to hide from their tell-tale faces

the agony the effort is causing them ; but I have valued that smilemore

than the evident cheerfulness of the naturally pleasant. I have

appreciated the effort ; I value so little the men who can only smile

at pleasant objects, who refuse even , in order to cure melancholy, to

bathe in Jordan. I remember a chief who was known to all in his

later years for his courtesy, his politeness, and his consideration for the

particular man with whom he might be dealing. Yet there was.

something about the build of his jaw, and the expression in his eyes,

which told you that fierce fires were burning underneath the pleasant

exterior ; and lookers on at your interview with that man noted that as ,

you left his desk his expression suddenly changed and a terrible

discharge of muttered expletives and curses was sent after you. But

think of the effort which was needed to postpone that outburst ; how
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poor in character beside such a man is he who is pleasant simply

because he likes you !

Then again some men find a difficulty in being unpleasant , and

this is quite as fatal to discipline and organisation as the opposite

defect. I have often noticed with admiration the effort it is to such

men to be impatient and severe, and how much it costs them to say

hard things. But hard things must be said sometimes , and the man

who can't or won't say them because they are alien to his disposition

is a modern Naaman. I remember my own father was of the mild

and temporising nature of which I am speaking, and it was quite

pathetic to watch the efforts he sometimes made to be unpleasant.

He was evidently suffering so much more than the son he was caning.

And I call to mind a chief who, after inflicting disciplinary measures

on me, would shortly afterwards discuss withme the philosophy of

such treatment, and it was evidently no consolation to him that he

possessed an advantage in having chastised me, seeing that I was now

worsting him in argument. His effort to gild the pill for me only

made him the more miserable. He could not be said to have washed

in Jordan at any time ; he merely paddled in its waters.

It is, I am sure, a magnificent thing for our characters to accustom

ourselves to do things which are not naturally suited to our capacities.

I do not say it is altogether an advantage to the particular work we

attempt to do. I take the simple intelligible line that it is good for us.

If we are to judge from the debates on the Education Bill , there

is at least a great profession in this country of religion , and a desire

to make religion the basis of all teaching. Well, the theory of the

Christian religion , at any rate, is , that the important thing in life is the

development of character ; our business , our pleasures are all to be

regarded only as assisting or retarding our growth . It is a bad thing

from a commercial point of view no doubt , that Smith should be in

the tea trade, seeing that all his mental gifts run in the direction of

literary expression ; but the tea business is an ephemeral thing, and

his character is , according to the principles on which the Education

Act rests, immortal. And an unsuccessful career as a tea retailer has

so humanised and improved Smith that he is beloved by everybody,

and his character stands out like fine gold . When he now gives his

natural gift of literary expression a little rein , how much the struggle

which is implied in his career has chastened and strengthened his

vision and his style ! If he had never bathed in Jordan he might

have become editor of a daily paper, or have written novels by the

score, have drawn his thousands, and, perhaps, have lost his soul.

The tea trade has enabled him to save that ; it is only our vulgar,

miserable way of estimating success in pounds sterling that prevents

us seeing that Smith is a greater man as an unsuccessful tea retailer

than he would have been as editor of The Times. Alas ! we say we

believe the religion of which this point of view is the natural outcome ;

we insist that it should be taught in our schools, but we are careful to

see that it is decently buried when our education is finished . All our

lives we are hard at work endeavouring to fashion ourselves after
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some approved pattern , and fate, experience, and the general

cussedness of things are building us up into something quite different .

It is often the men who complain that they are the victims of

circumstances who have most obviously benefited by their experience .

For Jordan cleanses, be the bather ever so unwilling.

And so it comes to this, that the life of clerical routine against

which so many of us , silently, if not openly, rebel, is doing a very
necessary work with us. The Department, it is possible, may not be

always benefiting as much as it does from the work of more brilliant

men , but the Department is an ephemeral thing ; it passes as we

advance, and for our present purpose can only be regarded as the

means by which we arrive at personal excellence . I posted entries in

ledgers at an average per hour during seven of the most impressionable

years of my life. The entries I made have probably nearly all served

their purpose, and ceased to have any relation to life ; what remains of

thoseentries is the effect produced by the process of entering on the
posting officer, and during those years “ the wood entered into my

soul.” That mechanical employment set my mind free to work on

all the questions which agitate human life, and changed me from

being a peaceable ecclesiastically-minded boy into a rebel and an

iconoclast. I began to realise why bootmakers are always Radicals .

I used to fling the big ledgers back into their places and almost fancy

I was fighting wild beasts at Ephesus. “ Is this the God -given

work I am called upon to do all my days ? " I used to ask myself

rebelliously, and I was never the least bit proud , as I ought to have

been , that I could post my entries considerably in excess of the

average. Do what I can I am unable to get those seven years out

of my system , and it is too depressing to think otherwise than that

they were a magnificent discipline.

It is a hard saying which is embodied in this old story of Naaman ,

and in its naked outline it is a little inhuman. As long as it creates

this impression , however, we may be sure that we are not looking at

the whole truth of the matter. For the astringent properties of this

distasteful river create a condition of things which render an occasional

bath in Abana and Pharpar not only innocuous but positively healthful.

It is then that the rivers of Damascus are the cure for our over-braced

systems . We have all probably experienced the fact that in certain

conditions of the body, the usually injurious practice of mixing liquors

is positively beneficial, and it is equally true in matters that concern

the spirit. There are times when , after a prolonged struggle against

the tide of our natural temperaments and of circumstances not of

our own choosing, we cease temporarily from effort and drift with

the stream , and we could never have known the full glory of the

movement on which we are borne had we not experienced what it
was to fight against it . For the moment we have ceased to be

accountants or tea retailers, and we are artists , following the natural
bent of our lives . And the mixing of the one existence with the

other has deepened and widened our powers of enjoyment. Even

when I posted entries at so many the hour I mixed my liquors terribly,



AFTER OFFICE HOURS.
75

but I used to return to my duties each morning with all the more

courage and endurance because over night I had been denouncing

Lord Beaconsfield's Government at a debating society or discussing

the authenticity of the Fourth Gospel with a Socinian friend.

I think this incessant grumbling against circumstances, against

the hard fate that keeps us to the millstone when we were meant for

the Senate or the Academy, is an unworthy occupation ; it is evidence

of a low state of moral health , and that the medicine we are taking

is really needed . “ Thousands suffer without knowing it," says the

quack doctor, in this instance truly, for among those thousands are

most of the people we usually envy. It is , too, so refreshing to know

as we do that they envy us. Wherever I go I meet offensively

prosperous individuals who disarm me at once and prevent me

unburdening my soul of my grievances by saying to me, “How I

envy you ! ” And when the reasons of a man who makes such an

astounding exclamation are analysed, it will generally be found that

they can be reduced to such considerations as a competence for

life, " and " a pension after sixty." * Besides,” he adds, “ you must

have such a soft time; you are always so optimistic and in such good

spirits. You appear to sleep o ' nights . The necessity of the hour,"

he goes on , as mere envy develops into annoyance, “ is Civil Service

reform ; this exuberance on the part of the nation's servants must be

kept down by increase of work. What is the use of my paying rates

and taxes to enable you to appear happier than I am ? It is

monstrous.” It is certainly nouse endeavouring to convince such a

man that you are bathing in Jordan all the time, and that he is

enjoying himself in the waters of Damascus. All that we can do is

to draw three very obvious morals for ourselves, first that he has not had

the advantage of our “ cure , " second that both he and we are being

shaped and moulded into something, which none of us intended,

by some Power, not ourselves, and lastly, that nothing in the wide

world matters except temperament and character.

E. B.
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The All-British Pacific Cable.

N the 31st of October last , Sir Spencer Walpole , chairman of

the Pacific Cable Company, was able to announce that on

that date the last link of the cable had been successfully completed

at Suva, Fiji . The announcement caused general satisfaction

throughout the Empire, especially in those portions of it more

immediately concerned in the enterprise, namely, the Dominion of

Canada, the Australian Commonwealth, and New Zealand .

The long -delayed girdle round the earth is thus at last completed .

The first instalment was the laying by the Eastern Telegraph Company

of a series of cables from Cornwall to Gibraltar, Sierra Leone, St.

Vincent, Ascension, St. Helena , Capetown , Durban, Mauritius,

Rodriguez, Cocos Island, Perth, and Adelaide, This cable

only touches foreign territory at Madeira and St. Vincent,

both of which belong to Portugal. The second instalment of the

girdle is the Pacific Cable, which , in matters telegraphic, brings

Australia and New Zealand some 9,000 miles nearer to Canada.

Before the completion of the cable, a message from the Dominion to

the Commonwealth had to cross the Atlantic and to pass on its way

at least a dozen transmitting stations of different nationalities. To-day

messages are passing acrossthe Pacific with only three transmissions,

and the rates are about half those charged by the other route .

The Home and Colonial Governments are to be congratulated on

the successful completion of an enterprise which will strengthen

Imperial telegraphiccommunication, and prove of great strategic and

commercial value .

The Postal Union Monument.

N connection with this subject it is necessary to hark back to the

I
Postal Union was celebrated at Berne by means of an international

Congress. This meeting, as we reported at the time, utilized the

occasion not merely in discussing the good things provided by the

Swiss Government, but in deciding to arrange for the setting up ofa

monument to commemorate the international silver wedding. We

know that in some continental countries the craze for erecting

monuments is second only to that for collecting postage stamps and

pictorial postcards; and we are inclined to place both pursuits in the

same category of human weaknesses. However, after reading the

following words from the International Bureau report on the subject

of the Postal Union as an institution , we have come to the conclusion
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that in this case the suggestion to spend a little money on a monument

is not unworthy of praise :

“ On a pu dire avec justesse que l'Union postale a réalisé pour son

propre compte les États-Unis du globe et qu'un congrès postal est un

parlement du monde . L'Union postale est en effet la seule institution

qui soit parvenue à se faire accepter par le monde entier. A ce point

de vue, elle offre un exemple de ce que peut l'humanité lorsqu'elle se

laisse guider par une haute question d'intérêt général et qu'elle

s'applique sincèrement à réaliser une cuvre de progrès, d'harmonie et

de paix universelle.”

The international band of postal representatives, among whom

figured Mr. H. Buxton Forman , C.B. , and Mr. C. A. King, as the

British delegates , before leaving Berne, entrusted the Swiss Federal

Council with all the measures necessary for carrying out the scheme

for the monument. This Council selected a jury of eminent artists

(Mr. H. H. Armstead , R.A., is the British representative) , and under

its sanction has formulated a competition open to all the artists in the

world, regardless of their place of residence and nationality , for designs

for the commemoration monument, which is to be erected on the

Steinhauerplatz in Berne . The competitors have absolute liberty as

to the nature of the monument, provided that it clearly symbolizes the
foundation of the Postal Union and is well suited to the site selected.

The inaximum price of the monument completely executed is not to

exceed 170,000 francs , inclusive of all fees and charges. The amount

at the disposal of the jury for rewarding competitors is 15,000 francs

(£600 ) , the value and the number of the prizes being left to the

discretion of that body.

If any of our readers are desirous of entering for this competition ,

they will be furnished with copies of the conditions upon application

to the Swiss Federal Department for Posts and Railways, or the

International Bureau of the Postal Union at Berne.

Mails for the Heathen Chinee.

ITHERTO , British and other European Mails for China have

been despatched either by way of the Suez Canal , or

Vancouver, Canada. The approximate times occupied by mails in

transit by these routes, say to Shanghai, are, we find from the Postal

Guide, 32 days 16 hours and 37 days respectively. According to the

statement of a noted Member of Parliament, however, it now appears
that letters can cover the distance in the reverse direction within a

period of 26 days, when sent by the Trans-Siberian Railway. Thus a

new competitor has entered the field for the privilege of maintaining

the link of postal communication between the Chinaman and his

Western neighbours ; and it will be interesting to examine the

conditions of each route.

The British Service of steamers through the Suez Canal is regular

and punctual. A speedier service could no doubt easily be afforded

by the present ships engaged ; but , as this would entail a greatly

increased consumption of coal, it canscarcely be hopedfor unless a

higher price is paid for the Service. The contract has still two years

H
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to run ; and it is not likely that any alteration will take place during

that time .

The Vancouver Service as it at present stands offers no advantage

over the Suez route. From the point of view of speed, it is a worse

service ; but this is no doubt due to a weak link in the chain of

communication—the Atlantic portion of the route . In fact, to make

this route, a really fast Atlantic service to Canada should be

established ; and we doubt whether, in spite of all the discussion that

has taken place, anything will be done in this direction. What is

wanted is a line of steamers of equal speed to those on the Liverpool

-New York line. But even if the ships could be supplied, the

terrible fog-banks off Newfoundland would effectually hinder them

from performing fast passages.

There is much conflicting evidence as to the value of the

Trans -Siberian route. Some writers assure us that the railway track

so recently completed has been badly laid , in fact, that the work has

been scamped and really wants doing over again. If this is so , the

line will involve such costly working expenses that the Russian

Government may seek to recoup itself by fixing higher tariffs, which

will not be conducive to much business . The absence of regular

steamship communication between the terminal Asiatic port

( Vladivostock) and the ports of China and Japan is also a weak point

in the system , and for the present will effectually prevent the

maintenance of a good mail service. No doubt this route to the Far

East has a future before it ; but the time is not yet.

Impares Sed Ornati.

'HE Post Office obtained eleven out of 108 appointments to the

new Imperial Service Order. We offer our congratulations to

Messrs. G. H. Comport, Superintending Engineer ; H. Davies, Chief

Examiner, A.G.D .; J. A. T.Gibb ,Accountant of G.P.O., Edinburgh ;

T. Mason , Traffic Manager, Telegraphs; W. Nops, Staff Officer,

Secretary's Office ; W. S. Rushton, Surveyor ; Miss M. C. Smith ,

Superintendent, P.O.S.B.; Messrs. D. H. Somerville, Postmaster,

S.W.D.O .; R. C. Tombs, Surveyor and Postmaster, Bristol ;

E. Winter, Assistant Solicitor to the G.P.O .; E. Yeld , Assistant

Secretary

It would be invidious to comment on any of these selections, but

we may be allowed specially to congratulate Miss Smith on the

precedent she has been the means of establishing. She is the first

lady appointed to the new Order, and well deserves the honour. She

has been in the Service of the Department since 1875 , and has

throughout her career given evidence of the possession of great

intellectual ability and powers of organisation.

Cape Post Office Report, 1901.

HE whole of the period covered by this report again bristles

with incidents connected with the progress of hostilities ; in

fact, it has been found necessary to keep a diary of stirring events

where the Post Office came into collision with and suffered more or

TH
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less at the hands of the enemy. Rifling of post offices and mail bags ,

capture of post carts , horses and fodder, imprisonmentof a postmaster,

and the capture and flogging of a despatch rider, are specimens of

the tactics pursued by the rebels or the Boers throughout the

year. The Travelling Post Offices on the railways had exciting

experiences ; derailments, wrecking and looting by the enemy became

so common that it was found necessary to make special arrangements

with the British and Colonial Insurance Corporation for insuring the

staff against accidents . To sum up the whole matter, the activity of

the enemy throughout the Colony resulted in the suspension of a

large number of main and branch posts, the placing of the

Department in great straits in disposing of the mail matter posted,

and , as regards telegraphic communication, the isolation of whole

districts for many months at a stretch .

The presence of the Field Force in South Africa accounts , of

course , for abnormal figures in respect of weights of mail matter

received and despatched. The correspondence for the Army was

mainly dealt with by the Army Post Office Corps ; but , when the

Colony was invaded, and colonial contingents took the field and the

blockhouse system was largely extended in the Colony, much

additional work was thrown upon the Civil Post Office. The

enforcement of the censorship of mail matter was almost the last

straw to the back of the overloaded Department ; but the pressure

was successfully coped with .

Money Order, Savings Bank and Parcel Post business all show

substantial increases ; and the financial result of the year's work was

on the tace of it very favourable, a balance of £82,456 revenue over

expenditure being shown . It is explained, however, that the revenue

of £ 760,304 includes large adjusting payments from other countries
for services rendered under the Ocean Mail Contract. These

payments amounted to £41,000 , and were not actual earnings of

1901. although legitimate postal revenue .

Money was saved to the tune of over £ 17,000 on the conveyance

of country mails, representing unspent contract allowances upon

routes suspended by the war ; and there are other items of savings

which would not normally appear in the balance sheet.

A Novel Tramway Mail Waggon .

" HERE are very trying gradients at Halifax between the Railway

Station and the Post Office, and as the mails have to be

conveyed between these points in hand -carts much exhausting labour

is entailed upon the station messengers performing the duty. The

Postmaster, Mr. J. W. P. Gregson , has however propounded a

scheme which will not only abolish the use of the hand -carts, but

accelerate the transmission of the mails. He has , in fact, designed a

Mail Waggon to run in con ction with the tram-cars, for the

construction and use of which he has obtained the necessary

authority from Headquarters, and the agreement, as to working

conditions, of the Corporation and the Board of Trade inspector.

TH
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The waggon was built by Messrs. Hy. Wadsworth & Sons, of

Halifax, a well-known firm , and the result is highly creditable to

them, a statement which is confirmed by the fact that although it has

been working daily for months and made thousands of journeys, no

hitch or difficulty of any kind has arisen . Besides running over the

tramway system the waggon is so constructed as to travel up and

down by the hydraulic lifts at the railway stations fully loaded up ;

and is run along the platform both on the outward and inward

journeys without being unloaded at any intermediate stage between

the post office and the railway train vans.

As will be seen by the illustrations, it is capable of carrying parcel

baskets as well as letter mails. The dimensions of the waggon are

5 feet 8 inches in length , 3 feet 5 inches in breadth, and 231 inches

in depth . The Royal cypher appears at both ends of the car, the

frame-work of which is painted vermilion, giving it a very smart

appearance. The sides and bottom are made of strong wicker-work.

The waggon embodies a new application of an old principle , for, as

will be seen, the back pair of wheels work on a “ semi-bogey ” system ,

whilst the waggon itself is drawn by powerful chains which so work on

a curved iron bar (which also acts as a fender) as to find,

automatically, the centre of the pull.

Apparently, every possible difficulty has been anticipated ; and the

usefulness of the waggon has been very effectively demonstrated , not

only in the abolition of the exhausting labour incidental to the

exceptionally trying gradients already referred to , but in the great
saving of time spent upon each journey, a most important

consideration when mail trains are running late and a large number of

men at the office are at a standstill .

In conclusion , I have only to add that the running of the

waggon in connection with the tram -cars has not entailed the

slightest alteration or addition of any kind to the Corporation rolling

stock, as it runs with equal smoothness at all speeds sanctioned by

the Board of Trade. GEO. GREENWOOD.

IN

Sir Francis Freeling, Bart.

N the last issue of the Magazine (writes Mr. R. C. Tombs), a

short article was published on the subject of “ A quest for a

birthplace,” that of Sir Francis Freeling. Since then an obituary

notice respecting Sir Francis has been traced . It appeared in

Felix Farley's Journal (Bristol ) on July 16th , 1836, and may be of

interest to your readers , and useful as an historical record . It

ran thus :

“ Saturday last, died at his residence in Bryanston Square, London ,

in the 73rd year of his age, Sir Francis Freeling, Bart . , upwards of 30

years secretary to the General Post Office. Sir Francis was a native

of Bristol - he was born in Redcliffe parish—and first became initiated

in the laborious and multifarious duties attendant upon the important

branch of the public service in which he was engaged in the Post

Office of this city, from whence he was removed to the Metropolitan
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office in Lombard Street , on the recommendation of Mr. Palmer, the

former M.P. and father of George Palmer, the present member for

Bath , who had observed during the period he was employed in first

establishing the mail coach department the quickness of apprehension ,

the aptitude for business, and the steadiness of conduct of his

youthſul protégé . Sir Francis rapidily rose to notice and preferment

in his new situation ; and after his succession to the office of Chief

Secretary, it is proverbial that no public servant ever gave more

general satisfaction by his indefatigable attention to the interests of

the community, or than he invariably showed to those of the meanest
individual who addressed him ; whether from a peer, or peasant, a

letter of complaint always received a prompt reply. The present
admirable arrangements and conveniences of that noble national

establishment, the newly-erected post office, were formed upon the

experience and the suggestions of Sir Francis and his eldest son . A

more faithful and zealous servant the public never possessed . The

title he enjoyed was the unsolicited reward for his services bestowed

upon him by his Royal master George IV., from whom he frequently

received other flattering testimonials of regard and friendship.

In Sir Francis Freeling was to be found one of those instances which

so frequently occur in this country of the sure reward to industry and

talent when brought into public notice . In speaking of his private

character those only can appreciate his worth who saw him in the

bosom of his family — to his fond and affectionate children his loss will

be irreparable. To possess his friendship was to have gained his

heart , for it may be truly said he never forgot the friend who had won

his confidence ; particularly if the individual was one who, like himself ,

had wanted the fostering hand of a superior. Sir Francis was always

found to be the ready and liberal patron of talent in every department

of literature, science, and the fine arts . Considering the importance

and multiplicity of his public avocations, it was surprising to all his

friends how he could have found leisure to store his mind with the

knowledge he had attained of the works and beauties of all our most

esteemed writers ; his library contains one of the rarest and most

curious collections of our early authors, more particularly our poets

and dramatists ; in the acquirement of these works he was engaged

long before it became the fashion to purchase a black letter poem , or

romance, merely because it was old or unique. But his highest

excellences were the virtuous and religious principles which governed

his whole life ; his purse was ever open to relieve the distress of an

unfortunate friend , or the wants of the deserving poor. Many were

the alms which he bestowed in secret ; which can be testified by the

writer of this paragraph, who knew him well and enjoyed his friend

ship ."

The Clifton Antiquarian Society are now taking up the matter of

placing a tablet on the birthplace.

In the Memorials of Christie's, by W. Roberts , Vol . I. , there is

this note : --

“ Sir Francis Freeling's pictures , sold April 15th, 1837 , included
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C. Stanfield , ' A market Boat on the Schelt , ' 170 guineas ; W. Etty,

Cleopatra embarking on the Cydnus, ' 210 guineas ; and W. Collins,

* The Shrimpers,' 122 guineas (the total realized £2,901 IIs .)."

An engraving of about 1817 of H.M.S. “ Hinchenbrook," after an

action with a French Frigate, was sold at the Bristol auction Mart in

the last week of November last for 315. 6d . It was inscribed to

Francis Freeling, Esq . , Secretary to the General Post Office.

The Canadian Post Office Savings Bank.

E have pleasure in publishing the following letter, and we
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matter of Post Office Savings Banks :

“ Post Office Department, Canada.

“ Savings Bank Branch , Ottawa ,

“ 2nd December, 1902 .

“ To the Editor of St. Martin's- le -Grand.

Sir,-On page 413 of Vol. XII., 1902, of St. Martin's-le

Grand , a somewhat serious error has been repeated in connection

with the date of the inauguration of a Post Office Savings Bank

service in Canada. The date in the table is given as the 1st April,

1886, making Canada foot the list. The system was really put in

operation on the ist April, 1868, which would place the Dominion at

the top of the table , and second only to the Mother Country. Signor

Alberto Gaviani , in his valuable treatise on ' La Cassa Postale di

Risparmio Italiana , ' has made a similar error in the tables on pages

10 and 11 , where he states the date of inauguration to be the

ist April, 1888. The Dominion was only nine months old when

the Post Office Savings Bank commenced operations, and has there

fore not been so slow as the tables in question make her appear.

' I am , Sir, your obedient servant,

“ W. H. HARRINGTON, Superintendent."

Mr. Bacon and the Isle of Man.

R. J. C. BRIDSON, of Douglas, Isle of Man, sends us an

account of the Rev. J. M. Bacon's balloon ascent from the

Isle of Man last November. We notice Mr. Bacon's book The

Dominion of the Air under “ Our Library Table,” and our readers

will doubtless be interested in what Mr. Bridson has to say, The

sketches we publish are from photographs taken by Mr. Royston of

Peel Road, Douglas.

Widespread interest was aroused in the Isle of Man in

November last , when it became known that the Rev. J. M. Bacon

and Mr. Percival Spencer, who had arrived some days previously,

were about to make an ascent in their balloon " Graphic.” The main

objects of the ascent were to test some signalling experiments (by

means of the “ collapsible drum ” ) in conjunction with the gunboat

“Renard,” commissioned by the Admiralty to watch the result on
behalf of the Government, and also to take some scientific

observations on an over -sea journey.

M
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About half -past one in the afternoon , the wind and weather

prevailing being most favourable for the occasion , the balloon rose

gracefully amid the resounding cheers of some five or six thousand

spectators, and floated slowly and majestically into the air, passing

over Onchan head in a S.S.W. direction and making for the Scotch

coast. The gunboat “ Renard , ” under Lieut. Sholto Douglas,

was known to the balloonists to be lying somewhere to leeward , and

while the balloon was sailing very high , signals were satisfactorily trans

mitted to the man -oʻ-war beneath .

Writing to the Morning Post, Mr. Bacon says :

“ Sailing very high , we discerned what appeared like a little toy

boat, ploughing a creamy track through a placid deep blue sea

GRAPHIC

WAITING TO Start. THE START.

transparent to us even in its depths. It was hard to believe that the

object was a man -o '-war, so I signalled with the collapsing drum

Whistle !' and the answering shriek of the well-known siren assured us

that our consort was in truth at hand. Shortly afterwards I lowered

my heliographic ball until it was poised as an intensely brilliant star in

the clear below the car. I await with interest the “ Renard ' Officer's

report as to how well this instrument was seen . On a downward

course I telegraphed ' Shall trail soon , ' and truly the trailing began

almost prematurely. I am thoroughly satisfied with all the results."

On the advantages to science of Mr. Bacon's aerial navigation it is

perhaps too premature to speculate ; but, if we are ever at waron sea

with any power, the use of the balloon for communicating with the

fleet cannot be over-estimated . In one respect at least Mr. Bacon

has established a record, for this is the first time that a trip of this

character has been made from the Island. It is obvious that

whoever selects the Island as a starting point must be prepared to

( ross the sea, no matter from what quarter the wind may be blowing.

And of course it was for this reason that Mr. Bacon visited us.
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A Correction.

N some notes on the United States Postal Service in your October

number (writes Mr. Lewin Hill) , I attributed to Mr. Jefferson

Brick, of immortal memory, a phrase which my friend Mr. Jasper

Badcock tells me was spoken by Mr. HannibalChollop . “ We must be

cracked up, sir," retorted Mr. Hannibal Chollop, in a tone of menace .

“ You are not now in a despotic land . We are a model to the airth

and must be jist cracked up , I tell you .” Mr. Chollop had been

introduced as one of the finest specimens of our raw material.”

I am led to reflect not only on Mr. Chollop but on Mr. Jefferson

Brick , on Mr. Elijah Pogram , on the Mother of the modern Gracchi.

Nor can I forget those on our side of the water, Mr. Pecksniff,

Mr. Moddle, Mrs. Gamp and Mrs. Prig . Where are they now , one

and all ? Alas, with the great majority

“ All, all are gone, but still lives on

The fame of those who died .

And true men , like you men ,

Remember them with pride.”

There is one pleasant fact to bear in mind about the demise of

each . No question was raised in their case of cremation versus burial

in earth , nor was it necessary to consign even one to the watery deep .

No question was raised about consecrated or unconsecrated ground,

and no zealous parson refused to allow the church bell to toll for a

dissenter.

From the City to West Kensington.

( A Lament from the S.B.D.)

O KENSINGTON , O Kensington , thou art so far away ;

And sore my heart misgives me when I think of moving day,

When city train and city street shall us no longer know ,

And to the Old Court Suburb we shall have to pack and go.

No more from office we shall see the great Cathedral rise

Grey, grand and vast , a resting place ofttimes for weary eyes ,

When from a ledger page we cast a momentary glance ,

And dream-thoughts roam from perfect dome to airy cloudlet's dance.

Unchanged, unchanging, thou remain'st above the city's din ,

The clang and clamour round thy feet ne'er threaten thee within ;

Thy golden cross and ball survey the river's ceaseless flow ,

The weltering street , the hurrying feet, the change and chance below .

Thou little reck'st that we no more shall walk thy narrow ways,

That thy sonorous chime no more shall measure out our days,

That Stores and Churchyard shops to us will be forgotten joy,

And Paternoster's book -lined Row no longer will decoy .

Thy blandishments, O Kensington , they only leave us cold-

Thy Wild West Shows , thy cycle halls , thy splendours still untold ;

Dearer to us the old cramped walls , the lanes we love and know

In th’ever throbbing heart of things

But the order's “ Pack and Go ! ”

H. C. W.
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Frederick Stewart Cobb.

N Saturday, the 18th October (St. Luke's Day), the window

which has been presented to Rochester Cathedral by the

friends and colleagues of the late Mr. Frederick Stewart Cobb, who

was British Postmaster of Constantinople at the time of his death,

was unveiled by the Dean in the presence of a large congregation .

Besides Mr. Cobb's relatives and old friends in the city of Rochester,

there were present a large number of his old colleagues in the Savings

Bank Department and other departments of the G.P.O. All the

scholars of the King's School , Rochester, where Mr. Cobb had been

a student , attended with the Head Master, and a large number of the

staff of the Rochester Post Office were also in the Cathedral with the

Postmaster, Mr. Harrison . The Head Master of the King's School,

Rev. T. F. Hobson, in notifying the intention of being present with

his boys, wrote : “We, of course , feel much pride in the appreciation

of one who has been such an honour to the old school. ” The Bishop

of Rochester wrote as follows :

“ Bishop's House, Kennington , S.E. ,

10th September, 1902 .

“ Dear Mr. Atkin ,-I am afraid that I have an imperative

engagement on October 18 at one of our missions in London. Had

I been in Rochester I should have ' delighted to honour ' the memory

of one who was fortunate enough by his own nobleness to do a little

of that which England and Englishmen were so little able to accom

plish in those dark days of massacre .

“ Yours very truly,

* E. ROFFEN."

The clergy and choir of the Cathedral rendered the specially

prepared form of service , a portion of which consisted of the offering

of the window to the Dean by Mr. Housden on behalf of the

Committee.

Mr. Housden said : Frederick Stewart Cobb, to whose memory

this window has been put up by the contributions of many of his

friends , was a native of this city, and a King's Scholar of the

Cathedral Grammar School . After leaving the school he spent some

time in France and Germany, forming many friendships in both

countries, and acquiring a knowledge of French and German somewhat

rare in an Englishman of his generation. Forty years ago he entered

the Service of the Crown, as an officer of the General Post Office in

London, and rose to an important and responsible position. In 1892,

he was appointed British Postmaster at Constantinople, where he died

in February, 1899 . This is not the time or place to enlarge upon the

details of his life, or to attempt an analysis of his character ; but it is

not, I think , unfitting to explain briefly why this memorial has been

raised . Some who are present to-day could tell what Cobb wa

son or as a brother ; and his many friends , whether of those who

knew him from boyhood, or of those whose friendship is later, though

not less firm , recall his kindness, his consideration for others, his

66
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love of justice , his sympathy with suffering, and his chivalrous

championship of the desolate and oppressed. He was the friend of

children, and those who knew him in their childhood retain many

happy recollections of his thoughtful and tender love . His colleagues

in official life trusted and respected him , and those who had the good

fortune to be under him found in him , what is not too common in

the Public Service, a steadfast friend , who was always ready to promote

their welfare, and to help them in difficulties. During his residence

in Constantinople his heart was touched by the calamities which befel

the ill-fated Armenians; and, with a noble disregard of official pro

priety, he once hid several of them in the cellar of the British Post

Office, and fed them until the tyranny was overpast. They did not

forget his kindness. When he was laid to rest, and the mourners

were leaving the cemetery, it was noticed that a poor Armenian walked

up to the grave and dropped a little flower on the coffin of his preserver.

His death was due to an act of characteristic unselfishness. A colleague

fell ill of smallpox, and Cobb insisted upon arranging and super

tending the sick man's removal to a hospital. He took the infection ,

and an illness of a few days ended his valued life. No man felt more

keenly than he how difficult it is to maintain, and how easy to fall

short of, a high ideal of duty. But we whose privilege it was to know

him , can apply to him some of those noble verses in which Wordsworth

has described the character of the Happy Warrior :

“ Who if he rise to station of command,

Rises by open means ; and there will stand

On honourable terms, or else retire ;

And in himself possess his own desire ;

Who comprehends his trust , and to the same

Keeps faithful with a singleness of aim ;

And, therefore, does not stoop, nor lie in wait

For wealth or honours, or for worldly state ;

Whom they must follow ; on whose head must fall,

Like showers of manna, if they come at all ;

Whose powers shed round him in the common strife,

Or mild concerns of ordinary life,

A constant influence, a peculiar grace .”

Mr. Dean , -I have now in the name of my colleagues to offer

you this window, which does credit to the artist, and is, we trust, a
becoming addition to this holy and beautiful House . We ask you to

accept it from us , and to dedicate it to the glory of God in memory of

His servant, Frederick Stewart Cobb.

Dean Hole then accepted the window and gave a shortaddress, in

which he spoke warmly of the example which Mr. Cobb's character

should be to those present.

The window contains a representation of St. Luke, and the work

was executed by Mr. Frampton, who had been selected to do it by

special desire of the late Duke of Westminster. It is in a very

prominent place in the nave of the cathedral .



ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG. 87

We notice that in someaccounts which have appeared in the press

of the ceremony, Mr. Cobb is described as Director of the British

Post Office, Constantinople. This was the title he adopted himself

on his visiting cards , as he found the description “ Postmaster ” was

not understood by his foreign friends and colleagues in Constantinople.

But his strict official title was, of coure, “ British Postmaster.” A

more curious error was made by the Dean himself in accepting the

window . In speaking from a notice which had been supplied to him

containing particulars of Mr. Cobb's career, he stated that Mr. Cobb

had been “ transported ” to Constantinople instead of " transferred . ”

Those, however, who were present who remembered the way in which

Mr. Cobb regarded the circumstances of his exile, could not help

feeling that the Dean had unconsciously used the word which their

friend would have himself selected .

VERY

Mr. F. R. Langton.

TERY many friends at the General Post Office and throughout

the Post Office Service will miss the familiar figure of Mr.

F. R. Langton , who has just retired from the official ranks.

Mr. Langton had been so long Private Secretary to successive

Postmasters-General, and his cheery urbanity had so long welcomed

those who approached the threshold of authority at St. Martin's -le

Grand, that he had come for all of us to seem a permanent part of

the official order of things.

Probably Mr. Langton's career as Private Secretary is a record

one in the Civil Service. He was first appointed as Assistant Private

Secretary by Mr. Monsell, afterwards Lord Emly, in 1871 , and served

in the same position under Mr. (afterwards Lord) Playfair in 1873-4 .

From 1874 to 1880 he served under Lord John Manners, now

the venerable Duke of Rutland. In 1880 he was reappointed by

Mr. Fawcett, and he served for short periods under his successors :

Mr. Shaw Lefevre, Lord John Manners, and Lord Wolverton . In

1886 he became Private Secretary to Mr. Raikes, and on his death ,

in 1891 , to Sir James Fergusson. It the next change of Government

Mr. Langton was appointed to the charge of the Appointment Branch

of the Secretary's Office, but in 1895 he once more became Private

Secretary to the Duke of Norfolk, and continued in that position

under Lord Londonderry, on whose translation to the Education

Office Mr. Langton has now sought relief from the cares of official

life. In the Post Office his constant kindness and courtesy to all who

were brought into either official or personal relations with him have

made him many friends whose good wishes will follow him into

private life .

The late Mr. H. Toothill .

HE Service has suffered a serious loss through the death of

Mr. Toothill, the Superintendent of the Postal Telegraph

Special Racing Staff. His telegraphic career began in 1859 ; in that

year he joined the Electric and International Telegraph Company at

TH



88 ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.

Sheffield . From then until 1865 he worked with the above -mentioned

company and with the United Kingdom Telegraph Company. The

years between 1865 and the Government purchase of the telegraphs,

Mr. Toothill spent abroad, joining the Indo-European Company at

the Persian Gulf, visiting Bombay and other important cities. On his

return he entered the Central Telegraph Office. His connection with

TS . lasted until 1883 , when he was appointed Superintendent of

Telegraphs at Sheffield. During the ten or eleven years spent in the

metropolis “ Harry ” Toothill formed many friendships, and when he
left for Sheffield carried with him the good wishes and respect of all .

The cutlery town , however, was not destined to see him for long,

as three years later he was appointed Assistant Superintendent of

Mr. H. TOOTHILL .

Racing and Special Events. This post he continued to fill until

January, 1901 , when he was appointed Superintendent in place

of Mr. T. Mason .

Mr. Toothill was universally liked and respected, and will be long

remembered and regretted . His staff are especially sorrowful at his

loss, for to them he was always considerate and just. Members of

the Press , also , who can best appreciate the splendid work done by

the Department at the racing and other special meetings, bear record

to Mr. Toothill's unfailing courtesy and consideration , and are unani

mous in their regret at his death .

Lieut. -Col. W. Standford, D.S.O.

N the list of honours recently gazetted in connection with the

South African War, the name of Lieut . -Col . W. Standford , Cape

Town Highlanders, appears among the recipients of the Distinguished

Service Order. Probably few readers of this magazine have recognised

this name as that of a former colleague . Mr. Standford was for a

few years a writer in the Private Wire Section of the Secretary's Office.

He was , however, too energetic to remain long at a desk, and left in

1876 to join the Cape Mounted Rifles. Shortly afterwards he was

IN
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transferred to the Telegraph Service, and appointed assistant to Sir

James Sivewright, then general manager of the Cape Government

Telegraphs.

Mr. Standford spent his boyhood in the Army, and on taking up

his residence in Cape Town naturally joined the Cape Town Artillery

Volunteers, in which corps he took part in several campaigns against

the Zulus, and attained the rank of Lieutenant. While on service he

edited a camp newspaper containing the usual items of news, and

humorous accounts of events in camp life, mostly of the ben trovato

order. At this period he was a prominent figure at the South African

Wimbledon , and carried off many important prizes . On the formation

of the Cape Town Highlanders he joined that corps, and rose to be

LIEUT . -Col. W. STANDFORD , D.S.O.

Lieut.-Colonel Commanding during the recent war, when the regiment

wasemployedon the lines of communication and in other ways.

In civil life Mr. Standford has been no less active. He holds

high rank as a Mason , and has been Master of his Lodge. For

many years he has been in the Engineering Branch of the Telegraph

Service, and now holds the position of Assistant Engineer. As an

artist he used to delight his colleagues by producing spirited pen and

ink sketches illustrating passing events. He excelled in depicting his

chiefs as placed in the most ludicrous positions, to their great amuse

ment, seeing it was pure fun, without a trace of venom. The writer

still treasures some of these sketches.

The accompanying portrait shows five previous decorations earned

by this officer, and all who know him will heartily wish that he may

live long to wear them , and add to their number.
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Mrs. Agnes Brown.

NE of the oldest officials, if not, indeed, the oldest official, in

Kirkcudbrightshire, has recently retired from the service

Mrs. Agnes Brown, sub-postmistress of Gelston, a small Money

Order Office 2 miles from Castle Douglas. Her husband,

Mr. George Brown, whose father held the appointment before him ,

was appointed sub-postmaster in 1861 , and on his death in 1886 the

CELSTON

POST OFFICE

20X

MRS. AGNES BROWN .

appointment was conferred on Mrs. Brown , so that for forty-one years

she has been connected with the Department. While still mentally fit

for her duties, the burden of advancing years—she is now 82 years

of age—has latterly been apparent, and an attack of paralysis in one

of her legs is the immediate cause of her retirement. Mrs. Brown

had a high sense of the importance of her duties , and has always

discharged them diligently. Her strong-minded Scottish character

may best be illustrated by the fact that it is reported that she
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informed a stranger, who called for a stamp on Sunday, that she

would not serve Queen Victoria on that day. Her memory goes

back to the days of Rowland Hill and the introduction of the penny

postage, and she remembers distinctly the Coronation of Queen

Victoria . For some years now Mrs. Brown's only companion has

been her little dog, Bendy. The dog was kept fastened , by a fairly

long chain , to a kitchen chair, and its presence made any stranger

feel somewhat uncomfortable, as the writer can testify: No tramp

certainly dare approach the house. Our good wishes follow this old

public servant in her retirement.

The late Mr. S. B. Rogers.

HE death took place in Bristol recently of Mr. Stephen Bartlett

Rogers, who for many years was connected with the Bristol Post

Office. Mr. Rogers entered the service in April, 1855 , when the Post

Office was located in Corn Street . In 1886 he was promoted to be

TH

MR. S. B. ROGERS.

Postmaster of Newton Abbot, and remained at that place for ten

years . He was then offered the postmastership of Bridgwater, but,

to his great regret, was obliged to decline, owing to a breakdown in

health , which unfortunately led, in 1896 , to his premature retirement

from the service. During his ten years' service at Newton Abbot he

was exceedingly popular alike with public and staff.

Mr. Rogers was a man of magnificent physique, standing well

over six feet in height , and was of striking appearance. He was one

of the earliest members of the Bristol Rifle Volunteers, and attained

no small degree of proficiency at the shooting butts , winning many

valuable prizes as a marksman. For several years he represented his

corps at the annual Wimbledon shoot , and won several challenge cups

and trophies. An enthusiastic floriculturist, he was equally at home

in greenhouse and garden , and it was in pursuit of this hobby that

the spare time of his later days was spent. As a musician he was
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well known, he having been a singer of more than ordinary ability,

possessing a fine tenor voice, and he was a skilful performer on several

musical instruments. In 1883 he took a very active part in the

formation of the Bristol Post Office Band, in which , until he left this

city in 1886, he was an instrumentalist. A good conversationalist, of

genial temperament, and an amusing raconteur, Mr. Rogers will be

greatly missed by those who were privileged to know him . His long

illness was borne with exemplary patience and fortitude, and his death

at the comparatively early age of 63 years is much deplored.

Mr. Edward May.

FTER a service extending over 50 years Mr. Edward May on

the ist October last retired from the Controllership of the

Central Telegraph Office.

Mr. May commenced his telegraphic career on the roth June,

1852, in the service of the Electric and International Telegraph

Company. At the time of the transfer of the Telegraphs to the state

in 1870, he was Clerk in Charge of that Company's Foreign Gallery,

and at the transfer was appointed Senior Assistant Controller. He

continued in that capacity until the 17th September , 1889 , when he

was made Deputy Controller, and on the 17th February, 1898 , he

succeeded Mr. (now Sir Henry) Fischer as Controller.

Mr. May's experience of matters telegraphic is certainly unique,

and he has grown up with , and assisted in , the wonderful progress

made duringhis half century of service . He has a lively recollection

of the comparatively small room which constituted the Head Office

of the Electric and International Telegraph Company in Founder's

Court, Lothbury, in the early fifties. The accompanying sketch

gives some idea of the formation of the “ Gallery,” containing as it

did some 15 circuits working to Birmingham , York, Liverpool and

Manchester,

There were but a few important towns on the system ; but an

arrangement existed with railway companies, who possessed nearly

all the wires , by which other towns could be reached. Normanton,

for instance, was in those days one of the most important centres, as

the mass of the northern traffic fell upon it , and consequently the

pick of the operators were located there. Now, however, Normanton

is not even in direct communication with London . At this period

there were only about 20 operators at the Company's office in

London, a great contrast to the present day, as at the Central Office

alone about 5,000 persons are now employed, while there are nearly

1,300 circuits.

What was looked upon as a great innovation was the introduction

of some dozen women, the telegraphic training of whom Mr. May

undertook . That number has been considerably augmented in the

progress of years, and at the present time out of the 5,000 persons

employed at the Central Office 1,300 are women operators.

The charge for telegrams in the early days of Mr. May's service

was very high as compared with now, as much as 7s.6d. being
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charged for a 20 word telegram to Liverpool and about 145. to

Aberdeen . As a result the system was only used for the most urgent

matters, while its employment for business purposes was very limited.

About the year 1854 a tariff was arranged with a minimum charge of

Is . for 50 miles, 2s. 6d . for 100, and 5s. for a greater distance, address

included. The natural result of these reductions was a great increase

in business . In 1861 , a uniform is. rate was introduced by the

Electric Telegraph Company, but it was in advance of its time and was
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abandoned as unremunerative. The distance tariff was, however,

reduced , and thus made it possible to send a message of 20 words

a distance of 200 miles for is . 6d . Up to the year 1854 , too, the

foreign rates were enormous. A 20 word telegram to Florence cost

365. 6d ., to Leghorn 345. 6d . , to Hamburg, Berlin and several Italian

towns 225. , and to Paris 12s.

In the early fifties the number of messages dealt with in the whole

of London (where but five public telegraph offices existed ) could not

have amounted to more than a few hundred daily. This is in great

contrast to the present time when the average daily number of

telegrams passing through the Central Office is 150,000 , which on

oucasions has exceeded 200,000 , viz . , on the day before the funeral of

Queen Victoria , and at the time of the postponed Coronation , when,

on successive days, the extraordinary totals of 312,000 and 314,000

were dealt with .

Among Mr. May's pleasant recollections may be mentioned the

fitting up of the telegraph office at Windsor Castle, where he was

engaged for about a year, and where he had the privilege of explaining

the working of the system to Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort.

G
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The latter visited Mr. May several times and was greatly interested .

Mr. May also managed the telegraph business there at the time of

the Emperor Napoleon's visit .

Mr. May relates how from the first the Turf was a great patron

of Telegraphs, and he well remembers the manner in which the

Newmarket races used to be reported. As the stewards would not

allow a telegraph office on the course , the results had to be

semaphored by means of huge 6 ft. letters ; and it is easy to imagine

the trouble which occurred on one occasion when a 6 was placed

upside down and was taken for a 9. Since that time, however, many

great and important changes and improvements have taken place, in

all of which it may be said Mr. May has played some directly

important part during his long practical connection with the Central

Office, having been the personal and able lieutenant of his

predecessor, Sir Henry Fischer , throughout the whole of the latter's
official career.

Mr. May carries with him in his retirement the sincere regard and

good wishes of all his colleagues, who, to show their appreciation in a

more tangible form , presented him with a handsome gold watch and

chain as a souvenir to remind him of the many friends left behind .

His portrait appears on page 450 of our fifth volume.

A. W. E.

Mr. N. Hautrive.

URING the afternoon of the ist December last , some friends and

colleagues of Mr. Napoleon Hautrive met in the Deputation

Room of the G.P.O. North , to present him with a token of their

regard and to wish him farewell on his leaving the service of the Post

Office. In making the presentation on behalf of the subscribers,

Mr. Lamb bore eloquent testimony to the great ability, keen interest,

and fidelity with which Mr. Hautrive (a French subject) had served
the British Post Office .

Mr. Hautrive, whose retirement is somewhat hastened, owing to

his failing health during the winter, entered the service of the French

Administration in 1864.

When the first General International Telegraph Conference was

held in 1865 , it became our late colleague's duty with another officer

of the Administration to arrange to light the catacombs in Paris by

electricity for the entertainment of the members of the Conference.

They had only two arc lamps , lent by the inventor, Monsieur Jablos

choff, and , as dynamos were practically unknown at that time, the

electric power was a large Bunsen battery. The method adopted to

light the catacombs by two arc lamps was ingenious. As soon as the

visitors passed one lamp Mr. Hautrive or his aide unswitched it and

ran on ahead to connect it with the current in advance of the party .

The experiment was voted a great success.

During the Franco -German war Mr. Hautrive served as first

lieutenant in the Military Telegraph Corps, and as the land lines

were naturally very much interrupted, the French Government decided
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to lay a cable from Dunkirk to Bordeaux. Mr. Hautrive took a

prominent part in the laying of that cable. Our readerswill perhaps

remember Mr. Hautrive's account of “ An Ill-fated Cable ” given

in this Magazine in 1895 .

The establishment of a direct wire between Paris and London

Stock Exchange was doubtless hastened by a manoeuvre suggested to

a Paris broker by Mr. Hautrive. Owing to the great delay on the

Paris -London wire, he suggested to a firm that they should send their

telegrams for the Stock Exchange first to Boulogne and then have

them retransmitted thence to London . The Paris-Boulogne and the

Boulogne -London wires being at that time comparatively idle , the

result was that the stockbrokers who adopted the system saved a

MR. N. HAUTRIVE.

considerable amount of time. Complaints, as might be expected,

soon poured in from other brokers, and a direct wire between these
important exchanges was soon after established.

In 1873 he quitted the French Telegraph Administration and

joined the “ late ” Submarine Telegraph Company. It was in the

secretary's office of that Company that he began to acquire that

complete knowledge of international telegraphy which has been at

the disposal of the Department since 1890 , and which Mr. Lamb

more than hinted the Department would still further utilize at the

forthcoming Conference. We hope it may be so , as the many friends

Mr. Hautrive has made, during his twelve years' service amongst us,

would be heartily glad to see him again .

Josiah Leal.

HIS well -known official, who retired from the Postmastership of

the age of 78 , after only a couple of days' illness . I remember when

he went to Leeds about 30 years ago, he didn't like the look of the
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place and asked to come back to London . But he settled down

eventually, and so greatly did he become attached to his surroundings

and to his numerous friends in the Yorkshire town, that he continued

to live on there after his retirement. When I entered the Post Office

Service more than 40 years ago Leal was one of the chief officers of

the Registered Letter Division, as it was then called , his colleague

being John Topping— “ Honest John ” —than whom no man ever
better deserved the appellation.

My first tussle with Leal was soon after I entered the Branch .

The Manchester Road was despatched by a very ancient individual,

who was always behind, and who had to be “ dug out ” nearly every

night . I was one of the diggers, and I suggested to Leal that I would

rather do the Road altogether than come in at the end when things

had got thoroughly muddled up , and there was a risk of losing
the mail. Leal must have thought that this was a bit of cheek

on the part of so young an officer, for he gave me a look which

I have often seen since and which seemed to say, “ Perhaps

you'd like to teach your grandmother to suck eggs." By-and-bye,

however, I was put to the Road , and Leal was so greatly pleased at

being relieved of all anxiety at the close of the “ duty ” that he became

quite friendly, not to say affectionate !

From the Registered Letter Division Leal went to the Inland

Branch, where he was Chief Clerk for several years ; and subsequently

he became Superintendent of the Sorting Office, whence he was

appointed to Leeds. He was a member of the “ Conference of

Practical Officers,” which met at Bushey in or about 1885 , of which

I was also a member. We were eleven all told , including

Sam Walliker, the chairman . But now that Leal is gone, only

five survive , and only one remains in the Service, my old friend,

J. W. Hyde, the Controller at Edinburgh, whose name is strangely

absent from the list of I.S.O.'s notwithstanding his more than

40 years of not undistinguished service. Looking at a photographic

group of the members of the conference, I notice the burly form

of “ Joe” Leal, surmounted by a felt hat of the ample dimensions

and peculiar build affected by thethe wearer, whose eyes peer

out from beneath the ample brim with a half-amused, half-knowing

look as though he should say : “ Oh ! yes, it's me. ” Although

comparatively unlettered, Leal had a rich store of mother-wit and a

keen sense of humour ; and there was a “ bluff Hal-ishness " about

him - if I may coin a word for the occasion - which made him “ hail

fellow well met” with most people. It was always a treat to see him

and his whilom colleague William Smallwood, otherwise “ Chips,"

engaged in a sparring match in which wit and good -natured sarcasm

were theprincipal weapons. Leal generally managed to pull off the event

because he always kept perfectly cool , whereas Smallwood spluttered a

good deal , albeit he was one of the best fellow's who ever lived .

For the good-natured rough -and -tumble of official life no two men

were better fitted than William Smallwood and Josiah Leal, and none

were better respected by their colleagues of the old “ C.D."
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Leal was very popular with the staff, and was accessible to all

classes, and perhaps more so to the lower than to the higher grades.

He would crack a joke as readily with a as ' with

superintenden
t, and “ old Bunn," the lobby messenger , who was a

“ character ” in his way , was a prime favourite of his, as well as Old

Bailey ," who died long before it was ever thought of to pull down his

namesake in Newgate Street! Bunn could take a joke as solemnly as

any man, his tongue in his cheek the while ; and Bailey, when he was

urged on a certain occasion by a very ancient deputy controller

to retire on account of advancing years, replied : “ You're an older

man than me, and if retirement is as nice as you make out why don't

you try it yourself ? ” Leal greatly enjoyed this joke as did old Bailey

himself, who was not simply “ employed ” at the Post Office, but

practically lived there, and took his sleep in the intervals between

the arrivals of the mails. I believe it was the enormous amount he

earned in the shape of “ extra duty ” (there was nothiug so vulgar as

“ overtime” in those days) which vexed the soul of the ancient

deputy controller aforesaid , who was a compatriot of mine !

Leal contributed a good deal to the gaiety of the old days, which

was sadly eclipsed when he and some half -dozen others left the old

Inland Branch . Even the sedate and stately Henry Mellersh would

relax under the spell of a “ good story” told by Joe Leal ; and I

fancy other topics than the “ state of the duty ” were discussed by

these two worthies at the morning and afternoon conferences which

took place between the sub-controller and the on -going and off
going superintendents of the day. Mellersh was a grave man

after a fashion , but Leal could “ melt ” him if anybody could ; and I

fancy the two enjoyed themselves in the inner sanctum supposed to

be devoted to arrivals and despatches and other mundane matters

connected with Her Majesty's Mails. Leal has seen Mellersh out,

and a good many more who were his contemporaries in those days ;

and the few who remain who remember him before he went to Leeds

will not be disinclined to shed a tear over his newly -made grave.

R. W. J.

The Yorkshire Post of the 13th November speaks highly of

Mr. Leal's services to Leeds during the fifteen years that he occupied

the position of Postmaster ; and Mr. R. C. Tombs, I.S.O. , sends us a

few words of appreciation of his late colleague. Like Mr. Johnston ,

Mr. Tombs remembers Mr. Leal as of an amiable and somewhat

jocular disposition. He refers also to his knowledge of human nature

and his faculty for getting the best work out of men . “ His habit of

old time, ” says Mr.Tombs, “ was to rough out his reports for the

Secretary and the Controller and get them copied by junior officers.

He used a large carpenter's pencil and it was marvellous at what rate

the stumps he used could be made to record his thoughts. That was

in the days before shorthand and type-writing ." Mr. Tombs further

says he was “ without an ounce of side."
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Mr. Cedric Prall.

HE Department has lost the services of a very energetic officer

,
ofMr. Cedric Prall , Principal Book -keeper in the Accountant-General's

Office. Mr. Prall entered the Money Order Office in October, 1866 ,

and had thus seen just over 30 years service. He was transferred to

the Accountant-General's Department in 1872 , where he steadily rose

until he was appointed to the important position of Principal Book

keeper on the 5th April, 1901. He was not destined, however, to

enjoy that position for long, as his health broke down soon after his

appointment, and during the year prior to his retirement he was more

or less on sick leave. Mr. Prall took an exceedingly keen interest in

the work of the Department , and his familiar figure will long be

missed by his brother officers . We had hoped to have given a

portrait of Mr. Prall, but he informs us that he has no photograph of

himself. He has only been taken once , and that, he says,

such a dead failure, that I never had the courage to repeat the

experiment.” We sincerely wish Mr. Prall restoration to health and a

long enjoyment of the pension he has so well earned .

Mr. Edward Orchard .

T is with deep regret that we have to announce the death of

was

,
Dublin , on the 19th October last . On his appointment to that post

in 1897 , we gave a short account of Mr. Orchard's official history
together with his portrait (vide St. Martin's- le -Grand for July, 1897 ) .

It therefore only remains for us to say that his untimely death is

mourned by a large circle of official colleagues , both in London and

in Dublin. His was a gentle nature and he was extremely popular with

all who knew him . Physically he was never very strong, and towards

the end of 1900 his health entirely broke down so that he had to
retire on pension .

During the year prior to his death he was so great a sufferer that

when the end came it was , though a terrible calamity for those he left

behind, a merciful release for himself, for he was at last at peace.

Charles Gordon Hall.

"HERE are many at St. Martin's-le-Grand who regret the

departure from their midst of Mr. C. G. Hall , familiarly

known to his friends as “ Gustavus," one of the most popular

members of the Secretary's Office ; and it would be unseemly for

this number to go to press without some outline of his career and

record of the affection with which he was regarded by a large number

of those of every grade who came in contact with him . His father

was the late Colonel Jasper Hall of the Coldstream Guards and his

mother a daughter of Mr. John Alves of Enham , Hants. After

spending the early years of his childhood in Germany, our late

colleague proceeded to Bradfield College and subsequently to the New

College, Oxford, where he held a musical scholarship. He entered

T!
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the Secretary's Office of the Post Office in 1866 and remained there

until the close of his career, which a break in his health has brought

about sooner than his friends would wish . During that period he

acted as private secretary to Lord John Manners, now Duke of

Rutland, and to the Rt . Hon . Henry Fawcett , when they held the

office of Postmaster-General, and at the time of his retirement he was

a principal clerk and likewise one of the body known as clerks-in

waiting. Comments on Mr. Hall's Post Office career would be

superfluous, because those who have worked with him can appreciate

his services at their proper value and those who have not will no

longer be interested in the official but in the man himself. And

there can be no doubt that as an individual he enjoyed an enviable

MR . C. G. HALL.

position in great measure owing to his charm of manner and unfailing

good temper. Neither inside nor outside the office did the little

worries of every -day life disturb his serenity . A table piled up with

official papers had no terrors for him , and he would accept the loss of

his luggage on the railway with the philosophy of a Job . But what is

more, he was always ready to help others , and no one ever doubted

his good faith . Therein probably lay the secret of his unquestionable

popularity.

This notice would not be complete without some further allusion

to Mr. Hall's musical proclivities. Not only was he a pianist but a

composer, one of his latest productions being an effective Coronation

ode , recently published by Messrs. Novello. As an ardent worshipper

of Wagner he was for many years a regular visitor to Bayreuth ; but

the catholicity of his tastes is manifest from the fact that he was an

equally regular subscriber to the Monday Popular Concerts .

favourite resort has long been the hospitable Union Club ; and as he



Іоо ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.

A

will there be accessible to his friends , it is to be hoped that he will

continue to prefer it to the sedate seclusion of the Carlton . Floreat

Gustavus !

William Henry Grey.

NOTHER link with the past has been severed by the death of

this gentleman , which took place at Clapham a week or two

ago , at the great age of 76. He entered the Civil Service as an extra

clerk in the Foreign Office sixty -two years ago , and was transferred

to the Post Office two years later, where he served for the long period

of fifty years , and whence he retired about ten years ago . He lived

at the Constitutional Club for several years after his retirement, but

continued ill -health compelled him to seek the quiet and comfort of a

home, and hence his death at Clapham , near which he had spent the

greater portion of his long life . Stockwell was his early home, and he

was secretary of the Stockwell Grammar School for many years , and

took a deep interest in the work of that well-known institution . When

I entered the Post Office more than forty years ago, Mr. Grey was

one of the principal clerks of the old Circulation Department, his

colleague being Charles Potter, who afterwards became Postmaster of

the Eastern District of London . They presided over the large room

where the work of the London District Branch was carried on , and

in an inner sanctum sat Thomas Boucher, then Vice-Controller of the

Circulation Department, and Henry Mellersh, and Daniel John Ely,

Deputy Controllers, the latter usually immersed in the engrossing work

of dealing with “ Removal Notices . ” By-and -bye Mr. Grey became

Sub -Controller of the London District Branch , and no better selection

could have been made, as he knew the London work better than any

man in the office, and had a positive genius for detail. But somehow

his star declined after this, and he was never afterwards employed on

the higher class of work for which his great abilities undoubtedly
marked him out. He was not only an excellent officer, but he was---

what was not too common in those days an excellent scholar ; and

the Sub-Controllership , in succession , of the Registered Letter and

Foreign Branches, was but a poor recognition of his deserts, although

on one occasion he was temporarily in charge of the whole Circulation

Department for a brief period.

I was attracted to Henry Grey very early in my official career by

reason of his literary tastes, and the interesting travel notes he was in

the habit of publishing from time to time, under the title of Resting

without Rusting. He was a great traveller, not only in his own

country, but all over Europe ; and his itineraries were really valuable

to those who sought to imitate his taste for adventure. But he soon

began to take higher flights in literature, and his Classics for the

Million , which had a large sale , and is still selling, was a really valuable

aid both to the student and the general reader, and was received with

something approaching enthusiasm by the press , from the Times and

Athenæum downwards. Then followed A Key to the Waverley Novels,

which also had an excellent reception , and sold by the thousand ;

and later came Trowel, Chisel, and Brush , a concise manual of
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architecture, sculpture, and painting, which was the diteomeof holiday

visits to the principal cathedrals , churches, and other notable buildings

at home and abroad, and the art treasures in English andforeign :

museums and picture galleries, extending pver a period of nearly

twenty years. Besides these Mr. Grey published An Epitome of the

Bible, A Bird's -eye Viet ' of English Literature, A Pocket

Encyclopædia, The Plots of Old English Plays, Science Notes, and

Sirty-five years' Reminiscences ; and altogether his industry and

research were remarkable, especially in his later years, when ill-health

sadly handicapped his otherwise vigorous spirit . I have kept in

touch with him during the whole of my service, and I have been

rewarded by the receipt from time to time of his various works as

they issued from the press , and always by some characteristic gift at

Christmas. He was very punctilious in this respect, and there was no

mistaking the sender, as he wrote to the end the extremely plain and

pretty hand which characterised his whole official career, and which ,

alas : I shall look for in vain at the approaching Christmas season . I

cannot say that Henry Grey was ever very popular with his colleagues

of the old Circulation Department, and this is perhaps one reason

why I took to him , disliking, as I do, the kind of invertebrate creature

who is usually described as “ everybody's body.” Grey was more or

less reserved and shy, and I fancy he had a kind of contempt for

those who neither understood nor appreciated his literary tastes, nor

aimed at more in the way of composition than the baldest “ officialese.”

I remember once he (Grey) spoke in an official report of the “ purlieus

of Westminster,” which greatly agitated the official mind of that day ;

and on another occasion when he spoke of the “ Legal Quarter,” he

was soundly rated for not saying whether he meant Chancery Lane,

Lincoln's Inn, or the Temple! I fancy this kind of thing gradually

weaned Henry Grey from his love of official work, and I believe he

will be best known in the future by his writings, even if they be not

of the kind to stamp him as an author of high rank . For myself,

I shall always think of him as an official of high possibilities, and a

man worth having known . R. W. J.

R

Mr. H. E. Carlyle.

ETIREMENTS, owing to the age limit, are becoming quite

frequent in the Savings Bank, and the number of those who

joined the Department in its early days, and who are still on

active service is being considerably reduced. Mr. Carlyle’s official

Career dates from 1862 ; he became a principal clerk in 1884, and a

sub -controller in 1893 , the position which he occupied at the time of

his retirement. Everybodyrespected him ; even those who did not

appreciate his sturdy independence, and who were perhaps often

irritated at his persistency of purpose, were impressed by his integrity

of character. He was , moreover, in his dealings with men , a

gentleman , in all the senses of that much abused word ; and we who

were his subordinates got into the habit of trusting him and believing
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in : him because of our knowledge of his own high standard of
conduct . Mr. .Sealys one of his contemporaries, spoke at the

•meeting which was held to present him with a gold watch on his

retirement, of the thoroughness of his official work, and this , of

course , was the natural outcome of his honesty of character. Many

men may have thought Carlyle over-cautious and too deliberate in his

methods, but the fact is he always set his face against what is far too

common with many men , the sacrifice of accuracy and deliberation to

speed and economy, and sooner than do this in his own case, he was

prepared to work hours beyond the prescribed time. It is even said

that he worked till quite late in the evening on the last day of his

service. Most men would have been quite easy in their conscience if

on their last day they had trusted implicitly the principal clerk in

charge of papers and have signed them without difficulty. Not so

Carlyle. He was the acting chief of my Branch on the day when he

left the Department, and I could not but be struck with the fact that

the last cases which he was called upon to consider were investigated

with the same minuteness and thoroughness that I remembered

characterised his work years ago . I venture to say that it is men
such as he who are “ the leaven ” in a big Department. Their

influence may be indirect but it is none the less powerful , and it lives

and moves even though the man himself leaves us.

The gold watch that was presented to him was subscribed to by

upwards of 230 men , and all ranks were represented among the

donors. Mr. Sealy, one of the sub -controllers, made the presentation

in a most eloquent speech, and Mr. W. S. Bond, on behalf of

“ the rank and file , " thanked Mr. Carlyle for all his kindness to them .

Mr. Sealy , in the course of his speech, said : “ They had all admired

the chivalrous regard which he always showed towards the interests of

his subordinates. He knew he would have the meeting with him in

saying this , because they had all known, particularly those of the

older generation like himself, cases where that chivalrous regard had

perhaps not advanced Carlyle's own immediate interests in the

Department.” That was, of course , one of the reasons why " the

rank and file” appreciated Carlyle . But it would be a reflection on

them to think that gratitude for favours received was the dominant

feeling with them when they said good -bye: it was the man and

not the official whose loss to the Department they deplored.

It may interest many of our readers to know that Mr. Carlyle is a

member of an old and distinguished Scotch family. In 1436 his

ancestor, Sir William Carlyle, attended the Princess Margaret of

Scotland into France on her marriage with the Dauphin, afterwards

Louis XI . In 1474, Sir John — the son and heir of this Sir William

was created Lord Carlyle of Torthorwald , Dumfries, and in 1477 was
sent on an embassy from James III . of Scotland to Louis XI . of

France. On the death of Michael, the fourth lord , the barony and

the extensive estates passed to the daughter of his eldest son as heir

general, but only after a long litigation with the male heir . This

granddaughter married Sir James Douglas, and their son , Sir James



ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG. 103

B

Douglas, sixth Lord Carlyle of Torthorwald , died without issue, since

which event the peerage has remained dormant . Mr. H. E. Carlyle

is now the representative of the family.

Mr. Carlyle's portrait appears in our number for July, 1894 .
E.B.

Savings Bank Retirements.

ESIDES Mr. Carlyle, there have been since our last issue several

other retirements in the Savings Bank which we are anxious to

record . Mr. W. F. Copeland, who has been a Principal Clerk for

many years, and who has served a great portion of his career as the

Superintending Officer of the Acknowledgment and Warrant Writing

Branches, retired under the age limit on the ist December. His

work had been chiefly with the Boy Clerks and Boy Copyists of the

Department, and the number of kindly acts performed by him on

their behalf both as regards their official and private interests are

legion . Four hundred of their number presented him with a

beautifully bound album containing an illuminated address. His

colleagues and friends of the clerical staff gave him a gold watch and

also an album containing their signatures.

Mr. Angus F. Gordon, a Higher Grade Second Division Clerk ,

retired under the age limit in October, and as he was one of the

most popular officials in the Bank he had a magnificent send -off. A

large and enthusiastic meeting, presided over by Mr. H. Badcock,

one of the Sub -Controllers, was held on the 16th October for the

purpose of presenting him with a gold watch , and several men testified

to the general appreciation of Mr. Gordon's good qualities.

Mr. Badcock, in presenting the gift , which was a gold watch, drew

attention to Mr. Gordon's length of service . He referred to the early

days of the Department, when owing to its rapid growth a staff of 200

or 300 young men of about the same age had to be rapidly organised .

They had long hours , were brought much together, and thus formed

warm friendships with one another . Death had, alas ! taken away

many of that old group, and now the age limit regulation was

shattering the remainder. Gordon , for instance, was here in

good health and spirits. He remembered him coming to them in

the sixties from Auld Reekie . Ilhat a handsome laddie he was !

--an honourable, upright Scotchman. He, at least, never needed

a surgical operation to see a joke; he was always, too , a good

companion. In the merry meetings of old he was always
one of

the best . " No one ever could conceive of Gordon doing a bad turn

to one of his colleagues. It gave him great pleasure to present the

watch , and now that Gordon had leisure he might be able to call up

his recollection of old Examiners' Branch days by verifying the

signatures which appeared in the album that accompanied the gift.

Mr. Gordon made an extremely witty and amusing reply .

The Savings Bank has also lost one of its Doctors, in the person

of James Duncan Long. Dr. Long is a Trinity College, Dublin ,

graduate, and he has obtained the degree of LL.D. from his
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University. He is an exceedingly good classical scholar, an orator

of great power, and is an amusing talker. For years he has amused

the Bank with displays of his mimetic powers . Not only is he

successful in catching exactly the voice of the man he is mimicking,

but in the words he puts into his victim's mouth he succeeds in hitting

off the character of the man .

The Savings Bank Department and the War.

'HE Post Office, as we all know, sent out a large number of

men as combatants and non -combatants to the War in South

Africa, and those who have survived have returned home, and have

with a few exceptions fallen back again into their official grooves .

THI

MR. H. BLACKMORE.

But the experiences they have gone through have meant much to them ,

and official life can never again be quite the same thing as it was in

their eyes before they had seen active service. We are publishing

the portraits of five returned Savings Bank warriors, and having been

privileged to read the report which each man has made to his

Controller of his experiences in South Africa , we think a few facts

obtained therefrom may interest our readers .

Mr. H. Blackmore, of the 69th Company Sussex Imperial

Yeomanry , left England for South Africa in February, 1901 , and saw very

little active service as he was in charge of the postal duties of his

battalion . He was in hospital for some time with dysentery, but

recovered in time to come into touch with all the big operations in

the Western Transvaal which brought the war to a conclusion. “ The

change on the whole has, I believe, done me good, although it has

made me long for a country life . ”

Mr. W. G Parks, of the 27th Company Devon Imperial Yeomanry,

saw some sharp fighting almost as soon as he arrived in South Africa .

He was at Vlakfontein in the hard fight on the 29th May, where the

Boers were credited with killing che wounded . He fought at Moedwil
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on the 30th September of the same year, when Delarey attempted to

rush the camp. He took part in the drives against Delarey, and was on

several occasions twenty -four hours in the saddle. His last big fight

occurred at Rooival on the 17th April last, where a heavy blow was

inflicted on Delarey. Then Parks was ill with dysentery for six weeks ,

MR. W. J. STONEMAN . MR . W. G. Parks .

and recovered only to find peace declared and his company ordered

back to England.

Mr. W. J. Stoneman , of the 24th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry,

saw some hard fighting, and seems to have gone through many

MR. F. G. GANE. MR. C. R. PLASTOW '.

privations and hardships on long marches . “ We reached Southampton

230 strong, having lost 137 men from disease , wounds, etc., the

remainder having been invalided home. ”

Mr. F. G. Gane, of the 12th Squadron (South Notts Hussars)

Injurial Yeomany, writes a short but most vivid account of his
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experiences. He was wounded in the arm soon after arriving in

South Africa, a party of Boers having fired at the train in which he

was travelling. Here is an extract from Gane’s report :-- .“ The orderly

room clerk went into the hospital and I was asked to take over the

duties, which I did very willingly. On June 1st I was made Pay

Lance-Corporal , and on August 11th I was made full Corporal. One

of my duties was to draw enough money from the bank to pay

out, and very often had to travel alone with about £ 800 in my
wallets . This I did not like doing as the country was anything but

safe.” Gane was present at the execution of Scheepers . He also had

a spell of illness with enteric fever. He was promoted to be Quarter

Master Sergeant on the gth March , 1902. His battalion was the first

to land in South Africa and the last to leave.

Mr. C. R. Plastow , of the 106th Squadron ( Paget's Horse) 4th

Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, writes , for the general reader, perhaps the

best report of the five . He was ill with both enteric fever and

dysentery, but seems to have had plenty of fighting as well. And

trekking too fell to his lot in no small quantity. Under Col. de Lisle,

his company covered 30 miles per day on an average without taking

into account night marches. Plastow did his best to capture De Wet,

taking part in the famous drives against him in January last . He

arrived home on the uth August. “ The squadron started trekking

174 strong, but on our last parade we only mustered 67 , the rest

having either been killed, died of disease, or invalided home through

wounds or sickness . ”

IN

A Postwoman wins a Mountain Race.

N view of the fact that no authentic record for women climbers

had been established on Ben Nevis, Mr. William Swan, Fort

William , himself a well-known hill climber, signified his intention of

presenting a gold medal to the lady competitor who, during the

season , made the ascent of Ben Nevis in the shortest time.

On the 15th July last , Miss Tait , the first competitor in this

somewhat novel race, started from the Post Office, Fort William ,

at 7.59 a.m. Arrangements had been made for telegraphing the time

of her arrival at the summit, and the large number of persons who

were interested in the feat were not a little surprised to learn on

receipt of the telegram that the plucky postwoman had accomplished

the task in 1 hour 593 minutes, reaching the Observatory a minute

and a half before ten .

Miss Tait is employed as a postwoman at Corrour, S.O.,

Inverness-shire, and travels 13 miles daily among the remote hills and

glens between Corrour and Lubeilt. She had thus excellent

opportunities of training for the ascent, and her performance fully

justified the confidence placed in her.

Miss Cameron, Glenmallie, Achnacarry, the only other competitor,

made two attempts to defeat Miss Tait's performance, her time being

2 hours 17 minutes and 2 hours 3 minutes respectively.

The distance from the Post Office at Fort William to the
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Observatory is seven miles, and when the steep gradients on the

mountain are taken into consideration, it will not be surprising to learn

that the average climber takes four hours in the ascent. Provost

Young, Fort William , in forwarding the gold medal to Miss Tait,

Miss Tait.

THI

on behalf of the donor, Mr. Wm. Swan , complimented her on her

achievement, and on the physical prowess displayed by her on the

occasion in question .

The “ Isis " Entertainment.

HE “ Isis ” Swimming Club—the popular club for ladies in the

Service — held its annual entertainment on the ist of October

last, at St. George's Baths, S.W. There was a large attendance, the

galleries being filled with spectators. The prizes, which during the

early part of the evening were on exhibition in the outer hall, were

numerous, well chosen and costly, and were presented to the fortunate

winners at the end of each race by Miss Edkins of the Savings Bank

Department. Many of these prizes were presented by officers of the

Bank, noticeable amongst them being the gold brooch given by

Miss M. C. Smith , the Lady Superintendent of the Savings Bank and

president of the club. The “ Isis ” is largely recruited from the

Savings Bank, and it follows that the greater portion of both

competitors and onlookers hailed from that popular office . .
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An amusing feature of the evening's entertainment was an exhibi

tion of life saving, which took the form of a little farce called

“ A Modern Elopement." Several ladies were concerned in this

episode, the principals being Miss Shackleton, the hon . secretary and

treasurer, Miss Vivian , and Miss Brooke. The mirth called forth

by the sketch was nearly equalled by the laugh -provoking tub-race,

in which Miss Shackleton and her partner, Miss Buller, were

OBSTACLE HACE

CLUB TEAM RACE

OPETTO

COMIC

ORNAMENTAL

8
por

WAYS

successful. Miss Boyce, the club instructress , gave an exhibition of

fancy swimming, her diving in particular being beyond reproach .

The races were well contested and were admirable evidences of

the prowess of the athletic Service girl . The 90 yards club handicap,

divided into classes I. and II., won by the Misses Wotton and

de Gackowski respectively, spoke well for the standard of the club ,

though the handicapping seemed a trifle too severe. The invitation

diving competition showed particularly graceful diving from all three

boards, and two out of the three prizes were won by members of the

Mermaid Swimming Club . The junior breast stroke competition

was won by Miss de Gackowski, who swam the length of the bath,
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taking only 17 strokes. The cork -bobbing competition, won by

Miss V. B. May, with seven corks to her credit , against the Misses

M. G. Robinson and Naylor, who won the 2nd and 3rd prizes with

five corks each, and the consolation race brought the programme to

an end . A vote of thanks accorded to Miss Edkins and to the

generous donors of prizes terminated a very enjoyable evening.

The Army Post Office Corps.

IN
V our last issue we put forward a suggestion that the members

of the Post Office Service should be afforded some public

opportunity of welcoming back from South Africa those of their
comrades who have served in the Army during the late War. Nearly

all public bodies have thus greeted their representatives, and it would

be unlike the Post Office to be behindhand in such a matter.

Weunderstand that steps were being taken by the officers of the

Post Office Volunteers to organise an entertainment for this purpose,

but that the proposal has now been dropped on receipt of an intima

tion that the duty more properly belonged to the official representatives

of the Department whose wish and pleasure it is to undertake it .

Odds and Ends.

HE postal servant is like the rain : he does not, in the exercise of

his duties, distinguish between the just and the unjust ; he is

gloriously indifferent to rank, station , and newly acquired honours.

Ind so , when a letter passed through his hands , containing, though

of course unknown to him , a letter of congratulation to the recipient

of a birthday honour, and addressed

Esq ., I.S.O.,

General Post Office, E.C. ,

he made the required effort at delivery, then wrote across the
envelope " not known in Inland Sorting Office," and placed it among

his undelivered letters . The envelope bore this inscription when at

last delivered to the rightful owner, and, we have no doubt,

considerably reduced any tendency on his part to tête montée.

TH

*

DEPOSITOR in the Post Office Savings Bank who has

A
Market , has written a letter to the Department with reference to

investments made through the medium of his Savings Bank account,

and addressed the envelope “ The Roleing Stock Department, General

Post Office .”

IT
T has been pointed out to us that on more than one occasion we

have stated that the only " After Office Hours ” amusement of

the ladies of the Savings Bank Department appears to be swimming,

and in order to refute this charge a lady has sent us an account of a

dramatic entertainment given on the 2nd December at the Cripplegate

Institute by the past students of the Girls' Civil Service Classes held

H
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at King's College . The pieces acted were “ At Cross Purposes," by

Ada Rose, and " The Palace of Truth ,” by W. S. Gilbert. In the

first piece five ladies from the Savings Bank Department acted , the

Misses May Knight, Ella de Ville, Ethel Cates, Gertrude Read, and

Helen Bullar. In the second piece the Savings Bank Department

was represented by nine ladies, the Misses Daisy Harris, Hilda Smyth,

Maud Booth, Edith New , Nora Lickis, Josephine Bowles, May Knight,

Mabel Brookes, Dorothy Smyth . Two ladies from the Postal Order

Branch acted in the last piece, Miss Elsie Harman and Miss Maud

Robertson . Over £29 was realised by the performance which was in

aid of King's College Hospital. We unhesitatingly withdraw, or at

least apologise for, the charges which we made in past issues.

MR:
R. HENRY HIGGS, late of the Secretary's Office, contributes

the article “ Po Office ” to th new volumes of the

Encyclopædia Britannica. Sir George Murray deals with “ Income

Tax " and Stamp Revenue, ” and Sir Robert Hunter with

“ Commons ” ; an old Savings Bank man , Mr. Charles Dibdin , writes

the article “ Lifeboat."

66

FOR
OR many years the Savings Bank Department enjoyed a

reputation for its good fellowship, its good dinners and its

appreciation of the good things of this life. Its loyalty to the Crown ,

too, was always above suspicion . We are afraid the Department has

fallen on dark and evil days. In the account of a Savings Bank

Dinner, which appeared in the Civilian of the 6th December, we

read,““ After the craving of the inner man had been satisfied and the

toast of the King proposed, the company settled down to a very

enjoyable evening." The dinner and “ the King," it will be observed ,

had to be disposed of before anything like enjoyment was attained .

Poor depressed Savings Bank ! What is the matter ?

A
CERTAIN sub -postmistress, in sending in her annual report,

was called upon to answer the following question :- “ Are you

satisfied from personal observation from time to time that the rule

requiring the public to affix stamps to forwarded telegrams is strictly

observed , and that the stamps are cancelled before the messages are

sent to the Instrument Room " ? The sub -postmistress saw an

opportunity and she took it . Answer— “ Yes, quite ; except on one

occasion when Lord Londonderry sent a telegram , for whom the

stamps were affixed by the counter-assistant.” Happy counter

assistant ! But it is the usual irony of life that it is not he or she

who expects promotion, but the sub -postmistress !
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Promotions.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

S.O.

.
.
.

:
:
:

92

.
.
.

9 )

.

:
:
:
:

Dimock, R. W ... Clk ., 3rd Cl . , Supply S.O . , '82 ; Asst. Clk . , '93
Est.

Canning, J. J. ... 1882 ; Asst.Clk .,S.O .,'94

Bennett, W. 1882 ; Asst.Clk ., S.O .,'96

Pidduck, E. Clk. , 2nd Div. , S.B. , '99

Rowden , J. J.C. Reg . Asst., 2nd ci. Tel . , C.T.O., '98

Conboy, G. J. D. Sr. , Cir . Off ., '97

Beviss, J. E. S.C. & T., Crewkerne,'98

Birchenall, E. A. Sr., Cir . Off., '95 ; Tel .,

C.T.O. , '98

Harborne,T. C.C. & T. , W.C. , '92

Allan, A. H. C.C. & T.,W .,'95; E.C. ,

'96

Hambridge, J.w. Boy Clk ., S.B. , '94; Asst.

Clk ., '97

Lloyd, D. E. Sr. , Cir. Off ., '97

Brolly, J. A. S.C. & T. , Glasgow , '97

Greenfield , J. Sr. , Cir. Off., '98

Morton , N. S.C. & T. , Glasgow , '98

Owen , W .... S.C. & T. , Llanelly , '95 ;

Dowlais, ' oi

Civil , J. E. Sr. , Cir . Off ., '97

Dear, H. Sr. , Cir. Of ., '96

Warren , E. F .... Tel . , C.T.O. , '99

Swayne, F. T .... Asst. Acct. Gen. M.O.O. , '67 ; R.A.G.O.,

972 ; Prin . Clk . , '88 ;

Acct.,'92; Cashier,'oo ;

Prin.Bk.- pr.,& c.,'oo;

Ch . Exr. , 'oi

Compton, R. W. Exr. 1872 ; Hr . Gr. , '93

Slater, G .... Clk. , 2nd Div. , Hr. 1886

Gr.

Hunter, W. G .... 1887

P.O.B. Miss M.E. S. cik ., 1892

Dove

Trenam , E. Contr . M.T.Co .,'62; P.O.,Leeds,

70 ; Ch . Super. , Tels.,

M'ter . , '92 ; Traffic

Manager, S.O. , '00 ;

Deputy Contr .,C.T.O .,

'or

Eames, J. W. Deputy Contr. E.T.Co. , '56 ; P.O. , '70 ;

Asst . Cont. '89

Whight, w. Asst. Contr ., Hr.Gr. E.T.Co., '59 ; P.O. , '70;

Asst. Cont., Lr.Gr.,' 99

Maclachlan , J.M. 1870 ; Super . , '87 ; Asst.

Cont . , Lr . Gr., 'or

A.G.D.

Ist CI .

C.T.O.

...

*
*
*
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OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENTS . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

C.T.O.

92

.
.

.
.
.

2nd Ci.

'OI

E. in c.0 .

.
.
.

Gould , W. G. Asst. Contr ., Lr. Gr. E.T.Co .,'59 ; P.O .,'70 ;

Super ., '89

Morgan , C. A .... E.T.Co.,' 57 ; P.O .,'70 ;

Super ., '94

Broughton, H. J. Over . & Senr . Tel.. 1878

Miss S. Lewis Asst . Super. S.C. & T., Stockton -on

( Teleph. ), ist CI. Tees, '82

E. Pratt Nat . Tel . Co. , '80 ; P.O. ,

M'ter ,'97; Asst.Super.

( Telephones) , M'ter,'o2

C. Christie .. Nat . Tel. Co .,'83 ; P.O. ,

'96 ; Asst. Super .,

L’pool, ’o2

A. E. Cox... Tel., C.T.O., '94

B. G. Young Nat. Tel.Co. , '96 ; P.O. ,

North , H .... Clk ., 2nd Cl .... Tel., C.T.O., '78 ; Clk . ,

3rd Cl . , '98

Freeman , S. M ... 3rd Cl .... Tel., C.T.O., '95 ; 2nd

Cl . Exr ., T.S.D., '98

Hardham , H. A. Tel ., C.T.O., '93 ; Jr.

CIk ., P.S.D. , 'on

Bell , G. W. S.C. & T., Kendal, '96 ;

Reg .- Asst., 'or ; 2nd

CI . Exr ., T.S.D., ' oi

Matthews, W. H. Tel., C.T.O., '97 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O., '02

Robertson , A. J. Tel., C.T.O., '94 ; 2nd

CI . Exr. , T.S.D., 'OI

Comport, G. H. Engr., Ist Cl . 1883 ; Jr.Clk .,E.inC.O .,

( Jr. ) '87 ; Draughtsman &
Shorthand Writer, '92 ;

Engr ., 2nd Cl . , '94

Jarvis, P. ... Tel., M'ter, '79 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in Co. , '82 ; Sen.

Cik ., ’90 ; Engr., 2nd

Cl., '95

Youngs, C. J. ... S.C. & T., '81 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in Co. , '85 ; Sen.

Clk . , '93 ; Engr ., 2nd

Cl., '95

Chapman, C. 11. Tel., C.T.O., '82 ; Sub .

Engr ., '92 ; Engr., 2nd

CI., '96

Langley, J. T .... 2nd Cl . 1883 ; Foreman , '92

Jones, T. 1 . Sub -Engr. Lineman , '96

Morgan , J. A. ... S.C. & T., Bristol, '89 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in Co. , 'oo

Nunn, R. J. Lineman , '00

Addey, F .... Jr. Cik . (London)... Tel.,C.T.O.,'99
Luxford, A. E .... C.C. & T., E., '92 ; W. ,

Linsell, F. A. C.C. & T., W.C. , '95

Gamgee , A. Tel., C.T.O., '95

Pither, L. 1 ) . Tel., C.T.O., '94

Mizen , W. H. Tel., C.T.O., '91

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

99

99

92

99

:
:
: 99
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OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

99

99 99

9

9

:
:

99

:
:

:
:
:
:

E. in c.0. Dean , W. H. Jr. Clk. (London )... C.C. & T. , S.W. , '95 ;

N. , '97

Deane, W. Tel., C.T.O. , '97

Paddon, R. C ... Tel., C.T.O. , '92

Bowyer, G. Tel., C.T.O., '97

French , J. J. C.C. & T., W., '92

Henderson , Tel., C.T.O., '94

G. F. H.

Impett, C. W. Tel., C.T.O., '95

De Coster, F. J .. Tel., C.T.O., '95

Emmett, H. H ... Tel ., C.T.O. , '94

Barrett, C. H ... Tel., C.T.O., '94

Paine, F. J. C.C. & T., S.W., '95 ;

N. , '96

Careless, E. D .... ( Prov .) C.C. & T., W. , '90

Crockett, E. E ... S.C. & T., B'ham , '93

L.P.S. , Conti's Mullens,'J. F.... Mail Bag Apparatus 1879 ; Sr.,'82;Over., 90
OA. Exr . , 2nd CI .

Davis, H. D. W. Clk . , 3rd Ci .... Tel ., C.1,0 ., '98 ; Clk . ,

R.L.O. , 'o2

Cir . Off.' Turner, J. G. ...' Asst. Super. ... 1873 ; Sr. , '76 ; Clk . , Cir.

Of. , '91 ; 2nd Cl . Clk . ,

'97

Shaw , A. E. Over. 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Padu ... Roberts, J. A. Insp . 1870 ; Over., '87

S.W. Holland , F. D.... Over . & Sen. Tel.... 1881

Champ , G. 1872 ; C.C. & T., ’79

E.C. ... Chapple, J ; 1876

S.E. Prince, A. W. Over . 1882 ; Sr. , '83

N. 1880 ; Hd . Pn . , '94

W.C. Maskell, D. 1883 ; Sr. , '85

S.W. Francis, J. R. 1873 ; Lobby Offr., '92

Nor . ... ' Burree, R.... 1878 ; Asst. Hd. Pn . ,

'94 ; Hd. Pn . , '97

W.C.... Cann, A. J. 1874

S.W ... Tucker , C. E. 1870 ; Asst. Hd. Pn .,

93 ; Hd . Pn ., '98

X. Nicholson , W. E. 1883 ; Sr. , '90

Adams, W. 1875 ; Asst . Hd . Pn .,

92 ; Hd. Pn ., '98

Rogers, A. H. ... 1800 ; Asst. Hd. Pn . ,

'92 ; Hd . Pn . , '98

S.W. Melluish , c. 1876 ; Asst. Hd. Pn .,

'93 ; Hd . Pn . , '98

Neave, S .... 1876 ; Hd . Pn . , '91

Padd. . Smith , H. W. ... 1880 ; Sr. , '84

Nor . ... Stuchbury, T. A. 1879 ; Asst. Hd . Pn .,

'97 ; Hd . Pn . , 'or

W.C..... Mrs. M. A. Smith ' Super ., Cl . II . L.P.T. Co., '69 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Super., '88 ; C.

III ., '98

Miss E. Bridge ... C1. III . 1872 ; Super . , Cl . I \ ' . , '98

A. M. 1873 ; Super., CI . IV. , '98

Hargreaves

N. M. A. CI. IT ' . 1882

Cropley

... White, J. D.

99

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

E.

.
.
.

S.W ....

99

9
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OFFICE . VAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

M.0.0 .

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

:
:
:

R.L.O.

.
.
.

S.B.D.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Welchman , Prin . Cik . 1867 ; Ist Cl . , '91 ; Asst.

C. W. F. Prin . Clk . , '98

Miss M. M. Asst. Super. ... C.H.B. , '84 ; Ist Cl . ,

Billing M.O.O. , '98 ; Prin .

Clk . , '00

M. C. Prin . Clk . Tel . , C.T.O. , '84 ; Clk . ,

Hutchinson C.H.B., '86 ; M.0.0 .,

F. S. '98 ; Ist Cl . , '99

Kendrick Clk . , ist Cl. C.H.B. , '92;M.O.O.,'98

M. Milledge S.B. , '91 ; M.0.0 . , '98

V. Bickerton S.B. , '93 ; M.0.0 ., '98

Green , W. G. Exr . , Ist Ci.... Boy Clk. , S.B., '86 ; Clk .,

2nd Div ., R.A.G.O. ,

'90 ; Clk . , R.L.O. , '92 ;

Exr . , 2nd Cl . , '96

Crawford , R. W. 2nd Cl .... Clk . , 2nd Div .,M.O.O.,

'93 ; Cik . , R.L.O. , '96

Williams, J. Sub-Cont . 1866 : Asst. Prin . Clk . ,

'92 ; Prin . Cik . , '93

Grene, R. G. Prin , Clk . 1867 ; Ist Cl., '92 ; Asst .

Prin . Clk . , '95

Palmer, J. C. 1868 ; Ist Cl . , `92 ; Asst .

Prin . Clk . , 97.

Dudley, R. Asst. Prin . Cik . 1873 ; Hr . Gr . , '91 ; Ist

Cl . , '97

Pelham , J. 1872 ; Hr . Gr . , '90 ; ist

Cl . , '98

Young, A. J. Clk . , Ist CI . 1873 ; Hr . Gr . , '94

Bassett, G.F. 1873 ; Hr. Gr., '94

Hulse, G. E. Cik” , 2nd Div. , Hr . A.G., Dub.,'82;S.B .,'82

Gr .

Boyle, C. R. 1882

Ganson, H. 1883

Miss E.M.Butters Clk., ist . Cl . 1890

M. G. 1890

Johnston

M. Ridges 1890

Laithwaite, J. G. Asst. Sur., 2nd Cl . Cik . , 2nd Div ., S.B.,'87 ;

A.O. , Dub. , '91

Wright , J. Sur . Trav . Clk . S.C. & T. , Bristol , '88

.
.

>

.
.
.

>

92

S.B.1) . ...

Sur. Dept.

PROVINCES–ENGLAND & WALES.

Bournemouth ... Childs, W. H. ... Super. ( P. ) ... 1877 ; Clk . , 85 ; Asst .

Super. ( P. ) , '91

Bradford Clayton , C. Asst. Super. (T. ) ... 1871 ; Clk ., '98

Allcock , H. ... Clk . ( T.) Magnetic Tel. Co. , '64 ;

P.O. , '70

Miss L. Bland . Asst. Super. Nat . Tel. Co., '88 ; P.O.,

( Telephones) '96
Bristol ... Brice , C. W. Asst. Super . (T. ) 1872 ; Clk . , '97

Healls , F. W. Clk. (T. ) 1875

Buxton ... Hulme, V. W. Clk . S. C. & T., Macclesfield ,

'89 ; Buxton , 'oi

Chesterfield Borman , A. 1891

...
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OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

:
:

..

..

81 ;

Croydon Wright, F. E. Clk . 1885

Dover ... Spain , E. C. Asst. Super. Sub . Tel. Co .,.'74 ; P.O. ,

'89 ; Clk . , Dover , '91

Tomlin , H. N ... Cik . 1886

Ely Pryke, E. E. S.C. & T. , Newmarket ,

'85

Enfield Wootton , T. W. 1887

Exeter ... Callaway, G. ... Super. U.K. Tel . Co . , '65 ; P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Super., '91

Hendy, H. Clk. ( P. ) 1882

Hereford Philpott, G. H. Cik . 1890

Hull George, H. Asst . Super. ( P. ) 1880 ; Clk . , '95

Simpkins, F.J.C. Cik . 1885

Kings Lynn Ritchie, A. 1887

Kingston -on- Cross, H. S. C. & T., Chelmsford,

Thames Kingston - on

Thames, '90

Liverpool Laver, R. H. Clk . ( T.) 1880

Miss F. E. Burt ... Asst. Super . Nat . Tel. Co., '92 ; P.O.,

( Telephones) '97
Manchester Miss A. G. Scotti Nat. Tel.Co. , '92 ; P.O. ,

'97

Middlesbro ' Rivers , R. W .... Ch . Clk . S.C. & T. , Bishop Auck

land , '72 ; Clk . , '91 ;

Asst . Super . ( T.), Sun

derland , '92 ; Super .,

Middlesbro ', '00

Williams, R.W. Super. 1871 ; Clk . , '97 ; Asst .

Super . , '99

Morpeth Daglish, J. A. ... Clk . 1891

Norwich Miss E.White ... Asst . Super . S. C. & T. , Harleston ,

'92 ; Norwich , '96

Penzance Andrews, S. T. Ch . Cik . 1885 ; Clk . , '91 ; Asst .

Super., 'oi

Short , E. J. V. A. Asst. Super . 1887 ; Clk ., 91

Champion, T. T. Cik . 1887

Plymouth Easlick , H.J. ... Asst. Super. (P.) 1875 ; Clk ., '97

Miss E. M.Martin Asst . Super. 1890

Preston Beardwood , J.... Cik . 1881

Salisbury Rousell, W. J .... Asst . Super. 1881 ; Clk . , '93

Fleming, W.H. Cik . 1892

Sheffield Gilligan, W. J.... Clk. ( P. )
1886

Swindon Goodman, W. H. Cik . 1885

Tunbridge Wells Richardson , D. Asst . Super. 1887 ; Insp . of Postn .,

'93 ; Cik. , '98

Weybridge Martin , S. E. Clk . 1890

Wigan ... Singleton , G. H. Asst . Supt .... 1879 ; Clk . , '99

Cartwright, J. I'A CIk . 1882

w olbridge Tyzack, A. E. Clk . S.C. & T. , Bury St.

Edmunds, '82

Worcester Browning, E. A. Cik . ( P. ) 1887

Workington McMath, T. First Clk . 1890

York ... Dudley, A. Super . ( P. ) 1877 ; Clk . , '91 ; Asst.

Super . , '95

Smith , G. C. Asst . Super. ( P.) 1882 ; Clk ., '98

Hurworth , F. Clk . ( P. ) 1883

:
:

:
:

:
:

:

...
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IRELAND.

OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Dublin, A.O .... Miss B. Nolan ... Clk . , Ist Cl . S.B. , '81 ; A.O. , Dub .,

'86

Stg . Off. Murphy, P. J. Asst. Super., 2nd Cl. 1889 ; Clk . , '97

Moore , W' . B. Cik . ( P.) 1877

Cole, L.... ... Cik . 1881

Arbroath

Crieff ...

Dundee

Dunfermline

SCOTLAND.

Wilson , D. A. ... ' Clk . ... 1880

Roy, T .... 1890

Bell, J. Super. ( T.) E.T. Co., '67 ; P.O . , ' 70 ;

Dundee ,'73 ; Clk .,'88 ;

Asst . Super. ( T.), '91

Macmaster, J. Ch Clk . 889 ; Clk . , '92

Simpson, J. Clk . ... 1889

Livingston, J. Asst. Super. , ist Cl . 1870 ; Cik . , '90 ; Asst .

(T. ) Super ., 2nd Cl . , '96

Taylor, W. Asst. Super ., 2nd Cl . 1876 ; Cik . , '97

( T.)

Denny, G. Clk . ( T.) 1880

Miss M. A.

McInnes Asst . Super . 1874

A. C. Bond 1874

E. M. Hall 1877

Glasgow
1

9

9
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1

Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

..

1

99

May, E.

'66 ;39

S.O. Hall, C. G. Prin . Cik . 1866 ; Prin . Clk . , '94

Salmond, G. E. Clk ., ist Cl. S.B., '68 ; S.O., '76 ;

Clk . , 1st Cl., '93

Langton , F. A. R. Staff Ofir. S.B., '65 ; S.O., '66 ;

Staff Offr . , '94

Wheeler, J. G ... Regy. Assist., 2ndci. 1865 ; Sr. , '66 ; Asst .,

M.L.B., '69 ; Regy:

Asst. '84

... Collins, J. F. 1878 ; Sr. , '79 ; Asst .,

M.L.B., '79 ; Regy.

Asst . , '84

A.G.D. ... ... Scott, W. ... Exr. E.T. Co, '61 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; R.A.G.O. , ° 76 ;

Exr. , '92

Miss L. A. Benger Clk ., Ist Cl . 1884 ; ist Cl . , '97

c.r.o. Contr . E.T. Co., ° 52 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Deputy Contr.,

'89 ; Cont ., '98

Russell, J .... Asst . Contr. E.T. Co., '56 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst . Cont ., '94

Brand , A. E. Over. & Sen. Tel. | 1877 ; ( ) . & S.T., '02

Tipper, T. Tel. 1880

Benson , J. Sligo, '02 ; C.T.O., '97

Miss E. Robinson Asst. Super U.K.T. Co.,

G.P.O., ? 70 ; Asst.

Super., '90

E. T. Beck... E.T. Co. , 70 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Super ., '93

J. Souter 1870 ; Asst. Super., °96

S. S. Bechley/ Tel . 1870

M. M. A. 1870

Cubitt

M. A. E. 1880

Byrne

C. E. Lorkin 1884

M. H. 1889

Murphy

J. Bowman 1899

, Super. 1866 ; Wtg . CIk . , N.P.B. ,

'80 ; Asst. Super . , '88 ;

Super ., '97

Smith, B. Asst. Super. 1866 ; Asst. Super., '92

Atkins, W. W. Insp. 1860 : Over ., '71 ; Insp .,

90

Hawker, H. 1863 ; Over . , '75 ; Inspr . ,

'90

Jarman , H. Over. 1865

Weaver , G. Sr. 1865

Murphy, M. F. 1882

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

99

:
:
:

99

.

:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.

99

:
:

9

.

.
.
.

91

• Awarded a Gratuity.

H *
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OFFICE . VAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

99

ور

...

W.وو

L.P.S. , C.O. ... Sinfield , C. Sr. 1887 ; Sr. , '92

*Cullinan , N. 1897

Kenny, A. E. 1901

E.C. Wallis, J. ... ľnsp.in Ch’rge(Upr. E.T. Co., '54 ; G.P.O. ,
Secn .) '70 ; Insp. in Ch . , '81 ;

Upr . Secn . , '91
Nord . . Chester, J. C. Over. 1866 ; Hd. Pn . , ' So ;

Over ., ' So

N. Crowfoot , w. 1872 ; Sr. , 75 ; Wtg.

Asst., '83 ; Over. , '86

Padd . .. Smith , C. W. 1865 ; Lobby Offr ., '88 ;

Over. , '94

S.W .... Lowther, J. W ... 1874 ; Hd . Pn . , '89 ;

Over. , '98

Noel, G. Sr. ... 1888

Miss E.W.Genery Super., Cl . III . 1871 ; Super. , CI . IV . ,

'93 ; CI. III., '98

S.W.... E.A. Reader L.P.T. Co., '67 ; Super . ,

CI . III . , '98

N.W... A. M. Little C.C. & T. 1882

S.E. M. E. Cort.. 1896

R.Ľ.o. Reid , P. H. Exr., ist ci.... C.D. , '61 ; R.L.O. , '67 ;

C.D., '68 ; R.L.O.,

'70 ; Exr . , Ist Cl . , '92

Miss A.F.Pearson Retr . 1884

E. Rose C.C. & T. , L.P.S. , '89 :

S.C.& T. , Portsmouth ,

'99 ; Retr.,R.L.O .,'oo
S.B.D. Carlyle , H. E. ... Sub -Contr . 1862; 3rd Cl., '63 ; Prin .

Clk ., '84 ; Sub. Cont.,

.
.
.

'93

.
.
.

Gordon , A. F .... Clk . , 2nd Div. (Hr. A.O., Edin ., 63 ; S.B.,

Gr. ) '66 ; Hr. Gr.,

Wolstencroft, R .. 1866 ; Hr . Gr . , '90

* MissL.M.Willett Clk.; 2nd ci .. ” . Girl Clk . , '97 ; Clk . , '98

90

PROVINCES-ENGLAND and WALES.

Ambleside MissA.H.Graham S.C. & T. 1893

Ba or , Beau M , E. Jones. 1901

maris, R.S.O.

Beckenham Carey , J. H. Pmr. Staplehurst, '60 ; Tun .

bridge Wells, '68 ; Ch .

Clk .,'87;Pmr.,Becken

ham, '93

Bewdley * Miss L. C. Brown S.C. & T. 1893

Bradford ... Sudell,w. T. ... Asst. Supt. ( T.) Mag. Tel.Co.,'60 ; P.O.,

70 ; Clk. , '86 ; Asst .

Supt . , '91

Brentford Read , A. R. I'mr. 1871 : Sr. , Cir . Off., '72 ;

Pmr., Brentford , '97
Brighton ... Bennett, H. Ch . Clk .... 1867 : Supt . , '86 ; Ch .

Cik ., '94

* Awarded a Gratuity .
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OFFICE . WAME . APPOINTMENT .

Bristol • Morgan , J. H .... S.C. & T.

Cardiff

Halifax

Harrow

Hastings ...

King's Lynn

Liverpool

Bydder, M. L....

MissA.Greenwood

H. A. Tillett

" Mitchell, A.
Smith, W. E. Clk .

Jackson, J. V. ...

Burgess, T.

* Wilkinson , R. ...

Collings, E. J.

Miss E. Brierley . Super.

Marshall, G. Pmr.

s.C. & T.

99Manchester

Midhurst ...

S.C. & T.Normanton

Plymouth

Romford ...

.

Lenox , R.

Pile , G.

Miss J. M.

Ewington

IRELAND

Dublin Cik. ( P. )

S.C. & T.

Ribton , R. II .

Fagan , R ....

Kyle, D. C.

Coen , J.Abbeyleix: Pmr?

1

Belfast Church , J. Clk . ( T.)

Drogheda McCleery, H.

Edgeworthst’wn Muir, J.

Limerick ... Dowey, T.

S.C. & T.

Pmr.

9

Acres , H. t . S.C. & T.

SCOTLAND .

Edinburgh McFarlane, J. ... Cik .

Morris, J. H. S.C. & T.

Kirkpatrick ,W.R.

PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Sr. , Cir . Of. , '95 ; S.C.

& T., Bristol, 'oi

1898

1888

1899

1894

1874 ; Cik :; '99

1867 ; Clk . , '86

1886

1900

1875

1875

S.C. & T. , Leeds, '70 ;

Pmr., Midhurst, 'or

1867 ; Sr. , '75

1878

1891

1871 ; Clk . , '91

1860 ; Sr. , '73

1875

S.C. & T., Galway, '86 ;

Tel., C.T.O., '91 ;

Pmr . , Abbeyleix , 'oo

Mag . Tel.Co., 69 ; P.O.,

70 ; Clk . , '91

1879

1876

U.K.T. Co., '65 ; P.O.,

Newcastle - on - Tyne,

70 ; Dub ., '81 ; Supt.,

Dublin , '91 ; Pmr.,

Limerick , '92

Roscrea, '86 ; Limerick ,

'o2

1869 ; Cik . , '91

1885

1874Glasgow

Awarded a Gratuity.
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Deaths.

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOI'S SERVICE .

9

S.O. Toothill, H. Super. for Tel. Busi- Tel., C.T.O ., '70 ; Super .,
ness at Race Meel. Sheffield , '83 ; Asst.

ings, &c . Super. for Tel. Busi

ness , &c . , S.O. , '86 ;

Super., 'oi

C.T.O. Gibson, T. Isst. Super., 2nd Cl. E.T.Co.,'68 ; P.O. , '70;

Asst . Super., '94

Strong , R. 1871 ; Asst. Super ., '97

Crofts, F. Tel. Sub . Tel. Co.; P.O., '89

LÉS., CO . Butcher, W.E. Sr. 1870 ; Sr. , 71

Alder, J. R. W. 1888

Pearce, G. J.
**

1892

Milroy, D. 1893 ; Sr. , '95

Crawley, H. 1899 ; Sr. , ' oo

E. Langmead, 0 . Over. 1868 ; Over ., '95

W.C. Skinner, II . T .... 1870 ; Over ., '96

S.N. Rose, G. Sr ?? 1892

W.C. Harris , O. T. 1902

M. ) . ). Beach , T. J. L'aper-keeper & Sr. 1870 ; M.0.0 ., 71

R.L.O. Ivory, T. J. Asst. 1876

Stores Dept. Parsons, T. R. ... 2nd Ci. Ësr. ". Tel., C.T.O., '98 ; 2nd

( 1. Exr. , Stores Dept.,

'oo

Birmingham Hides, H. ... Asst . Super., Ist Cl. E.T. Co., '56 ; P.O., '70 ;

1 Ast. Super ., 2nd Cl . ,

'90 ; 13t Cl., '94
Bradford ... Firth , C. S.C. & T. 1880

Miss L. A. Hook 1894

Eacles Wood, J. W. . 1895

Haverfordwest Matthias, J. 1838 ; S.C. & T., '90

Malvern Lane, F. T. 1899

Manchester Kelland , A. J.
1896

March Robson, Eliz. Pms. S.C. & T., Hexham , '89 ;

I'ms., March , '97

Shipston -on- Miss C. Goss S.C. & T.
1900

Stour

St. Helens Robinson , C. 11. 1891

Wells Vowles, E. W. 1896

Woking Chellew , P. H ....! 1896

Wolverhampton Cope, J.

99

E.T. Co., '67 ; P.O., '70

York Slater , J. Super. ( P.) 1871 ; Asst . Super ., '91 ;

Super ., '95

Dublin Deverill, W. H. S.C. & T. 1890

Cork Clifford , J .... Clk . 1885 ; (lk . , '00

Helensburgh Campbell,G. S.C. & T. 1893

Paisley Rorrison , W. S.C. & T. 1896

* Diel while serving with the colours in South Africa.
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE. NAME . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Accrington

Axminster

Bilstun

Bracknell

Brentford

Bury St. Edmunds

19

Camborne

Chertsey

Crediton

Crewkerne

Dartmouth

Diss

Havant

Holsworthy.

Hvthe ...

Jarrow ...

Lymington ....

Hoare, B. Cik . , Kingston -on - Thames; Ch . Clk .;

Pmr . , Galashiels

Robins, J. D. S.C. & T., Swindon ; Clk .

Dallas, J. Stg. Clk . , Inverness ; (lk . , Asst.

Super. (P.)

Bartlett , J. G. S.C. & T. , Exeter ; Pmr., Honiton

Harris, B. M. Stg . Clk . , Oxford ; Clk . , Coventry ;

Asst.Super.; Super . ( P. ) , Shrews.

bury

... Holloway, F. U.K.T. Co., P.O., Leamington ;

Edinburgh ; Asst. Super., Pmr. ,

Leith

Tyler, W.S. ... Ch . Steward “ Monarch "

Brown, John ... S.C. & T., Fraserburgh ; Kirkwall ;

Pmr . , Selkirk

Wise , A. S'th’mptn ; S.C. & T., Kingston -on

Thames ; Clk .

Fielding, D. ... Stg . Clk . , Bolton ; Clk . ; Pmr.,

Gillingham

Read , H. Clk . , Dover ; Asst. Super .

Grigg , F. E. S.C. & T. , Ply’mth ; Pmr., Esher ;

Pmr., Sidmouth

Whittle , H. Blackburn ; Tel., Preston ; Clk .

Cooper, H. C. Tel., C.T.O.

Wood, J. W.... Tel., C.T.O., Over. & Sen. Tel.

Paton , T. W. S.C. & T. , N. Shields ; Cik . , Ch.

Clk ., Pmr., Bracknell

Cheesman , J. R. S.C. & T., Canterbury ; Ch . Clk .,

Margate

Price , T. W. ... E.T. Co. , Clk . , Bristol ; Asst . Super . ,

2nd Cl . ( T.)

Andrew , T. R. S.C. & T., Darlington

Bradley, G. H. S.C. & T., Newport (Salop )

Thomas, W. H. Weston -super-Mare ; S.C. & T.,

Truro ; Clk . , Pmr., Camborne

Wright, C. W. Sr. , L.P.S., Over.

Morgan, s . M.T. Co., S.C. & T., Wolverhapton ;

Clk . , Super. ( T.), Ch . Cik .

McGeown , J. S.C. & T., Belfast

Yardley, H. F. Pn . , L.P.S. ; Lobby Off.

Learmont, J. R. Sr., Edinburgh : Pmr., Crieff ; Pmr.,

Dunfermline ; Pmr., Bury St.

Edmunds

... Fotheringham , J. ... Stg . Cik . , Glasgow ; Clk ., Asst .

Super. (P.)

Mitchell, J. Falkirk ; Cik ., Dumfries ; Ch . Cik . ,

Pmr., Rothesay

Duncan , G. A. U.K.T. Co., Cik . , Dundee ; Asst .

Super ., Super.

Reid , R. Stg . Cik . , Inverness ; Clk. , Ch . Clk . ,

Pmr., Llanelly

.
.
.

Marlboro

.
.
.

.
.
.

Midhurst

Sandbach

Saxmundham

...Sidmouth

Sutton ...

Banbridge

Newbridge

Ayr

Helensburgh

.
.
.

Kirkcaldy

Rothesay

Stirling



Sf. Marfin's - le - Grand.

HIS Magazine is unofficial. It is published quarterly , during

THthe first week of January, April, July,and October, and is sent

free to subscribers all over the world at three shillings per annum,

payable in advance. It will save trouble and expense to themanage

ment if local agents are willing to receive and distribute copies to the

subscribers in their respective districts , but if it is specially desired

copies will be posted separately to the subscriber's address.

All remittances should be addressed to the Hon. Treasurer ,

Mr. A. F. KING , c/o Messrs. GRIFFITH & Sons LD . , PRUJEAN

SQUARE, OLD BAILEY, E.C. Cheques and Postal Orders should be

made payable to him , and should be crossed “ London and Midland

Bank, Newgate Street, E.C.”

The thirteenth volume begins with the number for January , 1903

( No. 49) , and ends with the October number. Copies of Nos. 25,26 ,

27 , 28 , 29, 30, 31 , 32 , 33 , 34 , 35 , 36, 37, 38 , 39 , 40 , 41 , 43 , 45 , 46 ,

47 , and 48 can be obtained by subscribers at 9d . each. Nos. 21, 22,

23 , 24, 42 , and 44 are out of print . Vols. VI., VII. , VIII . , IX. ,

X., XI., and XII. , bound in red cloth , 5 /- each .
Our readers at home and abroad are reminded that this is an

amateur Magazine, and that if it is to fulfil its purpose and maintain

its interest, they must help us by sending articles for publication ,

newspaper cuttings, drawings, photographs, notices of events, &c. ,

either to the Hon. Editor,

EDWARD BENNETT, c/o Messrs. GRIFFITH & Sons LD. ,

PRUJEAN SQUARE,

SHERWIN ENGALL, OLD BAILEY, E.C.

Should any Subscriber fail to receive his copy in due course, he

should at once communicate with Mr. ENGALL.

or to

Covers for Binding Vol. XII. - Applications, together with

a remittance of one shilling for each cover required, should be made

to Mr. A. F. King.

S. d . S. d

272 11

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT of the “ St. Martin's-le -Grand "

Magazine for the year 1902.

Receipts . Payments.
£ £

Balance from 1901 12 5 10 Printing, &c . 8

Subscriptions, &c . 427 15 3 Engraver 44 6 6

Advertisements 32 8 1 Artists 6

Assistance 58 7 6

Postage, Packing, dic. 5

Contributors' Dinner 18 3

Sundries ... 9 8

Balance in hand

9 lo

58

1

9 11 3

£ 472 10 o

£472 100

A. F. KING , Hon . Treasurer.

EDWARD BENNETT, Hon . Editor.22nd Dec., 1992.
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HIGHER CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS.

Special Tuition for the Above, Privately , in Class, and

by Correspondence, at

24 , CHANCERY LANE, W.C.,
!

BY

Messrs. J. GIBSON (First Class Camb. )

AND

C. LOLY ( First Class Lond. U. )

Assisted by a Large Staff of University Graduates and others .

Resident Pupils are received at Upper Norwood.

RECENT SUCCESSES INCLUDE :-India Civil Service - T . C. Hodson , 27th

( First Trial); C. F. Payne, 45th (First Trial) ; 0. D. Skelton (First Trial).

Home Civil Service, Class 1.-R. Court (First Trial). India Police - A. F. R.

Begbie, FIRST ; H. C. Daniel, 8th (First Trial) ; J. B. Jenkins,9th. India IVoods

and Forests-D. Barry, Proxime- Accessit, Student Interpreters ( China , Japan ,

and Siam )-W. P. Thomas, FIRST ( First Trial) ; G. Pearson, FIFTH (First

Trial) : December, 1900, A.G.Major, SECOND ; W. B. Fletcher, 7th ; 11. Horne,

SEVENTH ; also oth ,rith, 15th, 16th, 19th . and 23rd places in April, 1899,

Examination (i ... , 6 out of 7 pupils sent up in First Half of the List), including

FIRST Place in Latin , SECOND in Latin , FIRST in Arithmetic, SECOND

in German , SECOND in Geography ; Turkey and the Levant - E . G. Lomas,

FIRST (First Trial); A. B. Geary, SECOND (First Trial); G. Toulmin ,
THIRD ( First Trial) ; E. M. Toulmin, FIFTH ( First Trial) ; FIRST in Latin ,

FIRST in Greek , FIRST in English Composition ; also FIRST Place -in Navy
Medical Examination . West Indies Consular Service - H . A. Ramsden ( First

Trial). Supreme Court of Judicature - S. Geary (First Trial). Legacy Duty

E. T. Dixon, FIRST (First Trial); E. T. Hopkins,SECOND (First Trial);

B. Isherwood, THIRD , E. M. Miller, FIFTH (First Trial) ; G. D. Crowther ,

SIXTH ( First Trial) ; H. P. C. Skingsley, 7th ( First Trial) ; C.O. Vernède, 7th

( First Trial); C. H.C. Watson , 14th (First Trial) ; J. B. Birch , 5th ( First Trial ) ;

C. W. Tytheridge, 14th (First Trial). Assistant Surveyor of Taxes -- J. E. Long,

gth place; T. Hayes, 13th place (First Trial ) ; W. Coman (Correspondence

Pupil) ; R. E. Brierley (First Trial). Admiralty (Supply and Accountancy)

J. T. Hewetson, 9th . Student Interpreters (Turkey and Levant), October,

1901 - E. G. Lomas, FIRST (First Trial) ; A. B. Geary, SECOND) ( First

Trial). Also_4th and 6th Places in the same examination . Second Division.

A. W. Gaze (First Trial) ; W. Nops ( First Trial).

The “ State Correspondent” ( 2d. Monthly) gives up - to-date

particulars of all Appointments. ONE GUINEA Prize offered in

each Number.

*.* In January andJuly of cach year a Special Prize of FIVE

GULVEAS is offered for competition .
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and always alike in quality . A perfect Beverage for all Seasons

of the year. Pure, reliable, economical.
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"The standard of highest purity ." - The Lancet.
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ST. MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND

APRIL, 1903 .

Christ's Hospital.

T is a great honour to a mere outsider to be allowed

to contribute to the pages of St. Martin's-le-Grand .

Perhaps, however, some of its readers may be kind

enough to recognise that the Vicar of Christ Church

is something less than an outsider after all . As quarter-days come

round he remembers that he has certain associations with the

Department which are quite pleasing. As he looks round his large

church on Sunday mornings, and wishes that there might be two or

three more people gathered together, he hopes for a few minutes that

a Clerk in Waiting will appear to occupy one of the hundreds of pews

that are still reserved for him in virtue of an old tradition , now very

much honoured in the breach by the Clerks in Waiting. The

Post Office, in fact, is rapidly swamping his two parishes. The old

building occupies the greater portion of his rectorial parish of

St. Leonard Foster, which was formerly an appanage of the monks

of St. Martin's -le -Grand, and has passed, with other such appanages,

to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster. The new buildings west

of the street are almost entirely in his vicarial parish of Christ Church,

and the vicarage, to his great satisfaction , marches with the Depart

ment's premises, while that generous indulgence in illumination

which every self-respecting Government office practises by night and

by day involves a pleasing reduction in the vicarial bills for electric

light .

But , putting the writer on one side, it may be conceded that there

is nothing strange in assuming that the G.P.O. has an interest in its

venerable neighbour, the religious, royal, and ancient foundation of

Christ's Hospital , and it should be understood at once that the

companionship of the two is not finally severed . For Christ's

Hospital, like the G.P.O., has many branches of work , and all the

work cannot be housed under one roof. So its head -quarters will

remain here. Of this more later .
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But it is not to be expected that the public will take the same

interest in the daily workshop of a chief clerk and his staff as they

have always done in the home of “ The Blues .” The Post Office, at

any rate the King Edward Street part of it , will be the loser (except

for such carnal advantages as come in the shape of compensation

for “ ancient lights ”) when their westward view is no longer composed

of the red brick counting-house which Wren built , and the garden

with a mulberry tree in the centre, which Alderman Vaughan Morgan

has kept bright and clean for the special delectation of the P.M.G.

The buildings that take their place, and whose ground-rents will add

to the Hospital's store, will be, perhaps, of the same arid grayness

as the G.P.O. itself, which will then get as good as it has given .

But there is a world of history comprised within the confines of

the Hospital , compared with which the records of any Government

department are a mere mushroom , and it is the object of this paper

to compress that history into a few pages, which must share the

necessary dulness of a digest .

The story begins with the year 1224, when the first posse of

Franciscan friars reached London to begin their work among the

poor and the industrial classes . It was a notable year for that

notable movement, the same year ,” as the chronicler says, " that

the rule of blessed Francis was confirmed ,” and “ whilst our most

blessed Father Francis was still living in the flesh . ” After a short

residence in a house on Cornhill placed at their disposal by one of

the Sheriffs of London, and having proved to the citizens that they

were in earnest in their desire to benefit the poor of the City, the

Friars were transferred to this neighbourhood of ours in the following

summer. Their premises on Cornhill were a locus parvus et strictus,

but here near us they could expand. The property upon which

they settled here was, it should be noticed, granted to them , during

the good pleasure of the owner, by the City, and was situated in the

parish of St. Nicholas Shambles, whose church stood at the Newgate

Street end of King Edward Street , about on the site of the present

No. 2 (Messrs. Firth) . The owner was one John Iwyn , who shortly

afterwards made over the rights in the property to the Friars, whom

he joined , and died a pious brother of the order. No doubt Iwyn's

gift consisted of no more than a moderate parcel of ground west of

King Edward Street . It was a beginning, and that was all . The

next century saw many additions to his gift. Of these several are

described as being in “ Stinking Lane ” ( i.e., King Edward Street

aforesaid ) or in the parish of St. Ewen , whose church stood on the



CHRIST'S HOSPITAL. I 25

south side of Newgate Street, between Warwick Lane and the Old

Bailey, or in the parish of St. Sepulchre. To sum up a long story

of similar benefactions, the Franciscans ultimately received a roughly
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Sir ROBERT CLAYTON'S Porch , AND CHRIST CHURCH .

triangular territory, its apex a point opposite St. Sepulchre's Church ,

its base King Edward Street , then Stinking Lane, its two sides the

City Wall to the North and Newgate Street to the South . But the

“ Towne Ditch ," an open sewer, ran under the present “ Postmen's
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Park ” and under the part of Christ's Hospital to which the King

Edward Street gates give access, and which all “ Blues” knew as the

“ Ditch .” There were, therefore, smells to the north of them .

Newgate Street was then the meat market, or rather the haunt of the

slaughterman ; men called it the “ Flesh Shambles.” There were,

therefore , smells to the south of them . Stinking Lane was obviously

Stinking Lane . There were, therefore, smells to the east of them .

The cynic says it is no wonder the land was given to them freely, but

the man who knows what their aims and work really were sees that

they came here for the good they could do . For the Franciscan

was the slum -worker of his time.

Up to a century ago the buildings which they began to erect on

this property in 1306 still affected the plan of Christ's Hospital, and

indeed left their traces to the last . Let us suppose we are looking

out of a first floor window in the Secretaries ' block of the G.P.O.

We are at the base of the triangle . To our left is Christ Church ,

one of the largest of Wren's churches, still 98 ft. in length , but

standing only on the Choir of the Franciscan Abbey, which measured

in its full length 296 ft., and therefore ran along a large portion of

the southern boundary of the property . Those who approach the

G.P.O. from Newgate Street by Christ Church Passage traverse a

lane which represents the bad habits of the times of great Elizabeth .

The citizens made a right of way through the Franciscan Church ,

entering by the north door and leaving by the south , and passing

through the space between choir and nave under the lantern tower .

To our right is a cobbled and flagged open space , already referred

to as " the Ditch . ” When the Friars came into possession the City

Wall, part of which is under the N.W. corner of the Secretaries '

block, ran along immediately to the south of this ditch . How much

of it remained when Christ's Hospital succeeded the Franciscans is

not known , but in 1553 the Ditch was roofed over by a citizen, and

the site was thrown into the territory of Christ's Hospital , and was

held at a nominal rent from the City till it was acquired the other

day under a special Act of Parliament by the Governors of

St. Bartholomew's Hospital.

Immediately under our eye, as we look down from the first floor,

is the Treasurer's garden, part of which was once covered by small

tenements , the rest being virgin soil , enclosed by the Friars in the

thirteenth century . Beyond it , still standing, is the administrative

block , counting -house, court -room , clerks ' and masters ' houses, made

of the rich red - brick in which Wren delighted. Beyond this again is
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the site of the Great Cloister of the Franciscan , of which the

greater part of the ground floor was still standing in 1800, only the

South Cloister surviving, to become the victim of the housebreaker's

art in 1902. Beyond that again is the big playground, which the

British public has watched so persistently through the railings in

Newgate Street . Here in old days the Franciscan had his “lesser

cloister, ” round which his various “offices” were grouped . There he

got a shave when he was bearded , medicine when he was sick, bread

when he was hungry, and small beer in the time of his thirst, and

here he was thoughtful enough to lodge his guests . In later days

Christ's Hospital was the owner of various houses that stood on this

y
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now open space , which is soon to be open no longer. The play

ground, the Newgate Street gates, and the Great Hall , which is

coming down course by course as these words are being written , were

all due to legislation and public subscription at the beginning of the

nineteenth century. The apex of our triangle, if a somewhat blunt

one, is not without interest. It lies behind the advertisement

hoarding, which with coloured eloquence explains to the congregation

of St. Sepulchre's the priceless advantages of a visit to Buffalo Bill ,

and was formerly the site of the debtors' prison , which went by the

name of the Giltspur Street Compter. This was also cleared at the

time referred to, and was latterly used as a gymnasium for the boys.

Now a rough description of a site like this cannot be given without

some defiance to chronological order. Let us, therefore, return to

the Franciscans or Grey Friars, whose establishment was complete by
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about 1429. Alas, the two centuries since they started work had

witnessed a steady falling away from great ideals . Francis had meant

them to be poor ; they had become rich , like the borough council of

some fashionable suburb , on the burial fees of the well-to-do. Francis

had meant them to be housed in the meanest of huts ; the Grey

Friars' minster and monastery were costly and magnificent structures .

Francis had meant them to have no books but their Bibles and their

breviaries ; they now had a stately library (the walls of which remained

till 1832 ) , built by Dick Whittington, and , as Stow tells us , “ all seeled

with Wainscott.” But all this is not to say that the Dissolution of the

Monasteries, which , having worked its wicked will elsewhere, visited

the Franciscans in 1538 , was in any sense justified. It only concerns

us as being part of that course of events which led to the substitution

of the Blues for the Grey Friars as the denizens of that site upon

which the G.P.O. looks down .

That story is too long to tell here in any detail , but what led to

the establishment of Christ's Hospital is obvious enough . The monks

and the friars, who occupied so much of the ground plan of the City

in Henry VIII.'s reign — think only of the close proximity of the house

of St. Martin-le-Grand to the house of St. Francis-had at least been

the almoners and educators of the poor in their neighbourhood, even

if their principles had not been those of the Charity Organisation

Society nor their curriculum that of the London School Board . There

was, therefore, an outburst of distress , ignorance , and hooliganism ,

when their activity came to an end. The King took their lands and

revenues, but for a time made no attempt to do their work. Thus,

after
many letters in the newspapers (which were not the less effective

because they took the form of sermons at Paul's Cross) , the citizens

resolved that an asylum of some sort must be found for the children

thronging the streets , and this was how Christ's Hospital began its

work in 1552. Edward VI . assigned for the purpose an empty

monastic building, which he could not use and could not sell . He

allowed it to receive in mortmain - by the gifts of other people - land

of the value of four thousand marks a year. He is , therefore, the

Royal Founder, of pious memory. The citizens did the work , and

loyally permitted the Crown to have the credit . The buildings of

the Grey Friars - except the minster, which was already a parish

church “ of the foundation of King Henry the Eighth ,” — were soon

converted into a hospital for children. The Parish Beadles , the only

thing in the way of police that the City then possessed , went round

their respective wards in those cumbrous and encrusted robes , in which



CHRIST'S HOSPITAL. 129

they try in vain to look useful to -day, and swept some three hundred

children into the hospital, where there were at first nurses and doctors

in abundance, but no teachers for several months. The children were

of all ages, from nurslings upwards . Some were kept within the

building, and others were farmed out. Those who became inmates

were given by the Easter of 1553 , when they all attended the sermons

at Paul's Cross and the Spital , a suit practically identical with that which

their successors wear to -day, with the addition of a cap, only abolished

out of sheer atrophy half-a -century ago. Whether the dress was

deliberately fashioned to suggest the friars, or was merely the common

Giff's CLOISTER , EXTERIOR .

garb of the period, cannot be stated with certainty, though one would

like to believe the former. The funds for the first year's work were

subscribed by the citizens, and were collected on a system not

unworthy of the resourcefulness of Dr. Barnardo himself. At the

close of the year there was a deficit, which the governors, who were

all citizens, made up out of their own pockets . As the years passed

on the work continued to commend itself to the community, and

resources were willingly provided by the living and the dead .

But, as at first started , the hospital was obviously an expedient to

relieve exceptional distress . As time passed over it , it was bound to

become a settled and permanent institution. The Poor Law system
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gradually supplied the needs of the poorest , and Christ's Hospital

has the unique merit of having been for three and a half centuries a

benefactor to those who, with whatever struggles, keep outside the

Poor Law system , and pay their scot and lot for the up -keep of the

administration, but are consequently unable to ensure a public school

education for their boys and girls .

And the country at large has been enormously advantaged . The

“ Blues” have found their way into the public service at home and

abroad . Many of them are readers of this magazine. From the

Restoration to the present time they have taken part in the work of

" John Company " and the Civil Service ofIndia, and Warren Hastings

himself learnt in Christ's Hospital those elements of commercial

instruction which Westminster School had apparently neglected to

impart to him . Happily, the removal of the boys' school to West

Horsham makes no break in the continuance of this work, and only

this Christmas a boy who entered the school by competition has won

the blue-ribbon of Oxford distinctions , the first scholarship at Balliol .

Moreover, the removal of the juniors from Hertford to West Horsham

has enabled the girls ' school to have the Hertford premises to itself

and to expand in many ways . Indeed, the fact that Christ's

Hospital has throughout its long history comprised a school for girls

—which was once carried on in the Newgate Street buildings-is only

too little known .

But the G.P.O. will still have as its near neighbour the counting

house and head -quarters of these manifold activities, for which a new

building will in due course be erected . There is the seat of manage

ment. There the City and agricultural property is administered ; a

slice of the former has been acquired at various times by the G.P.O. ,

and the school would doubtless refuse no reasonable offer for some of

the latter. There a multitude of pensioners , equal to, if not greater

than , the total number of children in the schools, come up to

receive their allowance ; the Hospital has an extensive charity for

giving pensions to the blind , and was in former days entrusted with

large sums for the benefit of prisoners. Thus it remains what its

first founders called it , " a passing dede of pittie , " imparting to old

or young, according to their need , that comfort and instruction which

men associate with Him Whose name the foundation bears . “ Christ's

Hospital, E.C.,” will not , therefore, cease to be a postal address.

E. H. PEARCE,

Vicar of Christ Church ,
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The Early Posts and the Masters

of the Posts.

N beginning a course of lectures on Alfred the Great ,

before the University of Oxford , the lecturer told his

hearers, with a modesty not too common , that in what

he was about to say there would not be much that was

very new, but he hoped it would be approximately true . In writing

about the posts and the Masters of the Posts in the sixteenth century ,

I think I may be able to say some things that will be new to the

readers of this Magazine, and I will try not to wander from the truth .

But the subject is obscure , and the records are scanty and sometimes

contradictory. Much that has been written on the subject has been

evolved from imperfect information ; and when an inaccurate statement

has been printed it is too often repeated by subsequent writers , who

have followed the original statement with an implicit faith very

becoming, no doubt , in a theologian, but a sad disqualification for a

student of history. A little wholesome scepticism is an excellent

quality in an historical investigator, who does well to follow the advice

of the Son of Sirach , “ Believe not every tale.”

The words " post ” and “ postmaster ” have not yet appeared in the

Historical English Dictionary , and ordinary dictionaries do not throw

much light upon the words as they were used four hundred years ago .

Dr. Johnson * in his dictionary defined a postmaster as " one who has

charge of the public conveyance of letters ," a definition accurate

enough in Johnson's own day, but misleading as regards the earlier

postmasters. “ Les postes sont des relais des chevaux etablis de

distance en distance a l'usage des couriers chargés de porter les

missives, tant du souverain que des particuliers ; ces relais servent

Johnson was unfortunate in several of his definitions. Sometimes he went

astray through ignorance , as he admitted to the lady who asked why he defined

pastern as the knee of a horse ; and sometimes his definitions were prejudiced or

even malign . Few of us would admit that a pension is “ an allowance made to

any one without an equivalent ; " and many of us have a sufficient sense of our

own importance to be able to sympathise with the Commissioners of Excise , who

objected to being described as “ wretches hired by those to whom excise is paid . ”

The Commissioners wished to prosecute Johnson for this libel and consulted

Murray, the Attorney General, who discouraged the idea of a prosecution, and

showed little or no sympathy with the victims of Johnson's malice.



132 THE EARLY POSTS AND THE MASTERS OF THE POSTS .

aussi a tous les voyageurs qui veulent en user en payent toutefois le

prix reglé par le gouvernment." * This is a better definition for the

present purpose than I have found in an English dictionary, though

it is doubtful how far our early posts were used for the conveyance of

private letters, or of private persons, unless they first obtained a

Commission from the Council , or a high officer of state . Posts were

set up in France by Louis XI . in 1477 , and he gave the name

“ postes” to the newly established services, though why he called them

by that name is a question concerning which

Grammatici certant, et adhuc sub judice lis est .

Philipe de Comines says that the news of the defeat and death of

Charles the Bold at Nancy in 1477 was brought to Paris by the new

“ postes," and this is an early instance of the use of the word in

literature . From France it passed into our own and into Continental

languages, and , what is curious , into Latin . The word postus

( feminine posta) as a shortened form of positus is found in Lucretius ,

and posta in later Latin has many meanings, but it does not seem to

have found its way into Latin , in the sense we are considering, until

the beginning of the sixteenth century. It is not to be found in that

sense in the original edition of Ducange's Glossary Media et Infima

Latinitatis, middling and infamous Latin as some scholar described

it , but the diligence of a later editor has supplied an example of its

use in 1502 , and in the patents of appointment of our own early

masters of the posts they are described as Magistri Nunciorum

Cursorum , sive Postarum .” The word post in English occurs as early

as 1511 in an entry in the King's book of payments, and there may

be earlier instances of its use. Post or posts occur in several places

in the authorised version of the Bible, which follows in this use of the

word “ the Great English Bible, set forth and used in the time of

King Henry the Eighth ,” but the word in this sense was unknown to

Wycliffe , who uses courier, or runner, or messenger, in his translation

of the Bible where we now read post or posts .

We have seen that posts were established in France in 1477 .

Seventeen years earlier a post had been set up in Tyrol by one of the

Taxis family, who were afterwards ennobled . At the beginning of the

sixteenth century another member of the family was Master of the

Posts in Flanders , and one of his descendants became Grand Master

of the Posts of the Holy Roman Empire. The Empire came to an

end in 1806, but the connection of the Taxis family with the posts of

• The French Encyclopédie ( Diderot's) .
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Germany continued until 1867 , when it was finally abolished . It is

often supposed, from a misunderstanding of a passage in a letter first

brought to light in the Report of the Secret Committee of the House

of Commons, on the Post Office, 1844 , that there were no posts in

England until 1533 , or even later, but there is evidence of the

existence of the King's posts as early as 1509 , and in 1516 a letter,

preserved at the Record Office, was written by Francis de Taxis,

Master of the Posts in Flanders , “ Magistro Domino meo Brianno

Tuke, Magistro Postarum , Londini.” The patent of Brian Tuke's

appointment as Master of the Posts is not forthcoming, but there can

be no doubt that he held the appointment in 1516 , and possibly

seven years earlier, and he continued to hold it until his death in 1545 .

He came of a Kentish family, and in 1508 was made King's Bailiff of

Sandwich . In the following year he was clerk of the Signet , and in

1510 clerk of the Council of Calais . He was subsequently secretary

to Wolsey, French secretary to the King, clerk of the Parliaments ,

and treasurer of the Chamber, or Household , and he retained many

of these offices until his death , a somewhat rare achievement in the

reign of Henry VIII . Yet with so much business to attend to he

found time for literary pursuits, and was a patron of learning. When

William Thynne published the first collected edition of Chaucer's

works in 1532, Tuke wrote the preface and thus set a precedent for

the connection between officers of the Post Office and literature

which has been continued to our own time . Holbein painted

as many as six portraits of Tuke, and one of these, in the

collection of Lord Lisle at Sheen, excited the admiration of John

Evelyn , who saw it in August, 1678 , and noted the fact in his

diary. The writer of the life of Tuke in the National Dictionary of

Biography hints that , as Tuke was treasurer of the Household and

made many payments to Holbein , these six pictures may have been

painted without cost to the subject of them . This is an unkind

conjecture, but I am inclined to think, as the sequel will show, that it

may not be unfounded . Tuke had a country house at Layer Marney

in Essex ; in London he lived at his “ poor dwelling ” in Lothbury ;

he was buried in the church of St. Margaret , Lothbury, with his wife

Griselda , and their monument is duly recorded in Stow's Survey of

London .

The Calendars of the State Papers and the Acts of the Council in

the reign of Henry VIII . contain several hundreds of entries indexed

under Tuke's name. I have not referred to all of them , and the

greater part of those I have seen do not concern my subject. But
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some of the entries throw light upon the posts, and it seems quite

clear from these entries that there were posts, more or less regular ,

from 1509 onwards between London and Berwick and London and

Calais, and that the posts went occasionally to other places. In 1509

a payment of £13 6s. 8d . was made to Lord Darcy, who was for a

time Warden of the East and Middle Marches against Scotland , and

for a longer period Governor of Berwick , for posts to that town ; and

there are payments in 1511 of £21 4s . 2d . and £ u 6s . 8d . to

William Pawne, who was Master of the Ordinance at Berwick, for

posts lying from London to Berwick . In the same year there are small

payments for posts to Coventry and Doncaster, and in 1512 Pawne

received £200 , and in 1513 , the year of Flodden field , £172 25. rod .

From October, 1512 , there are numerous entries of

payments to Tuke himself, as follows :

£ s. d .

1512 , October, 182 posts and couriers .

for the master of the posts.

1573 , March, posts and messengers.

September, 100 wages for posts and messengers.

1514 , February, 365 12 messengers and posts.

for same hereafter.

1,002 7 posts and messengers.

1516, for the posts northwards.

I do not think these payments can represent all the money expended

upon the posts in these years . Some books of payments are not now

extant, or have not been calendared, and I may have overlooked some

entries , but those I have found are quite enough to show the existence

of the King's posts in the earlier part of the reign of Henry VIII .

Similar payments are to be found in the King's books of payments

in subsequent ' years, though I am not certain whether the payments

were made by or to Tuke as Treasurer of Chamber, or Household,

or as Master of the Posts . It is evident that Tuke maintained

some supervision over the posts, and when new posts were created

he was required to " lay ” them . Thus in October , 1536 , during

the Pilgrimage of Grace, the Bishop of Chichester wrote to Cromwell

to cause Mr. Tuke diligently to lay his posts betwixt his Grace and

my Lord of Suffolk , to my Lord Steward from Huntingdon , also to

Ampthill, and from the North to the King." The Duke of Suffolk

was apparently at Lincoln engaged in suppressing the rebellion , and

the Lord Steward was occupied in the same business in Yorkshire

IOO O
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and other northern counties . Again in August, 1542 , when war with

Scotland was imminent , the Council directed Tuke “ to appoint to

all the posts between London and Berwick two horses besides their

ordinary one horse, and to allow them for their three horses 25. a

day, which is 12d . above their ordinary.” One would suppose that

if the proper allowance for one horse was a shilling, the allowance for

three would be three shillings, but the frugality of the King's Council

regulated their arithmetic.

Tuke was sometimes in the country when he was wanted in

London , and in his absence a servant — he had several clerks-acted

for him . On one occasion when he did not attend the Council at

Hampton Court, and no substitute appeared , an order was made

that when he could not be present at meetings of the Council he

must leave money for the dispatch of posts . He seems to have been

a sharp paymaster, and there are several letters of his at the Record

Office in which he objects to pay improper or unnecessary charges

for posts. Among these letters are several that passed in 1535

between Lord Lisle, the Governor of Calais, and Tuke with respect

to charges incurred for extraordinary posts sent from Calais by Sir

J. Wallop. “ I suppose ,” writes Tuke, “ Sir J. Wallop did not know

that wherever the King is posts are laid from London to his Grace ,

and there are always ordinary posts from London to Dover. I never

object to special messengers unless I am asked to pay for them when

I am not privy to their journeys. Nevertheless, I have paid John

Broke his journey to London and back . ” This letter concludes a

correspondence which had been going on since the previous January

on the subject of these charges. In the same letter Tuke thanks

Lord Lisle for a present of a puncheon of wine and four dozen and

ten quails. I do not like to speak evil of dignitaries , but I am afraid

the wine and the quails overcame Tuke's scruples, and my suspicion

is confirmed by another and a later letter from one Robins to Pate ,

to whom public money was due and should have been paid by Tuke .

“ I perceive by his clerks , ” said Robins , who had vainly tried to

collect the debt, " that he (Tuke) looketh for some bribe . ”

Tuke's letter to Cromwell in August , 1533 , is referred to and

partly quoted by Mr. Joyce ( History of the Post Office, p . 1 ) . In

that letter Tuke pointed out that there were no ordinary posts, but

between London and Calais and since October last the posts

northward .” This passage has been misunderstood , and many

writers have assumed from it that the first English posts date from

1533. In the Encyclopædia Britannica, for instance, in the article

K
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on the Post Office, the section dealing with the early posts of Great

Britain is headed c. 1533—1836 ; in Chambers' Cyclopædia Camden

is mentioned as the authority for the existence of a Master of the

Posts in 1581 ; in Hadyn's Dictionary of Dates it is stated that

arrangements for an improved system of couriers in England were

in existence in 1543 , and that the first Chief Postmaster, Thomas

Randolph, was appointed by Queen Elizabeth in 1581. These dates

are hopelessly wrong, and some of the errors have arisen from the

neglect of Dr. Routh's advice, “Verify your references.” In Tuke's

letter to Cromwell just referred to, he says that the posts northwards

have in times past been the most diligent of all others , and he

continues, " I perceive there is a great default in the conveyance of

letters ,” and “ I have known in times past folks who have dated their

letters a day or two before they were written , and the conveyers have

had the blame. ” Who were meant by the “ conveyers” is not clear.

The letters referred to must have been private letters, for Tuke would

scarcely have described the servants of the Crown as folks," and I

cannot suppose letters emanating from a public office would be

wilfully ante -dated. If, therefore, I am right in thinking that the

ante-dated letters were sent by private persons, did Tuke mean that

the " conveyers ” were the posts ? If so, here is evidence of the

sending of private letters by post before 1533. But I must defer the

consideration of that question until the end of this article.

On Tuke's death in 1545 , John , afterwards Sir John Mason,

acted for a few months as Master of the Posts , and on November

12th , 1545 , letters patent were issued granting to William Paget ,

Secretary of State, and John Mason , French Secretary, or the

survivor of them , “ Officium Magistri Nunciorum , Cursorum , sive

Postarum tam infra regnum nostrum Angliæ, quam in quibuscunque

aliis partibus transmarinis in nostro duminio existantibus, " * with a

pension of £66 135. 4d . a year, to hold , occupy, or enjoy by them

selves, or their sufficient deputies , during their own lives, or the life

of the longer liver of them , with all profits and commodities of the

office in as full and large a manner as Brian Tuke or any other

person held the said office. As the patent of Tuke's appointment

is not forthcoming, this is the earliest extant patent relating to the

office of Master of the Posts. I cannot find any evidence that Paget

acted under this patent : Mason had been carrying on the duties

since Tuke's death , and all correspondence respecting the office

* By the parts of the King's dominion beyond the seas Calais is to be understood .
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seems to have been addressed to him. He was born of humble

parents at Abingdon , was a protege of Sir Thomas More, and held

several offices in addition to the Mastership of the Posts and the

French Secretaryship. Like his predecessor Tuke, he was Treasurer

of the Chamber, his appointment dating from 1554, when the salary

for the two offices of Treasurer of the Chamber and Master of the

Posts was £200 a year and 12d. a day. He was also Clerk of

the Council , and in that capacity connived at the proclamation

of Lady Jane Grey immediately after the death of Edward VI . ,

but, seeing how the wind was blowing, was ready in a few days to

support Queen Mary, and managed to retain his office. Twice he

went abroad as Ambassador, to France in 1550 , for a short time

only, and in 1553 to Brussels, where he seems to have resided three

years. During these absences we may suppose a sufficient deputy ”

looked after the posts. Mason died in 1566 , and was buried in

St. Paul's Cathedral , where a magnificent monument, an engraving

of which appears in Dugdale's St. Paul's, was erected to his

memory

I have not found at the Record Office many papers about the

posts in Mason's time, but there are in the Acts of the Privy Council

several orders for the issue of warrants in his favour on account of

the posts. These payments for the years 1549-50 were as follows :

April 23 , £200 for the posts.

July 31 , £200 for the posts .

August 28 , £200 for the posts from Calais to Dover.

March 19 ( 1550) , £400 for posts.

In April, 1550 , Mason was directed to pay 5 marks, £3 6s. 8d . ,

for a post to Chester and back . This was, presumably, an extra

ordinary post, and may help to give an idea of the cost of posting

at that time. There are several references to the posts to Berwick ,

and there are many records of commissions to various persons

authorising them to take up post horses at reasonable prices. In

strictness no one was allowed to travel post except with a com

mission from the Council, and instructions were issued more than

once in the reign of Elizabeth that these orders must be obeyed . It

is , however, quite clear that the rule was frequently evaded, and that

travellers used the King's posts without having obtained a proper

commission .

With the single exception of Tuke's letter to Cromwell in August,

1533, already referred to, I have met with nothing that throws any
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light upon the question whether the posts were used for the con

veyance of the letters of private persons. It is clear that such letters

did go by posts in the later years of Elizabeth's reign , and it would

be interesting to find out when the practice began . It is stated in

the first report of the Postmaster-General that the words “ haste,

post haste " occur on the backs of private letters at the close of the

fifteenth or the beginning of the sixteenth century, and it is inferred ,

therefore, that the post was not restricted to Government letters, but

it is also stated that there is no evidence of any system for conveying

the letters of the public during the reign of Elizabeth . I do not like

to question the accuracy of statements printed under the authority

of the Postmaster-General and authenticated by his signature, but I

should be very glad to know where letters of the fifteenth century

marked “ haste, post haste ” are to be found. Many of the Paston

letters , which were written between 1422 and 1509 , are marked “ to

be delivered in haste," or in similar terms, but these letters were sent

by servants of the family, or of their friends, and by common carriers.

In 1465 , John Paston , writing from London to Margaret Paston in

Norfolk , says, “ the bearer of this letter is a common carrier, and was

at Norwich on Saturday and brought me letters from other men , but

your servants inquire not diligently after the coming of carriers.”

This was many years before the establishment of posts, and the

practice of sending letters by carrier continued long after

posts for conveying the letters of private persons had been

set up on all the chief roads. Carriers were not forbidden by law

to carry private letters until the passing of the Act of 9 Anne, C. 11 ,

the previous Post Office Act, 13 Charles 11 , c. 35 , having excepted

from the enactment that all letters were to be sent by post, “ such

letters as shall be sent by coaches , common carriers of goods, by

carts, waggoners, or pack horses. " Thomas Witherings had in 1635

interfered with the postmasters and carriers who conveyed letters

weekly between London and Plymouth, and had thrust some of

them out of their employment, whereupon the aggrieved postmasters,

carriers, waggoners, and others complained by petition to the House

of Commons. When soon after the Restoration Henry Bisshopp set

up new posts to many important towns which had “ hitherto wanted

the benefit of postage,” he did not attempt to put down the carriers,

but issued a notice to “ gentlemen and others concerned in holding

correspondence” that the posts would carry the letters with more

speed and at as cheap or cheaper rates than the common carriers.

Although it is clear that the majority of private letters in the time
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of the early posts went by other conveyances, it does not follow that

such letters were absolutely excluded from the King's posts, though

the Master of the Posts may not have known of them .

“ More water glideth by the mill

Than wots the miller of,"

and when the posts travelled regularly between London and Berwick ,

London and Dover, or Calais, and along other roads, it is quite

probable that persons having letters to send would hand them to the

men riding post, and even if such a practice was forbidden, of which

there is no evidence, human nature being what it is , and in the

absence of strict supervision , the men who rode post would not

probably have demurred to carrying private letters for a consideration .

J. A. J. HOUSDEN.

Uurie Sam and Palempire. Uncle Sam and Philippine

UNCLE SAM AND PHILIPPINA.

One of a set of ten Comical Post Cards published by Stanley Gibbons Limited ,

391 , Strand , W.C.)
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A Typical Case.

[An approximate record of correspondence from a distressed depositor

to the Controller, S.B.D.]

[ January 4th]

DEAR SIR , I write because I have

Axdently lost my Book :

We done our Best to find it ,

But don't know where to look .

I thought you might have Got it praps

So will you Please to See ;

And if it 'as been sent to you ,

You send it Back to me.

[ January 11th ]

Dear sir , I do not understand

The Paper what you sent ;

And I should like some Money soon ,

In consekwens of Rent.

I had five pounds in April last ,

And that was All I Took ;

So send me what you owe me Now,

And you may Keep the Book.

[ January 16th ]

Dear sir, I first begun to save

About ten Years ago.

Sir, I would tell you if I could,

But this is All I Know ;

I put it in the Office near

The Place where I was Cook.

My name is Martha ; but it is

Wrote Sarah in the Book .

[ January 2 ist]

Dear sir , I thank you very much

For the kind Notes you sent ;

My Daughter filled the papers up ,

'Cause she saw what you meant ;

And if I knew what things you want

I should be Pleased to Look ,

But praps it will not matter Now

For I have found the Book.

A. L. V.
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Small Beer Chronicles.

“ The axis of the Earth sticks out visibly through the centre of each and every

town or city. " - 0 . W. Holmes.

O-DAY (says The Smallbere Chronicle) the county

mourns the loss of one of the most notable adminis

trators of its public affairs. After a long service,

Mr. Jones, Postmaster of Smallbere and District , lays

down the reins of office, and retires to his Sabine farm , 25 , Brick

Street , Smallbere.

It is , perhaps, difficult in the present day to estimate rightly the

value of his achievements. He is too near to us. The historical

perspective is lacking, and it will be for posterity to pronounce final

judgment upon him . We cannot but think that the verdict of his

contemporaries will be upheld, and that his name will remain inscribed

forever upon the glorious roll of the great ones of Smallbere.

Mr. Jones entered the service of the Government 35 years ago,

being nominated under the administration of Mr. Gladstone to a vacant

messengership in the telegraph department of Smallbere. From the

first he gave entire satisfaction ; but few , if any, seem to have recog.

nised in the merry youth who might have been seen at all hours of

the day, in his smart uniform , and with his carefully guarded message

safe in his pouch, playing with his fellows in the streets of Smallbere,

any of that high capacity - shall we say genius --for administrative work

which was ultimately to carry him to the apex of the local service.

It was only in the second year of his career that he gave indica

tions of that consummate mastery of official phraseology which was,

perhaps, one of the chief factors in his success. He was fortunately

called upon to give a written explanation of some minor irregularity,

and it is recorded that his statement, though brief in substance, con

tained no fewer than fifteen “ submits," six “ as regards," and four “ in

questions ."

He was at once marked out for promotion ; and a few months later

we find him behind the counter. So successful was he in this

enlarged sphere, that when he had completed but one year's service

the Government of that day were pleased to mark their appreciation

of his zeal by a not inconsiderable augmentation of his salary.

His ambitious spirit was now thoroughly aroused . He enlarged

the scope of his researches to embrace the more scientific ranch of

his profession , and easily mastered the A.B.C. instrument then used .

His talent was such , that owing to the retirement of the other two
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clerks he found himself at a comparatively early age in the proud

position of senior clerk on the local establishment. In this capacity

he was frequently entrusted with the drafting of important reports

for the signature of his official chief ( Mr. Thomas), and he proved

himself so able in this respect that it soon began to be confidently

predicted that he would succeed Mr. Thomas in the postmagisterial

chair.

The predictions were not falsified . Ten years ago , when

Mr. Thomas retired, the township was gratified to learn that Mr. Jones

had been specially selected by the Postmaster -General, from three

candidates (one of whom was actually his senior) , for the blue ribbon

of the local service. The wisdom of this choice has since been amply

demonstrated , and shows the Postmaster-General of that day to have

been a shrewd judge of men.

Mr. Jones ' career as postmaster has been a series of triumphs,

fiscal and otherwise. Space forbids their recapitulation . He enlarged

the stock of stamps , &c . , at the head office, he was instrumental in

procuring a handsome new handcart for the township , and was the

first to introduce artificial stamp-dampers at the public office.

But the most stirring event in his full life, and that with which his

name will be chiefly remembered, is that which centred round Hannah

Smith . Most of our readers will have some recollection of this notable

controversy, and of the part which the great figure of our late post

master played in it , but it may, perhaps , be briefly retold here .

Hannah Smith was an elderly lady who had served five successive

Governments as letter distributor in the village of Toad-in-the-Hole .

She suffered considerably from rheumatism in the left elbow. We are

aware that there has been some difference of opinion as to whether it

was the right or the left elbow, but we have been in personal communi

cation with Mrs. Smith's niece, who has often rubbed the afflicted

member with embrocation, and we can state authoritatively that it was

the left elbow.

On the 13th September, 1896 , the parish council of Toad-in -the

Hole forwarded a memorial to the Postmaster-General calling his

attention to the condition of Mrs. Smith's elbow, and asking that she

might be supplied with a waterproof cape similar to those used by her

male colleagues. The Postmaster-General was abroad himself at

the time, but he showed his confidence in Mr. Jones by deputing him

to attend to the matter.

It was then that the postmaster adopted the attitude which was at

the time the subject of so much criticism . He displayed the iron hand
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beneath the velvet glove, and firmly refused to recommend the appli

cation of the council favourably. The reason for the policy which he

adopted has been much canvassed from time to time, and it has been

stated that it was due to the fact that he was unaware of the existence

of any form on which the garment might have been requisitioned , if

sanctioned . This may have been a contributory cause ; but the main

reason is, we consider, clearly stated by himself in his official report

on the subject, which is still preserved (with several other registered

papers) in the archives of the local office.

We give an extract from this interesting despatch, as it is an

excellent example of the great man's style , and shows him to have been

a dialectician of no mean rank :

“ With reference to the above mentioned subject in question , ” he

writes , “ regarding the supply of a cape to the woman in question , I

respectfully beg leave to be allowed to submit a recommendation

that the application be replied to in the negative. The officer in

question has not hitherto been supplied with the garment referred to,

and I submit that there is therefore no reason why this should be

done in future ."

So impressed were the great officers of State by these observations

that , after a certain lapse of time , they expressed their complete

concurrence in them .

Few who were privileged to be present on that historic occasion

when Mr. Jones went down in person to the meeting of the Council

to lay the official “ ukase ” before them will be likely to forget the

scene. The postmaster's demeanour was admirably bland , but firm ,

and the Council were compelled to surrender their position and to

own themselves beaten . Mr. Jones' tact saved the situation ; he

seized the opportunity to state that in future the village would be

afforded a later posting of 5 minutes for the Night Mail. There was

therefore no break in diplomatic relations ; and , indeed , the chairman

of the Council and the postmaster were observed in a peculiarly

friendly state in the village street late the same evening.

In spite of this there were many who continued to criticise his

action on humanitarian grounds ; but when the ensuing winter turned

out comparatively rainless, and Mrs. Smith retired, unexpectedly, in

the Spring, his worst detractors were compelled to acknowledge the

justice and foresight which he had displayed, and thenceforth his

prestige remained unimpaired .

It was only recently that Mr. Jones undertook the stupendous task

of reorganising the outdoor service of the township. The whole of
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the working out of the intricate details involved in this enterprise fell

upon him, and some idea of their magnitude may be gathered from

the fact that for a time it was necessary for the staff working under

him to be reinforced by the presence of a land surveyor from the

county town . *

It was in connection with this reorganisation that Mr. Jones came

into collision with the Liberal Government. His kindly consideration

for those working under him impelled him in the attempt to restrict.

the working hours of his staff to 7f a day, but a parsimonious Treasury

threw out his scheme, and the extra force which he had applied for

was refused . This ingratitude is thought to have embittered his later

days of office, but his bright intellect remains undimmed to the

present day.

In private life Mr. Jones is a good husband and an affectionate

father, and a successful member of the local goose club . He is a well

informed man of essentially literary tastes , having been a subscriber

to Tit-Bits since it was first published. He is well known as an art

collector and his gallery of Millais and Briton Riviere's , suitably framed,

is reputed to be the finest in Smallbere - if not in Europe. He still

adds to it each Christmas .

Mr. Jones retires somewhat prematurely, but he is a representative

of the old order of things, and seems to have experienced a sense of

isolation since the retirement of his official contemporary, Lord

Salisbury. His health has also given him trouble lately. He carries

into retirement the respect and gratitude of all the teeming hundreds.

of Smallbere.

We cannot but think that the movement, now on foot, to com

memorate his official career by the erection of a public drinking

fountain is ill-advised . It may be said of public men , as it has been

said of literary men , that in their case “ storied urn or animated

bust ” is an impertinence : they are to be remembered by their works,

or not at all . And surely so long as the splendid truck, with which

his genius enriched the town , flashes its ruddy splendour through our

streets ; so long as stamp-dampers continue, welcome auxiliaries to

parched tongues in the dog -days, the revered name of Jones must

remain a household word among us . And when in course of time

woodwork decays, and dampers dry up, will not the new letter box at

the corner of Tadgers Lane still stand, a lasting and fitting memorial

of the man and his life's work ? A.R.F.

Exeter .

• The Smallbere Chronicle here falls into a common error of the Public . - Ed.
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The History of Street Letter- Boxes.

的 。

VERY civilised country now has its street letter-boxes .

Indeed , a writer in the Weltpost goes so far as to

say that , no matter where the foot of civilised man is

planted, the letter-box enters upon its rôle . But the

public , with its usual sang froid in respect of the established order of

things, seldom pauses to breathe a blessing or even to think upon the

author of the convenience . Nevertheless , the questions when, where ,

and by the outcome of whose genius the first street letter-box was

erected are of considerable interest , at all events to Post Office

people ; and , as the statements on these points which occasionally

appear in the Press are not distinguished for their accuracy, it is

perhaps time to turn the St. Martin's searchlight upon the subject .

There are, we believe , at the present moment, in this country

individuals who lay claim to the conception of the street pillar letter

box. These good people may, however, now and for ever hold their

peace, and cease from reproaching an ungrateful country with its

indifference to the claims of genius ! Enrico Melillo , in his work

entitled La Posta nei Secoli, relates that , at the beginning of the

16th century, closed boxes provided with a slit were affixed to the

principal churches of the Republic of Florence for the reception of

anonymous letters of accusation against enemies of the State. These

boxes were called " Tamburi ” ; but, as they were provided for police

rather than postal purposes, it is hardly apposite to quote them as the

earliest street letter-boxes on record . It affords more satisfaction to

turn to a book called Du Service des Postes et de la Taxation des

Lettres au moyen d'un Timbre, written by a Monsieur A. Piron .

M. Piron states that early in the reign of Louis XIV. (about 1653 )

an individual named Monsieur de Velayer established in Paris, with

Royal approbation, a private penny post, placing boxes at the corners

of the streets for the reception of letters wrapped in envelopes.

How long M. Velayer's postal service existed history does not

record ; but one thing is clear, namely that most probably to him

must be awarded the palm for the introduction of the pillar-box as

we know and use it .

Dr. von Stephan , the late eminent postal expert and head of the

Postal Department of the German Empire, in a work entitled

Geschichte der Preuszischen Post, stated that letter-boxes were
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erected in the streets of Berlin in the year 1766 ; and , although there

is not much evidence to support the hypothesis, it is safe to assume

that from about that time the use of such boxes became general on

the Continent of Europe. There is on record testimony of English

travellers in France, Belgium , Germany and Austria in the early

forties and fifties of last century that street letter -boxes were in

1
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SERVice

DES

POSTES

Paris Pillar LETTER-Box , 1850.

common use in those countries, and were to be found near public

buildings, railway stations and hotels. From their appearance and

from general report , it appears that the boxes were respected by the

public, and suffered no violence or other wrongful treatment. Those

in use in Paris were of a very ornamental design ; and we are able to

reproduce an illustration of one of them .

In the first half of the nineteenth century correspondence was

posted in this country at establishments called “ receiving houses, ”
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which , being costly to maintain , were not numerous, even in such

large towns as London. Reforms in postage rates brought about the

forecasted increase in correspondence ; and the public began a

ROAD -SIDE

LETTER BOXES.

Notice to the Publio.

On and after the 23rd Nov. , Rond -side LetterBoxes will be opened for

collecting the public corespondence in the following situations in

DAVID PLACE,
Nearly opposite the Rectory .

NEW STREET,

In front ofMr. Pry's, Painter and Grazier .

CHEAPSIDE ,

Top ofthe Parade ,

ST. CLEMENT'S ROAD,
Corner ofPlaisance .

The Letter Boxes will be cleared daily (Sundays excepted) at the

following perlods, untilfurther notice :

SIX A. M. AND AT NOON ,
Ereept on Mall-days , when , instead of at Noon , they will be cleared !

as soon as the Packet is signalled.

Letters deposited in these Boxes will be disposed or in all respects in

the same manner as if posted at the PrincipalOmce , prerions to the

above -named period .

Post -omce , St. Helier , November , 1852 .

PRINTED AT THE JERSEY TIMES " OFFICE , LIBRARY PLACE.

Public NOTICE RESPECTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST

STREET LETTER -BOXES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM .

persistent demand for increased posting facilities. The more

favourable conditions existing on the Continent in the shape of

street letter -boxes were repeatedly brought to notice ; and the Post
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66

Office at last seriously examined the question of providing similar

facilities . There were, of course, many objections to overcome. It

is easy to comprehend that , after years of posting over the counter at

receiving houses, the idea of allowing precious missives to be

committed to the interior of an unprotected box situated on the

public footpath filled the official mind of the day with alarm and

mistrust. An experiment was , however, determined upon ; and the

favoured spot chosen for it was St. Heliers , in Jersey. Pillar-boxes

were set up in the town on the 23rd of November, 1852 ; and in this

statement we are supported by no less a personage than our own

Anthony Trollope, who, in his Autobiography ( vol. ii . , page 118) ,

says of pillar posting-boxes :

of which accommodation in the streets and ways of

England I was the originator, having, however, got the

authority for the erection of the first at St. Heliers in Jersey."

The Postmaster of Jersey in due time reported favourably upon

the boxes , and advocated their provision in London and other

places. The current of official opinion was now wholly in favour of

the scheme, and in March, 1854 , Cheltenham was provided with

boxes . The next step taken was to approach the Treasury with a

view to the needs of London for increased posting facilities. The

saving of expenditure by the halt in the establishment of receiving

houses, the public demand, and last , but not least , the great

advantage it would afford to Members of Parliament in securing the

inclusion of their letters in mails which had hitherto been missed owing

to the long distance of the Post Office from the House, were the

chief of the representations which caused the Honourable Board to

sanction , on the 25th September, 1854 , the manufacture and erection

of six pillar letter-boxes. The line of route upon which they were to

be placed was Ludgate Hill , Fleet Street , Strand and Piccadilly, at

distances of about half a mile apart.

The acquiescence of My Lords was soon noised abroad ; and the

Post Office at once received many suggestions from the public

regarding the form which the boxes should take. Clock towers ,

lamp -posts, distance indicators, were among the various things with

which it was proposed that the letter-box might be combined. The

Department selected , however, an engineer named Cowper to draw

up designs ; and under his supervision the six pillar-boxes, of one of

which we are able to furnish an illustration from a contemporary

print, were cast in iron at the Regent's Canal Iron Works, Eagle

Wharf Road , London .
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In December, 1854, and early in 1855 , the boxes were erected as

follows:

( 1. ) On the north side of Fleet Street , near No. 101 .

( 2. ) On the south side of the Strand , near No. 180.

( 3. ) On the north side of Pall Mall , at the corner of the

Army and Navy Club.

LETTER
S

LETTE
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BOX

POSTOFFICE

LETTERBOX

N ° 2

W
W
.
M
İ
N
A
J
I
N

M
P

LONDON PILLAR LETTER -Box , 1854 .

(4. ) On the north side of Piccadilly, at the corner of Bolton

Street.

( 5. ) At the west corner of Grosvenor Place .

(6. ) Rutland Gate.

This order was not long maintained ; and the positions were altered as

the public needs seemed to demand. For example, No. I was

removed after a short interval to the corner of Farringdon Street .
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The Postmaster-General (the Duke of Argyll) in the Second

Annual Report on the Post Office, namely that for 1855 , stated that

many pillar letter-boxes have been put up, and have been

found to afford much public accommodation . One advantage they

afford is that collections can be made from them at hours when it

would not be reasonable to expect any but regular postmasters to be

on duty. The experimental use of pillar letter-boxes having fully

succeeded , I intend soon largely to increase their number, especially

in London ."

LONDON PILLAR LETTER -Box, 1856 .

The pattern of the boxes cannot well be described as artistic ; and

when , in 1856 , it was found expedient to obtain authority for the

construction of 50 new boxes, the improved and decorative design

shown in our illustration was adopted. The boxes were cast at the

Eagle Foundry at Birmingham . The ornaments were of brass, and

were screwed into position when the main boxes were finished. On

the top of the boxes a compass was inserted , and in the posting
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shoals ;

aperture a Dutch tile was fixed to facilitate the fall of the letters and

to prevent them from adhering to the slide in wet weather. Within

the boxes bags held in position with rings received the letters . The

appearance of the new boxes was received by the public with a burst

of approval.

Eleven of the boxes were despatched to Edinburgh ; and so

enthusiastic were the inhabitants over their new acquisitions that,

although the bags and rings for the interior of the boxes had not been

received by the time the fixtures were completed, and the boxes were,

therefore, not strictly available for posting, letters were posted in

and the postmaster was obliged to cause an officer to make

the rounds with a bag to collect the accumulation . Dublin also received

a share of the new boxes ; and the remainder fell to London. Demands

from all parts of the country now. began to pour in ; and boxes of

different sizes and patterns to meet the varying needs of particular

districts had to be manufactured .

A comparison of the second issue of boxes with those now in use

shows very forcibly that from an artistic point of view we have fallen

from grace ; and the search for compasses, brass ornaments, and Dutch

tiles is a vain one. Nevertheless, it is satisfactory to note that the

up-to -date British pillar box , with its beautiful red coat , occupies no

poor place as regards appearance when placed in competition with its

foreign fellows. R. W. HATSWELL.

S.O.

L
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The Fourth Floor and the Regions

Below .

h
o HE article entitled “ Beneath the Fourth Floor," which

appeared in the last issue of St. Martin's -le-Grand, has

aroused considerable interest in the G.P.O. North , and

afforded no little amusement to the mere men discussed

therein .

Its writer justifies the verdict of the ages and betrays the proverbial

curiosity of her sex in her opening sentence. “ We have often

wondered what they are like , the denizens of the world beneath ,” she

says . “ P.O.B.," therefore , like the lady in the song, will only have

herself to blame if she be disappointed over the unromantic self

revelations with which we haste to make reply. Curiosity once killed

a cat , it is said ; but we sincerely trust that the disillusionment will not

have any such disastrous effects upon “ P.O.B.” At all events we will

try to break matters gently to her.

Apart from feelings of chivalry, it is our bounden duty thus to

gratify the characteristic curiosity of our sister officers, if only as some

small return for the suggestive picture of life on the Fourth Floor, of

which we are given such charming glimpses in the article referred to .

For to speak the plain truth, the instinct of curiosity is not quite

monopolised by the fair sex . The interest in one another has been

mutual, and the males of the A.G.D. have long had a desire “ more

fully to know and understand ” the customs, politics, and tongue of

that sacred and comparatively unknown territory officially designated

the Postal Order Branch . Alas that the veil should now have been

drawn aside when only too late ! By the time these pages see the light

the much dreaded eviction will perhaps have taken place and the scene

of their labours will know our fair sisters no longer. No more will our

jaded minds be inspired anew to resume the struggle with official

documents and red tape ; no more will our weary eyes be refreshed as

we make way for the ladies on the “ Jacob's Ladder of a staircase ”

mentioned by “ P.O.B.” We men -folk, by the bye, gave that same

staircase its name, not because it leads up to our dining club (which

does not rank in our minds as Heaven ! ) , but because of the angels to

be seen ascending and descending thereon. Alas ! and alack ! and
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seems

woe is me, that we shall see them no more ! Weep ye, my brothers,

for truly Romance is dead !

However, like Oberon in the “ Midsummer Night's Dream ,” “ I

know a Bank ! ” — that is to say the building where the Bank used to

be . And after all , it's an ill wind that blows nobody any good ; and

the proposed change may have its advantages. It is not all honey

for the man who is made to work a little lower than the angels ,

especially if they be inclined (as we have sometimes suspected

after reading Aurora Leigh ) to sweep our sex with somewhat

bitter gusts from where they live above us ! This suspicion

now to be justified , for “ P.O.B. ” boldly asserts that

“ observation with occasional sarcastic comment is the fundamental

rule of P.O.B. life ! ” No wonder that our ears burned occasionally,

supposing that the comments made about our dining club in

the article referred to are to be taken as an example of the talent

for sarcasm possessed by the ladies of the P.O.B. ! An outsider

reading some of the remarks might infer that the male staff of the

G.P.O. North do very little work at all , but pass most of their official

existence amongst the baked meats and fleshpots of the Fifth Floor.

“ Constant pilgrimage in that direction,” indeed ! And had our lady

friends nothing more important to do than to watch the weary toilers

climbing the stairs in . quest of a hurried snack of lunch ? Surely,

methinks, it were high time that a change of abode did take place, if

that is how they spent the precious moments which should have been

devoted to the manipulation of Postal Orders.

Our time is almost wholly occupied with official business, but the

needs of the inner man must be satisfied occasionally, in spite of the

pressure of work and our zeal in attending to it . What else could be

expected ?

“ We may live without poetry , music, or art ;

We may live without conscience , and love without heart ;

We may live without friends , we may live without books,

But civilised man cannot live without cooks.

He may live without books : what is knowledge but grieving ?

He may live without hope : what is hope but deceiving ?

He may live without love : what is passion but pining ?

But where is the man who can live without dining ?”

“ Finest eggshell china " and " exquisitely worked five o'clocks ”

forsooth ! Pray, what may such things be like ? The only

“ exquisitely worked five-o'-clocks” of our acquaintance are the

hieroglyphics which serve for signatures in the official attendance book

at that time of day. And what if mirrors do “ reflect upon the Club
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from every side ? ” Why not ? They are no temptation whatever to

its members . We can safely enough be trusted to pass them , though ,

on their own confession, members of the P.O.B. Club could not, and

would not, do so . Before leaving the subject of dining clubs, we are

inclined to make still another sarcastic comment ” of our own ,

relating to glasses of hot milk in between meals ! However, we refrain ,

having no desire to hurt the ladies' feelings.

Instead , we will now proceed to satisfy their curiosity as to what

manner of men we are. Well, dear sisters of the pen , we are, or were

once, human beings , something akin to your own fair selves . Zealous

and industrious as most of us are , there are occasions when we too

long to burst the links of habit and to wander far away beyond the

spreading of this hideous town . Fain would we play the rustic

heathen and free ourselves, if only for a season , from the tyranny of

the office life's dull round of red tape and official precedent. And

who's to blame us ?

“ What man would read and read the selfsame faces,

And like the marbles which the windmill grinds,

Rub smooth forever with the same smooth minds ;

This year retracing last year's, every year's dull traces ,

When there are woods and unmanstified places? ”

And so all of us at some time or other have these longings to

be, as Dryden says,

“ As free as nature first made man ,

When wild in woods the noble savage ran ."

Especially to those of us who are still young do such feelings

come, bringing with them

“ Dreams of brown boglands where the plover's cry ,

Monotonously cutting through the mist,

For ever wanders by,

And heathery hills in haze of amethyst.”

And then , alas ! we awake to the sad reality of things and kick

ourselves all over when we find “ 'twas but a dream !” How we hate

this mad Babylon , cabined , cribbed , confined in which we have

to earn our daily bread . How we long for

“ The silence which is in the starry sky ,

The sleep that is among the lonely hills.”

But , instead of letting us enjoy the beauties of nature amidst the

silence of the glens , stern necessity bids us sit for the greater part of

the year surrounded by the dull roar of the city traffic and extract

what enjoyment we can from piles of registered papers and cash
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accounts. Alas , that “ the wind on the heath ” should call us and we

cannot go !

But , as I have already said , it is chiefly the younger ones amongst

us who are taken like this. Our ranks include all sorts and conditions

of men , some young, some old, and some of uncertain age. We do

not all feel alike, and, as the years that bring the philosophic mind pass

over our heads , some of us gradually become reconciled to the

monotonous routine of office life . Some even seem to love its ways !

What reck they of “ the wind on the heath ” ? They have ears but

cannot hear it , or feel its magic influence — which is perhaps just as

well , considering the stir they create when we younger bloods open a

window to admit a breath or two of ordinary city air !

But a truce to our grumblings and grievances ; is it not owing to

the fact that a greater part of our life is spent in the office that we

enjoy our annual leave so much when it does come round ? What

though the city air does make a very poor substitute for the “ wind on

the heath” ? Let us learn to make the most of the good things we

have got. As Jasper Petulengro says : " there's night and day,

brother, both sweet things ; sun , moon, and stars , brother, all sweet

things ” ; life can still be very sweet to us then , brothers and sisters

both , even in this “ eternal city ” with its crowded streets and

unwholesome Twopenny Tube. Let us, at all events , make the best

of the time of waiting for our annual holiday. And to that end we

wish more power to the elbow of such chiels among us “ takin ' notes,"

as “ P.O.B., ” for thanks to theirefforts our magazines are founded and

supported. We say our magazines advisedly, for “ P.O.B. ” is mis

taken in thinking that the Boomerang is the only organ of its kind.

There are at least two others in the A.G.D. , “ manned (literally)

entirely by branch talent.” Talent or otherwise, perhaps it should be

said , for we must confess that the Boomerang puts both our magazines

into the shade . The expression , “ Place aux dames ,” has in fact

acquired a special significance in this respect, as in other fields of

literature outside our little world :

“ Sae clever noo the dears are gettin '

The lads on ilka hand they're beatin' !

Their bonnie heids are crammed wi ' Latin

And ither lear .

I'll wat the very buiks they're writin '

Gar Auld Nick stare ! ”

The above quotation applies only in a general sense of course,

and we have no wish to infer that the Boomerang is of the “ Sorrows
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of Satan " type. Far from it ; on the contrary ! Neither does its

annual Entertainment concern itself with problem plays, thank

Heaven ! We less enterprising men-folk have no concert of our own

( is it that our official duties require more of our attention ?) , and

many of us have been glad to form part of the delighted audiences

that have witnessed the performances of our sister officers disguised in

Japanese costumes and poke bonnets. We can especially recommend

that part of the Entertainment provided by the efforts of the “ Three

Old Maids ” to stick refractory hatpins into one another's hats and

heads ! Again we wish them more power to their elbows (still

metaphorically ! ) and thank them for many a hearty laugh and pleasant

thought.

It is not to be wondered at , as “ P.O.B. ” says , “ that numerous

Benedicts have found happiness on the Fourth Floor.” We heartily

recommend those of our brother officers who are still single to go

and do likewise , lest they go farther and fare worse, with which sound

piece of advice we will conclude. C. N.
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Some Post Office Reports.

I. - INDIA . 1901-2 .

F all Post Office reports that of India is , perhaps, the most

interesting because of the many touches of local colour

with which , in view of the peculiarity of peoples and

territories it treats upon , its pages are always furnished .

Thus, as usual, we dart from items concerning reductions of postage

and the continuous delivery scheme to plague reports, and thence to

Post Office operations among the troops ( 1 ) enforcing the blockade

against the Mahsud Waziris, and ( 2 ) taking part in the expedition

against the Boxers in China, plunderings of the mails, landslips and

consequent interruptions of the mail service in various parts, census

business, and so on .

The business of the Post Office showed an all-round increase ,

except in regard to unpaid letters and registered newspapers, the

decrease in the former class being without doubt a welcome one .

The following table shows clearly the figures for the year :

Classes of postal articles . 1900-01. 1901-02.

Increase (+ ) Percentage of

increase ( + ) or

decrease (- ). decrease ( - ).

or

Letters - paid

unpaid

registered

. 211,018,910 219,563,062

29,228,913 28,462,364

10,610,342 11,299,071

+8,544,152

- 766,549

+688,729

+4'05

- 2.62

+6 :49

Total letters ... ... 250,858,165 259,324,497 +8,466,332 + 3-37

Postcards . 218,351,317 236,367,534 +18,016,217

Registered Newspapers 32,091,400 31,550,052 -541,348

Book and pattern packets . 28,302,751 29,712,460 +1,409,709

Parcels - registered 2,177,948 2,256,059 +78,111

unregistered 501,161 735,245 +234,084

+8 : 25

- 169

+4:98

+3 59

+46 71

Grand total of all

postal articles ... 532,282,742 559,945,847 +27,663,105 +5920

The increase under the head of post-cards ( 18 millions) far exceeded

the increase under any other class of postal articles .
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The population for which the Indian Post Office caters numbers,

according to the last census , 273,003,038 , of which 15,153,212 only

are literate . It is calculated that during the year the proportion of

post offices and letter-boxes to population was as follows :

Number of Articles
One Post Office Serves One Letter -box Serves

per head of

Population .
Literate

Population.
Population .

Literate

Population.
Population .

Literate

Population .

19,719 1,094 6,386 354 2'05 36-91

The number of letters and post-cards received from the United

Kingdom was 4,707,466 in 1901-02, as compared with 4,271,745 in

the preceding year, while the number of newspapers , &c . , was

7,933,112 , as compared with 7,770,797 in the previous year . The

number of letters and post-cards despatched home was 3,912,481 , as

compared with last year's total of 3,636,207 . The large increases

shown are thought to be due mainly to the fact that, in consequence

of the reduction in the rates of letter postage, large numbers of

circulars, advertisements, and other articles which would otherwise be

sent by book-post , are now sent as letters . The private pictorial

post-card craze , and also the undoubted increase in the number of

letters written compared with what was formerly the case, are also

factors which must be taken into consideration in connection with

the increase.

The total number of foreign parcels despatched during the year

was 161,484 , and the number received was 169,580 , showing

respective increases over the previous year of 11.81 per cent . and

7.94 per cent . It is worthy of note that nearly 61 per cent . of the

whole foreign parcel traffic was with the United Kingdom . The

traffic is , however, not so large as there is room for it to be ; and the

much to be desired increase would , it is thought, take place if India

adopted the cheap and simple scale of parcel rates now in vogue

between so many of the Colonies and the Mother Country.

The value-payable system under which articles may be sent

through the post from retailer to consumer, the consumer paying the

amount of the invoice to the Post Office, which in its turn settles

with the sender, is in great favour ; and the year's work shows an
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increase of 9:13 per cent . in the number of articles sent , 4'54 per

cent . in the value specified for recovery, and 8.96 per cent . in the

commission realised . The system was a few years ago extended to

the relations with Ceylon ; and the marked annual increase in the

traffic which has been the rule has been fully maintained .

Money Order business again shows an increase, the number of

orders issued being 14,107,218 , as compared with 13,420,713 in the

previous year.

The financial results of the year's operations show that the

receipts exceeded the expenditure by Rs.42,77,309 , as compared with

Rs.47,29,313 in the previous year.

II .-CANADA. 1901-02 .

Under the guiding hand of Sir William Mulock the Post Office

is sharing in the general prosperity of this great Colony, whose motto

is progress , and in the past year, after a long series of annual deficits,

has succeeded in turning the corner and producing a balance-sheet

showing a surplus. The following statement of operations since 1896

shows how this end has been gradually attained :

Year. Net Revenue. Expenditure. Deficit. Surplus .

dols . cts , dols . cts . dols. cts. dols . cts.

1896

1897

1898

1899

1900

1901

1902

3,202,938 42 3,789,478 34

3,527,809 69 3,575,411 99

3,182,930 92 3,581,848 71

3,183,984 17 3,645,646 04

3,421,192 193,837,376 18

3,888,126 10 3,883,016 96

781,152 19

586,539 92

47,602 30

398,917 79

461,661 87

416,183 99

5,109 14

The loss of revenue in 1899 and subsequently was caused by the

reduction in the Imperial letter rate from 5 cents to 2 cents, which

went into effect on the 25th of December, 1898, and by the reduction

in the internal letter rates and in the letter rate from Canada to the

L'nited States , which went into effect one week later , namely on the

first of January, 1899 .

During the year 124 new post offices were opened ; and among the

rarious items of increased business stands that of 11 } per cent. in

the number of letters . The actual number of letters dealt with in

excess as compared with the previous year was 21,978,000 .

One of the branches of business in which phenomenal growth has

resulted is that of the sale of postal notes . The system was com

menced in August, 1898 ; and the following statement shows how the
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number of paid notes has gone on increasing month by month until

the close of the year under review :

1898-1899. 1899–1900. 1900-1901. 1901-1902.

.
.
.

.
.
. 65,304

59,127

62,308

75,180

July

August ...

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

2,777

I 2,020

15,168

28,970

57,436

60,313

53,550

60,977

65,320

60,611

54,265

50,153

50,795

52,064

58,807

64,900

75,064

79,903

63,212

74,882

70,552

65,498

63,420

57,924

55,812

55,012

66,530

69,277

92,056

96,254

74,782

84,269

83,294

75,880

66,509

8ο, ΙΙΟ

105,902

108,038

85,741

93,013

102,948

90,338

84,082

471,407 769,250 877,599 1,012,091

As may be supposed , the inauguration of the postal note system

resulted in a decline in the number and value of money orders issued ;

but the lost ground has now been recovered . The records for the year

ended June 30th , 1902 , show that 281,272 more orders, with a value

of $9,437,777 , were issued than in 1898 . The aggregate value of

the orders issued during the year—1,446,129 in number — was

$ 23,549,402'07 , representing an increase over the previous year of

$ 5,593,144'20, an increase greater both in number and amount than

has ever been known in the history of the Department.

Attention was drawn in our review of the Canadian Post Office

Report for the year 1900-01 to the Convention which had been

concluded with the United States , whereby orders drawn in each

country for payment in the other were placed on the same footing as

the ordinary inland orders . The new system is working very satis

factorily, and has resulted in so great a saving of time and of the

expense of maintaining an exchange staff, that negotiations were

opened for extending the system to the exchange between the colony

and Newfoundland and the United Kingdom . Newfoundland

accepted the proposals made ; and the system is now in operation ; but

with the United Kingdom matters have not yet been brought to a

head .
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III .-UNITED STATES, 1901—2 .

As will be seen from the tabular statement given below, the

United States Post Office in the last decade has nearly doubled its

revenue , and has succeeded in reducing by about one-half the deficit

which has, except on a very few occasions, always been a thorn in the

flesh of its successive Postmasters General . There is abundant

evidence on all sides of the prosperity of the American people ; but

the increase of the receipts of the Post Office is a marked attestation

of the fact, and also of the activity of business interests throughout

the States :

Year.

Number

of

offices .

Receipts. Expenditures. Surplus . Deficit.

1792 ...

1802 ...

1812 ...

1822 ...

1832 ...

1842 ...

1852 ...

1862 ...

1872 ...

1882 ...

1892 ...

1902 ...

195 $67,443 $ 54,530 $ 12,913

1,114 327,044 269,866 57,178

2,610 649,208 540,165 109,043

4,709 1,117,490 1,167,572 $ 50,082

9,205 2,258,570 2,266,171 7,601

13,733 4,546,849 5,674,752 1,127,903

20,901 6,925,971 7,108,459 182,488

28,875 8,299,821 II , 125,364 2,825,543

31,863 21,915,426 26,658,192 4,742,766

46,231 41,883,005 40,482,021 1,400,984

67,119 70,930,475 76,980,846 6,050,371

75,924 121,848,047 124,809,217 2,961,170

The present Postmaster-General, unlike the majority of his pre

decessors, is not depressed by the magnitude of the deficit on the

year's working. In his opinion, deficits in the postal service are not

to be viewed with apprehension ; and he lays it down that, whenever

the postal receipts exceed or come near the expenditures, it is the

policy to extend postal facilities and cheapen the cost of the service to

the public . The pursuance of this policy led Congress in the year

1882 , when the receipts exceeded the expenditure by $ 1,400,984 , to

distribute the benefits of the surplus among the people by reducing

postal rates . The result of this action was the recurrence of annual

deficits ; but, although these have proved to be so huge year after year

ever since, the Postmaster-General quite happily ascribes the increase

of business which has taken place concurrently throughout the country

to the cheap postage rates .

There is , perhaps, something to be said in favour of this point of

view ; but it must not be forgotten (and previous American Postmasters
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General were fully alive to the fact) that the cheap rates of postage to

a very great extent have benefited a particular class of the people

only , especially in the case of the ridiculously low i cent per pound

rate for newspapers and periodicals.

The evils to which the lax interpretation of the law concerning

the use of this rate has given rise were referred to at length in our

issue of April, 1902 ; and it is only necessary now to state that ,

during the past year , unremitting efforts have been made to confine

this special mailing privilege, for which the whole body of the people

are so heavily taxed , within its legitimate limits, viz . to genuine news

papers and periodicals. The Third Assistant Postmaster -General

admits, however, that the abuses in this class of mail matter have

grown to be so enormous that the task of reform is heavy enough to

act as a strong deterrent to any action whatever at this late period ;

and he does not anticipate that any permanent effect will be apparent

for some time to come from the corrective measures now being pursued.

The extension of the rural free delivery service has proceeded

apace during the year ; and it is estimated that up to the present date

one-third of the territory recognised as eligible for the free delivery

system is now in enjoyment of the privilege. The public is pressing

with impatient earnestness for the completion of the good work now

so well advanced ; and it is anticipated , if Congress makes the necessary

appropriations, that this will be effected within the next three years .

The rapid extension of the service will of course increase the deficits

during this period ; but from the previous experience of his depart

ment, the Postmaster-General is confident that the revenues in the

rural districts will increase five -fold when the free delivery service has

been fully established therein for a period of two years, and that the

deficits will gradually disappear.

Two important recommendations are made by the Postmaster

General to Congress ; and , as they affect the relations between the

American and British Post Offices, the outcome of them will be of

great interest to the public in the United Kingdom . They relate to

parcel post services , and the reduction of letter postage to foreign

countries. As is well-known , the United States Government recently

concluded a Parcel Post Convention with Germany ; and as this

convention was of the nature of an experiment, being the first con

cluded with any of the principal countries of Europe, negotiations

with other countries for similar agreements including England were

refused. The experience of the American Post Office shows that the

average weight of parcels sent to places outside the States only slightly
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exceeds 31 lb. , and to Germany in particular the average is 23 lb.

In these circumstances, and as in the internal postal service of the

States parcels heavier than 4 lb. are not accepted, the Postmaster

General has come to the conclusion that Parcel Post Conventions

can now be tendered to England , France, Italy and other countries

similar in all respects to that concluded with Germany, with the

exception that the weight of parcels be limited to 4 lb. The scale

of weight now in operation with Germany is the usual one extending

up to ji lb. , but it is recommended that the requisite six months'

notice be given to the German Post Office to reduce the limits of

weight to 4 lb.

So far as the United Kingdom is concerned , the recommendation

creates an extraordinary state of affairs, seeing that, in virtue of a

private arrangement with the American Express Company, the British

public is now in possession of equal privileges with the Germans, and

can send and receive parcels up to 11 lb. in weight to and from any

part of the States. It is difficult therefore to comprehend that the

British Post Office will be prepared to accept any proposal for a

convention for an exchange of parcels up to 4 lb. in weight unless it

also continues its partnership with the Express Company, retaining

thereby for the public the privilege of the 11 lb. limit.

Whether Congress will view with favour the recommendation for the

reduction of the foreign letter postage from 5 cents per } oz. to 2

cents per oz . is not easy to forecast. As regards ourselves , we can

only presume that , in view of our policy of cheapening postage with

the colonies, the United States offer would be accepted if the rate of

postage were levelled down to id. ( 2 cents) per oz . instead of id .

per oz . , and the British Colonies were included in the scheme. But

we cannot think that the same attitude would be taken by, say,

France. The matter would involve for our neighbour a revision not

only of its foreign but of its internal letter postage. At the present

moment a Frenchman must pay 15 centimes (1 d .) for an inland

letter , even if it is only carried from Paris to Versailles ; and it would

hardly be possible to imagine the French public submitting to such an

anomaly as would be created if the United States offer were accepted

and the reform stopped short there. In fact, if either of the great

European Governments is approached by the United States with a

definite proposal for a reduction of the letter rate to 2 cents and it

meets with acceptance, it is safe to say that the dawn of the Universal

Penny Postage Era will have commenced .

The Second Assistant Postmaster-General has devoted attention to

a problem which has for years past been the study of postal experts
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in various countries, namely the provision of an equitable and

universally acceptable means of prepaying the postage of a reply

letter . It is of course even now possible to obtain this end by means

of the open reply letter , or, as it is more commonly called , reply post

card, the international use of which was sanctioned some time back

by the representatives of the countries in the Postal Union . If it is

fair to judge from utterances in the Press and general personal

experience, the public demand for the reply-letter privilege may be

described as lukewarm , at all events in the United Kingdom . The

ordinary letter writer regards the question of the postage on a reply

letter in a “ buy your own cherries " sort of a frame of mind ; but

there can be no doubt that it would be an advantage to possess the

power, if the need arose, of taking in this manner all possible steps to

smooth the way to the due receipt of a reply. Hitherto the various

schemes which have been put forward have been found unworkable ,

principally on financial grounds . As is stated in the report, every

country is disposed to guard jealously its right to receive cash in

advance for the service it undertakes to perform in the transmission

of a letter , especially when that service may involve the payment of

cash to an intermediary for transit charges. The present scheme

requires that every reply -letter shall have upon it the stamp of the

country in which it is posted, and yet a stamp that may be conveniently

paid for in the country which has invited the reply.

It is proposed that each country shall prepare and sell special

Government envelopes of light weight and good quality, to be entitled

" international reply postage envelopes," to be sold for 10 cents , or

5d . , each , having one 5 -cent stamp, or its equivalent, embossed on

the upper right-hand corner, to be cancelled when posted, and a

similar stamp on the left of the envelope to remain uncancelled, the

first-named stamp to pay outward postage , half-ounce weight , the last

named to render the envelope, when relieved of its enclosure, valid

for the purchase of a reply stamp of like value at any post office in

the country of destination , postmasters to be instructed to take credit

for these envelopes in their stamp account and to forward them to the

central office to be redeemed for cash by the country of origin in

accounts between the two countries .

The question of introducing some such plan as that outlined

above is certain to be brought up for discussion at the next Postal

Congress, to be held at Rome in 1904 ; and the author of the scheme

suggests that one or more countries be requested to agree to test the

plan in advance in conjunction with the United States , which strikes

us as being a very businesslike way of dealing with the matter.
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About our Postmen.

A

Tall seasons the postman is a familiar and favourite

figure in the community, and there is probably no body

of men with whom the public are more in sympathy, or

in whom they take more interest. This no doubt arises

from the fact that we depend so much upon them for the prompt and

proper delivery of our correspondence, and that their duties are well

understood by the people who can appreciate the difficulties, fatigues ,

and hardships that are often the accompaniment of the postman's

apparently simple work . Taken as a body , too, they are well-behaved ,

smart, and honest. And very much depends on the latter qualifica

tion, which the public are not slow to recognise and appreciate, for of

all annoyances, the mis -carriage of an expected postal missive is not

among the least . Familiar as we are , however, with the postman from

an external point of view , but little is known of his general official

career. A few words thereanent, therefore, may be not without

interest.

The number of postmen employed at the present time is very

considerable and would form a respectable army. The exact number

I am not in a position to give. They are divided into various classes

and grades with varying scales .
There are London postmen ,

provincial town postmen, sub -office postmen , rural postmen ,

assistant postmen , and auxiliary postmen . The men on these classes

are again divided into established and unestablished officers. An

established officer of course holds a permanent situation , devotes the

whole of his time to the Post Office service , enjoys an annual holiday,

has pay during sick absence, and receives a pension on retiring from

the service, on the usual conditions . The unestablished officers,

composed for the most part of assistant postmen and auxiliaries, do

not enjoy the same privileges, though they now receive far better treat

ment than they did at one time . Their situations are not permanent,

and they are not entitled to pensions. Formerly, they received neither

holidays nor pay during sick absence , but their position has been

greatly improved of late years. It was Mr. Fawcett who in 1882

obtained for them a week's annual holiday , which period has since

been increased to 12 days, and they also now receive a certain

proportion of pay when absent through illness.
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The «

The auxiliary postmen are a numerous body, and are men who do

not give their whole time to the Post Office service , but pursue some

other avocation as well . They are, I believe, largely engaged in

sedentary occupations, such as tailoring , shoemaking, etc. , and are

glad to secure this extra duty on account of its healthy nature, its

certainty, and also the position it tends to place them in to increase

their own private business . The auxiliaries are generally employed

for two or three hours in the morning to assist the established post

men with the first delivery, which is always the heaviest, and it seems

they are mostly intrusted with the furthermost and consequently

lightest part of the duties—that is to say, they have more walking and

fewer letters . The maximum period of employment of an auxiliary is

five hours , and if he is employed for as many as three hours he is

entitled to a uniform .

Another class of auxiliary postmen are termed “ assistant post

men ” and enjoy a better status. They are selected from the senior

telegraph messengers and ex-army and navy men to be employed for

about 6 hours a day, and are ultimately, within three or four years ,

drafted into the permanent establishment.

rural postmen ” is a large class, whose duties are some

what more varied than those of the town and sub -office postmen .

These men , who are frequently mounted, have to penetrate into the

outlying and sparsely populated villages and hamlets, where as a rule

there is but one delivery in the day, and their “ walks” are so long as

generally to occupy that period. The limits laid down for a rural

postman's walk are an average of 16 miles a day, with 18 miles as the

maximum . The rural postman starts from the post office to which

he is attached at a very early hour in the morning, winter and summer

alike , and the many weary miles he has to trudge before he gets to

the end of his walk makes an early start necessary, if the deliveries

are to be completed in anything like good time. But the rural postman

does much more than merely deliver letters ; he may, indeed , be said

to be a kind of walking post office, for he sells stamps, receives letters

for posting, taking even registered letters , and in some cases sells

postal orders . His duties in other respects are much the same as

those of other postmen , but formerly there were certain exceptions,

as , for example, he was not required to deliver his letters , in every

case, at the house to which they were addressed but could deliver

them to the addressees if personally known to him on any part of his

walk. In some remote primitive little places there used to be one

recognised place of deposit to which the inhabitants eagerly repaired
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each day to fetch any letters that might be lying there for them .

The sound of a horn , loudly blown by the postman , was the signal

that the letters for the day had arrived . But this interesting practice

has been almost wiped out by the extension in recent years of the

rural posts, whereby the house to house delivery of letters throughout

the United Kingdom has become virtually an accomplished fact .

The horn or whistle, however, still remains an indispensable part of

the rural postman's equipment, and he is required to blow loudly in

every village or other place where he delivers or collects letters ,

especially on his return journey, to let the people know of his coming.

The practice forms quite a picturesque and interesting feature of each

day's proceedings in these quiet rural districts , and the excitement

and commotion it causes among the rural folk are a sight to behold .

As regards the town and sub -office postman it may be noted that

his work does not begin and end with the simple delivery of letters.

Each postman has a certain “ walk ," and when he comes on duty in

the morning he has to sort the bundle of letters , postcards , news

papers, etc. , which are handed to him into such order as shall

minimize delay in delivering the missives . At post offices of any

consequence there is a room set apart for this purpose which is

termed the “ postmen's room ," and the sorting usually occupies about

an hour. The postmen's “walks" are generally arranged so as ,

without unduly favouring any person or locality, to ensure an early

delivery to the more important portions of the town , and a delivery in

every portion of it with the least possible delay. The postmen are

required to deliver their letters as quickly as possible , and are also

required to collect letters from receiving office and wall or pillar

boxes at the appointed times, and on return to the office to hand

over any letters they may have been unable to deliver, to each of which

they must affix their initials , and also to pay over the postage they may

have collected during the delivery. It may be mentioned in connection

with postmen's duties that an interesting feature is to be found in

some large postal districts in which all the deliveries are made from

the chief post office, where the men are driven out on cars to the

commencing points of their walks . Such, for example, is the case at

Edinburgh, where at certain times of the day several of these cars, or

accelerators , as they are termed , filled with postmen , start off from the

General Post Office in various directions , and as each postman arrives

at the confines of his walk he quietly drops out of the car and pursues

his work of delivery. The object of course is to save time, and in

this the method well serves its object .

M
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As regards the pay of postmen , I do not think it is necessary to

go into detail , or to say more than that in London and the provinces

the scales of pay vary from minima of 16s . , 17., and 18s. a week by

Is. 6d . a week increment annually to various maxima, according to

class, the highest maximum in London being 345. a week and in the

provinces 3os . Rural postmen receive slightly lower rates, as do also

the assistant postmen and auxiliaries . But the postmen have certain

emoluments in addition to their ordinary pay. For every five years

of unblemished service a postman receives a stripe , which carries with

it pay of is. a week. A postman can receive six such stripes, so that if

the maximum of his scale be 305. a week and he has six stripes he would

receive total pay of 365. a week . Auxiliary postmen are not entitled to

stripe awards, but their service counts as half time to an award should

they get placed on a stripe bearing class. Stripes are given as a

reward for good conduct , and conversely they are forfeited for any

serious misconduct . The system of stripes has worked well and is

valued by the postmen, and to the public it is a clear and visible

indication of the length of service and the good conduct of its officials.

Besides his pay a postman also has his uniform given to him .

believe that a postman receives a summer coat and waist -coat, and

a pair of trousers once a year ; a summer helmet once in two years ;

a winter coat , waist-coat, pair of trousers and shako and cover once a

year ; an overcoat and a waterproof cape once in two years ; a pair of

leggings and a belt once in every three years ; and a guinea a year as

an allowance in aid of boots. It will be seen that in the matter of

clothing the postman does not fare badly, and in this respect compares

very favourably with Tommy Atkins . In speaking of the pay of the

postman the Christmas box , which everyone most cheerfully gives,

must not be forgotten , as it often makes a substantial addition to

his income. Altogether the pay of the postman compares very

favourably with the pay for other unskilled labour, but on the other

hand it should be borne in mind that a postman's duty involves

considerable responsibility, and much temptation to dishonesty from

which other unskilled labour is free, so that on the whole he cannot

be said to be over-paid.

It may be briefly stated that a postman receives his appointment

by nomination and the obtaining of a Civil Service certificate, the

limits of age for admission varying from 18 to 40 years.

The rules with regard to postmen whilst on duty are necessarily

stringent , and it may be interesting to quote one or two, as people are

sometimes apt , unwittingly, to endeavour to cause a postman to break
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one or other of his regulations in their anxiety to get a letter, catch a

mail, or for some other equally important reason . Thus a postman when

he has once started on his walk must not go to his own house or to

any other except to deliver a letter ; he must not smoke ; he must not

deliver letters to owners in the streets , but only at the houses to

which they are addressed ; he must not put letters under doors , even

if asked to do so ; he must not take letters from the public for

registration ; must carry no other missives than those that have been

regularly posted ; must not act as a newsagent ; must not borrow

money from persons on his walk ; must not agitate or help any agita

tion for a discontinuance of Sunday work ; and he must not in any

way be connected with a public-house or inn . Truly a formidable list

of rules to be observed . But the postal system of this country would

never be so excellent as it is were our postmen not thoroughly upright,

and strictly impartial, as well as prompt and efficient; and it is well

therefore that they should be surrounded with rules, the infraction of

which in all cases entails heavy penalties, and in not a few dismissal.

ARCHIBALD GRANGER BOWIE.

A. G. D.
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The Whitehaven Sorting Tender

in a Gale.

on

WN

HEN the Mail Train left Carnforth at 4.30 a.m.

Friday morning the 27th of February for Clverston ,

Barrow, Whitehaven , and the Furness District , none of

the passengers had any idea of the terrible experience

through which they were so soon to pass . On the up journey

the previous night, there was nothing to indicate the approach of a

storm , the mail arriving at Carnforth punctually. Within a few

hours of midnight , however, the wind attained an unusual velocity

( the anemometer at times recording 120 miles an hour), and was

accompanied by a heavy downfall of rain .

The journey on the Furness Railway during the summer months

is one to be enjoyed , as the line passes through some of the finest

and most delightful scenery in the North of England, having the

English mountains on the one hand and the sea coast on the other .

In winter, however, the open sea coast affords no shelter against

westerly and south westerly storms; and the journey is consequently

often cold and unpleasant.

On this particular morning, very soon after leaving Carnforth, it

was apparent that a storm of exceptional violence was raging. When

the open coast between Silverdale and Arnside was approached, the

force of the wind was terrific ; and it was not long before the train

was in difficulties. Within ten minutes after leaving the starting

point, broken telegraph wires were rattling against the carriages ,

and after having almost enveloped the engine brought the train to a

standstill . The work of disentangling the wires occupied a con

siderable time, some having to be cut away ; and I mentally remarked

upon the quantity of work that would be in store for the Engineering

Branches of the Post Office and Railway Company.

After a delay of about half an hour, the wires were cleared ; and

the train was able to proceed. Passing through Arnside we crossed

the viaduct bridging the River Kent , which is over four hundred

yards in length , to the first scheduled stopping place — Grange-over

Sands. All then went well until we approached Cark-in -Cartmel,

where it appeared necessary for the driver to proceed slowly and

feel his way very carefully. The train ran through Cark station and

past the signal cabin ; and it seemed that all was right ahead .

About midway between Cark and Ulverston another viaduct occurs
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of about 290 yards in length . It spans the estuary of the River

Leven , which flows from Lake Windermere into Morecambe Bay.

The telegraph wires connecting places on the north west coast

and the Isle of Man with Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds and the

south of England are carried across this bridge ; and the storm had

played sad havoc with them.

Soon after entering the viaduct , the engine again became

entangled in loose wires, some of which cut the pipe of the vacuum

brake , and brought the train to a sudden stop almost in the middle

of the viaduct. The next moment a terrific gust of wind, of the full

strength of a hurricane, caught the train and , with the exception of

the engine, bodily overturned it on to the up road . I had been

standing at a fixed sorting desk with forward mail bags piled around

me ; and as the carriage tilted upwards I was pitched about three

yards into the forepart of it , which was, fortunately for me, well

padded . To this circumstance I no doubt owe my escape from

serious injury. As the carriage settled down , I rolled underneath

the desk at which I had been sorting ; and the nearer bags jammed

me in . The bags which had originally been at the extreme end of

the carriage now occupied a corresponding place at the opposite end .

My feelings at the moment are difficult to describe ; but I must say

that it seemed as if the last hour had come. The uncertainty of the

exact position was fearful ; and there was the dread that at any minute

the train might topple over into the raging waters. I got rid of my

encumbrances as soon as possible, and pulled myself out of what was

an uncomfortable position , profoundly thankful to find I was able to

move about. I climbed upward to the door of the carriage, and

opened the window only to be met with a blinding rush of rain and

wind . I saw nevertheless that the train was resting on the up line ;

but I could not ascertain the extent of the damage.
There were

cries of injured people ; and it was therefore certain that some of

the passengers had fared worse than I had done.

It was not easy to decide what to do at such a moment ; but as

the carriage was swaying considerably I concluded that it would be

safer to be outside, and locking up my valuables, put on my overcoat

and prepared to get out. This was not by any means an easy matter.

The wind was tremendous, with rain pouring in torrents ; and it was

intensely dark . I grasped the first thing that was handy (and it was

necessary to grip hard) , and began my descent . I was not sure

whether the footway of the viaduct was open or not ; and I felt the

necessity of exercising extreme care in obtaining a foothold before
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relinquishing my support. Upon lowering myself from the ironwork

of the apparatus, I was relieved to find my feet on solid ground ; and

holding fast to the rails I made my way to the engine. At an ordinary

time I should have been more considerate of my clothing ; but I now

clambered amongst dirt and grease without a thought but of reaching

safety. At the engine I found the driver at his post ; and he assisted

me up. The fireman had gone for assistance, and I learned afterwards

that he had had to abandon his lamp and creep along holding on to

the rails with all his power.

Several other male passengers now began to approach the engine

as I had done ; and those who were able to do so assisted the less

fortunate ones and brought the women and injured to the lee side of

the engine for shelter. After everybody had been removed from the

carriages , a group was formed with the women inside and the men

outside ; and the whole party crept along for a distance of 150 yards

holding to each other and with the outsiders grasping the rails . It

was a very fatiguing and dangerous undertaking, which tried everyone ,

especially the ladies , who, to their credit be it said , displayed great

courage under exceptionally severe circumstances.

The wounded were taken to a platelayer's cottage at the end of

the viaduct, where they found shelter, and later on were attended by

two doctors who arrived from Ulverston by the first relief train . This

train soon took the other passengers on to Ulverston , where refresh

ments were to be had . My mail was on the viaduct ;and a considerable

amount of correspondence was lying loose in the boxes , and , although

the thought of refreshments was tempting, I had perforce to let my

companions depart without me.

The driver had stuck to his engine ; and it occurred to me Imight

as well go and keep him company. I therefore worked my way back

to the overturned carriages , and on arriving was comforted by the

driver's remark that we should be all right if the bridge would hold !

I wondered if there could be any doubt of that ; and a host of other

thoughts, which I need not specify here, passed through my mind.

My friend was feeling anxious about the water in the engine tank .

There had been a large fire ; and the water in the boiler was getting

less , and had to be replenished several times during our wait for

daylight . When daylight did appear the relief gang could do nothing ,

as the viaduct was swept by the gale with such force that it was

impossible to put the relief train on to the viaduct near enough to do

anything ; and it was not until nearly ten o'clock that the first attempt

was made. Previous to this I had been found by some members of

the Ulverston staff, who had arrived by one of the relief trains,



THE WHITEHAVEN SORTING TENDER IN A GALE. 173

and had made their way down the viaduct holding by the rails in

proper fashion .

It seemed probable that the mails would have to be transferred ;

and so with the aid of these friends I boarded my forsaken carriage

and proceeded to bag off all loose correspondence. Had I known

what I know now I should have tied the loose letters carefully together

and so saved myself the labour of going through them again . The

carriage was anything but steady ; and everything was placed in the

bags pell mell. Then we climbed out and returned to the shelter of

the engine to wait for the relief gang. When the men were able to

get to the train , they found that it was impracticable to transfer the

mails owing to the high wind, and at once set to work to put my

carriage, which was next to the engine, back on the rails . I need not

describe how this was done : it was a wonderful piece of work. It is

perhaps enough to say that the sorting tender was put on the rails at

11.20 a.m., and very soon afterwards was slowly drawn away to a place

of safety

The journey home had to be slower than usual, as it was not at

all likely that station messengers would still be waiting by the side of

the apparatus nets. Extra stops were therefore necessary ; and it was

not until 2.15 p.m. that Whitehaven was reached—71 hours late .

Owing to the complete breakdown of the telegraph wires, no

information respecting the train had been obtainable here ; and all

sorts of rumours had been afloat. One report had it that the storm

had washed the foundation from under the line (which has happened

before ), and there were others equally wide of the mark.
Serious as

the accident was the elements of a far more serious calamity had

been present. If the train had been on the other line, nothing could

have prevented it from going over into the waters of Morecambe

Bay, in which case I should probably not have been in a position to

accede to the request for an account of my experiences .

Personally, I feel very grateful to the kind Providence who watched

over me on the morning of the 27th of February, 1903 .

Whitehaven . Albert McCuTCHEN .

HTMLTFIT

THE OVERTURNED MAIL TRAIN ON THE LEVEN VIADUCT .
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[We draw no hard and fast line as to the kind of books we notice,

but, of course , we give the preference to those written by

Civil Servants .]

OLD FALMOUTH : THE STORY OF THE TOWN FROM THE DAYS OF THE

KILLIGREWS TO THE EARLIEST PART OF THE 19TH CENTURY.

By Susan E. Gay. London : Headley Brothers, 14 , Bishops

gate Street Without, E.C. 1903

“ I SHOULD add that this little work is simply a Collectanea, and has

no greater pretension ." So writes modestly the authoress of this book,

which , by the way, is not little but a volume of more than average

size, and her words are a very accurate description of her work .

But the value of her labours is not in any sense diminished by such a

confession , because in all books of this description the raw material

is what the reader wants. The reader is necessarily a man interested

in Falmouth , and even names and dates are full of meaning to him ;

to anybody, on the other hand , not interested in the town , the volume

will doubtless prove rather stiff reading. Still the chapters on “ The

Days of the Old Packet Service ” will interest all Post Office readers,

and the fact that the authoress is a grand-daughter of the last Agent

of the Packets, and a daughter of William Gay, some time Surveyor

of South Scotland, who died in 1868 , will induce many of our readers

to read her book. She has many wise things, from her detached

position, to say of the service, and in the appendix she writes short

notices of her father and grandfather which are appreciative without

being, as they well might be , unduly laudatory. She speaks

sympathetically of the overworked condition of many postal

employés, and there is a note of tragedy in her simple statement

respecting her father, who died at the age of 55 , “ I think he

worked too hard . ” And in another place she says, “ If I may refer

critically to a government department , which of all others is the

people's friend , I should say that every office should be managed

by a staff at least equal to the average amount of work and not the
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minimum ." Here is a confession of her father's which ought to

please our lady readers : “ My best men are the postmistresses."

Miss Gay gives interesting reminiscences of Anthony Trollope. “ No

more repose was left in the house when he awoke in the morning .

Doors slammed, footsteps resounded , and a general whirlwind arose

as he came to and returned from his bath , or walked out in the garden ,

and from that time until nightfall he was as busy as a man could be .

He had a scorn of everything in the way of pretension-even of

justice to time-honoured institutions—and slurred over his family

history and belittled the service ' right royally . ' Post Office ' - he

always omitted the ' General' or departmental style and title_he

would write with a little ' p ' and a little ' o ' as though it were a

village sub -office retailing stamps with tobacco and onions , and I

remarked on this one day to his brother- in -law, Sir John Tilley, who

responded by a hearty laugh .” There are also some interesting

reminiscences by Mr. Newbery Cox, who for forty years was Post

master of Falmouth.

We have naturally emphasised the Post Office interest of the book ,

but this is only our little way. The volume concerns itself mainly

with the story of Falmouth, and Miss Gay has certainly collected a

wonderful variety of information and anecdotes relating to the old

town . “ Cornishmen ,” she says, “ entertain very literal views con

cerning the interpretation of Scripture. ” And she tells the story of a

Cornishman who had to undergo an operation which deprived him

of some of his toes . “ Carefully collecting the amputated portions of

his frame, he had them deposited in the churchyard (in consecrated

ground) in preparation for the general resurrection . Said he, ‘ I

couldn't appear before the Lord with no toeses . '

Falmouth is a town that has seen better days . The American

liner scorns her somewhat shallow waters and her snug out of the

main track " position, and she holds no longer the position of a great

mail packet station . And now she wants to take in boarders to add

to her small income. In other words, she aspires to be a summer

and winter resort for holiday makers. Poor Falmouth ! But she

has glorious memories of which nobody can rob her, and Miss Gay

has done a good work by her faithful and interesting record ,

COACHING DAYS AND COACHING WAYS. By Outram Tristram , with

illustrations by Hugh Thomson and Herbert Railton . London :

Macmillan & Co. Cloth , 2s. net . Leather, limp, 3s. net .

This is one of the most recent additions to Macmillan's Illustrated

Pocket Classics, and it makes a most excellent presentation volume ,
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more especially in the leather binding. In a small volume it describes

what many authors have told us already at great length, and the story

does not seem to lose by compression. The book is divided into

seven chapters , which deal severally with the great coach roads from

London, the Bath , Exeter, Portsmouth , Brighton, Dover, York and

Holyhead Roads . The author gossips pleasantly concerning the

history and romance of each road , of the old mail coach days, and of

their place in English literature . But the especial charm of the work

lies in the illustrations. Hugh Thomson gives us pictures of the life

of the old days, and he has long since shown us how well he realises

the spirit of that time which is little more than a century ago, but is

so remote from us in habits and customs. And Herbert Railton

sketches the old places as they exist to -day. Old inns, corners of

streets , gabled houses, bits of old churches are scattered through the

pages , drawn with fine imagination and delicate fancy. The pictures

have an atmosphere, and in many, one can almost say, the artist has

put his soul. The exquisite beauty of rural England is the impression

left on the reader's mind ; he feels somehow the strength of the

position of the little Englander who finds the mere idea of Empire so

inartistic , so wanting in many of the characteristics which have made

England what she is . The book is one for the Post Office man or

woman to possess : it will keep him or her in touch with the romance

period of the Department's existence . The letter-press is certainly

not equal in excellence to the illustrations; there is a jerkiness , an

inequality in the style , and the conversational tone into which the

author frequently drops is often devoid of literary grace. One can

almost fancy that portions of it were written inside an old mail coach

while it jolted along one of those roads where “ there was but one

passable track on it , and that was less than six feet wide and was

eight inches deep in fluid sludge.” And some excellent portions of

the book might have · been written before dinner, and some, not

excellent , after - after, for instance , " a typical menu, to be dealt with

in twenty minutes :

“ MENU AT THE SUGAR LOAF, DUNSTABLE—A Boiled Round of

Beef : a Roast Loin of Pork : a Roast Aitchbone of Beef : and a

Boiled Hand of Pork with Peas Pudding and Parsnips: a Roast

Goose : and a Boiled Leg of Mutton . "

“ There were such people as trenchermen in the Coaching Days, "

the author adds, and we forgive him his faults of style , for his evident

love of and appreciation of “ old coaching ways."
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TELEGRAPH SWITCHING SYSTEMS. By T. F. Purves, A.I.E.E. ,

Technical Officer, Engineer in Chief's Department , G.P.O.

London : H. Alabaster, Gatehouse & Co. , 4, Ludgate Hill ,
25. net .

The late Henry Ward Beecher prefaced one of his most telling

platform yarns with the observation, " We move in circles. ” The

thought occurs to one in reading Mr. Purves' work , for it would

appear that even in electric telegraphy with its short history as

counted in years, in the matter of switching we have already “ looped

the loop.

It is well-known that the telegraph lines of this country are, as a

general rule, worked as unchangeable units, either direct between

large centres , or with intermediate offices when small towns and

villages have to be served ; and in this respect they differ from

telephone circuits, which are switched through from point to point in

accordance with the demand made upon the exchange operator by

the person originating the call. The system of fixed circuits was,

however, found to be inconvenient in many cases very early in

telegraphic history, and particularly where a large number of small

offices were served from a common centre ; and for the purpose of

reducing the number of instruments at the central office and to

economise in the staff employed , means were devised whereby the

incoming lines could be connected up to any one of a series of

instruments at will . The means employed was the “ Umschalter

or universal switch, which consisted essentially of two series of metal

bars crossing each other at right angles, the lines being connected to

one series and the office instruments to the other. By means of

plugs inserted where the bars crossed , any line could be connected to

any office instrument at will , and the circuit completed . This system

of switching was introduced by the Electric and International

Telegraph Co. about 1854 .

The same system was applied to the needs of private wire

renters by the Post Office in 1874, “ through as well as “ local ”

switching being introduced. By the " through " switching any two

renters served from the same office could be put into communication

without the intervention of the head office instrument, thus avoiding

the operation of " transmission.” The system worked until the year

1884 , when it was superseded by the telephone . From this time for

a number of years “ through ” and “ local ” switching for telegraphic

purposes was abandoned by the British Post Office Telegraph

Department. The abandonment was due rather to the imperfections

of the switch itself than to any other cause,

" 7
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About the year 1890 the necessity of finding some means of

reducing the expense involved in serving small offices on the

fixed line system , each small office or set of offices having its separate

instruments at the head office to which it was attached , again brought

the necessity for local switching to the front, and the result was the

establishment at a number of our larger telegraph centres of what

are termed “ concentrator " switches. The application of the system

to the general telegraphic work of the offices concerned is only

partial , that is to say, that while during the busy hours of the day the

fixed line system was retained, each office or group of offices working

to its separate instrument at the head office, in the evening the

concentrator is resorted to. The offices originating messages are

switched through at the concentrator to a relatively small number of

instruments connected thereto, and thus generally securing a

diminution of the staff required, assuring better control and a

prompter service . This concentrator working has proved very

successful wherever applied.

After describing the Umschalter and concentrator switching

systems in detail , and the Belgium system , in which both " through ”

and " local ” switching are largely resorted to for telegraph purposes,

Mr. Purves devotes the later and larger portion of his book to a

description of the problems involved in arranging a switching system

for the metropolitan offices working into the Central Telegraph

Station in London, and explains in great detail a switch now being

erected for the purpose, and the manner of working intended to be

resorted to . Telegraphically London stands alone. It is by far the

largest centre in the world . It has over 500 district, branch and

sub -offices, 494 of which are served by wire . Most of these offices

work direct into the Central, some share a line with one other office,

and in a few cases only there are three offices on a wire. It therefore

follows that nearly every message originating within the metropolitan

area and intended for an address in the area, if the address is beyond

the delivery of the office of origin , must of necessity be transmitted at

the Central Telegraph Station . As a matter of fact some 27,000

messages per day are so dealt with , corresponding to no less than

54,000 separate transactions in the metropolitan division of the

Central Telegraph Station, thus entailing an enormous amount of

work, and at times considerable delay. An examination of the

circulation of these messages indicated that very few of them could

be dealt with by any practical system of cross connecting lines, and

the result is that relief could only be afforded by a through switching
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arrangement. This was decided upon . Mr. Purves ' explanation of

the details of the switch that has been designed will probably be

somewhat technical for the general reader , though no doubt proving

of very great interest and benefit to those practised hands upon

whom will fall the duty of working the system . To all such the book

can be warmly recommended . Although largely to be described as a

guide for the practical telegraphist, Mr. Purves has introduced so

much matter of a historical and generally descriptive nature as to

recommend the book also to the notice of all who are interested in

the scientific and practical developments of telegraphy.

Since Mr. Purves' book was published a portion of the Central

Telegraph Station switch has been brought into use . It is stated

that the new method of working is so far successful as to promise the

full realisation of the hopes and anticipations of its authors.

The Post OFFICE TELEPHONE Service, an illustrated description

of the Central and other Exchanges in the Metropolitan Area .

London , The Electrician Printing and Publishing Company

Limited , 1903. Price, 2s . net .

UNDER the above title the proprietors of The Electrician have

collected and reprinted several articles that have appeared in the

pages of their newspaper on the London Telephone System of the

Post Office.

These articles are well constructed and readable, and the descrip

tions are not so technical as to form a stumbling-block to the general

reader. The illustrations are good and the paper and printing

excellent . The little work forms a capital example of modern

journalistic enterprise.

CHARACTERISTICS OF ELECTRIC EARTH -CURRENT DISTURBANCES

AND THEIR Origin . By J. E. Taylor, of the Engineer in

Chief's Department, G.P.O. Communicated by Sir Oliver Lodge,
F.R.S. Received December 16 , 1902 ; Read January 22,

1903. (From the proceedings of the Royal Society, Vol. 71. )

The effects of earth currents upon telegraphic signalling, particularly

on long circuits, are well known to all telegraph engineers ; but the

unique opportunities of observing these effects enjoyed by

Mr. Taylor are not given to all members of his profession . In

experimenting upon wireless telegraphy, working with telephone

receivers on lines “ earthed ” at both ends in the sea , he had
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means of distinguishing varieties of disturbances not disclosed by

the ordinary telegraph circuit .

These disturbances , as indicated by the telephone receiver ,

Mr. Taylor classifies as follows :

( 1 ) Uniform flowing or rushing of water : this is usually a day

time disturbance , and is occasionally of considerable vigour.

( 2 ) Intermittent crackling : an accompaniment of other disturb

ances .

(3 ) Bubbling and boiling of water : the usual form of night

fall disturbance , but also frequently occurring in the daytime.

(4) Rocket disturbances. These are peculiar and characteristic ,

having some resemblance to the sound produced by a rocket

rising in the air . They commence with a shrill whistle and

die away in a note of diminishing pitch . They vary in

intensity, but always have a similar duration of from 2 to 4

seconds ; are freely heard at night , and occasionally during

the day.

A final class is ,

( 5 ) Disturbances due to high frequency effects, inaudible on the

telephone, but evidenced on the coherer, magnetic detector,

or other form of Hertzian receiver.

These effects are supposed to be due to electric radiations from

the sun , and the consequent “ ionisation ” of the upper regions of the

atmosphere. They are stronger and occur more frequently in summer

than in winter. They are usually active about the time of evening

twilight . Mr. Taylor discusses the reasons for these variations, and

produces an interesting paper. Its acceptance by the Council of the

Royal Society is a matter upon which we offer him our congratulations.
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Concerning a “ New Inn .”

I isthis vidrenatingelinathan in my choice of holiday resorts.

linked her fortunes with mine these varying moods have been subject

to her veto, and I have seldom been able to act in obedience to

them. All the obedience that is in me has been at the command of

the predominant partner. It is , therefore, fortunate for the easy

working of our partnership that in many directions we possess the

same tastes, and that, as the years go by, even our habits tend to

similarity. And really I do not think, as some scoffers suggest, that

this is entirely due to a surrender on my part all along the line .

Angelina approximates to my point of view constantly, and her

spoken thoughts are not seldom cribbed unblushingly from my

philosophy. For instance, when we started together on the long

path ” she was a complete stranger to the interior of English inns,

and, Bohemian though she professed to be , she preferred,when the

occasion demanded , to avail herself of the opportunities provided by

the Act of Parliament which allows licences to grocers on certain

conditions. But, for my part, I had always an artistic weakness for

the village alehouse or the country inn , and so far from Angelina

having made any effort to compel me to follow her early respectable

example , she has more than approximated to my position. I can

remember an occasion quite earlyin our married life when I entered

a wayside inn in company with her, and the landlord at once came

forward , directing her a private sitting-room . He stared ,

however, in rustic bewilderment when , wavinghim gently aside, she

said quietly, “ Thank you, I prefer the bar.”

At thepresent time if I desire to go to any particular place I do

not waste time in describing to Angelina the natural and architectural

beauties of the district or its life-giving properties. This mode of

procedure would only inspire her to suggest other places with equal

attractions. No ; I tell her in seductive tones that I have heard of a

most delightful inn where they feed you well , where the charges are

reasonable, and the cellar is excellent . Her eyes sparkle , and she

says eagerly, " It sounds exactly the place for a week-end; write at

once and engage rooms ; we are both run down ; we need some

moral and intellectual restorative.” Later on she may look up and
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ask quite casually : “ Whereabouts is this inn ? You mentioned, I

think, the name of the inn but not the place. Is there anything to
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see in the place after dinner ? ” But she scarcely demands an answer

to these questions , because her mind is made up to go to the inn

even if it is situated in a marsh . She is in agreement with my
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philosophy on " the indifference of places” up to a certain point .

She says it depends on the inn .

I have , perhaps, a rather too morbid sympathy with unsuccessful

people and failures generally. They interest me far more than their

opposites do , and , in a similar way, places that have seen better days

or have been disregarded by the advancing wave of civilisation attract

me. This feeling is in my blood , for I was bred in a corner of the

kingdom which possesseda glorious past, wholly out of keeping with

its prosaic present. The feeling of having come down in theworld

possessed the place and gave to its inhabitants a touch of melancholy

that persists, even though in after life they become bishops or His

Majesty's civil servants. Places that the capricious sea has abandoned

to a forlorn fate , which now linger on in single blessedness, forsaken

by the stronger partner who made them glorious , fill me especially

with that sympathy which comes from personal knowledge of the

tragedy implied in such a fate ; and there are no places in the

British Isles where all that this fate means is more vividly realised

than in the two forsaken ports of Rye and Winchelsea . In particular

the sad story of Winchelsea appeals to the melancholy side of my

character. The village as it exists now is still affectionately known to

antiquarians and historians as New Winchelsea, since it only dates

from 1288 , and is , comparatively speaking, quite a modern town.

Old Winchelsea, some distance away, was overwhelmed in a great

storm previous to that date, and the modern city was then built on a

securer site on a sandstone rock 300 feet above the sea which washed

its base on three sides . Planned by Edward I. on the most

elaborate scale , the new port was to be a great city, and one can still

trace in the country immediately surrounding the original plan ; but

the sea which overwhelmed Old Winchelsea straightway began to show

signs of dropping New Winchelsea altogether, and for a number of

years the ancientrecords are full of the struggles of the inhabitants to

resist their inevitable fate . Like aggrieved postal servants they even

sent up petitions to the authorities for some improvement in their

prospects; they had reached their maximum , and were not yet

reconciled to being regarded as “ old crocks" or " permanently passed

over ," and the short but hopeless answer written across one of these

memorials, " Nothing can be done, ” is in the style of a modern

Postmaster-General. Queen Elizabeth , who visited the declining

town, is said to have suggested gaily to the inhabitants who

approached her on the subject, that there seemed nothing else to be

done but to persuade the sea to return , and as an earnest of her good

wishes she gave them a fresh charter. This is what would be called

in the service re - classification without improvement of prospects , and

Winchelsea, even with the new charter, went on declining. Since

Elizabeth's day the sea has gone farther and farther away, and the

town with magnificent prospects has become a quiet country village .

But she is a beautiful village , a village with an atmosphere of her own ,

charged with the associations of her past, with her story written in all

her stones, and with the cause of her decline and fall always before

N
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her eyes. The distant line of blue sea separated from you by the

salt marshes , and the still increasing bank of shingle, forbid

Winchelsea ever to forget the origin of her misfortunes. She seems

to live in a sort of dreamland . The air of quiet dreamy repose, the

old , old houses, the fragment of cathedral , the disused streets, and

the old trees, fit in with the mood of a man who is half a dreamer ;

and I am devoted to Winchelsea.

Angelina resents my devotion to ruins and failures ; she seems to

regard it as a sort of reflection on herself that she should be the

chosen mate of a man with such depressing tastes, and so when 1

first thought of introducing her to Winchelsea, I prudently kept the

story of the town in the background. I merely mentioned the

existence of “ The New Inn ,” which I told her I had heard well

WINCHELSEA CHURCH .

spoken of, and Angelina thinking that the name guaranteed “ up-to

dateness ,” with serviettes and finger glasses, at once was taken with

the idea . New York is no doubt rapidly becoming a city with a

history, longer than her title implies, but I should say that " The New

Inn," Winchelsea, must be older than New York. For the word

“ new ” is, of course, only comparative. There is another inn in

Winchelsea which is older, but all this I hid from Angelina. And it

was not until we drove up to the entrance in a dilapidated fly which

was probably among the salvage of Old Winchelsea that she realised

that a " new inn , ” like a " new woman,” may have a great deal of the

ancient article still left in its composition. Finger glasses indeed

were absent , but Angelina never so much as mentioned the

omission , so impressed was she with the more substantial glories of

the inn . Accustomed as she is to half -crown restaurant dinners, with

little odds and ends of cooked morsels for courses , she was eloquent

over the huge joints, the tremendous loaves , the big slabs of butter,

the mountains of cheese, the great tankards of ale which were put

before us at every meal. For a place that is run down , like a man
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in a similar condition, needs a lot of keeping up, and though the sea

has left Winchelsea he constantly sends his old love wireless messages

in the shape of most appetising breezes .

From the bow window of our private sitting -room on the first

floor, we see practically the whole of Winchelsea . It is the best

window in the village , everybody says . Right in front of us is the

beautiful bit of a church with a clock in the stunted tower, which in a

soft melancholy voice just mentions the hours. At the end of the

street facing us is the Strand Gate, through which one would never be

astonished to see enter a gay cavalcade of knights in armour. And

away over the marshes are the sea and the ships of the Channel.

One can sit in an armchair in the window and dream , and imagine,

and observe the whole day and never be dull. Moreover, all the life

of the little place passes the window . You can watch the postman

going hisrounds all over the village , following habitually a most erratic

and peculiar course, so much so that you can never be certain at what

stage of the journey he will decide to visit “ The New Inn .” He

seems to approach it from a fresh corner every day. I think he sorts

the letters alphabetically, and not according to the houses to which

they are addressed , and this accounts for the necessity he seems to

feel to cover constantly the same ground so many times. It is pleasant

also to listen to the voices in the street , to little snatches of con

versation from passing travellers. At our corner is a finger post, pointing

one way“ To Rye,” the other “ To Hastings,” and all strangers modify

their travelling arrangements at the sight of this post. A pretty girl

and a young man ride up the hill towards us on bicycles. The girl calls

out to the young man , “ Here is a finger post ; you can find out our way

from it. ” And the young man, full of the glory of the present hour,

answers quickly back , “ Don't want to knowmyway ; I want to get lost .”

And Angelina and I look and laugh at each other . Is it so very long

ago that we too scorned the aid of finger posts ? Surely not, else had

we not warmed so towards this vagrant lover.

The nouveaux riches pass the inn on their motor-cars occasionally,

and if they call at the inn while we are at dinner there is much stir in

the place, and for the time being, our table is denuded of the big

joint and the Matterhorn of a cheese , so that a bigger show may be

made downstairs. But these gentry only pass through Winchelsea ;

they sample the inn and pass on . I heard one of them say to his

driver as he was mounting his car after lunch ,“ Anything to be seen in

this place, John ? ” “ Yes, sir,” said John, who had been conscien

tiously doing the place while his master fed , “ it's what I should call

antique ; in parts quite antique.” “ How interesting !” said the master ,

and then in the same breath , “" Ready ; Grand Hotel , Hastings, next

stop .” And he goes swiftly to his own place, and we are left in our

window in this village of dreams . As the motors rush through

Winchelsea “ Obermann Once More," comes to one's memory :

" The East bow'd low before the blast

In patient , deep disdain ;

She let the legions thunder past ,

And plunged in thought again . "
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For “ East” read " Winchelsea ,” and for “ legions ” read “ motors.”

I have not yet answered Angelina's question, “ What is there to

be seen in the place after dinner ? ” Now as the village itself can be

done from the window , the best answer I can perhaps give is , “Go to

Rye.” Rye is only two miles distant, and in artistic and historical

interest is only second to Winchelsea. Rye is, perhaps, most pic

turesque from the outside, and from a little distance away. Her grey

square towered old church rising from a forest of red roofs and chimneys,

closely packed together on the sides of the hill , is best seen in certain

lightsand about a mile from the town . To appreciate Winchelsea, on

the other hand, you must see her from the inside ; you cannot under

Rye .

stand her unless you breathe in her atmosphere. Rye has a commercial

life of her own to -day. She is, at certain hours , quite a busy little

town , and it is only in her old church , along her narrow thoroughfares,

and by the side of her gabled houses that you feel the past in her life.

If you have stayed any time in Winchelsea you do not want to remain

long in Rye ; the place is too much a compromise between past and

present ; her hymns are " ancient and modern ; ” she somehow is not

wholly satisfactory as a dwelling place , and your most lasting impres

sion of her will be the view of her tower and roofs that you obtain

along the straight, white road by which, when the sun is setting, you

return to Winchelsea. There is then on Rye a veritable rose-glow,

and the picture lives long in the memory. She is , in certain moods,
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a fascinating old town, but for all that there is a pettiness about her

modern side that vitiates her atmosphere. And on your return

journey, as you enter again the Strand Gate, Winchelsea, you feel

once more completely in dreamland . Here are no “ Hymns ancient

and modern ;" it is the “ Book of Psalms ” pure and simple. The

most modern institution in Winchelsea is Mr. F. A. Inderwick, K.C. ,

mayor of this unreformed corporation, who forgets in theatmosphere

of the place the unsavoury associations of the Divorce Court . The

most up -to-date institution in Rye is Mr. Henry James , who weaves

his intricate human problems in the complex life of the little place.

And there is so much " modernity ” about Rye that she is actually

capable of achieving a great Liberal victory . That at least could

THE YPRES TOWER, RYE .

never be suspected of Winchelsea unless the Liberal candidate could

promise the inhabitants that “ the flowing tide” included the English

Channel as well as the Newcastle Programme.

When you have seen Rye there are the flat, sheep-dotted salt

marshes in which to work up an appetite. Marshes are , perhaps, an

acquired taste, or they need some affinity in the visitor for their

peculiar characteristics. But I am a true “ son of the marshes ; "

they formed the only landscape that I was acquainted with during my

early years , and when I now walk across them , that curious , sub

conscious self within me is stirred , and all sorts of forgotten thoughts

and old associations awaken to life. Apart from this consideration,

every artist knows the subtle charm of the marshes. A Londoner

begins to be conscious of the existence of sky ; it seems all sky here,

and it is an infinite sky, not a roof of low cloud and atmospheric

density. To walk here “ is to feel the visitings of a larger, purer
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air, and the peace of an unfathomable sky.” There is a line of

Wordsworth's :

“ But in the mountains did he feel his faith ,”

and one is half conscious that the poet thought that the Low

Countries were not holy places. I heard a story in Winchelsea which

I will set against Wordsworth's philosophy. A friend who is an habitué

at Winchelsea and knows most of its inhabitants, was staying at our

inn, and he pointed out to me an old man of 94 years who was one

of the characters of the place. The old man still walked miles about

the marshes looking after the sheep which he owned .
He told my

friend that he enjoyed excellent health, except that at times he was

subject to faintness and giddiness . My friend said to him , “ Are not

you frightened sometimes in the marshes when you are all alone ?

What would you do if you suddenly felt faint there with nobody to

CAMBER CASTLE .

help you ? ” The old man looked genuinely surprised at such a

question . “ What would I do ? ” he said , musingly, “ What would I

do ? ” I should only say, “ Lord if Thou wilt , now take me," and he

spoke with no suspicion of self-righteousness or unctuousness ; the

language to him was natural and inevitable. “ But in the marshes

did he feel his faith .” I think this is a very pretty story.

Winchelsea at night makes no effort to fight against the stars in

their courses. She accepts the fact that night is a synonym for

darkness, and on moonless nights this can almost be felt . One

picks one's way by the aid of distant lights, by the lights flashing from

Cape Grisnez and Dungeness, by the little milky way of Rye, by the

lights from the “ New Inn ” windows . The unreformed corporation

of Winchelsea gives the night traveller no assistance. And at night,

if the darkness can be felt, the silence almost stuns one. The church

clock is the only voice one hears , save when on very stormy nights the

sound of distant breakers can be distinguished. Now , how was it
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possible in the eyes of all who know her, that Angelina, who loves

Charing Cross and the slope of Piccadilly, could have stayed in such

a place ? But Angelina, herself, smiles at the ignorance of her

character implied in such a question . She says , simply, " You see ,

I was staying at The New Inn . ” E. B.

42 ST
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To the CPO,a merry Xmas and apologies for my bed wailing

یل.

This is a sketch of the address side of a cardposted at Oldham during the
Christmas season .

The “ Blind " expert at Oldham furnished the address as

" Mr. F. Taylor, 42, Landseer Street, Oldham ," and the card was correctly

lelivered at that address in ordinary course within two hours of being posted.

We are indebted for the card to Mr. John Eaton of Oldham Post Office.
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Postage of Periodical Publications.

N our last number we printed the reply which the Postmaster

General made to the deputation from magazine publishers ,

asking for preferential postage rates for periodicals generally-other

than registered newspapers . Below we reprint the letter in which the

official decision on the subject has been communicated to the London
Chamber of Commerce.

There seems some reason to believe that this important pro

nouncement upon a matter of postal policy which has been considered

over and over again during the last thirty years will be accepted as

final, and that the energies of the members of the deputation,

abandoning the attempt to send the Post Office Directory, Bradshaw,

the Stores Catalogue, and similar “ periodicals ” for the nimble half

penny, will be directed towards obtaining the “ increase of weight

transmitted for a penny ” which the answer waves before their

expectant eyes.

General Post Office, London,

uth February, 1903 .

Sir ,—I am directed by the Postmaster -General to acquaint you,

for the information of the London Chamber of Commerce, that he

has given careful consideration to the proposals put before him by the

deputation which attended at this office on November 6th on the

subject of postage rates for newspapers and periodicals , and to the

further printed statements of their views which they have since been
good enough to send him .

The original object of the deputation was to urge that a cheaper

rate of postage should be conceded to what are roughly described as

“ periodical publications ” than to other printed matter (exclusive of

registered newspapers), and this proposal was supported mainly upon

the grounds of the services rendered to education and to trade by the

articles and advertisements contained in the publications in question .

Mr. Chamberlain is not insensible to the force of these arguments ;

but, as he pointed out to the deputation at the time, they are at least

equally applicable to other publications not included in the limits

suggested for the new post. Thus , the educational value of books

must be admitted to be as great as that of periodical magazines,

whilst the large number of traders accustomed to publish and circulate

their own advertisements in the form of private catalogues would

have legitimate cause of complaint if the Post Office refused to carry

the latter on terms as favourable as those afforded to advertisements

appearing, 1.2 . , in trade magazines.
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It may be true, as the organising committee state, in the reply

which they have been good enough to send to the Postmaster-General's

questions, that books, owing to their weight, pass mainly by parcels

post ; but it cannot be said that they are more difficult or more costly

to handle in the post , weight for weight, than periodicals ; and if an

extension of the weight carried for a halfpenny be allowed to the

latter, Mr. Chamberlain conceives that it would be impossible to

exclude printed matter in the form of books from the advantages of
the new rate.

For these reasons the Postmaster-General thinks it unnecessary to

examine in detail the definition of periodical literature suggested by

the organizing committee. He is convinced that any new facilities

granted would have to be common to all printed matter, and that

to afford special advantages to a limited class of publications would

only give rise to additional criticism of the Post Office such as it

already incurs in consequence of its statutory obligations to carry all

registered newspapers at a privileged rate. Mr. Chamberlain is

confirmed in this view by theremarks made by the spokesmen of the

deputation upon the invidious nature of the present statutory

distinction , and he thinks it was clear from the attitude of at least a

majority of those present that no solution of the question would be

satisfactory to them which gave more favoured postal treatment to

advertisements contained in magazines than to traders' catalogues .

The question, therefore, resolves itself into one of the cost of the

postal services involved in the transmission of packets of this nature

through the post. The committee do not ask that the service should

be carried on at a loss , recognizing that this would be tantamount to

a proposal that the particular interests represented by them should be

subsidized at the expense of the nation as a whole ; but they express

the view that “ six ounces is a paying weight in itself ” if carried in the

post for a halfpenny. The Postmaster-General is satisfied that this

is not the case. It is probable that none of the halfpenny matter

now passing through the Post Office is dealt with at a profit ; and it

is certain that any such weight as six ounces could not be carried for

a halfpenny except at a serious loss . It is impossible to calculate the

total loss involved in such a rate , dependent as that must necessarily

be upon the amount of matter passing under it ; but the Postmaster

General is convinced that it would be very large , and he feels that the

Post Office would not be justified in incurring it by any advantages

which could at present be expected to result from the establishment

of the new rate .

In arriving at this conclusion he has not lost sight of the argument

put forward by Mr. Upcott Gill , that , as advertisements are indirectly

a source of revenue to the Post Office, it is justifiable to carry them

at a rate which may be unremunerative in itself. But, as explained by

him to the deputation, this argument could not be limited to

advertisements ; and it would obviously be impossible, as a general

principle, to fix postage rates according to the consequential revenue

which might be expected indirectly to arise from the different classes
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If any

of mail matter carried, instead of by reference to the cost of the

individual services themselves.

I am , therefore , to express the Postmaster-General's regret that he

does not feel able to adopt the proposal of the Chamber.

further concessions are to be made in regard to the postal rates for

printed matter he is of opinion that they must be general in their

application, and not confined to a particular and limited class of

publications, and that they must be sought in an increase of the

weight transmitted for a penny rather than in an extension of the

unremunerative halfpenny rate .

I am , Sir, your obedient servant,

( Signed ) G. H. MURRAY.

The Secretary, the London Chamber of Commerce.

The All British Route to the East.

THE
‘HE Canadians will not rest until they have made the Canadian

Pacific route the best highway between Western Europe and

the Far East. At present the chain is of high order from China and

Japan to the Atlantic coast of Canada ; but there occurs a weak link

-the Atlantic steamship service . Canada is prospering all round,

and , as soon as it receives the influx of labour for which it is calling

far and wide, it will become one of the great granaries of the world .

It even now produces enormously, and feels that it is capable of

supplying many of the wants of the British market, if it could only

get its products expeditiously to our doors . For the attainment of

this end it is clamouring for a fast Atlantic steamship service.

The Canadian-Pacific Railway Company is fighting hard to fill the

gap . It already runs a splendid line of steamers in the Pacific, thus

linking up its railway with China and Japan , and has lately startled

the world by purchasing outright, for the Atlantic service, the fleet of

14 modern steamships with everything in working order known as the

Beaver Line. This deal has, it is reported, cost the Company about

iš millions sterling . The vendors are Messrs. Elder Dempster, at

the head of whose affairs is Sir Alfred Jones. The Canadian -Pacific

Railway has secured a business of immense proportions with colossal

potentialities ; and it is confidently asserted that with such a solid

foundation as the new fleet and a prosperous business to work upon

the Company will find it easy to proceed with the development of the

fast steamship service for which Canada is so eagerly longing. Even

now the newspapers report that the Canadian Governinent is inviting

tenders for a 20 -knot mail and passenger service, to be performed

under a 10 years ' contract ; and the outcome of all this activity is

being anxiously awaited on both sides of the water. R.W.H.

The Approaching International Telegraph Conference.

HE Postmaster-General has appointed the following delegates

to represent this country at the International Telegraph

Conference to be held in London at the end of May :-- Mr. J. C.

Lamb, C.B. , C.M.G., Second Secretary to the Post Office, Mr. John

T !
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Ardron, Assistant Secretary, Mr. P. Benton, Assistant Accountant

General, Mr. R. J. Mackay, Secretary's Department, and Mr. F. W.

Home, Accountant-General's Department. Mr. E. Raven will act as

Secretary to the Delegation , and Messrs. N. Hautrive, J. I. De Wardt,

and J. F. Lamb as Secretaries to the Conference. The arrange

ments for the entertainment of the foreign and colonial delegates

have been entrusted to the following committee :-Mr. G. W.

Smyth , C.B. (Chairman ), Major O'Meara, C.M.G. , Messrs . A. B.

Walkley, A. G. Ferard, W. Nops, I.S.O. , and G. H. Duckworth .

Mr. A. K. Langridge is Secretary to this Committee.

TH

The Race with the Mails.

'HE race with the Mails from New York to England was pursued

as keenly as ever by the steamers of the various Atlantic Lines

during the year ended June 30th , 1902 . The times of the trips are

calculated from the hour the Mails were actually received at the New

York Post Office and their delivery at the London Post Office. It

will be seen from the following statement that the three best German

steamers still outstrip the fastest owned by ourselves :

Vame of Steamer . Owners. Shortest Trip.

“ Kronprinz Wilhelin ” ... North German Lloyd ... 145-9 hours .

“ Deutschland ” Hamburg -American Co. 147'2

Kaiser Wilhelm der

Grosse " North German Lloyd ... 1.48

“ Lucania " Cunard Co. 1661

" Campania 166 : 2

“ Oceanic " White Star Co. 1672

...

Postal Automobiles.

W
E have from time to time given details of the progress of the

motor car as a postal adjunct in the United Kingdom , and

it is interesting to note the experiences of other administrations in

this connection. In a recent number of the Daily Graphic it was

stated that the Northern Railway of France have had at least one

railway motor - car in service on their system for a period of three years

past. This automobile is exclusively used in the postal service

between ( reil and Beauvais ; but, provided that the duties of the

Post Office officials are not impeded thereby, a limited number of

passengers are also permitted to ride in it . It is said to be capable

of attaining the speed of 45 miles an hour. The distance between

Creil and Beauvais is 23 miles, and its ordinary schedule is 65

minutes, inclusive of about 12 intermediate stops. Ever since its

introduction this railway motor car has given every satisfaction .
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The Supposed First Clifton Post Office.

N the April 1902 number of the Magazine there appeared an article

post office.

The question arose in connection with a coloured picture which had

been purchased at a second -hand bookshop in Bristol . The picture

was inscribed in pencil “ The First Clifton Post Office.” Since then

many endeavours have been made to establish the identity of that old

Letters have appeared in the columns of the local press,

inquiries have been made of antiquarians and octogenarians, and even

a nonagenarian has been interrogated . One or two persons have

gone to the length of saying that they recognise the office as one

which stood , years and years ago, in the Mall, Clifton . In addition

to the first picture upon which action was taken , a second similar

picture came to light, and the aged owner of it said she had always

understood that it represented the Clifton post office.
Later on a

third similar coloured picture was heard of. Still , in the absence of

positive proof doubts remained . With a view to stimulate further

investigation , and taking advantage of the pictorial post -card fashion ,

post-cards, imprinted with a copy of the picture, were produced and

put on sale in Bristol and Clifton for the benefit of that highly

benevolent Post Office institution—the Rowland Hill Fund. This

plan proved successful partly in bringing in a small sum for the fund ,

but chiefly in eliciting information with regard to the old post office .

A citizen of antiquarian instincts, when passing the post office in

Park Street , which is held by a stationer, observed the first Clifton

post office pictorial card . Struck by its appearance, he pondered

where he had recently seen a somewhat similar picture, and on

turning the matter over in his mind he bethought him of an old

number of the Illustrated London News, which he had been looking

through two or three days previously in order to hunt up a matter
which he had in hand . In this old paper he found an illustration

resembling in almost every detail the first Clifton post office ; but

alas ! the illustration depicted not the Clifton post office, but an old ,

or the first, Leamington post office. The copy of the Illustrated

London News bears the date of April 4th , 1846.
The first post

office appears as an illustration , as does also what was described at

that time as the new post office situated in Bath Street . The letter

press, as affecting the old post office, runs thus : The popular fame

of the Leamington Spa was founded by one Benjamin Satchwell , a

rhyming shoemaker, who versified the cures, &c ., in the Coventry

and other newspapers. He had a coadjutor, one William Abbotts ,

who possessed a piece of ground opposite the old well, and thereupon,

in 1784 , discovered a second mineral spring ; he then sunk a well,and

raised a building, established hot and cold baths—the first in Leam

ington-built June, 1786. Visitors now flocked in apace ; Satchwell

established a post office, which is engraved in our first illustration ;

still this is a scene of many years after 1815 , when Satchwell's sister

was postmistress. The London mail then came viâ Warwick,

arriving at half-past twelve in the day, and leaving again at two ; and
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there are persons who recollect the letter bag being carried to and

from Warwick by stout yeomen who carried the regulation sword and

pistol, ten or twelve letters being an unusually large delivery. Thus

from the Bristol and Clifton point of view the result of the prolonged

inquiry is very disappointing ; but it is satisfactory that the locality of

an old country post office has been established . According to the

article which has been quoted from , in 1801 Leamington contained

only 60 houses, with a population of 315 , and no doubt the ten or

twelve letters which formed an unusually large delivery have now

increased to hundreds of thousands in a week. R. C. TOMBS.

Bristol.

New Wine in Old Bottles.

LIGHTER touch was given to the official routine of one of the

Branches of the General Post Office by the proposal of an

audacious youngster to introduce a Phonograph into the Office for

official use as a supplement to, and the eventual successor of the

shorthand clerk. It has been recognised, even by “ My Lords,” that

to pay a capable man for the exercise of his intelligence and then only

to allow him to express his thoughts by the cumbrous and fatiguing

method of handwriting, is not the truest form of economy, and, there

fore, to every lion in the official world has been allotted a jackal to

catch his winged eloquence and record it for the benefit of others .

There is also the incidental advantage that the time and temper of

the reader are saved , as few highly placed officials would now , be it

whispered, pass the simplest Civil Service examination in respect of

legible handwriting.

The business world has not yet outgrown the shorthand -typist, and

it seemed presumptuous in a Government Department to attempt to

introduce novelties in this way. By some freak of destiny , the

suggestion reached the ear of the man for whom it was intended and ,

still more inexplicable, in a Government official, was given some

consideration. Shorthand clerks are not omnipresent, andthe idea of

a machine, always ready and never tiring, standing at one's elbow was

certainly attractive. An interview with the business representative of

the company selling the instrument brought these advantages into

prominence, and the decisive step was taken . The machine was

purchased and installed in the great man's room , and a new era had

dawned . The phonograph had been born into the official world , but

there was no ceremony, no notice in the Press , and no champagne. It

was indeed a new departure.

The trial trip had proved successful. The words carefully confided

to the moving apparatus had been faithfully given back and the

possibility of clerical errors and the faults of omission and commission

of the shorthand clerk seemed to recede into the past. But being a

human invention , the phonograph soon showed that perfection had

not been attained. For some unaccountable reason , eloquent minutes

committed to its recesses could not be recovered and a stray word

here and there was all that unremitting toil and invention could

obtain . Then , again , the machine suffered in reputation by the stolid
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fidelity of the reproducing clerk . He would only write what he

thought the machine spoke, and often the resulting copy was a mere

caricature of the original . In other cases , the speaker was at fault.

Forgetting that he was dealing with a soulless instrument, he would

walk the room in his accustomed way, declaiming irreproachable

sentiments and irresistible arguments, all , alas ! to become a total loss.

The machine stood on its stand, solid, imperturbable and unconcerned ,

and of the storm of eloquence there was “ no trace.” This occurrence

somewhat detracted from the charm of the instrument.

Before, however, the new departure had barely started, the principle

of the whole transaction was challenged when the bill was presented

for payment. Great were the searchings of heart among the

accountants of the Department, and many the references to heads

and sub -heads in the Post Office Votes to find , if possible, a way in

which it could be squeezed in without a protest by the Audit Office.

The task seemed insoluble when a novel suggestion was made. The

adopter of the machine, in the first flush of enthusiasm , had let him

self go on the subject, and with all the more enthusiasm that his

knowledge on the subject was theoretical only. He had contrasted

the new machine with the superseded clerk and discovered beauties in

the former and blemishes in the latter. He had stated that the

machine would take the place of an additional clerk with the added

advantage of not requiring a subsistence allowance paid monthly.

The idea was accepted, thephonograph was duly enrolled amongthe

staff of the Office in question , although strict accountants were dubious

as to the propriety of permitting an allowance for salaries to be spent

in this way. The division between the assistants and comforts of the

head of a department seemed to be weakened . If the assistance of

a phonograph enabling the work to be done more efficiently was

allowable, surely the same argument would apply to the purchase of

new furniture for the room of the Chief which would satisfy his

artistic cravings and thus enable him to devote all his attention to

increasing his output.

A new use for the phonograph was discovered , and this time by

the Junior Staff. The grammaphone at seaside piers had introduced

the idea. By buying a record and using the machine which the

incomprehensible doings of a chief had placed within reach , an

amateur concert could be given for objects which, though unstated,

were no doubt, as usual, charitable, and thus rooms which it was

popularly supposed were sacred to questions of high postal policy

resounded to the eloquence of Dan Leno and the latest music hall

ditty . And so the Service was popularised among the lower orders ,

and the dull monotony of official routine agreeably broken .

Wisdom While You Wait.”

'HIS amusing skit on the methods adopted to push the sale of

the Encyclopædia Britannica has been the book of the

moment. Scarcely one of the parodies can be called unkind, while
the illustrations are inimitable . Here is an extract which will interest

Post Office readers .

TH
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“ SIGNOR MACARONI'S TRIUMPH.

“ From the special article (61 pages) by Sir William PREECE

* WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY .' : . The main principle of the system ,

by which messages can be transmitted without wires above or below

ground, was already established by Professor John Oliver Lodge and

myself, before the celebrated Italian chef conceived the idea of
employing these tubes of flour for the purpose. The Macaroni

system , as it is now generally called , has this immense advantage over

all others, that in moments of emergency the entire plant can be

utilised as a nutritious article of diet , while the great reduction in

the number of poles required renders it peculiarly acceptable to the

German Emperor, who has already dispatched several macaronigrams.
Meanwhile the number of persons who did not anticipate Signor

Macaroni in his invention grows smaller every day

We are quite sure Sir William Preece laughed heartily over these

hits.

Nor does Mr. Walkley escape. In the article on The Times,

written by Mr. Hildebrand Hannibal Harmsworth, a list is furnished

of the respective staffs of The Times and the Daily Mail. The

ages of The Times staff range from 198 to 21 years, and those of the

Daily Mail from 23 to 2 years. “ Mons. Walkley ” is the member of

The Times staff who is only 21 ; the next youngest to him is 162

Mr. Walkley is also given a part in a new musical

comedy entitled “ The Supplement Girl, or The Belle of Printing

House Square,” which The Times is said to be about to produce to

commemorate the completion of the new edition . His place in the

cast is described as follows :

Prince Polyglot (with criticism ), Mons. Walkley.

years old .

2

The Great Trek .

( Il'ith apologies to Punch. )

1. In the first year of the reign of Orstin ,

the son of Moathlodi

3. (Whose deeds are they not recorded in the tablets of Azit- Tigleth

Miphansi the Scribe)

4 . at a time when the minds of men were much agitated

5. With the burning question

6. Of the Housing of the Poor ,

7. The Hi-Preest of the Sayvenz- Bankites called unto him his trusty

8. Lootennent Bil-il, the chef of the paper, string and straw department,

and said :

9. Get me an hundred span of Trek -Oxen and as many stout chariots

10. And bring me and my people

u . Westward to the horntz of Buffalo -bil

by courtesy (and the Tschinees) called Wesk -Yensing
12 .

tun

13. For there I have prepared a palace of huge dimenshuns

14. Where my long -suffering people shall no longer make bricks without

straw
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21. .

15. In damp draughty out-of-the-way corners

16. But shall do their grapht in kummphert

17. And have Ping- Pong ;

18. So Bil- il went forth from the presence of the Hi-Preest and took

19. Kownsihl with his assistants

20. And they gathered together a mighty caravan and took

the whole blue-minshute, the men and women , the

young men and the up -to -date maidens, a thousand and one souls ,

22. And the minah -etablement and the serving wenches and the cup

bearers,

23. Yea even the tail bearers ,

24. And all their goods and chattels and household gods such as the

25. Peyd -uarantz

26. And of official records 5 score and 7 vols . and a soiled copy of

the regulations

27. And the attendance book

28. And ruler

29. And the riten xplanashuns

30. · and they journeyed westward via Addled-ill and

Lester Skware and Peak-a -dilli and Eydpaque, but they tarried

not by the way,

31. And they reached the Promised Land without changing at Clap

em -Junkshun and lived

32. 'Appy ever after.

33. . P'raps.

A Day of my Life.

NDER this title “ G.P.O., ” who describes himself as a clerk in

the Secretary's Office, contributes an interesting article to The

Treasury for March, 1903. He gives a short sketch of the business

arrangements at St. Martin's-le-Grand, and then proceeds to deal with

his own daily work, which is to investigate the complaints made by

the public against the Department. He is in agreement with most of

us when he refers to clergymen and military officers as the most
unsatisfactory correspondents. But his concluding remarks when he

speaks of the Civil Service as a profession interest us especially.

" * The Civil Service as a Profession’is a title that has caught my

eye more than once, and the discussion of the advantages and

disadvantages of a career in His Majesty's Civil Service is generally of

interest. Profiting by an experience of several years' duration , I will

endeavour to state both as succinctly as possible . In the first place a

Civil Servant has an assured livelihood independent of fluctuations or

ill -luck , an income increasing for a period of some years so long as he

does his duty, and in most cases one earned by not disagreeable
methods. His hours are short , his leave sufficient, and his

surroundings as pleasant as can be expected in the heart of a great

city. He has also other advantages that cannot be exactly defined .

He is qualified for membership of various co-operative societies,

through which the cost of living may in some details be reduced, and

his official position secures for him on occasions more favoured

U

o
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treatment than he might otherwise obtain . On the other side of the

ledger, however, are the small chances of promotion for the average

Civil Servant . A living is assured to him throughout his official life,

and a pension on a sufficient scale subsequent to his retirement , but

for these advantages he has to sacrifice all hope of what is generally

known as success, he must stifle his ambition, if he possess one, for in

the service it is most unlikely that he will ever exceed his £400 a

year, even if he obtain so much even after a long period of service.

And as for renown or fame, the Civil Servant must be satisfied to

remain unknown to the world at large, and to sink his individuality in

the great machine of which he is but an item . The result of several

years in the service with its sameness, its deadening effect on the

individual, the machine-like regularity of everything, is to fossilise his

Majesty's servants, who find it impossible to get out of the grooves

into which their lives have been narrowed . To avoid such a soul

destroying calamity some absolutely outside interest is indispensable.

Many turn to literature for a solatium , and the Post Office at the

present counts distinguished littérateurs — novelists, poets, historians,
critics , essayists and journalists — on its staff. Music and science also

have their devotees .

“ Beyond its influence on the intellect, however, an additional

outside occupation is necessary in order to give the Civil Servant the

competence the State refuses him until he has been among the middle

aged for some time. For this reason also I would never advise

anyone to enter the service unless he is prepared to devote a good

portion of his leisure to an occupation that would benefit him both

intellectually and financially ."

Our Office.”

AN you picture to yourself the office where I perform my daily

round year after year ? It is the usual country village variety

about twelve feet square, and is crowded with all the articles which,

under the regulations, go to make up the requisite outfit . There are

weights and scales which have been adjusted by drops of sealing wax

upon the “ wanting ” side ; a damper, which I was compelled to

obtain after a middle -aged gentleman had suffered agony from licking

a stamp that had been laid (unintentionally) in a drop of paraffin oil ;

a packet of telegram forms , displayed in close proximity to a pencil

stuck in a small round hole, which , by the way, was not specially made

for it (that same pencil was the subject of a discussion with a good

old reverend gentleman - now dead- to “ what would happen

supposing someone inadvertently sat down on its point:” the

problem has remained unsolved to this day, for no one has displayed

any anxiety to avail themselves of so uncomfortable a seat ) ; an inkpot ;

two or three much -used and “ jumpy ” pens (a goodly assortment of

pens is always conspicuous by its absence ); a " screen " erected in

one corner of the office to guard the telegraph instrument from prying

eyes ; the instrument itself, side by side with the stamping pad , and

other things most sacred to the sub-postmaster's responsibility.

Above the instrument is a conspicuous notice on which is set forth the

CA

-as
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direful calamity which will befall any frivolous person who shall make

known the contents of a confidential communication, or, in a spirit

of inquisitiveness, dare to read the flying words (on an A. B. C.

instrument) which are, perhaps, only “ potatoes sent off to -day .”

Add to this list two chairs, a clock , and some mail bags , and lastly,

the “ letter box ” which lurks behind the screen with the whole

library of the sub-postmaster resting upon it . Who does not know

the extent of that library ? The renowned “ cash book , ” which is

brought forward with mingled emotions when a certain gentleman

arrives to “ check the accounts, if you please.” The miscellaneous

“ rule books ,” which have been corrected so many times, that one

vaguely wonders which rule to follow , and invariably observes the

most ancient. Then there is the “ guide.” Ah ! what a guide it is .

How well I remember a certain lisping individual, whose inquiries

necessitated my well-nigh reading it from cover to cover. Beneath

the clock is a home-made shelf suspended with string, upon which

are exposed the few unofficial articles to be purchased in every village

post office: tape, cotton , elastic , penny packets of stationery, rusty

pens and pale ink.

Can you picture my office the least bit now ? If not , I must tell

you more another time ; till then I remain one whom a Scotchman

called “ the little gal ” who performs the whole duty of general

sub-postmaster, but by the officials is scathingly designated

“ THE AssistaXT.”

Postal Perplexity.

[ " * Hwfa Mon ,” the Archdruid, complains that he sent a letter to

St. Asaph, addressing it by its Welsh name of Llanelwy. To judge by

the stamps upon the envelope, it visited every town in North and

South Wales commencing with “ Llan ” without finding its destination .

Then , in despair, the local authorities forwarded it to the Metropolis,

where a Welsh clerk at St. Martin's appears to have solved the riddle.

At any rate , after travelling some thousands of miles, and being a

month on the journey, the letter reached St. Asaph, some twenty

miles from Llangollen , viâ London .]

T went to Llanidloes , it went to Llanrwst,

It went to Llanberis in search of a roost .

It went to Llandilo , Llangammarch, Llansadwrn ,

Llandovery, Llandrindod , Llanwrtyd, Llanbadarn,

Llangennech, Llanilltyd, Llanllwch, and Llanmadoc.

Llanpumpsaint, Llancarvan , Llanelly, Llangadock ,

And after all these and some hundreds as well

It went to the Llan it takes ten men to spell !

The poor, perplexed postmen were thoroughly undone.

And, at their wits ' end , sent the nuisance to — London !

A month was this journey of thousands of miles,

Which no one can read without melting to smiles :

But had “Hwfa Mon ” been a sensible fellow he

' D have written St. Asaph instead of Llanelwy!

IVestern Mail,

24th January, 1903.

IT
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The Biggest Man in the Post Office.

T perhaps savours of insubordination for a Post Office servant to deny

has strong evidence to produce in support of his denial . Peter

Sinclair, for instance, is a postman to the islands of Pabbay, Menglay,

and Barrhead, off the coast of Scotland , but before entering the

DATA

IN T Thumb 11
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MR. AND MRS. P. SINCLAIR .

service of the Crown he had for two years been on exhibition through

the country as “ a Giant.” Many of our London readers may have

seen him , as he was at the Royal Aquarium for four months, exhibiting

himself as the Barra Giant. He is six feet eleven inches in height.

At the age of 37 , in 1890 , he gave up exhibition life and started a

butcher's business in Oban , but in 1891 he returned to his home at

Barrhead to attend to his father's croft, where he is now settled . He
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was appointed postman to the islands already mentioned in 1899, and

in 1901 he married , and leads a contented life in his far northern

home. Mr. Grierson , of the Surveying Department, who has been

good enough to furnish us with these particulars, informs us that he

had the honour of interviewing Mr. Sinclair in connection with

an offer he made to perform a service by boat from Castlebay

( Barra ), which was established as part of the Jubilee extension of the

free delivery scheme. Like all really great men, Sinclair is of a very

modest and retiring nature : it is only little men who are puffed up

and conceited . He was very much taken with London when he was

there, and he remarked to Mr. Grierson “ that it was a gran ' gran ’

place in the winter time, but gie me Barra in the summer time.”

The Postmaster of Lochmaddy, in a report senttous, saysthat “ Peter

is very thin at present, and stoops a little . ” We hope this change in

his condition is not due to his having entered the postal service.

Unfortunately, the extent of the duty performed by Sinclair does not ,

under the Regulations, permit of his being supplied with uniform , so

the resources of the Postal Stores Department have not been strained

by the call to clothe him .

If any of our readers are anxious to obtain a full knowledge of the

country in which , and the people among whom Peter Sinclair works,

we recommend them to read a book recently published by Miss Freer,

entitled The Outer Isles.

Mr. Edward Yeld, I.S.O.

Y the retirement of Mr. Yeld , late Assistant Secretary to the

Post Office, the Department has lost the services of an officer

of long and varied experience ; and his colleagues and those who have

had the privilege of working in close connection with him have a very

distinct feeling of regret at the termination of an intimacy which went

far to make the official work run smoothly and pleasantly. Unassuming

and unobtrusive as he was , Mr. Yeld had a charm of manner all his

own which gave him far more influence than is possessed by many a

more self-assertive man , and which secured to him the esteem , friend

ship and ready co -operation of all who worked with him or under him .

Mr. Yeld entered the Service in July, 1859 , as a Surveyor's

Stationary Clerk , was appointed to a clerkship in the Secretary's Office

in January, 1864, and was promoted to be Assistant Secretary on the

Ist May, 1896 . During the earlier half of his service in the

Secretary's Office he was employed in the Home Mails Branch, more

especially upon rural post work ; but during later years he has had to

do successively with the Telegraph Section , the Discipline Section , and

the Home Mails Section (again ), and for some time before his

retirement he was in charge of the Establishment Section . In what

may be termed the semi -social life of the Department he took his full

share. He was a member of committee of the original General

Post Office Clerks' Building Society from its formation some time in

the early sixties until the close of its operations in 1888,was for a

long time chairman of the Post Office Clerks' Benevolent Fund, and

has been actively connected with many like societies.

BY
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Mr. Yeld was one of those upon whom the King conferred the

distinction of the Imperial Service Order in January last .

On Friday the 30th January an informal meeting of farewell took

place in the Clerk -in -Waiting's room , at which those who had been

more intimately connected with Mr. Yeld in official work were present,

and the opportunity was taken of presenting him with a small token

of regard and remembrance on his retirement. A portrait of

Mr. Yeld appeared in our last number.

John Manson . *

'HIS genial Scot, and most able official, who retired from the

controllership of the Money Order Office at the end of February

last, will be greatly missed by a large circle of friends, the more

so that he has betaken himself to the far off Channel Islands as a

resting place. More or less tired of the official grind , and oppressed

by the many social problems which crowd the minds of thoughtful

men compelled to live in London , he will be glad to get a rest for a

time at least, and to escape the worries of yet another change in the

location of his department. Mr. Manson has not always been

confined to the Money Order Office, or even to London , as the scene

of his official labours . So long ago as 1859 he entered the service as

a clerk in the post office of his native town, Kilmarnock , to wit , at a

time when the office was carried on by a postmaster deeply immersed

in other business, as was usually the case in the late “ fifties ” and

early “ sixties.” But this was by no means a bad thing for young

Manson, who, being a “ clever laddie," as they say in Scotland, soon

made himself indispensable to the wine-merchant-postmaster, and

found himself in the position of chief clerk at the unusually early age

of 19. Practically he was postmaster , and he reflects, now, that he

must have felt a good deal more self -sufficient at 20 than he does at

60, seeing that he had quite a considerable staff of clerks, letter

carriers, and rural postmen under his control and a rather wide

district to look after. But he proved more than equal to the occasion,

and when , in 1863 , or just 40 years ago , he left Kilmarnock a number

of the more prominent townsmen of that important “ burgh " invited

him to a public banquet and presented him with a gold watch—not a

bad “ send-off ” for a youth of one and twenty.

Need it be said that young Manson, following the immemorial

custom of his countrymen , made tracks for the south , and found him

self in due course installed as a clerk in the Liverpool post office.

This was in 1863 , when Charles Banning was postmaster of the then

“ Second City,” and Thomas Hunter, late postmaster of Newcastle,

was a prominent official. Just then , or soon after, Liverpool was

divided into postal districts somewhat after the London plan, and

Manson was one of those designated to open the first district office

in Park Place . A short experience here was followed by his transfer

to the office next opened ; but “ not caring much for work of this

localised character ,” he bethought himself of fresh fields and pastures

new , albeit he had made many friends in Liverpool both in the

* A portrait of Mr. Manson appears our fifth volume at page 112 .
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Post Office and outside. Still hankering after the south , he soon

attained the goal of his ambition by being appointed to a clerk

ship in the Savings Bank department, then only some four or five

years established. This was in 1865 , and writing of this period he

says : “ I had been much interested in the movement which resulted

in the creation of the Post Office Savings Bank, and at Kilmarnock I

had personally received the first deposit made in that town by any

member of the public . I had noticed its growing popularity in the

several districts of Liverpool, and it was natural, I suppose, that I

should be pleased to have the opportunity of getting an insight into

the system of accounts and administration atthe chief office.” His

12 years' work in the Savings Bank department was varied by an

interval of service on the surveyor's staff of the North Wales district ,

then presided over by the late Mr. W. J. Godby ; and also by

occasional missions to investigate frauds at country post offices. One

of these frauds was the remarkable one discovered in the early part

of 1874, at Kirby Moorside , Yorkshire, where a rural postman , son of

the sub -postmistress, had managed to appropriate to his own use Savings

Bank monies amounting to no less than three thousand pounds. “ I

can well remember, " says Mr. Manson, writing on this subject , " how

aghast I was when, at the close of the second day's investigation on

the spot , I realised that this man had succeeded in denuding of its

deposits virtually every account opened at the Kirby Moorsideoffice.

The district is an agricultural one, and as the news leaked out ,

exaggerated , of course, by sensational statements in the press, some

thing like a panic spread through the community, and crowds of

depositors, from far and near, hurried into the little town to know if

it was true that their savings were irrecoverably lost .” Although he

does not say as much, one can readily imagine how John Manson, in

his quiet persuasive Scotch way, sent those depositors home with a

feeling that things were not nearly so bad as they looked, and that , in

fact, their money was safe whatever happened.

In April, 1877, on a much needed re -organisation of the Money

Order Office, Mr. Manson was transferred there from the Savings Bank ,

with the rank of principal clerk . The office had been under a cloud

for some time, and men of the stamp of Mr. Manson were needed to

restore its morale and to bring it up to the requirements of the day.

The money order business was in a flourishing condition just then,

but soon after a period of depression set in, caused partly by the

raising of the minimum rate of commission from id . to 2d. but chiefly

by the establishment of the postal order system , which , strange to say,

has been carried on separately, and not as an adjunct to the business

it was destined to supersede to a large extent The period of 15

years , from 1881 to 1896 , was a dreary time of depression in the

Money Order Office, the business showing, year by year, a steady

decline , without any effective attempt being made to avert it , or to

readjust the working arrangements of the system in accordance with
altered circumstances. In 1891 Mr. Manson became assistant

controller, and in 1898 controller ; and his occupancy of the last

mentioned office has happily coincided with a marked recovery in the
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money order business, and with a better state of things all round.

Extensive changes have been introduced into the system , new facilities

have been afforded to the public , including the telegraph money order ,
and many new branches have been added to the business ; whilst

other and even more far-reaching changes - Mr. Manson's departing

legacy to the office - are at present under consideration . So far the

business has responded to these measures with large increases annually,

so that lost ground is being rapidly regained , and the retiring controller

may fairly be congratulated on his successful administration of a

large and important branch of the postal service. What may, perhaps,

be regarded as a further evidence of progress is the employment of

women in place of men on the more mechanical as well as the simpler

clerical duties of the office, a change which, if not actually initiated by

Mr. Manson, was cheerfully acquiesced in by him . Altogether, there

seems a brighter future in store for the Money Order Office ,which it has

been too much the fashion to speak of as a “ moribund department.”

Mr. Manson belonged to the best type of official — the man who

knew his work thoroughly, and did it conscientiously, and yet who

found time to devote to other matters in which he took an interest.

He was a member of the committee of the Civil Service Supply

Association for ten years, from 1886 to 1896 , having been elected to

one of the vacancies caused by the ill-starred bread company exposé,

and having retired voluntarily when he felt he could be advantageously

replaced by a younger man . But his interests are wider than were

embraced by mere official or semi-official matters, and he is a

thoroughly well-read man . He is , besides , an excellent conversa

tionalist , and a first - rate correspondent ; and a quaintness of

expression in which he occasionally indulges both in speaking and
writing, has a great charm for his compatriots at least. His manner

of wishing you long life and prosperity has all the brevity of wit , and

all the quaintness of the Scottish vernacular : " Lang may yer lum

reek ;” and speaking of a mutual friend , now with him in the Channel

Islands , he says that he is "fat and well liking," a picturesque way of

saying that heis fat and flourishing. He is the sort of man you feel

at home with at once , and I shall always regret that I have been able

to see so little of him during recent years . There is none of the

“ superfluous lagging veteran " about John Manson , who is retiring

well within the age-limit, and with his “ natural force” comparatively

unabated. He contemplates a visit to his aged father, in far New

Zealand , towards the end of the year ; and I am sure his many friends

in the Post Office will wish him a pleasant voyage and a safe return,

as does the writer with all his heart . R.W.J.

Herr Gustav Adolph Sachse .

EUTE MORGEN 1 Uhr entschlief sanft nach schwerem

Leiden mein innigst geliebter Mann , unser teurer Vater,

Schwiegervater und Grossvater . " Thus ran the sorrowful family

announcement, dated Berlin the 25th of January, 1903 , of the death ,

at the age of 69 , of Herr Sachse, Privy Councillor and late Director

at the German Imperial Post Office Department.

“ H
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He entered the Prussian postal service in 1852, and during the

war with Austria in 1866 acted as field postmaster of the army of the

the Elbe. He was one of the principal assistants of the late

Dr. von Stephan , to whom he rendered great service in helping to

organise the field postal service during theFranco- Prussian war.

We learn from the newspapers that Herr Sachse was obliged to

retire in 1893 in consequence of an affection of the eyes ; but he

never ceased to take a warm interest in the Post Office and in

German colonial expansion. In connection with the latter movement

it may be mentioned that he was vice -president of the German
Colonial Society.

Herr SACHSE.

(From a photograph by Villon , of Lisbon , 1885.)

Herr Sachse was well -known to the gentlemen of this Department

who attended the Postal Congresses of Lisbon in 1885 and Vienna in

1891. At these meetings he was honoured with the presidentship of

committees, the duties of which posts he performed with conspicuous
success .

Mr. T. W. Howard.

THE
HE Savings Bank Department has lost one of the most popular

members of its staff by the death , on the ist February, after a

very short illness , of Mr. T. W. Howard . He entered the Department

in 1873 , and was known to most members of the service who are

interested in athletics . In his earlier days Mr. Howard was an

athlete of some distinction, and he was a most active member of the

Civil Service Cycling Club. The Civilian , in an obituary notice of

him , said " Everybody liked him , and his easy good nature and

persistent cheerfulness in spite of many troubles which weighed upon

his rather too sensitive nature , earned for him the respect and

-admiration of his colleagues." I cordially endorse this estimate of
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him , and I can add that, in the case of a large number of his friends,

affection is the best word to describe their attitude towards him .

Years ago I wrote in these pages an article entitled “ A Civil Service

Combination ,” and , under the thin disguise of “ H ,” I described my

friend, who was a member of that Swiss tourist party. May I quote

from myself ? “ To this composite portrait myfriend 'H'contributed,

what, for want of a better term , I may call the Hamlet look. ' The

“ to be or not to be temperament, the pensive, melancholic, yet

mildly humorous state of mind, whose happiest condition is to be led

by others with the full privilege of slanging those who do lead. If he

saw a beautiful mountain or a blue lake , or if he caught sight of a

pretty girl, he always made the same delightful proposal, ' Let's stay

MR. T. W. HOWARD.

here and have a smoke.' He has opinions of his own , but he is

always perfectly ready to abandon them if you show any eagerness to

argue with him . He is the essence of good nature ; indeed, he is

only miserable when there is but one course open to him . So long

as there are two courses he is happy ; he can smoke in peace and in a

happy indecision . ” And now that “ H ” has left us, I have little to

add to that picture of him . I think it explains a little his personal

charm , while it does not leave out of sight a curious waywardness and

indecision, which, while theydrew him towards us because they were

so much a part of him , did not tend to smooth for him his path

through life. E. B.

From the Savings Bank to North Western Canada.

T the Savings Bank Department on Friday the 13th inst. ,

Col. Grene, V.D., the principal clerk in charge of the floor,

presided over a meeting of the officers attached to Ledger Section 12 ,

assembled for the purpose of bidding farewell to one of their number,

Mr. H. J. Johnston , 2nd Division, who sailed in the SS . “ Lake

Manitoba” on the 31st March for the “ All British Colony,"

Saskatchewan , N.W.T., Canada. The proceedings commenced with

AT
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the reading of the following letter, signed by 37 of Mr. Johnston's

colleagues :

“ Savings Bank Department,

“ Ledger Section 12 ,

“ 13th March , 1903;

“ DEAR MR. JOHNSTON :—We, the undersigned, your friends and

colleagues in the Savings Bank Department, desire, on the occasion

of your resignation , to express our appreciation of the enterprising

spirit which you show in deciding to settle in Canada, and to record

our confidence in your qualifications, as evidenced by your uniform

industry , cheerfulness and good fellowship, for the career which you

have, in our opinion , so wisely chosen .

“ We feel sure that you will bear the hardships incidental to a

settler's life with fortitude ; and we hope that you will not fail to

acquaint us from time to time with your progress in the Far West, as

we regard you as a pioneer whose example may influence others who

aspire to follow in your footsteps.

" In memory of your brief but honourable connection with the Civil

Service of the Mother Country, we ask you to accept the accompanying

present and hope that its lightness and portability may be typical of

the difficulties you will have to contend with .”

Col. Grene, V.D. , in handing to Mr. Johnston a solid leather

railway trunk , said that he felt gratified at being asked to make the

presentation , having been only a short time connected with the

officers in Section No. 12 . He reminded Mr. Johnston that the

Empire was formed by the enterprise and self-denial of men who had

left their native land as he was about to do . He assured him that all

present wished him the success which his pluck deserved, and

expressed a hope that he occasionally notify his quondam colleagues

of his welfare .

Mr. Johnston , in acknowledging the letter and present, said he

thanked the chairman for his very kindly and encouraging remarks ,

and he also thanked his brother officers for the generous feeling which

prompted them to make the gift. He assured them that he would

always recall with pleasure the many happy hours he had spent in the

S.B.D., due in great measure to the kindness and gentlemanly

feeling exhibited to him during his official career by his immediate

chief, Mr. Rishworth .

Mr. Rishworth , in proposing a vote of thanks to Col. Grene for

presiding at the meeting, referred to former gentlemen who had

received their training in the S.B.D. and were now members of the

House of Commons, prominent lawyers, and rulers of colonies, and of

the latter, mentioned Sir G. Lagden , who kept the Basutos quiet, and

Sir F. M. Hodgson , who did not capture the Golden Stool of Ashanti.

The name of Johnston was a good omen ; everybody knew Sir Harry

Johnston , and he hoped that they would , by-and -bye, welcome

Sir Herbert Johnston , and that their gallant and genial chairman

would again preside.

In seconding the vote of thanks to the chairman , Mr. S. B. Potts

said he was sure it must be very gratifying to Mr. Johnston to have
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not only the best wishes of his colleagues but also of his chiefs in the

office . " And to those who remained, it was also consoling to know

that gentlemen in the position of Col. Grene and Mr. Rishworth

interested themselves so largely in the social side of the junior officials.

Col. Grene's kindness to the individual men was well known in the

office, and it was well within the memory of those present that on

another junior man going forth to conquer or to die, he was fortified

morally and physically to fight his battles by a good send -off from the

office.

Bravery .

N the 21st July last Mr. James O'Brien , a sorter in the E.C.

Section of the Circulation Office, St. Martin's-le -Grand, pluckily

rescued a boy who was in imminent danger of drowning in the River

Lea at Clapton. Mr. O'Brien was at the time in a light sculling boat,

from which he dived - in itself a feat of considerable difficulty ; and

the unsavoury condition of the Lea, which at that point is about

twelve feet deep, made the exploit hazardous in more than one sense.

With the modesty generally characteristic of those who risk their

lives for the sake of others , Mr. O'Brien is disposed to make light of

his own action ; but the Royal Humane Society has marked its

appreciation of his gallant conduct by awarding him an honorary

testimonial on vellum .

ON

ON

MR. J. O'BRIEN . MR. F. SANDERS.

N Monday the 18th August last a gallant act, involving

considerable personal risk , was performed by Mr. Francis

Sanders, an assistant postman at Greenwich. While delivering letters

at the Royal Naval College, Greenwich , he saw a boy in the Thames

in imminent danger of drowning, and at once plunged into the river,

and, after considerable difficulty, succeeded in reaching and rescuing

him . When taken out of the water by a passing tug both of them

were in an exhausted condition . The Royal Humane Society has

awarded Mr. Sanders an honorary testimonial mounted on vellum in

recognition of his gallantry.
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The Post Office Volunteers.

N Friday the 30th January the shooting and drill prizes for last

by the Commander-in-Chief in the Guildhall . Additional interest was.

added to the proceedings by the presentation of South African medals.

to large detachments of the Telegraph Reserve and Army Post Office

Corps which had recently returned home.

Lord Roberts congratulated the members of the corps on three

things - namely, its strength , its efficiency, and the military spirit which

pervaded its ranks. At the close of 1902 there were 1,398 men in the

ranks, of whom only 16 were inefficient. He found that of the 784

men who went through the course of musketry, 330 , or 42 per cent.,

became marksmen. That was a very fine average indeed. It might

be asked how it was, with the strength of the battalion at 1,398 , only

784 men went through the musketry course . The answer was - most

of the others were still serving their country in South Africa . Of

the 1,005 men connected with the Post Office who took part in

the war two were killed in action , 44 died from disease , 14 earned

honourable distinction in despatches, two were decorated with the

distinguished conduct medal, and Lieut. -Col. Treble and Major Price

were decorated with the Order of St. Michael and St. George . He

was sure that the battalion would always look back with satisfaction ,

and they might well do so ,to the honourable part which they took in

the South African war. No one could bear testimony better than

himself to the assistance afforded to the Army by the Auxiliary forces,

and they might remember that, in his last published despatch, he spoke

in terms of the highest praise of the Army Post Office Corps. He

was glad to have that opportunity of publicly acknowledging the good

work which that corps did in South Africa . He was in Cape Town

before the Army Post Office Corps landed, and he knew how different

matters were in the Post Office there after the arrival of Col. Treble ,

and those who so ably assisted him , from what they were before.

Mr. Austen Chamberlain said that he felt a deep sense ef pride, as

Postmaster-General, at the commendation which the Commander-in

Chief had expressed of the conduct of the Army Post Office Corps ,

and of the Royal Engineers Telegraph Reserves , who also went out to

the front as representatives of the Post Office . War exacted its toll

from them as from the other gallant regiments that went to South

Africa ; but at least they all had the satisfaction of believing that the

sacrifices which those men made were not made in vain , but that their

country was the stronger and the better for the work which they

did . The cause in which some of them laid down their lives and

all of them risked danger and encountered much hardship had been

placed on a firm and lasting foundation , which this country would

for ever jealously guard . In company with his colleagues at the

Post Office he would have the opportunity during the next few

days of welcoming so many of the Army Post Office Corps as could

be collected together in London , and he should be pleased to recall to

them the words in which Lord Roberts had referred to their services.
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He was no fitting judge of military operations, but by this time he

knew something about the Post Office, and he thoughtthat it was not

until one understood something of that Department that it was possible

to appreciate how arduous , how difficult, and how exacting were the

labours imposed on the Army Post Office Corps in South Africa. It

was one thing to deliver letters properly and fully addressed to residents

who remained in a fixed place, but it was quite a different matter to

distribute a vast mass of correspondence among the units of an army

scattered over an immense territory in which they were constantly

moving about without their change of address being recorded at the

field post-office. If, in these circumstances, some letters went

astray and some parcels reached others than those for whom they

were intended , it was no wonder ; the wonder was that such mishaps

were so few . The Army Post Office Corps was comparatively a recent

institution ; but he thought the Commander- in -Chief would not

contradict him when he said that it had become a permanent and

indispensable part of our Army organisation , and that whenever we

had to mobilize and send a great force to defend the interests of the

Empire abroad the Army Post Office Corps would be required to take

its share in the work which had to be done.

On Monday the 2nd February the Postmaster General and the

officers of the Department in London entertained the London

members of the Telegraph Reserve and Army Post Office Corps to

dinner in the King's Hall, Holborn Restaurant . Between 400 and

500 of those who had served in South Africa were present.

Mr. Austen Chamberlain presided and proposed the toast of the

evening, the guests, and expressed his appreciation of the services of

the representatives of the Post Office, who had volunteered for active

service in the hour of their country's need . Lieut .-Colonel Treble

replied , and thanks were also returned by Sergeant-Major Hawkins on

behalf of the Army Post Office Corps , and Sergeant Nelson on behalf

of the Telegraph Reserve. Sir George Murray then proposed the

toast of the visitors , coupled with the name of the Duke of Norfolk,

who replied. In the course of the evening the Postmaster General

sent a telegram of greeting to Major Price, who, on the eve of his

return after more than three years of active service, had been detained

by illness in South Africa .

Cambridge.

WELCOME Home Supper to members of the Cambridge

Post Office and the Engineering Department who have returned

from active service in South Africa was held at the Lion Hotel, Cam

bridge, in December. The Postmaster presided , and was supported

by Messrs. E. J. Arcott (chief clerk) , R. Ashby and F. W. Robinson

(superintendents), C. E. Costigan (assistant superintendent, and

secretary to the supper and presentation committee ), T. Law and

A. Chandler (inspectors ).

The guests were Captain W. E. Craig, late of the Sussex Imperial

Yeomanry and formerly inspector of messengers at Cambridge ;

Sergt. E. Pooley and Private S. Andrews (Engineer's Department,

A
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Eastern District), of the Volunteer Company 3rd (Cambs.) V.B. Suffolk

Regiment ; Sappers E. Egar and A. R. Fuller ( sorting clerks and

telegraphists, Cambridge ), of the Royal Engineers Battalion ; Lance

Corporal J. W. Weeks, 2nd Lincolnshire Regiment , Lance-Corporal

J. E. Cousens, 2nd Bedfordshire Regiment, Lance-Corporal G.

Goldsmith and Private W. Edwards, of the ist Suffolks, and Private

G. F. Berryman , of the R.A.M.C.

After an excellent repast had been enjoyed, the usual loyal toasts

were proposed , and a presentation, which consisted of ten photo

graphic groups of the guests in uniform , suitably framed and inscribed,

was made by the Postmaster. The health of the guests was then

THE GUESTS AT THE WELCOME HOME SUPPER , CAMBRIDGE .

drunk with musical honours, and Captain Craig in a short speech

returned thanks, on behalf of himself and his comrades, to his late

colleagues for the reception they had given them that night and also

for the handsome presentation . It is pleasant to record that each of

the guests returned from the war in good health, and without having

sustained injury. As a result, three charities , viz . , the Soldiers' and

Sailors' Families Association , Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge, and

a Convalescent Home in connection with the latter institution have

benefited substantially by the unused portion of the Cambridge Post

Office War Fund.

Captain Craig, Sergt. Pooley, and Private Andrews have each

received the freedom of the Borough of Cambridge ; and a similar

honour is to be extended to Messrs. Egar and Fuller. F. W. W.
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THIS

The New Savings Bank Head-quarters.

AT
T the moment of going to press the Savings Bank clerks are

being moved into their new quarters at West Kensington, and

we must reserve for a future number a full description of the building .

But we are at least able to say that so far the arrangements made

for the transfer of the staff appear to be excellent , and the building

itself gives general satisfaction. It is not too much to say that the

staff have never worked under such comfortable conditions since the

Bank was started . For years they have suffered much in the various

uncomfortable quarters in which they have been located , and though

the district of West Kensington is not the most convenient spot that

could have been selected , it is hoped that the demand for better train

services will soon be met. Light , air , and space are the essential

conditions under which good workmanship is produced, and all are

now the possession of the Savings Bank staff ; no doubt many

inconveniences and disadvantages will subsequently be discovered, but

the essentials have been obtained, and we have no doubt the health

of the staff will benefit considerably by the change. Promotion may

in consequence be slower, and the pension list may assume eventually

bigger proportions, but then, “ there is always a summat.”

Postal Employees' Travel Association .

HIS Association has now commenced its 12th annual season ,

and is offering “ privilege' rates for sea -trips to and from

London, the South Coast of England, Ireland, and Scotland . During

last season 500 members of the service availed themselves of the

benefits afforded. Parties from various departments, among whom

the ladies figured prominently, were arranged ; and the districts

chiefly favoured by them were Cornwall and the Scilly Islands. It

must be added that the Association is now affiliated with the

Polytechnic Touring Association ; and the programme for the coming

season will therefore be very extensive. Full information respecting

the Association may be obtained from Mr. C. S. Keen (of the C.T.O. ) ,

one of the Hon . Secs . , at 49 , Newgate Street , E.C. Mr. Keen , by

the way, has recently been “ admitted ” to the freedom of the City of

London . He had the honour of being received and welcomed by

Sir Joseph Dimsdale, M.P., the City Chamberlain, and ex Lord Mayor

of London .

The “ Boomerang " Entertainment.

'HE fifteenth annual entertainment in connection with our

contemporary, The Boomerang, the magazine of the Postal

Order Branch , was held on the 2nd February last at the Cripplegate

Institute, Golden Lane, Barbican , E.C. The long continued prosperity

of the magazine does infinite credit to the ladies who conduct and

to those who so faithfully support it , and the annual entertainments, by

means of which any deficiencies in the balance sheet are adjusted , are

always excellent in quality and well attended . I have attended a large

number of these gatherings, and on almost every occasion I have said

to myself, “ This is the best. ” The special feature this year was the

TH



ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG . 215
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acting of some scenes from Crauford ,” arranged and directed by

Miss H. L. Salom . There is nothing so difficult to the amateur actor

as the successful rendering of plays which depend for their effectiveness
on dialogue rather than action, but taking this fact well into

consideration the actresses acquitted themselves admirably. A word

of especial praise must be given to Miss L. Adams' Martha, and to Miss

B. Macintosh's Miss Matilda Jenkyns. The costumes were quaint

and in some instances very pretty , and the spirit of the thing was

caught in both acting and costumes. A concert formed the second

part of the entertainment. I enjoyed especially Miss Margaret

Taylor's singing: she has a fine, well-trained voice. Miss Miers

recited “ Fizziwig's Ball ” with her usualhumour and skill , and Miss

H. L. Salom wasexcellent in two sketches by Mrs. Perkins Stetson .
E.B.

The King's Civil Service Club.

'HIS is a ladies' club, and the members gave a successful Fancy

Dress Dance at King's College on January 28th , and prizes

were offered for

The prettiest costume.

The most unique costume.

3 . The best costume worn by visitors .

The competition was decided by vote. There were Poppies, Roses ,

Snowdrops, Lampshades, Italian girls, a French fishergirl, a Mail Bag,

the Vicar of Wakefield's daughter, and numbers of others . The

majority of votes fell to

Mimosa. Miss Harman.

Mark Embury. Miss M. K. Brookes.

3 . Order of the Bath. (Bath travelling sponges.)

Miss Rudderforth .

In spite of the absence of men, we are informed , the several parts

were gone through admirably, and the square dances in particular

were remarkably free from the regrettable mistakes that usually occur
when the clumsier sex are present .

Subscriptions from Abroad.

P to the time of going to press we have received the following

I.

2 .

1 .

2 .

Usubscriptions'come abroad weconstantinople,thechilencore,
Amsterdam , Christiania , Cologne , Malmo-Nassjo , Calcutta, Quetta,

Shanghai, Cairo, Colombo (4 ), Ottawa ( 12 ) , Sydney ( 19) , Wellington ,

N.Z. (35 ) ; 40 copies have been ordered from the Transvaal, and
47 from Natal.

Odds and Ends.

' HE magazine staff, present and past, has done well in recent

official promotions. Mr. A. F. King, who has been our

treasurer since 1895 , becomes an assistant secretary. Mr. H. S. Carey,

who in prose and verse was for several years one of our most valued

contributors, is now a principal clerk, an honour which he shares with

Mr. A. M. J. Ogilvie, who , as joint proprietor in the past and

THE
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contributor since the beginning, is especially one of us.” Then

Mr. R. J. Mackay, who has become a first class clerk , has been a

contributor on several occasions and is a good friend to us . And even

Mr. A. H. Norway, who is also now a first -class clerk, has attended a

contributors' dinner. We congratulate ourselves most heartily on our

good fortune.

HE English Illustrated Magazine begins with the April number

has undertaken to write for the magazine a series of articies during

the year under the general title, “ The Passing Hour.” The first

article appears in the April number. In the same number is

published a critical estimate of Mr. Swinburne by Professor York

Powell, and a characteristic criticism of Miss Ellen Thorneycroft's

novels by Mr. G. K. Chesterton . There are also stories by Arthur

W. Marchmont, Robert Barr, and Charles Marriott . An effort is

being made to restore to the magazine the literary character which ,

in its early days, was almost its raison d'être. The general

appearance of the magazine is improved. Messrs. Hutchinson & Co.,

Paternoster Row, are the publishers, and the price is still sixpence .

We combifles the somewhat diverse occupations of a volunteer
gunner with that of one of the solicitors attached to the Department,

read a paper recently at the school room at Buckhurst Hill on

“ The Humours of the Law . ” Mr. Stroud kept an audience of both

sexes and all ages attentive and amused for nearly an hour on this

subject, which is , perhaps, one somewhat alien to a chapel school

room . The lecturer spent his nervousness beforehand in cutting

himself while shaving, and his composed manner and military bearing

lead us to recommend this remedy for stage fright. We understand

that an album filled with photographs of young ladies is treasured by

Mr. Stroud as a memento of the occasion . The lecturer is an LL.B.

of London, which is now somewhat freely translated at Buckhurst

Hill as the “ Love Lorn Bachelor. ” Copies of the paper may be

obtained on application to Mr. Stroud , at the General Post Office,

by payment of one penny.

A
WRITER in the Paris Messenger, evidently an American ,

states that an official of the American Post Office, who had

made an examination of European postal systems recently , reported

to his Government that “ the American postal system was the best in

the world and the best managed.” The writer describes this as

“ about as impudent a pronouncement as can well be imagined .

America possesses no postal savings bank, no postal telegraph system

( in manyWestern States it costs three francs to send a dozen words

a hundred miles over the monopolist private wires) ; there is no system
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of parcels post such as exists in England, and until recently there was

no rural delivery. To see a long line of citizens, even in towns of

five and six thousand inhabitants, waiting outside the post office for

their morning 'mail' was as curious a sight for a European as could

well be imagined .”

M
R. W. A. D. EVANSON, Post Office Surveyor of the Midland

District of Scotland , who was recently married , was

presented by the head postmasters of the district with a solid silver

tea tray of chaste design, bearing a suitable inscription, and by the

chief clerks, with a pretty silver salver.

*

MR:
( R. JOHN DUGDALE WEDDALL, Postmaster of Ilford ,

retired, owing to ill-health , on the 29th of November last .

Before leaving Ilfordhe was presented by the post office staff with a
handsome marble clock as a mark of esteem .

ACTINGonasuggestionmadebythe Postmaster General at the

officers of the Department should assist it more by their efforts, the

local staff of the Northampton Post Office organised a very successful

concert in February in aid of the fund, and handed over as a result

about £20 to the treasurer.

O
UR congratulations to Mr. C. Maxwell Hibberd , late Postmaster

of Reading, on his appointment as Postmaster-General of

Natal. Mr. Hibberd has been a valuable supporter of the magazine,

and we hope he will still interest himself on our behalf when he goes
to South Africa.

WE
E regret that owing to the necessity of going to press at an

early date we are unable to give an account of a most

successful concert organised by the ladies of the Savings Bank

Department in aid of a Social Club for Women to be established at

West Kensington. The concert was held on the 24th March, and a

full account of it appears in The Civilian of the 28th March .

A
POST Office Savings Bank depositor recently wrote to the

Postmaster -General complaining that he had not received an

acknowledgment of a small deposit made in his account. He began

his letter angrily, but he softened in manner in the postscript, “ Perhaps

the enclosed paper on Orchids may interest you.” That was kind

and thoughtful of him . Moreover it was heaping coals of fire on the

Postmaster -General's head.
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[Note. It should be clearly understood that these lists are unofficial; but every
effort is made to render them accurate and complete. ]

Promotions.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE ,

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

i
i

:

99 >>

S.O. King, A. F. Asst. Sec . 1873 ; Prin . Clk . , '99

Carey, H. S. Prin . Clk. 1880 ; Cik . , Ist Cl . , '98

Ogilvie , A. M. J. 1881 ; Clk . , ist Cl . , '99

Edwards, G. S... Cik ., isť ci . In . Rev. , '81 ; S.O. ,

G.P.O. , '82

Norway, A. H ... In . Rev. , '80 ; S.O. ,

G.P.O. , '83

Mackay, R. J... 1883

Langridge, A. K. Cik., ist C.,Supply. 1898 ; Ci . , 2nd Cl . , '94
Est .

De Wardt , J. I.. 1883 ; Clk . , 3rd Cl . , '94 ;

2nd Cl. , '95

Pye, E. C .... Clk ., 2nd Cl.,Supply. 1885 ; Clk . , C.E.B. , '92

Est .

Overbury, A. Clk . , 2nd Div ., '90 ; Clk. ,

C.E.B., '94

Curran, J. ... 1887 ; Clk., S.O. , '94

Alexander, R. 1884 ; Clk . , S.O. , '94

Watson, A. E. Clk . , 2nd Div .,' 90 ; Cik . ,

S.O. , '94

Allan , J. C. Clk ., 3rd Cl.,Supply. 1875 ; Asst.Clk ., '93

Est .

Billsom , W. W ... 1872 ; Asst . Clk . , '93

Read , H. B..... Cik . , 2nd Div., S.B . ,'98 ;

Exr. , T.S.D. , ' oo

,, (Telegraphs) Smith , W. T. Supt . Tel . Business 1869 ; G.P.O. , '70 ; Asst .

Race Meetings Supt., C.T.O., '98

„ ( Telephones) Berlyn , A. L. E .. Ch. Cik . London Tel., C.T.O., '85 ; Clk . ,

Telephone Service S.O. , '95

Miss M. W. Asst. Super., Central Tel. Oper. , '96 ; Asst.

Webster Telephone Exch . Super., Bolton , '02

Regy . Edmonds, A. H .. Reg. Asst., 2nd Cl. Tel . , C.T.O. , '98

Crook, R. ... '99

Stephenson , H ... s.č. & T. , Redcar, '99 ;

Tel., C.T.O. , '02

Coveney , D. J... S.C. & T., Cork , '99

Bain , C. S. Asst. Clk . , S.B.D. , '99

A.G.D.
Gerahty, C. E .... Prin . Book-Keeper M.0.0 .,'67; R.A.G.O.,

and Registrar of 72 ; Prin . Cik . , '92 ;

Bonds Acct . , '92

Farmer , A. Acct . 1870 ; Exr. , '96 ; Asst .

Acct . , 'oo

Bunce , J.: Asst. Acct . S.B. , '74 ; R.A.G.O .,' 80 ;

Exr. , '99

Harrington , E. J. Exr . 1882 ; Hr . Gr . , '96
P.O.B. Miss J. Morgan '. Clk ., istci. 1892

c.r.o. Woodifield, R. J. E.T.Co. , '60 ; G.P.O. ,

Cont.'s Off. 70 ; Asst. Super., '87 ;

CIk . , 2nd Cl . , '94

>

>
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OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENTS . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

C.T.O.

Cont.'s Off.

c.1.0 .

:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Cl . , '95

1874

1874

1874

Dunford, V. M .. Clk. , ist Cl. ... 1881 ; Sen. Tel ., '92 ;

Clk. , 3rd Cl . , '94 ;

2nd Cl . , '95

Mackenzie, T. 2nd Ci .... 1882 ; Clk. , 3rd Cl . , '94

Donno, T. G. 1889 ; Clk ., 3rd Cl., '95

Willshire , J. Supt . . U.K.T.Co., '65 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Supt . , '86 ;

Clk ., 2nd Cl., '94 ;

ist Cl . , '95

Didden , F. P. ... 1877 ; Asst. Supt . , '90 ;

2nd Cl . Clk ., '94 ;

Ist Cl . , 'oi

Hopwood , H. M.T.Co., '61 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Supt . , '86

Samson, A. A. Asst. Supt . , Ist CI. 1870 ; Asst. Supt., 2nd

Cl . , '94

Hagan, H. L. B. & S. C. Ry . , '67 ;

G.P.O. , '73 ; Asst.

Supt., 2nd Cl., '94

Murphy, D. J.... 1870 ; Asst. Supt ., 2nd

Kemp, R. E. 2nd CI. 1875

Jones, D. G.

Jeffries, H.

Fielder , W.

Baker , W. C. 1874

Bloomfield, Ä . C. Over '& Senr. 'řel.. 1848
Hill , R. W. 1878

Clarke, E. J. 1878

Muller , F. J. 1878

Malein , A.W. 1878

Aldred , W. H. 1878

Andow , J .... 1878

Miss C. Riorderi Asst. Super . , Nr. Gr. 1870
L. Curtis ... 1870

A. M. D. Lr."Gr. 1876

Grant

J. Burrows . 1876

R. Barnard 1876

E. C.

Mayersbach

E. Smith ... 1880

Trezise, J. M.G. Tech. Ofir., Ist” C1. Engr., '97 ;

Engr ., '98

Few , H. P. Clk . , 3rd Cl . ... C.C. & T., L.P.S. , '93

Robb, J. McL .... Asst. Supg. Engr. Tel., Belfast, ’74 ; Jr.

(Prov.) Clk . , E. in C.O. , '82 ;

Insp ., '87 ; Engr ., Ist

Cl . , '97

Eaton , G. J. Engr . , 2nd CI. Tel., Aberdeen, '85 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O., '95 ;

Sub. · Engr . , '98

Williams, J. E .... Tel. , Newcastle on - Tyne,

'89 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

c.O., '95 ; Sub .-Engr.,

99

:
:

:

1877

99

E. in c.o. Ist

C
I
.

...

'98
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OFFICE . NAME , APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

E. in 6.0 .
Walby, W.F... Engr., 2nd CI .

Mercer, C. J.

Atkinson , J. W.

Brown, H. P. 99

Lee, A. G.

Tel . , Belfast , '88 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '91 ;

Senr. Clk . , '99

S.C. & T. , Folkestone,

'92 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O., '99 ; 3rd Cl .

Clk . , ' oo

S.C. & T., Birmingham ,

'93 ; Jr. Clk ., E. in

C.O., '99 ; 3rd Cl .

Clk . , 'oo

S.C. & T., Newcastle,

'97 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O., '99 ; 3rd Cl .

Clk ., 'oo

Clk . , 2nd Div . , '98 ;

Clk . , E. in C.O. , 3rd

Cl . , 'oi

S.C. & T., Birmingham ,

'88 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O. , '99 ; 3rd Cl.

Clk . , 'oi

1895 ; Sub .- Engr ., '99

Tel. , Aberdeen , '89 ;

Edin ., '92 ; Jr. Cik . ,

E. in C.O. , '97 ; Sub ..

Engr. , '99

S.C. & T., Birmingham ,

'90 ; Jr. Clk , E. in

C.O. , '97 ; Sub . -Engr. ,

,
,

Bullock , A. H. ...

Batty , J. W.

Hardie, J. J.

Brown, H.

'99

99 Crisp , C. T.

Statters, J. E.

Humphries,W. F.

Alexander, R.

Shaw , J. H. 9 )

Cardrey, A. G....

S.C. & T., Ipswich , '85 ;

Relay Clk., '98

S.C. & T., Hull, ’90 ; Jr.

Clk ., E. in C.O. , '98 ;

Sub.-Engr., '99

Tel., Limerick , '83 ; Jr.

Cik . , E. in C.O. , '98

S.C. & T., Edin ., '85 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , '98

S.C. & T., Belfast , ’92 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O.,

98 ; Sub -Engr., '99

1882 ; Tel . , C.T.O., '85 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O.,

'98 ; Sub .-Engr., '99

S.C. & T. , Birmingham ,

87 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in
C.O., '98

S.C. & T., Aberdeen , '88 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O.,

'98 ; Sub .-Engr., '99
S.C. & T., Edin ., '88 ;

Jr. CIk . , E. in C.O., '98

S.C. & T. , Exeter, '84 ;

Relay Cik . , '98

Baxter, J. ... 99

Brown , J ....

Scott, A.
>

Roberts, A. H ....
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OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

E. in C.O. Pink , E, A. Engr . , 2nd Ci . .

Hines, J. A.

McSeveny, W. ... Sub .-Engr.

Pollock , C. E.

,
,

Wyatt , J. ..

. ,

Buckland , J.

>

Vaughan , G. 11 .

.
.
.

.
.
.Bailey , G. ... 9

... Heys, E.

.
.
.

99 91

Farr , A. K.

.
.
.

Calveley, W. H.

.
.
.

99

Rattue, A....

.
.
.

Tel., C.T.O. , '87 ; Relay

Clk . , '98

Tel., C.T.O., '93 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. , ' oo

Royal Engr. ; S.C. & T.,

Glasgow , 'oi

S.C. & T. , Newcastle -on

Tyne, '97 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T.,Rochdale, '88 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , 'oo

S.C. & T., Taunton , '88 ;

Birmingham , '99 ; Jr.

Clk ., E. in C.O., '00

S.C. & T. , M'ter ., '89 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T., South Shields ,

'90 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O. , '00

S.C. & T., Bristol, '89 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T. , Crawley, '90 ;

Woolwich , '91 ; Jr.

CIk . , E , in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T., Dublin , '91 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T., Bristol , '93 ;

Jr. Clk., E. in C.O., ' oo
S.C. & T., Bristol, '93 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O., 'oo

S.C. & T., '93 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T. , South Shields,

'93; Jr. Clk . , E , in

C.O. , '00

Tel., C.T.O., '88 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O., 'or

Tel . , C.T.O. , '89 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O., 'oi

Tel ., C.T.O., '89 ; Jr.

Clk . , E , in C.O. , 'or

C.C. & T., W., '91 ; Jr.

Cik . , E. in C.O. , 'oi

Tel . , C.T.O. , '87 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. , 'oi

S.C. & T. , '88 ; Jr. Clk .,

E. in C.O. , 'oi

Tel., C.T.O., 88 ; Jr.

Clk . , E , in C.O. , 'oi

S.C. & T., '88 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in C.O. , 'or

S.C. & T., Dublin , '90 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O., 'or

S.C. & T. , Macclesfield,

'90 ; Jr. Cik . , E. in

C.0 ., 'oi

Lock , F.99

.
.
.

Ray, J. W.

.
.
.

Atkins, F.... 92

.
.
.

Hunter, G.99

Dolton , W. 99

Newton, E. I. T.99

) .
.
.

Field, A. W.99

.
.
.

Cowling , G.99

.
.

... Devereux, T.99

.
.
.

Burbridge, W.C.

.
.
.

:

99

. .
.
. Cruickshank, W.

.
.
.

.
.
. Cobbe, T....

.
.
. Wildgoose,

G. H. A.

.
.
.
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

19

9

99

.
.
.

99

,

وو

.
.
.

99

E , in C.O. Smerdon , T. Sub .- Engr. Tel . , C.T.O., '86 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. , 'or

Addey, F.... Tel. , C.T.O., '99 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.0 ., '02

Bowyer, G. Tel . , C.T.O., '97 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '02

Schofield, G. H. 1893

Smith , G. R. Jr. Cik. (Prov.) Tel . , C.T.O., '87

Small, J. S.C. & T. , Walsall, '87

Brown , C .... S.C. & T., Dublin , '88

Thorogood, S.W. Tel., C.T.O., '88

Morris, F. J. S.C. & T. , Cardiff, '90

Arnold , F .... S.C. & T., Aberdare, '91

Miller , B. S.C. & T. , Newcastle-on

Tyne, '92

Friar , J. S.C. & T. , Newcastle -on

Tyne, '93

Wilson , W. A. 1888 ; Sr., L.P.S., '93

Neate, E. P. Tel . , C.T.O. , '94

Atkins, W. S.C. & T., Bournemouth ,

'94

Bell , J. H. Tel., C.T.O., '95 ; S.C.

& T. , Aberdeen , '98

Bain , G. P. S.C. & T. , Aberdeen , '95

Cranage, H. S.C. & T.,Wolverh'ın ,'96

Partington , R. N. S.C. & T. , Stoke-on

Trent, '96

Ellis , R. H. S.C. & T., Newcastle -on

Tyne, '96

Vickery, W. S.C. & T., Hull, '96

Ryder, W. V. S.C. & T., Derby, '96

Jefferies, F. S.C. & T., L'pool, '97

Howlett, T. S.C. & T. , L'pool, '98

Day , W. S.C. & T., M'ter, '98

Gear , W. J. S.C. & T., Maidstone,'98;

Sur . Sta. Clk. , '02

Randall, C. W .... Ch . Steward, Cable Steward , “ Alert , ” '97
ship Monarch "

Factories Britton , R. ... Super. L.P.T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Jr. Clk . ,C . of S.O. ,

'79 ; Senr . Clk . , ' 84 ;

Asst. Supt., '90

Milner , W. Asst. Super. 1883 ; Supervisor, '92

L.P.S., Conti's Morris, E. E. T.. Clk. , 2nd Ci.... 1885 ; Clk ., L.Div .,'87 ;

Off. Clk ., C.O., L.P.S . , '93

Raison , C. E. ... Cik . , 3rd Cl .... Tel . , C.T.O. , '95 ; Clk .,

2nd Div.,I. Rev.Dept.,

'99 ; A.G.D. , '02

Williams, A. B. o Clk . , 2nd Div ., A.G.D. ,

' oo

O'Mahony, P. Sr. , Cir . Off ., '00 ; Clk . ,

2nd Div ., A.G.D., 'oo

Laws, D. ... Clk . , 2nd Div. , A.G.D.,

' oo

Puttick, J. W. Super. of Mail Cart 1863 ; Over . , '72 ; Asst .

Services Super.,'77 ; Super.,'89

.
.
.

99

:
:
:
:
:
:

99

99

.
.
.

99 9
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OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

9

E.C.21

:
:
:

...

.
.
.

.
.

99

L.P.S. , Cont.'s Colgrave, D. Insp . 1881 ; Sr. , '84 ; Wtg.

ON. Asst ., '85 ; Sr. , '90 ;

Over., '94

Clark , C. E. Over . 1880 ; Sr. , '84 ; Wtg.

Asst., '88 ; Sr. , '90

Panter , A .... Apparatus Exr . , 2nd 1892

CI .

Cir . Off. Hopkins , G. Super. 1865 ; Asst. Super ., '92

Turner, C. H. Insp . 1873 Sr . , ' 77 ; Over . , '95

Parkinson , W. Over . 1879 ; Sr., '82

Bench , J. H. 1880 ; Sr. , '82

Parsons, E. L. P. 1880 ; Sr. , '82

Allin , J. T. Insp .-in Charge , M.T. Co., '64 ; G.P.O.,

Up. Sect. '70 ; Super.,'88 ; Insp .,

Lr. Sec. , '97

Holloway, G. W. Lw . Sect . 1871

Holmes , E. D .... Over . & Sen. Tel.... 1877

S.Ě.

1879Godbehear, C. ...

Sedgley, E. W ... Over. 1888 ; Lobby Offr ., '95
N , Waterman , W .. 1874 ; Lobby Offr., '86

Padd . Newman, A. J .... 1882 ; Sr. , '86

S.W. Lamb, E. J. 1878 ; Hd . Pn ., 'oo

N. Lane , C. 1880 ; Hd. Pn . , '99

S.E. Miss L. R. M. Super., Cl . III . 1880 ; Super. , CI . IV . , '98

Guy

M.0.0 . Thompson, A. Clk . , 3rd Cl.... Clk . , 2nd Div ., A.G.D.,

' oo

Warren , E. F. Tel., C.T.O .,' 99 ; Regy .

Asst., 'o2

R.L.O. Tanner, P. B. ... Exr . , 2nd Cl .... Clk . , 2nd Div ., S.B . , '95 ;

Clk . , R.L.O., '98

Phayre , A. H ... Clk . Tel . , C.T.O., '97 ; 2nd

Cl . Exr . , T.S.D., 'oo

Cornish , P. A. ... S.C. & T., Bristol , '99

Collington , B. A. Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B.D. ,

' oo

Melville, T. A .... Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B . , '99 ;

A.G.D., ' oo

Porteous, T. Clk . , 2nd Div ., S.B., '99

Haward , G. F. Clk ., 2nd Div ., S.B., 'oo

Frankish , C. N. Boy Clk ., Regy . , '96 ;

Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B.,

'98

S.B.D.
Miss J. A. Russell Asst. Super. 1881 ; Prin . Clk . , '94

F. Ofer Prin . Cik P.O.B., '83 ; S.B., '94 ;

Clk . , Ist Cl . , '95

F. Townshend CIk . , Ist Cl . 1890
Swres Dept. Morgan , G. Asst . Cont.

1871 ; Asst. Super. Exr . ,

'91 ; Super. Exr . , '98
Sur . Dept. Beard , S. E. Sur. Trav . Cik . S.C. & T. Cheltenham ,

'89 ; Sur. Sta . Clk .,'93

McDonagh, H. J. Sur. Sta . Clk . S.C. & T., Longford ,'97

Briggs, H. J. S.C. & T., M'ter ., '95 ;

Regy . Asst., '99

Butt, F. W. S.C. & T., Exeter , '84

Palmer, G. S.C. & T., '92 ; Regy.

Asst., '99

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:

.
.

) .
.
.

.
.
.

1 )

...

.

P
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OFFICE . VAME . APPOINTMENT .

Sur. Dept. Sur. Sta . Clk .Ackroyd, A.

Wilkin , J. S. 99

Jones, W. H.

Reid , H. 99

Westaway, L. H.

Service, J ....

Damerel, H. T.

Cahagan, S. P....

9

Pierce, J. ...

Essex, F. W. S.

>

Thompson, T ....

Stevenson, B. J.

Hegarty, J. J.

Wilson, J ....

Anderson, A.

Ramsay, J. L.

:
:

Taylor, A. W. ...

DeBorde, H. M ..

Clark , D. F.

PREVIOUS SERVICE .

S.C. & T. , Bradford , '97

S.C. & T. , L'pool , '90 ;

Kendal , '96 ; Ipswich ,

'00 ; Kendal, 'or

S.C. & T., Warwick , '81 ;

Leamington Spa, '83 ;

News Distrib .,C.T.O .,

'94

S.C. & T., Edin ., '92 ;

Paper -Kpr., Edin .,'99

S. C. & T., Devonport,

'99

S. C. & T., Saltcoats, '95

S. C. & T., Torquay , '96

S.C. & T. , Margate , '95 ;

Sr. , L.P.S., ²98

S.C. & T., Oswestry ,'90 ;

Regy. Asst., '99

S.C. & T., Bristol, '95 ;

Regy. Asst., '99

Sr. , Cir. Off ., '92

S.C. & T., Edin ., '95

S.C. & T., Sligo, '97

Asst. Clk ., Dublin , '99

S.C. & T., Aberdeen , '91

S.C. & T., Ayr, '94 ; Glas

gow , '96

S.C. & T., Sheffield , '96

S.C. & T., Sheffield , '97

C.C. & T.,E.C ., '89 ; Regy.

Asst . , 'oo

S.C. & T., '94 ; Regy.

Asst . , '00

S.C. & T., Liverpool,'91

S.C. & T., Liverpool, '88

S.C. & T., March , '92 ;

Leeds,'94 ; Maidstone,

'96

S.C. & T., Sittingbourne,

'97 ; Chatham , '97

S.C. & T., Maidstone,'98

S.C. & T., Tunbridge

Wells, 'oo

S.C. & T., Belfast, '99

S.C. & T., Reading, '97

S.C. & T., Northallerton ,

98

S.C. & T., Carrick -on

Suir , '00 ; Waterford ,'02

S.C. & T., Dumfries,'97 ;

Grangemouth, '99

S.C. & T., Ambleside,'96

S.C. & T., M'ter, '95

S.C. & T., Edin ., '95

S.C. & T.,Portsmouth ,'84

S.C. & T.,Cheltenham , 'oi

Owen , W. R.

:
:

Irvine, T. J.

Jones, W.

Ward, C. W.

Coleman, A. T ....

Gear , W. J.

Putman, E. R...

Reilly , M ....

Bowley, W. G ....

Eden , J. G.

... Cremins, R. J. 99

Dickie , J ....

Jenkinson.R.W.F .

Freeman , E.

Harper, J. M.

Miles, A. J.

Braine, P. W.
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PROVINCES-ENGLAND & WALES.

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

1877

Cl .

Birmingham Britten , H. B. Asst . Super. ( T. ) , ist 1871 ; Cik . , '90 ; Asst.

CI . Supt., 2nd Cl . , '97

Spurr , C. B. J.... Asst. Super. ( T.), 1871 ; Clk . , '98

2nd Cl .

Pearce, H. L. Clk. (T. )

Foxley, J. H. 1879

Uren , T. A. ( P. ) 1882

Stabler , G. W. H. 1882

Maguire, B. 1885
Blackburn

Callis, G. 1884

Bournemouth Speed , E. J. Asst. Supt . ( T. ) 1885 ; Clk . , '98

Bolton, E. J. J.... Clk . (T.) 1888

Brighton ... Dunstone, W. F... Ch. Clk .... 1878 ; Clk . ( P. ) , '91 ;

Asst. Supt . ( P. ) , '95

Pelling , T. H. ... Asst . Super. ( P. ) Tunbridge Wells, ’79 ;

Lewes,'83;Clk . , Lewes,

'00 ; First Clk . , Epsom ,

'02

bristol Bargus, J .... Asst. Super. ( P. ) , ist 1866 ; Clk . , '90 ; Asst .

Supt., 2nd Cl . , '93

Caradine, J. E .... Asst. Super . ( P.), 1879 ; Clk . , '97
2nd Cl.

Crosse, R. W. Cik . 1880

Carmarthen Hughes, E. H .... 1887

Croydon ... Pym , E. A. CK.Cik... 1875 ; Cik . , '85 ; Asst .

Supt., '91 ; Supt . , 'oo

Allaway , C. T .... Super. 1876 ; Cik ., '86 ; Asst .

Supt., 'oi

Wilmer, E. Asst . Super . ... 1874 ; Croydon , '83 ; Clk . ,

Amys, W. J. H. Clk.... 1886

Derby Brown , E. C. Clk . ( P . ) ... 1879

Swift, T. Clk . ( T . )... 1875

Miss N. B. Askew Asst. Super . S.C. & T. , King's Lynn ,

'91 ; Liverpool, '98

Exeter Toy, H. Asst . Super . ( T.) 1871 ; Clk . , 91

Hutchings, S. Clk. (T. ) ... 1871

Harrogate Creighton, C. Clk.... S.C. & T., York , '87

Hereford Scott, J.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

91

...

...

Ch . Clk .... 1874 ; Cik . , '91 ; Asst.

Supt., 'or

Weskett, F. W .... Asst. Supt . Circencester, '82 ; Glou

cester,'86 ; Clk .,Heref'd,

''or

Kingston -on- Pinson , N. T. ... Clk.... 1890

Thames

Leighton Groves, C. W. ... ist Clk . 1885

Buzzard

Liverpool MissH.M.Harvey Asst. Super. Nat. Tel. Co., '97 ; Tel .

( Telephones) Oper., Post Office , '97

Manchester Miss E. Lawson Super. (P. ) Tel., '81 ; C'terwoman &

Retr . , '85 ; Asst.Super. ,

Miss á . Jackson . Asst. Super . ( P. ) ... 1881

99

'98
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OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

...

.
.
.

Manchester Miss C. J. Scott . Asst . Super. Nat . Tel . Co. , '91 ; Tel.

( Telephones) Oper., P.O. , '97

A. Wood Nat . Tel . Co., '93 ; Tel .

Oper ., P.O. , '97

Margate ... Dunne, E. L. Ch . Clk ... Canterbury, '82 ; Cik . ,

Margate ,'92 ; Ist Clk .,

Sutton , 'oo

Middlesbrough . Hawkins, R. J. Cik . 1885

Newcastle -on- Reed , J. C. Asst . Supt. ( P. ) , 1881 ; Clk . , '88

Tyne 2nd Cl.

Northampton ... Ridgway, W. Asst . Supt. ( P. ) 1877 ; Clk . , 'oi

Richmond (Sry .) Allsop , J. Asst . Supt. 1885 ; Clk . , 'oi

Miss M. A. H. Super. 1891

MacNeill

Sutton Pett , G. H. Clk . , Ist Ci . S.C. & T., Sittingbourne,

81 ; Clk . , '90

Ware Clark, C. F. N ... Cik . S.C. & T., Dereham ,'90 ;

Ware, '96

West Bromwich Clarke , F. J. 1886

Wisbech ... ... Cornaby, W. A. .
1886

Wolverhampton Douglas, T. D.... Ch. Cik .... C.T.O ., '81 ; B'ham , '83 ;

Asst . Supt. (P.),W’ton,

'93 ; Supt. (P.), 'or

Dawkes, W. Supt . ( P. ) 1874 ; Cik . ( P. ), '89 ;

Asst. Super., 'oi

Greenall, W.J ... Asst. Supt. ( P. ) 1876 ; Clk. , '88

Morgan , J. Clk. (P.) 1876

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
....

IRELAND.

Boylan, Asst . Supt.Dublin ,

Stg. Off.

Ballina

Limerick

Keating, P. J.

Senior, E. M.

Clk .

Ch. Cik...

Clk . , 2nd Div ., Census

Off. , '91 ; Gen Registr.

Off ., '92 ; Clk ., 2nd

Div ., A.O . , '97 ; S.O. ,

'98

1892

Huddersfield , '81 ; Lan

caster , '86 ; Clk . , '95 ;

Pmr., Kilmallock ,'oo ;

Asst. Supt., Limerick,

'o2

...

SCOTLAND.

9

Edin ., Stg . Off. Bell, T. Clk .

Johnston , J.

Tel. Of. Miss I. J. Stewart Asst . Super.

Dundee Tait, J. Asst . Supt. ( P )

Winter, D. L. ( T.)

Gree ck Cochrane, C. Cik."(P.)...
Inverness Young, W. S. Asst.Supt. ( P.)

McIntosh , D. CIk . ( P .)...

1883

1888

1877

1881

1875 ; Clk . , 'or

1882

1873 ; Clk . , '98

1876
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

S.O. Yeld , E. , I.S.O. | Asst . Sec . 1859 ; M.0.0 .,'63; S.O.,

'64 ; Asst . Sec ., '96

Hautrive, N. Cik ., Ist Cl . , Supply Sub.Tel.Co .,'74; G.P.O.,

Est . '89 ; Foreign Letter

Clk . , '91 ; Ist Cl.Clk . ,

'96

Osborne, H. B. Officer in Charge of 1870

the Indian Mails

Langlois, A. M. . Asst. Clk . 1872 ; Asst . Clk . , '97

A.G.D. . Prall , C. Prin . Bk -Kpr. and M.0.0 .,'66 ; R.A.G.O. ,

Registrar of Bonds '72 ; Prin . Clk . , '91 ;

Acct . , '92 ; Prin . Bk

Kpr ., &c. , 'oi

Andrew , J. M .... Sec. Div. Clk . , Hr. M.0.0 ., '61; R.A.G.O. ,

Gr. '72 ; Hr. Gr. , '90

New , W. H. Clk . , 2nd Div. Sub . Tel. Co., '70 ;

G.P.O., '89

P.O.B. Miss H. S. Bailey Cik . , 2nd Cl . ... S.B. , ’77 ; P.O.B. , '81

K. F. A. 1882

Taylor

E. M. Knott. Sr. 1898

c.r.o. Gregory, G. Supt . E.T. Co.'52 ; India Govt.

Tels . , '63 ; Indo- Euro.

Govt. Tels . (Lon .),'67 ;

G.P.O. , '70

Hanifin , M. Asst. Supt. , Ist CI . E.T. Co. , '60 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super . , Ist

Cl . , 'oo

Maystone, P. A .. 2nd Ci.. E.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O. ,

70 ; Asst. Super., 2nd

CI . , '90

Valpy, A .... Tel. Sub. Tel. Co., G.P.O .,'89

Bowditch , A. Sub . Tel. Co., G.P.O ., '89

McCarthy, R. J.. Sub. Tel . Co. , G.P.O .,'89

Strank , W. H. ...

* Reddrop, A. H. 1898

* Cooper, H.G. ... 1898

Miss E. J. Boxall Asst. Super . E.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super., '96

J. E. Biles 1870 ; Asst. Super., 'oi

E. Ellor M'ter, '76 ; C.T.O .,'82 ;

Asst. Super ., '97

„ S.R.Hepburn Tel . 1871

E. L. Curtis 1882

B. M. Baldrey 1893

M. Hutchings

L. Bowman . 1898

E. in c.o. Leversedge, R.C. cik. , ist Ci. E.T. Co., '69 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; C. of S.O. , '82 ;

E. in C.O., '91

Awarded a Gratuity.

.
.
.

.
.
.

99

... 1883

19

99

.
.
.

99

:
:
:

:
:
:

1897
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OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

E. in C.0 . Heaviside, H. T. Senr. Clk . (Prov.)... 1870

L.P.S., Circ. Of. Scott, W. T. Insp . 1870 ; F.B. , '75 ; Insp . ,

C.O., '89

O'Connell, D. Sr. 1865

Robins, R. W.... 1871 ; Sr. , '74

* Pilling , A. 1894

" Clancy, P. 1900

S.W. Banks, W. H. Insp. 1866 ; Over . , '84 ; Insp . ,:
:
:
:

'96

N. Saville , T. Over.

.
.
.

.
.
.

1866 ; Sr. , '71 ; Over.,

'ןד

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

W.

92

S.W. ... Callaway , A. 1867 ; Sr. , '87 ; Over.,

'88

S.W. Marr, T. 1870 ; Over . , '90

Padd . Crompton, W. T. 1875 ; Over., '93
Padd. Moore, S. J. A. Sr. 1872 ; Sr. , '90

S.W. Pendreigh, J. J. 1885 ; Sr. , '88

* Willis, T. A. 1894

E. * Bradman , T. C.
1895

E.C. * Oakhill,W.G ... C.C . & T. 1898

E. Miss E. Putnam Super., Cl . III . L.P.T. Co., '61 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Super. , '88 ; 4th

Cl . , '93 ; 3rd Cl . , '98

S.W... D. M. 1874 ; Super., Cl . IV .,

Chapman '97 ; CI. III . , 'oo

S.W. ... F. H. C.C. & T. 1885

Heaver

Padd.... F. A. 1887

Pegram

E.C. E. G. 1895

Edwards

S.E. A. A. Shutt 1899

M.0.0. Wastie, J .... 1884

* Miss H. G. Clk. C.C. & T., Clk . ,

Heasman M.O.O., '99

R.L.O. Berry , W. W. ... Exr . , Ist Cl . ... C.D., '58 ; Retr . , R.L.O. ,

'67 ; Clk . , '89 ; Exr . ,

Ist Cl . , '96

Malin , J. ... 2nd Cl .... C.D., '61; Retr . , R.L.O. ,

'67 ; Clk . , '89 ; Exr . ,

2nd Cl . , '92

Miss E. A. | Retr . Tel., C.T.O., '87 ; Retr . ,

Holloway R.L.O. , '97

S.B.D. Copeland, W. F. Prin . Clk . 1862 ; 3rd Cl ., '63 ; Prin .

Clk . , '91

Cousins, A. Clk . , 2nd Div ., 1866 ; Genl. Body, '67 ;

Hr. Gr. Hr. Gr . , '90

Willmore, F. R. A.O. , Edin ., '67 ; S.B. ,

67 ; Hr . Gr . , '90

West , A. O. 1865 ; Genl . Body ., '67 ;

Hr . Gr . , '90

Long, J. D. 1865 ; Genl . Body , '67 ;

Hr. Gr . , '90

Haywood , F.... 1873 ; Hr. Gr . , '91

Miss D.E. Michell Prin . Cik . 1877 ; Prin . Clk . , '90

M. A. Cross Clk . , 2nd Cl .... 1881

... Sr., Paperkeeper
'96 ;

.
.
.

.
.
.

92

:
:
:

.

99

Awarded a Gratuity .
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OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

S.B.D.

Stores Dept.

Miss A.W.D'Arcy Clk . , 2nd Cl ....

Varley, A. F. ... Asst . Cont .

1891

E.T. Co., '60 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst . Cont., '88

Sub . Tel. Co. , G.P.O.,

'89

Kennett , G. B .... Clk .

PROVINCES–ENGLAND and WALES.

Aldershot

Basingstoke

Taphouse, H.

Young, C. J.

S.C. & T.

Pmr.

Birmingham Machin , F. ... Assst . Super. ( T.),

2nd Cl.

Bristol Chambers, G. E. Asst. Super. ( P. ) ,

Ist CI.

99

Carlisle

Chesterfield

Perrott , C. S.C. & T.

Ashton, F.

Miss E. Thomas

M. Norman Tel. Opr.

Booth , T .. S.C. & T.

Smith , J.

Hilton , J. W. Pmr.

>

Doncaster

1883

Southampton, '66 ; Asst.

Exeter

Guildford

Huddersfield

Green , R. ... S.C. & T.

Miss F. Connell

Mason, R , W. ... Pmr.

Hull...

Ilford

Brown, R ..... S.C. & T.

Weddall, J. W .... Pmr.

Kendal Miss E. Watson S.C. & T.

Newcastle -on- Raven , J. Clk . ( P. ) ...

Tynel

Miss M. Adamson S.C. & T.

Normanton Wilson , R.

Northampton McMurray, G .... Asst. Super. (P.)

Oxford Price, R. Cik . ( P.)

Penzance ... Hamlyn, G. S.... S.C. & T.

St. Albans Spanswick , J. Pmr.

:
:
:

Super. ( P.), '91 ; Pmr.,

Basingstoke, '95

E.T. Co., '61 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Cik . ( T. ), '87 ;

Asst. Super., '94

1861 ; Cik . ( P.), '85 ;

Asst . Super ., 2nd Cl.,

'90 ; Ist Cl . , '97

1871

1886

1879

1896

1873

1875 ; S.C. & T., '85

M.T. Co. , '54 ; G.P.O.,

M'ter, '70 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd 1., '86 ;

Ist Cl., '90 ; Pmr.,

Doncaster , '92

1880

1891

M.T. Co., '54 ; G.P.O.,

M'ter , '70 ; Super .,

'83 ; Ch . Super ., '90 ;

Pmr., Huddersfield , '92

E.T. Co., '67

S.C. & T., Accrington ,

? 72 ; Clk . , 87 ; Ch .

CIk ., '91 ; Pmr., Grays,

'95 ; Pmr., Ilford, '98

1885

1873 ; Clk . , '96

1886

... 1872

1865 ; Isse. Super ., '91

1864 ; CIk . , '87

1892

Newbury , '57 ; Pmr.,

St. Albans, '71

1890

L.l'.S .,'64 ; ' nr ., Slough,

'80

1866

1886

...Shrewsbury

Slough

Miss A. E. Jones S.C. & T.

Doddrell, T. Pmr.

Southampton

Southport

Cooper, W.

Weaver , T.

S.C. & T.

S.C. & T.

Awarded a Gratuity.
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IRELAND

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Dublin , Stg . Of . Whelan , A.

ور McElwee, J. P.

Bell, J.Armagh

Belfast

Clones

Dundalk

Wilson, N. J.

Walsh , W ....

Swale, R.

Asst . Super., Ist Cl. 1871 ; Over., '89 ; Asst .

Supt., 2nd Cl . , '91 ;

ist Cl . , '98

S.C. & T. 1898

Pmr. Belfast, '67 ; Pmr. , Kil

kenny, 80 ; Pmr.,

Armagh, '89

S.C. & T. 1887

S.C. & T. M.T. Co., '68

Pmr. Newry , '64 ; Pmr., Car

low , '82 ; Pmr., Coler

aine, '93 ; Pmr., Dun

dalk , '99

Ch . Clk .... 1870 ; Clk. , '83 ; Ch.Clk . ,

'91

Newry Calter , J.

SCOTLAND.

Edinburgh

( Tel. Of.)

Watson, P. Asst . Super., CI. I. . E.T. Co., '67 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Asst. Super., '91 ;

Ist Cl., '92

Miss E. Ainslie... Asst. Super. 1872 ; Asst. Super., '91

E. S. Jack . S.C. & T.

MacLeod, J. 1884

Webster, R. 1864 ; S.C. & T., '70

Dingwall

Forres

Inverness

Awarded a Gratuity.

ABBREVIATIONS.

Acct . , Accountant ; Asst . , Assistant; C.C. & T., Counter Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Ch., Chief; Cl., Class ; Clk ., Clerk ; Cont., Controller ; Div ., Division ;
Engr., Engineer ; Exr. , Examiner ; Gr . , Grade ; Hd ., Head ; Hr . , Higher;

Insp ., Inspector ; Jr. , Junior ; Lr . , Lower ; Offr., Officer ; Over., Overseer ; P. ,

Postal ; Pn ., Postman ; Pmr., Postmaster ; Pms ,, Postmistress ; Pr.-Kr., Paper

Keeper ; Prin ., Principal ; Prob ., Probationary ; Prov., Provinces ; Retr . ,

Returner; Sec ., Secretary ; Sen., Senior ; S.C. & T., Sorting Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Sr. , Sorter ; Stg., Sorting ; Sta ., Stationary ; Supply ., Supplementary ;

Sur., Surveyor; Super., Superintendent or Supervisor ; Tech ., Technical ; Tel.,
Telegraphist ; Temp., Temporary ; Tr., Tracer ; Wtg ., Writing.
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Deaths.

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

9

99

1

C.T.O. Bishop, W. A. ... Tel. 1881

Mehls, J. F. 1881

Clarke, F. W. 1895

Wortham , F. C.. 1900

Butcher , H. 1902

Mrs. E. J. 1893

Edwards

L.P.S., Cont.'s Thomas, E. R. • Apparatus Exr . , 2nd 1876 ; Sr. , '80 ; 2nd Cl .
Of. CI . Exr ., '94

Cir . Off . Merckel , B. Over. 1875 ; Sr.,'78 ; Over ,'91

Bennell, T. H .... 1874 ; Sr. , ' 77 ; Over. , '97

Mason , F.... Sr ? 1874 ; Sr. , '77

Barry , P. 1871 ; Sr. , '89

Brindle, W. ... 1898 ; Sr. , 'o2

W.
Steed , A. A. 1880 ; Sr. , '84

W.C. Power , M. J. ... 1898
S.W.... Miss M. E. A. C.C. & T. 1901

Evans

M.0.0 . ... Gibbons, A. H .. Clk . , Sec . Div. , Hr. 1872 ; Hr. Gr . , '90

Gr .

S.B.D.
McCallum , J. T.. Clk . , Ist Cl . ... C.D. , '68 ; S.B. , '70 ;

Clk . , Ist Cl . , '95

Howard, T. W.. Cik . , Sec. Div ., Hr . ' 1874 ; Hr . Gr. , '94

Gr .

Exeter
Fowler, H. Asst. Supt . (T. ) ... U.K.T. Co., '68 ; P.O. ,

70 ; Clk . , '91 ; Asst .

Super ., '99

Ipswich Smith , F. H. Asst . Supt . ( P. ) ... 1870 ; Cik . ( P. ) , '82 ;

Asst . Super . , 'oo
Kendal Walker , W. S.C. & T.

Manchester
Biddolph , W. Asst. Supt., 2nd Cl.. 1880 ; Clk . , '96 ; Asst .

Super . , 'o2

Plymouth Cowan, J .... Clk . ( P. ) 1881 ; Clk . , '98

Newport (Mon.) Lewis, C. ... Clk. (T.) E.T. Co., '69 ; P.O. , '70 ;

CI . , 'or

Stockport ... Davies, G. T. Pmr . 1866 ; Pur., Pembroke

Dock , '72 ; Rochdale ,

| '80 ; Stockport, '97
York Pearson , W. A. S.C. & T. 1893

Edinburgh ... Massie , W. ...! 1891

Glasgow ... ... Ramsay, T. A." 1888

1887

1

.
.
.
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE . NAME . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Basingstoke ...
Beckenham

Doncaster

Johnston, J.

Coutts, R.

Davenport, J.

Edenbridge ...

Gillingham

Honiton

Ilford

Watts, M. D.

Balls, H. R.

Somerfield , R.

Irvine , J. W.

:
:
:

Launceston ...

Llanelly

Lytham

Sloggett, T. J. P.

Gay, S. D.

Barlow , J.

March ...

Market Harboro '

Papworth, A. C.

Burgess, A.

Poole Keefe, D.

Pmr . , Newton Stewart ; Morpeth

Clk ., Croydon ; Ch . Cik .

Stg. Clk ., Shrewsbury; Insp . of Pn.,

Stoke -on - Trent; Cik . , Ch . Clk .,

Stafford ; Pmr ., Huntingdon, Ban

bury, S, Shields

Stg . Čik . , Bath ; Cik .

S.C. & T. , Wisbech ; Clk .

S.C. & T. , Barnstaple

M.T. Co., Clk . , N. Shields ; Ch.

Clk . ; Pmr . , Aberdare

Tel., Pembroke Dock , Cardiff ; CIk .

S.C. & T., Exeter ; Pmr . , Northwich

Tel ., Southport ; S.C. & T., Roch

dale ; Clk. , Asst . Super . , Oldham ;

Pmr . , Thirsk

S.C. & T., Cambridge; Sur. Sta . Clk .

Admiralty Tel. ; S.C. & T., Devon

port ; Pmr. , Milford Haven ;

Launceston

Mag. Tel . Co. , S.C. & T. , Queens

town ; Pmr. , Castlerea

E.T. Co., Tel., Bath ; Tel . , Bristol ;

Clk . , Asst . Supt., Pmr., Frome

S.C. & T., Tonbridge ; Clk . , Ch. Clk .

S.C. & T., Bantry ; Birr

Tel . , Cork ; Clk ., Asst . Supt., Ch .

Clk . , Limerick

Pmr., Bagenalstown; Curragh Camp ;

Enniskillen

Sr. , L.P.S .; Cntrmn .; Pmr., Letter

kenny ; Leek ; Poole

S.C. &T., Castlebar

S.C. & T., Monaghan ; Pmr.; Pmr.,

Carlow

U.K.T. Co., Tel. , Newcastle -on

Tyne ; Clk . ; Asst . Super. ; Pmr.,

Pontypridd, Devonport

Sr. , Worcester ; Clk . , Asst . Super . ,

Ch . Cik . , Hereford

Tel., Edinburgh ; Pmr . , Kelso

Tel . , Newcastle -on-Tyne ; Clk .

Tel . , Carlisle ; Cik .

Slough Cass, A....

Spalding

Abbeyleix

Armagh

Owen , W. R.

Webb, G.

Keogh, R. W.

Carlow ... Murray, J.

Dundalk Rennie , J.

Edgeworthstown

Enniskillen

Treacy, G.

Mitchell, J.

Limerick Spraggon, T. H.

Arbroath

.
.
. Craddock , J. V.

Galashiels

Kelso

Selkirk

Kinnear , J.

Mason , A. E.

... Clarke , w .



HIGHER CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS.

Special Tuition for the Above, Privately, in Class, and

by Correspondence, at

24 , CHANCERY LANE, W.C.,

BY

Messrs. J. GIBSON (First Class Camb.)

AND

C. LOLY (First Class Lond. U. )

Assisted by a Large Staff of University Graduates and others.

Resident Pupils are received at Upper Norwood.

RECENT SUCCESSES INCLUDE : -India Civil Service - T . C. Hodson, 27th

( First Trial ) ; C. F. Payne, 45th ( First Trial) ; O. D , Skelton (First Trial).

Home Civil Service, Class 1.-R. Court (First Trial). India Police - A . F. R.

Begbie, FIRST ; H.C. Daniel, 8th (First Trial); J. B. Jenkins,9th. India Woods

and Forests — D . Barry, Proxime- Accessit. Student Interpreters ( China , Japan ,

and Siam )-W. P. Thomas, FIRST ( First Trial) ; G. Pearson, FIFTH (First

Trial) ; December, 1900 , A.G.Major, SECOND ; W. B. Fletcher, 7th ; H. Horne,

SEVENTH ; also 9th , ith, 15th, 16th , 19th, and 23rd places in April, 1899,

Examination (i... , 6out of 7 pupils sent up in FirstHalf of the List ), including

FIRST Place in Latin , SECOND in Latin, FIRST in Arithmetic, SECOND

in German, SECOND in Geography ; Turkey and the Levant - E . G. Lomas,

FIRST (First Trial) ; A. B.Geary, SECOND (First Trial) ; G. Toulmin ,

THIRD ( First Trial) ; E. M. Toulmin , FIFTH ( First Trial) ; FIRST in Latin ,

FIRST in Greek, FIRST in English Composition ; also FIRST Place in Navy

Medical Examination . West Indies Consular Service - H . A. Ramsden ( First

Trial). Supreme Court of Judicature -- S . Geary(FirstTrial). Legacy Duty

E. T. Dixon, FIRST ( First Trial); E. T. Hopkins,SECOND (First Trial);

B. Isherwood, THIRD ; E. M. Miller, FIFTH (First Trial) ; G. D. Crowther,

SIXTH (First Trial) ; H. P. C. Skingsley, 7th ( First Trial) ; C. O. Vernède, 7th

(First Trial); C. H.C.Watson, 14th ( First Trial) ; J. B. Birch , 5th ( First Trial);

C. W. Tytheridge, 14th ( First Trial). Assistant Surveyor of Taxes – J. E. Long,

9th place; T. Hayes, izth place (First Trial); W. Coman (Correspondence

Pupil) ; R. E. Brierley (First Trial). Admiralty (Supply and Accountancy)

J. T. Hewetson , gth . Student Interpreters ( Turkeyand Levant), October,

1901-- E. G. Lomas, FIRST (First Trial) ;. A. B. Geary , SECOND (First

Trial). Also 4th and 6th Places in the same examination. Second Division.

A. W. Gaze ( First Trial) ; W. Nops (First Trial).

** The “ State Correspondent ” (ad. Monthly ) gives up- to -date

particulars of all Appointments. ONE GUINEA Prize offered in

cach Number.

* * In January and July of each year a Special Prise of FIVE

GUINEAS is offered for competition.
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( Sie page 254. ) [ Frontispiece.



ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND

JULY, 1903 .

Wireless Telegraphy.

NE

O scientific discovery or development has ever awakened

so widespread an interest, nor occasioned so keen a

rivalry among men and nations, as have the methods

of wireless telegraphy initiated by Marconi . Though it

is now a matter of seven years, since, under the auspices of the Post

Office, the young experimenter first made his debût, popular interest

appears to have lost little of its relish ; and rivalry still less of its

keenness. This state of affairs is doubtless the result of several causes .

Apart from the mere novelty of the thing, the ability to communicate

through miles of space in the twinkling of an eye by an agency which

does not appeal directly to any of the natural senses ; which can neither

be felt, seen , nor heard ; the strange weirdness of one instrument calling

to another without visible connection, cannot fail to excite wonderment.

It places at the disposal of man a new tool of which the capabilities

are yet to be gauged . There is also, doubtless, a fringe of romance

associated with the sudden spring into distinction of one so young as

Marconi which appeals strongly to the popular fancy, and which the

avidity of the public press has done much to accentuate . Speaking

from the strictly scientific point of view , however, whilst admitting a

full share of merit to those distinguished scientists who have really

laid the foundations of the system , it cannot be denied that Marconi

has shown praiseworthy energy, skill , and perseverance in his successful

pioneering work in the face of much adverse criticism ; not in the

realms of new discovery, but rather in refining, enlarging, and pushing

to a useful practical issue some of the natural phenomena, or effects

unearthed in the general progress of scientific research .

“ Wireless Telegraphy " as a popular expression and a misnomer ),

may be said to have sprung into existence coincidently with the advent

of Marconi, and, by common usage, the two names have become so

firmly associated with one another, that they will doubtless remain

synonymous so long as wireless telegraphy shall last . But wireless
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telegraphy, so -called, was known and practised in the British Post Office

many years before Marconi introduced the present methods, though

on an entirely different and less pretentious plan . We may, indeed ,

go back to the very early days of the electric telegraph for the first

attempts to establish communication between two stations without the

use of a connecting wire ; attempts based on the idea that land

or water, when it is made to form part of an electric circuit, permits

of a lateral and downward spreading of the electric current through

its substance, as it conveys this current from one earth connection to

the other. Under these circumstances two separate and distinct

Hot +

Spreading of Electric Current through Ground or Water. ( Fig . 1. )

circuits may be made to affect one another instantaneously over

appreciable distances, making use of the earth as a conductor of

electrical effects. This spreading of the electric currents and the

consequent production of feeble currents in a separate circuit, where

both circuits are completed through the earth may be depicted by

“ lines of flow ” of the electric current as shown in the accompanying

sketch .

The “ lines of flow" here shown, are merely an arbitrary conception

intended to depict the direction, strength , and spread of the electric

current at any point in the water, just as we might represent the

direction , strength , and spread of currents of water in a stream . The

natural laws governing the flow of the electric current and those governing
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the flow of water are not the same, however, so that the distribution of

the lines is not necessarily the same in both cases. Too often this is

assumed to be the case, giving rise to the erroneous notion that the

earth acts not as a conductor for electric currents , but as a large

condenser or reservoir, which is charged at one connection and gives

up its charge at another . Those who take this view speedily find

themselves involved in a web of confusion when they come to consider

the rationale of electrical oscillations in Hertzian wireless telegraphy.

A length of conducting wire placed in the direction of the lines of

flow will take up and transmit some of the electric current . If placed

at right angles to the lines it will pick up no current. Water being in

general much more conducting than soil or rocky ground, and the

disposition of the lines of flow being determined by the relative

conductivity of the different parts of the medium through which the

current flows, a slight amount of consideration will always show how

two earthed circuits should be placed relatively to one another in order

that the greatest use may be made of this “ picking up ” or “ tapping ”

effect in the early form of wireless telegraphy.

On this plan the early attempts were made by Morse in America,

by Lindsay, of Dundee, in Scotland, and by various experimenters in

India . Generally a sensitive galvanometer was used as the instrument

for detecting the small currents picked up by the receiving wire , but

after the invention of the telephone by Elisha Gray, it quickly replaced

the galvanometer, being more suitable both in sensitiveness and

facility with which it enabled the signals of the Morse code to be

interpreted, if signalled by means of a series of rapidly interrupted

currents instead of continuous currents of long and short duration .

So sensitive, indeed, did the telephone prove to rapidly interrupted

currents that the disturbing sounds produced thereby, in ordinary

telephone circuits , were apt to become obtrusively prominent on the

slightest provocation . It was observed, too, that the circuit con

taining the telephone might very often be neither earthed nor in

anyway connected to the circuit setting up the disturbances. In

these cases the effect produced cannot, of course , be due to the

tapping off of part of a spreading current. The transmission of

energy takes another and distinct course . It is transmitted through

the air or non -conducting medium in which the circuits are situated ,

in virtue of the establishment and spreading of a “ magnetic field

of force ” about a circuit which carries an electric current and is

called electro -magnetic induction . This, at least , is the orthodox

explanation , though , indeed , it would be more accurate to say that
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the spreading of the field of force is the cause, not only of the

induced or secondary currents, but of the original currents, the

wires in each case serving merely to localise the seat and direction

of the electro-magnetic forces in the medium . Moreover, it is

important that this view be recognised if a clear conception is to

be formed of the theory of electric waves involved in the Hertzian

system of wireless telegraphy.

The following sketch shows how the magnetic field of force is

distributed in a non -conducting medium , such as air, in the

W / 1

Sestiod of Wire

Ring

Distribution of Magnetic Field about a Circular Current. ( Fig . 2. )

neighbourhood of a ring or circular circuit conveying a current . A

precisely similar arbitrary method of depicting the disposition of

magnetic force as regards direction , strength, and spread, is used as

in the previous figure, but the lines are now called “ lines of force ,"

and the whole combination of closed curves is a magnetic field .

The ring or circuit itself is shown in section, the plane of the

circuit being perpendicular to the paper.

The general contour and direction of the lines of force in a

magnetic field can be readily observed by means of the effect

produced on small particles of iron , such as iron filings, scattered

over a sheet of paper placed in a strong field . This is exemplified
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in the well known illustration of the lines of force about a steel

magnet shown in this way. The effect is produced by the tendency

of all magnetic particles to set themselves with their length in the

direction of the force, any other position being unstable .

When a magnetic field is set up about a circuit due to the flow

of a current along the circuit , any other circuits in the neighbourhood

which may be sufficiently near to be enmeshed in the field are

affected, transient electric currents being produced therein . Unlike

the currents set up by the spreading of an electric current through

the earth it is essential for electro -magnetic induction that the lines

of force should not be in the direction of the plane of the second

circuit . To get the strongest induction of currents the plane of

Exploring con
Telephone

Buzzing
Conrace Breaker

Battery
Condenser

Method of Exploring Magnetic Field using Telephone. ( Fig. 3. )

the second circuit should be at right angles to the lines, that is ,

the lines should thread through the circuit . In general , this will

be the case when both circuits are parallel to one another, hence

the method of wireless telegraphy, utilising electro -magnetic induction

of currents , to be presently referred to, has sometimes been termed

the “ Parallel Wire System .” Another important difference between

induced currents and the currents set up by spreading through the

earth is , that whilst the former are merely transient , occurring only

whilst the magnetic field is in motion during the processes of

establishment and decay, and not when the current in the original

or primary circuit is steady and continuous, the latter persist whilst the

original currents persist . Currents due to induction occur on “ making ”

and “ breaking " the primary current, whilst currents due to spreading
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or " conduction" are maintained continuously by the primary currents .

Circuits are frequently affected by a combination of the two causes.

The effects of pure electro -magnetic induction can be very prettily

observed, and the extent and spread of the magnetic field tested , by

using a small reel of covered wire, the ends of which are connected

to a telephone and which is held in the neighbourhood of a larger

reel or coil , or an electro -magnet, excited by currents made rapidly

intermittent . In this way , by the use of primary currents even of

quite small strength , surprising sensitiveness is attained , the pulsations

IL

Mr. Gavey signalling with experimental apparatus for wireless telegraphy . Electro

magnetic system . ( Fig. 4. )

of current affecting the exploring coil and telephone receiver at a

distance of many feet. The diagram on page 237 will show how the

experiment may be arranged .

The writer well recollects the surprise, not to say sensation,

occasioned by the use of this simple device in receiving and

transcribing a telegraphic message transmitted through a stone wall

from one room to another during an address on wireless telegraphy

given by him in 1892 or 1893 . During this address also, and

perhaps for the first time, the use of the metal filings “ coherer,"
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and electric waves as a possible means of wireless telegraphy was

demonstrated.

As a result of the great sensitiveness of the telephone in responding

to effects of induction , the method of wireless telegraphy known as

the “ Post Office Parallel Wire System ,” was developed under the

auspices of Mr. (now Sir William ) Preece , this subject having been

one of his especial studies for the past fifteen or twenty years, as

also it has been of the present Engineer- in - Chief, Mr. John Gavey, who

will be seen in the accompanying photographic reproduction in the
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Map of Locality where the early Post Office Experiments were carried out. ( Fig . 5. )

act of operating the apparatus used during one of the many series of

experiments which he has conducted .

In this system , there is undoubtedly a combination of effects due

both to induction and conduction . Both circuits are connected to

earth , and are approximately parallel to one another, this disposition

lending itself equally to transmission due to either cause.

The early hunting ground of practical experiments in this , and the

newer method, is in the Bristol Channel, near Cardiff, and the

arrangement of circuits adopted for communicating between the

Island of Flatholm and Lavernock Point, a distance of 3'3 miles, will

be gathered from the accompanying map .
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For transmitting, pulsations of current at the rate of from 300 to

400 per second are used , this rate of making and breaking being

attained by the use of a small drum with a number of metallic

segments, rotated rapidly by a small electric motor. Fixed metallic

or carbon brushes supply and take away the current . To augment

the effect and eliminate the destructive “ arcing ” at the brushes, a

small condenser is connected between them . A Morse key serves

to transmit the pulsations of current produced in the shape of

short and long series of pulsations, and the signals are read in Morse

code by the short and long buzzing sounds produced in the telephone

connected to the receiving circuit. The circuits or base lines should

preferably be of heavy copper wire, carried on short telegraph poles,

and the telephones used should be wound to suit the length of wire

forming the circuits .

In view of the advantage arising from connecting both circuits

to earth at the ends, much discussion has arisen as to whether the

transmission results purely from conduction or current spreading,

rather than from electro -magnetic induction , and though this point

has been extensively investigated experimentally, it has not been

possible to arrive at a definite practical proof. For short ranges of

say a quarter or half-a -mile it is possible to use vertical rectangular

loops of wire , without earth connections, giving satisfactory results,

with no excessive expenditure of power. Pure electro -magnetic

induction , however, in such arrangements, will diminish in intensity

with something more than the cube of the distance, on account of

the perturbing effect of the earth , so that for larger ranges the signals

would become excessively attenuated , and, therefore, impracticable.

At the same time one must not jump to the conclusion that in

practical installations the effect is confined to current spreading,

for if a current spreads it means that the magnetic field associated

with that current also spreads, so that wherever there is current, there

is also a magnetic field with consequent induction during the variable

stage of that current.

A question of some interest, from the theoretical point of view ,

which has also been the subject of a certain amount of experimental

investigation in connection with this system , is that of determining

the depth of the “ resultant ” earth return current . When a current

spreads through the earth part of it will penetrate to very considerable

depths, so that there will be a resultant or mean depth of penetration .

In general, this mean depth below the surface will be equal to , but

more than the height of the circuit above the conducting
never
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surface of the earth or sea. If the earth were perfectly conducting,

the circuit will be perfectly " imaged ” in the earth , to

mathematical conception of Lord Kelvin's, and it will act as though

the resultant depth below were exactly equal to the height above the

conducting surface. Any want of conductivity will tend to lessen the

apparent depth of the resultant earth return .

The parallel wire system has for some years past been used for

exchanging actual telephonic speech across a channel three miles

wide between the Skerries rocks and the coast of Anglesey, this being

the first and only practical installation of wireless telephony. It is

also in use for telegraphic communication between Rathlin Island

and the town of Ballycastle on the north coast of Ireland, with a

range of about eight miles, and here also telephonic speech has been

experimentally exchanged, though with diminished effect on account

of the greater distance.

The limit of telegraphic communication by this means may

generally be put down at about ten miles, though under specially

favourable conditions no doubt greater distances could be bridged

It has been found , however, that increase of the length of base lines

brings in other troubles in the shape of peculiar perturbing earth

currents, which may often, and especially during the summer period,

produce so much noise in the receiving telephone as to drown the

actual signals and render communication impossible or extremely

difficult.

These so - called earth currents are natural electrical effects which

always manifest themselves on long telegraph lines and cables , and

occasionally with considerable vigour. Their origin appears to be

traceable to special solar radiations of the kind that in all probability

produce the Aurora Borealis and the Southern Lights. The radiation

concerned ( cathodic radiation ) probably gives rise to earth currents

through the intermediary of the upper strata of the atmosphere, which

are rendered conducting by the direct action of the rays concerned ,

and in which electric currents are caused to circulate . These currents

are of a sufficiently variable nature to set up the disturbances referred

In addition to disturbances due to this cause, there are others

which are most probably set up by meteoric bodies passing through

the atmosphere. The latter can frequently be heard , at night

especially, on any earthed telegraph line in which a telephone receiver

is connected , if the line is sufficiently free from artificially produced

disturbances caused by neighbouring electric circuits of any kind. The

sound produced is readily distinguished by the peculiar drop in pitch

to .
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of the note . It commences with a shrill whistle and quickly runs

down the scale until it is inaudible , resembling the scream of a distant

rocket. It has also been variously compared with the chirping of a

bird , and the fizzling of molten lead dropped into water. The

explanation of the effect appears to lie in the electrical discharges

set up in the atmosphere during the passage of a meteoric body .

At first, while the velocity is high , the discharges follow one another

with great rapidity, becoming less rapidly intermittent as the velocity

of the body is diminished by atmospheric friction , and, perhaps, as

the air becomes denser in the downward path of the body.

In addition to the two principal older methods of wireless tele

graphy which have been described , and which depend either on the

spreading of currents , or on the spreading of the magnetic field ,

there is yet another old method depending on the spread or expansion

of the electric or electrostatic field . An electrostatic field , depicted by

electric lines of force, or “ lines of strain ,” exists in the neighbourhood

of every electrified body, or rather, a body is said to be electrified

when such an electric field is localised about it . It is this field which ,

when made sufficiently intense, gives rise to the electric spark. The

lines of strain are then said to “ collapse,” or suddenly deliver up their

energy in the light and heat of the spark of which a flash of lightning

is a magnified example. The electric field also exists conjointly with

the magnetic field in the neighbourhood of a circuit around which an

electric current is flowing. In the case of a stationary insulated

electrified body, however, it exists alone.

The electric field in either of the above cases , by acting

“ inductively ” on neighbouring conductors is capable of producing

effects which are usually noticed by the transient electric currents

set up therein whilst the field is expanding or contracting. Although

no practical use has been made of the method , it has been seriously

proposed by Edison, in 1885 , for telegraphic communication, by

Professor Dolbear, in 1881 , for telephonic communication, and by

numerous other investigators . Like the spreading or expansion of the

magnetic field, however, the effects produced by the expansion of the

electric field become extremely feeble at considerable distances,

and the arrangement is , therefore, unsuited for long range com

munications.

The newer Hertzian Wave methods introduced by Marconi,

depend , not on the expansion or spread of current , magnetic field , or

electric field, but on a true wave propagation effect - a travelling or

bodily propagation of energy in the shape of a travelling electro
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magnetic field . The termsThe terms “ wave propagation ," " electro -magnetic

waves, ” and “ electric waves,” have frequently, but wrongly, been

applied to the older systems. There is only one kind of electric

wave proper, and it has nothing in common with effects of induction

so far as wireless telegraphy is concerned , at any rate. The points

now to be considered are ; What are electric waves , and how are they

set up and utilised ?

Electric waves were first defined by the late Professor Clerk

Maxwell in his historic Royal Society paper on “ A Dynamic Theory

of the Electric Field ,” A.D. 1865. In this paper Maxwell showed , by

mathematical analysis, that the laws governing electric and magnetic

forces are precisely similar to those governing mechanical forces and

motions ; that mass , inertia, elasticity, all have their electrical

analogues. The chain of reasoning led him to predict the formation

of electric waves travelling with the velocity of light through the

ether, given conditions of the electric field which corresponded to the

dynamical conditions producing wave propagation in material media ,

such as air or water ; and laid the basis of his remarkable electro

magnetic theory of light ; light propagation being, in fact, an actual

electric wave propagation, with an excessively small wave-length and a

correspondingly high rate of vibration, or undulation . It was reserved,

however, for Professor Hertz , of Carlsruhe, to prove experimentally,

the existence of electric waves , and to show how they might be set up

and how detected . This he did in 1886 and 1887 in a series of

brilliant experiments, which established the existence of electric

waves of much lower vibration rate than light or heat , and fully

corroborated Maxwell's views. He showed that the waves produced

exhibited polarisation, were capable of refraction , reflection , con

centration , &c. , just as are rays of light, but that, in virtue of their

greater wave-length , they did not affect the human eye, were not

intercepted by many substances which are opaque to light, and were

capable of producing resonance and interference effects.

It is not within the scope of an article for this magazine to

describe in detail the methods adopted by Hertz in arriving at the

conclusions mentioned . His experiments were original in conception ,

carefully planned , effectively executed, and brilliantly convincing.

In order to produce sound waves in air , it is necessary to beat the

air with sufficient rapidity. That is , it is necessary to set a body in

sufficiently rapid vibration . A slowly oscillating body produces no

appreciable sound , not merely because the pitch is too low to affect

the ear, but also because it sets up practically no radiation of sound
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waves, the distance from the body at which true waves are formed

being so great that there is practically no motion of the air at that

distance to give rise to a wave propagation .

To produce electric waves in the ether, it is necessary that an

electric field be set in vibration at an excessively rapid rate, much

greater than that necessary for the production of sound waves . This

results from the wave-length in ether being tremendously greater than

that in air for the same frequency of vibration , the distance at which

the true wave is formed being always a definite fraction of a wave

length (about one quarter).

It is , perhaps, hardly necessary to point out that the wave-length

is determined by the rate of vibration and the velocity of propagation .

If the number of vibrations executed in one second or fraction of a

second is known, and the distance to which the effect is propagated

during that time is also known, then the wave- length must be

that distance divided by the number of waves generated during

that time, that is , the velocity divided by the frequency or rate of

vibration .

The velocity of wave propagation in air (sound waves) is about

1,100 feet per second, whilst the velocity of wave propagation in that

medium we are pleased to call the ether is about 186,000 miles per

second. Now velocity of propagation depends on the character of

the medium which transmits the waves. Neither air nor any other

material medium could possibly transmit waves at the tremendous

rate at which light and electric waves are propagated. Hence the

assumption of an all-pervading, imponderable ether, the existence of

which cannot for one moment be doubted by the real student of

electrical theory, more especially in view of recent developments.

Venturing for a moment into the region of speculation, it may

eventually prove necessary to assume yet another medium

gravitative medium — for it has been proved that the velocity of

gravitative force, if not infinite, certainly transcends even the speed of

light quite as much as the speed of light transcends the speed of

sound. Such a medium might bear a similar relation to the ether

that the ether bears to matter.

An electric wave, then, is an undulatory motion propagated

through and by means of the ether, in a manner somewhat analogous

to the propagation of sound waves in air . The propagation of a

wave means transmission of energy or power to do work . In the

case of an electric wave this means the transmission or bodily

propagation (not merely expansion) of an electro -magnetic field of

a
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force. This again leads us to a convenient and useful physical con

ception of the nature of a free electric wave. It consists of a portion

of the vibrating field of force detached and entirely dissociated from

the original field ; the process of detachment being one which can be

followed out by considerations of the properties of electric and

magnetic lines of force in motion about an electrically vibrating circuit

or system , the details of which, however, hardly come within the scope

of this article .

The primary essential to the production of electric waves is a

means or method of exciting excessively rapid vibrations or oscillations

of electric currents . Such vibrations are produced when

electrically charged conductor is caused to discharge itself very

suddenly and freely in the same way that a clamped reed is caused to

vibrate if the free end be drawn to one side and released suddenly.

The sudden release of the strain or tension causes the reed to

overshoot the central position and execute a number of oscillations

before coming to rest. In the same way the sudden release of electric

strain , when a charged conductor sparks or flashes into another

conductor, sets up a series of rapid oscillations of electric current

through the discharge path . The charged conductor not only wholly

discharges itself, but becomes charged again in the opposite sense ,

and after a number of rebounds or oscillations, equilibrium is finally

established . All this takes place in an inconceivably short space of

time, perhaps less than the millionth part of a second, but it is during

this series of oscillations that the formation and propagation of

electric waves is effected .

A charged Leyden jar, when allowed to discharge itself through a

short piece of wire by connecting one end of the wire to the outer

tinfoil coating and approaching the other end to the knob until a spark

flashes across, oscillates in this manner, and what appears to be a

single spark is really a succession of sparks or discharges succeeding

one another at infinitesimally short periods of time. But in this case

the oscillations, though extremely rapid , perhaps having a frequency

of some millions per second , are not sufficiently rapid in relation to

the dimensions of the circuit to produce effective radiation . It is like

a clamped reed vibrating too slowly to emit a musical note. Το

make it vibrate more quickly the spring must be stiffened by shorten

ing, or the weight or mass must be diminished without lessening the

stiffness. A similar result in the case of the Leyden jar can be

attained by widely separating the metallic coatings until they become

mere plates or “ capacity areas " attached to the ends of the connecting

R
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wire , in the middle of which a small spark gap should be left.

The arrangement will then generate an effective series or train of

waves which will be radiated outwards in the form , roughly, of

expanding concentric shells , the thickness of which depends on the

frequency of vibration , and determines the wave-length . To impart a

sufficiently strong charge to break down or disrupt the air in the

spark gap, it is necessary to use some form of apparatus itself giving

high tension discharges , such as an influence machine or large

induction coil . The induction coil , excited by suitable batteries,

lends itself most conveniently to this purpose, and is generally used,

the method of connecting up the apparatus being as shown in the

sketch .

Sperk gup

Induction Coil

H 이이10101010

Simple Form of Apparatus for emitting Electric Waves. (Fig. 6. )

Instead of using metallic plates on the ends of a connecting wire

with a spark gap in the middle , the metallic plates may be dispensed

with and simple straight wires of any desired or convenient length

substituted. The longer these wires are made, the slower the

vibration rate or frequency and the longer the waves generated.

This method of slowing the vibration rate intensifies rather than

diminishes the radiation , because the relation between the frequency

and length of radiator is not disturbed . In general it may be said

that if the electric field associated with the charged conductors is

well distributed in the surrounding medium , then radiation will ensue

when disruption takes place. On the other hand, if the electric field

is concentrated as between the coatings of a Leyden jar, the radiation

will be extremely feeble unless, by special means, the field is caused
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to distribute itself during disruption. Examples of concentrated and

distributed electric fields are depicted in the following figure.

The waves generated may be detected by their power of producing

oscillatory or vibrating electric currents , similar to, but much weaker

than , those occurring in the radiator, in other conductors in the

neighbourhood. This may be likened to an electrical “ quiver ”

produced in these conductors . One way of detecting the quiver

arises from the power of the conductors thus affected to give off

small electric sparks to other conductors separated from them by a

very small air-space. Thus a strip of tinfoil on glass with a fine

+

Concentrated Electric Field . Distributed Electric Field . ( Fig . 7. )

knife -cut across the middle will show these sparks in the knife cut ,

this device forming a detector of electrical waves . In sensitiveness,

however, this device cannot be compared with the “ coherer ” generally

used in wireless telegraphy. In principle the action of the coherer

depends on the high resistance offered by conductors touching one

another very lightly, to the passage of currents of small voltage or

pressure , and the change produced at the points of contact by the

application of higher pressures or voltages (such as those produced

by the impact of electric waves) which determine a sudden transition

from the high resistance or non-conducting state to a very low

resistance or good electrical connection for any voltage however

small. Metal filings , or small grains of metal heaped loosely together,

exhibit this property with facility. Mr. S. A. Varley utilised the

effect for lightning protectors in 1866 , and it was rediscovered by
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others at later dates, notably by Professor Branly in 1890 or 1891 .

Professor (now Sir Oliver) Lodge investigated the phenomenon very

fully, and gave to appliances of the kind the name by which they are

now generally known .

In Marconi's form of coherer, which can be made extremely

sensitive and reliable, fine metallic grains of nickel and silver are

enclosed loosely in a very small gap between silver plugs in a small

glass tube, hermetically sealed , and exhausted of air. The

“ coherance ” produced is observed by the ability of the instrument

to pass a small electric current from a single battery element

continuously until non - conductivity is restored by shaking or

agitation . The agitation is produced automatically by a small

electric trembler which hammers or taps the under side of the

coherer, the trembler itself being brought into operation through the

intermediary of a sensitive telegraphic relay operated by the current

passing through the coherer. In this way the coherer is made

conducting whilst electric waves are being received , so that the

receiver operates in response to the emitter , reproducing the signals

as they are sent. Whilst the induction coil of the emitter is kept in

operation, a rapid series of electric sparks play across the small spark

gap. A short succession of these sparks represents a dot in the

Morse Code , and a long succession a dash . Each spark generates a

train of waves , and each train affects the distant coherer. A Morse

inking instrument records the dots and dashes on a paper tape rolled

out of the instrument by clockwork .

A simple transmitter and receiver of this kind can be made to

operate over a distance of perhaps 50 to 100 feet. By the addition of

capacity areas or “ wings ” to the ends of the coherer, which act as

wave collectors, this range might be increased to perhaps 300 or 400

yards or even more, depending on the magnitude of the devices used .

Even this , however, would be of no practical use for wireless telegraphy

purposes. By the use of metallic parabolic reflectors to direct and

concentrate the waves , early experiments showed that up to two miles

could be bridged. But Marconi found that a remarkable increase of

range could he effected by raising one capacity area of his emitter to

a considerable height above the surface of the ground, and replacing

the other by an earth -connected wire, whilst adopting a similar

arrangement for the receiver , in which the coherer took the place

corresponding to the spark gap of the transmitter. This combination

of earth connection and high conductor, rendered wireless telegraphy

by Hertzian waves, a practicable arrangement. Instead of yards,
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miles began to be bridged until , with improvement after improvement,

it is now possible to signal across the whole breadth of the Atlantic ;

distance having resolved itself mainly into a question of power used in

transmission .

The raison d'être of the elevated capacity (afterwards replaced by

the vertical wire) in combination with the earth -connection in

producing so marked an increase of range , has been the subject of

much discussion , and various theories have been put forward on the

matter . The facts appear to be best explained on the theory of

surface -propagation of the waves . That is , the earth acts as

conductor, over which the waves skim or glide , and which tends to

localise them to its surface, thereby preventing their dissipation into

space . Such an effect in the case of long wires attached to oscillating

circuits was known and experimented upon even before Hertz's

memorable researches. Hertz's experiments were mainly concerned

with the optical aspect of electric waves , and to demonstrate the

optical properties, free or space-propagated waves, which , like light,

radiate in all directions through space, are required . At the same time

he frequently made use of waves propagated along wires , as also did

Lodge before him . It is well-known that a wire connection between

a Hertzian Radiator and a wave detector, serves to localise the waves

to the wire . By so connecting the two appliances, the distance at

which the receiver will respond, may be greatly enhanced , the waves

suffering less attenuation by this means of propagation than by

radiation through space . Moreover, they apparently follow the

contour of the wire with but little loss if any bends it may contain be

not too abrupt. If the connecting wire be replaced by a conducting

strip, and the strip by a conducting surface, such as the surface of the

earth , it is not unreasonable to argue that the waves will still be

surface-propagated. This view , indeed , appears to have been

accepted by Dr. J. A. Fleming in his recent lectures on Wireless

Telegraphy before the Society of Arts , as it also has been by Dr. Lee

de Forest , Oliver Heaviside, M. Blondel, and others . Much careful

experimental work is , however , yet required to fully elucidate the

behaviour of electric waves under various circumstances of propagation .

A recent Adams Prize Essay on Electric Waves, by Macdonald,

involving intricate and complicated mathematical analyses of the

highest order, sheds some light on many abstruse points, but

unfortunately these are not in general of great moment in practical

applications,

With the vertical wire method of transmission, very long waves are
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emitted , in general equal to about four times the length of the

vertical wire. For a wire 150 feet high this will mean waves 200 yards

long. The longest visible light waves are about tooth of an inch .

It has often been suggested that vertical metallic reflectors should be

used behind the transmitting and receiving wires to direct the waves

in one path only . For several reasons this is totally impracticable

and mainly on account of the great wave-length . Even in the longer

waves of light, diffraction or bending of the waves around opaque

bodies is easily perceptible. The amount of diffraction increases

greatly for longer waves , so that, as actual experiment shows , even

for electric waves of only a few feet length , the shadow thrown by a

copper sheet about a yard square is only perceptible for two or three

feet behind the sheet . With long range wireless telegraphy waves

the bending will be still more pronounced , so that reflectors would

act only to an almost inappreciable extent , and would not prevent

divergence of the waves . No means of effectively preventing or

limiting the divergence of waves of so great a length has yet been

devised .

Much has been heard within the last year or two of syntonising

wireless telegraph stations to one another so that communication might

be restricted to any one pair out of a number of neighbouring pairs of

stations . This tuning may be either mechanical or electrical , but the

electrical tuning is generally referred to. To tune two stations to one

another electrically it is necessary that the vertical wires be adjusted

to have the same natural rate of electrical vibration . In general this

will be the case if both wires are of the same length and continuous

throughout that length. The greatest weakness of Marconi's early

system lay in the plan of inserting the coherer directly in the

vertical wire, near the earth connection . The coherer being normally

non-conducting, interrupted the continuity of the wire and threw it

out of tune with the transmitter. This defect was remedied by the

plan of using a transformer or jigger ” where the coherer was con

nected in a secondary circuit , and there is no doubt that the principal

reason for the great improvement arising from the introduction of the

transformer was due to the fact that it rendered possible a certain

amount of tuning. Indeed, the principal path of progress in wireless

telegraphy has been in the direction of syntonising, both by the use

of oscillating systems of enhanced efficiency and by the use of

methods of transmitting giving longer trains of waves for each dis

charge spark. In addition to the facilities for tuning which the use

of a “ transformer ” in the receiver thus: affords, it has also another
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important advantage. It enables the electric stress or strain on the

coherer to be magnified, and since the coherer responds to electric

stress produced rather than to strength of current-oscillations the

magnification of the former means increased sensitiveness of the

receiver. In general principle the tranformer consists of two separate

coils of wire wound over one another so that if a current or oscilla

tions of current be generated in one winding an “ electro -motive force”

or tendency to produce a current is excited in the other by electro

magnetic induction between the windings . For the rapid oscillations

set up in wireless telegrapy it is essential that the two circuits, primary

and secondary, be so proportioned that they are in tune with one

another. Then the magnification of electric stress results from an

action which is wholly analogous to the case of two pendulums

of different weights or masses , but having the same oscillation

rate, acting upon one another. Here the amplitudes of swing

represent the electro-motive forces in the two circuits. This mechanical

analogy is instructive, and may be arranged thus :-Suspend side by

side, from a beam or other convenient support by means of light

flexible cords of the same length , a heavy and a lighter metallic bob.

Connect the two cords at a short distance below the point of suspen

sion by a straight silk or cotton thread . If then the heavy bob be set

in vibration with a small amplitude of swing it will communicate its

oscillations through the connecting thread to the lighter pendulum

The lighter pendulum will then swing in unison but with a lag behind

the heavy one , and its amplitude of swing will quickly increase until

it becomes far greater than that originally imparted to the heavy one

With a row of such pendulums similarly connected and tuned, wave

propagation effects can be well initiated , and reflection of the vibrations

back from the end of the chain observed .

Many and various devices have sprung up to replace the coherer

of metallic filings in the receiver with more or less success, but space

forbids the description of more than one of these , viz . :—the magnetic

detector - a recent invention due to Marconi — which is particularly

neat and effective. It is based on the variations in magnetisation of

iron or steel when affected by rapid oscillations of current such as

those set up by Hertzian waves. Mr. Rutherford showed , in 1896 ,

that magnetised steel wires, when affected by electric oscillations

traversing a wire helix enclosing the steel wire or wires, suffered a

drop in the strength of magnetisation . He used a simple Hertzian

radiator for emitting waves , and succeeded in tracing the effect of

these waves on the magnetism of a bundle of freshly magnetised thin
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steel wires up to a distance of about three -quarters of a mile. The

form of apparatus used by him is indicated in the accompanying

illustration .

A suspended magnetic needle was placed , as shown in the sketch ,

so that the magnetised steel in the helix and an independent bar

magnet both acted upon it by magnetic attraction but so that they

tended to turn it in opposite directions. Under these circumstances

if the steel rod had its magnetism diminished a movement of the

magnetic needle would result . Such movements were observed when

the radiator was set in operation . But the first movement was

always the greatest, and after two or three successively smaller

motions the arrangement became inert until the steel rod was taken

out and re -magnetised. Very weak oscillations suffice to drop the

n

3

Radiator

Rutherford's Apparatus to show demagnetising effect of Electric ( scillations.

( Fig . 8. )

magnetism a perceptible amount, but a point is speedily reached

where no further drop can take place unless the strength of the

oscillations be very considerably increased . In Marconi's application

of this principle to his magnetic detector the steel wires are replaced

by thin hard -drawn iron wires, the magnetisation of which is slowly

but continually being varied. In the simpler type of instrument the

variation takes the form of slow reversals of the magnetism , caused

by rotating a steel permanent magnet of horseshoe form about a

longitudinal axis . The bundle of iron wires is fixed so that the

poles of the magnet, while clearing the ends of the bundle, com

pletely embrace it . Upon this central core of iron wires there are

two separate windings of silk-covered copper wire . One is of

relatively thick wire and few turns, and has its ends connected to the

vertical wire and to earth respectively, whilst the second winding

consists of a large number of turns of thin silk-covered copper wire

with the ends connected to an ordinary telephone receiver . Normally

a very faint scraping sound is heard in the telephone if the magnet

be rotating, but when affected by electric waves from the distant
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station , distinct and clear thuds corresponding to the separate sparks

of the emitter can be distinguished. From these thuds the signals

are read in Morse code . Unless the magnet be rotating nothing is

heard . The explanation of the effect depends on a quality possessed

by iron , and hard iron in particular, known as “ magnetic hysteresis,"

in virtue of which it offers a kind of viscous resistance to slow changes

of magnetism . This causes the magnetism taken up by the iron to

lag behind the force impressing it . The " hysteresis lag ” as it is

called , is produced by a species of internal friction in the iron, and

Qerial

Code for

Telephone

Band of Iron Wires

OtoU
U

Earth

Marconi's Magnetic Receiver . ( Fig . 9. )

the effect of electric oscillations traversing the thick wire winding of

the detector is to diminish the amount of this lag suddenly, giving

rise to sudden variations in the magnetism , with consequent induced

currents in the fine wire coil and telephone. A very good idea of

the character of the effect in the iron may be formed by the analogy

of a metal weight being slowly drawn over a level metal surface by an

elastic thread . The friction produces a lag represented by the stretch

in the thread . If now vibration or mechanical shocks be imparted

at intervals to the metal surface, the stretch or lag will be reduced

at a jump every time such vibration occurs . The mechanical shocks

correspond to the electrical oscillations in the thick wire winding, and

the decrease in lag to the diminution of hysteresis. When powerful
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oscillations are produced in the winding of the detector the telephone

receiver gives out a surprisingly loud sound .

The rotating magnet form of detector has one weakness however.

There is a position in each revolution just after the strength of

magnetisation has reached a maximum , where the oscillations fail to

affect the magnetism of the iron wires, so that signals received whilst

the magnet is passing this position are not heard . As a means of

obviating this weakness , Marconi introduced the type of instrument

shown in diagram in the accompanying sketch (page 253) .

Here, instead of a rotating magnet, the central core of iron wires

is kept in longitudinal motion , being made up in the form of an

endless band passing over two pulley wheels. The magnetisation of

a small section of this band is always in variation due to the

“ induction ” of a couple of fixed magnets near the band . By this

means the “ dead-point ” is eliminated and uniformity of operation

secured .

On the practical results attained in actual experiments, on the

weaknesses and directions in which improvements are desirable in

the methods of wireless telegraphy, on the various forms of apparatus

devised by numerous inventors, on the questions of syntonising and

long distance signalling, effects of atmospheric disturbances and

variable transparency of the atmosphere to electric waves, pages

might be written , but these details are of more interest to the

practical Electrician than to the casual reader, and moreover so far as

official experiments are concerned nothing has yet been made public.

In the history of the development of wireless telegraphy the

British Post Office figures largely . It has been the nursery both of

the older and the newer systems, and has of late years been actively

occupied in following up the principal developments . Experiments

across St. George's Channel, brought to a conclusion in September

last , furnished much valuable data on various questions presenting

themselves in the practice of the subject, including tests of the best

known arrangements for wireless signalling, full investigations into

the problems of syntonising, diplex transmission of messages , and

general practicability of the method under various conditions and

circumstances. During the course of these investigations it is hardly

necessary to say that many likely lines of progress have indicated

themselves.

The sites of the Post Office experimental stations near Holyhead

and Howth , Co. Dublin , are shown in the accompanying illustrations.

The heights of the signalling masts at the two places are respectively
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165 feet and 170 feet. The details of the mast construction will be

gathered from the illustrations.

As regards the future of practical applications of Hertzian waves

there appear to be boundless possibilities , even to the dawn of a new

At present but a small niche in the sphere of usefulness

is filled . One practical application , however, suggests another, and the

field for enterprise in this branch of electrical science should be a

wide one . When we consider that wireless telegraphy radiation

involves the transmission of thousands of horse-power through

era .

Post Office Experimental Wireless Telegraph Station at Howth , near Dublin .

( Fig . 10. )

the ether during the small fraction of a second that it persists, and

when we perceive the certainty of being able to render the radiation

constant and continuous instead of briefly intermittent as at present,

we begin to have a glimmering of the power of the agency

which science has invoked , if intelligently directed, in

divergent paths. As, in the natural evolution of things, the human

race has passed through the stone age, the bronze age, the iron age,

and the steam age, so it is now, perhaps, but on the verge of the

electrical age, or—shall we call it—the “ etherical ” age . After which ,

Who knows ?

E. in C.O. J. E. TAYLOR
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Red Tape in the Household.

N

R. JONES, when he had retired from the Postmastership

of Smallbere, found time hang heavy on his hands, and

his health began to fail. In fact, unswathed from the

coils of red tape which had so long held him together ,

he showed a tendency to go to pieces, and, like a London cab

horse released from the supporting shafts, perceptibly staggered .

The doctors were puzzled. They were unfamiliar with the strange

form of nostalgia which afflicts so many civil servants, turned adrift in

the first flush of vigorous old age , and deprived by a cruel age limit

of the satisfaction of “ dying gallantly at their posts, with their drawn

salaries in their hands. "

It would have gone badly with Mr. Jones ; but at this critical

time he fortunately came into considerable property left to him by

the usual unknown relation in Australia, and soon found himself

the nominal head of a comparatively large establishment. It was

then that he struck the most brilliant idea of his life. He determined

to supersede Mrs. Jones , to appoint himself head of all branches , and

to run the household strictly on the lines of the department with

which he had been so long and honourably connected . Mrs. Jones

had been wont , in her unsystematic , feminine way, to settle the

household affairs in a couple of hours or so after breakfast, whereby

the rich material which they offered for providing employment was

allowed to run entirely to waste . Now the advantage of the system

proposed by Mr. Jones was this : that by its means he felt that he

could not only achieve a result almost as good as that accomplished

by Mrs. Jones, but could provide himself with six or seven hours

work daily, into the bargain . ( Indeed, as it turned out , on occasions

of pressure, such as “ spring cleaning,” he was frequently writing

busily up to 9 o'clock at night, and was sometimes heard to regret

the fact that as head of a department he was no longer eligible for

overtime pay.)

It is , perhaps, only fair to state that his knowledge of official

methods was limited ; but in the course of his active service , important

files , dealing with questions of really high administration , had drifted

—sometimes accidentally — from the larger official world into the

quiet backwater of his office. It can easily be understood with what

avidity these were read by the ardent Postmaster ; and , though the

knowledge derived from them was slight , it was sufficient to provide

him with the nucleus of a scheme which he now proceeded to develop .
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In view of the higher qualificatians required on the part of a

staff who would necessarily spend the greater part of their time in

correspondence, his first act was to institute an Entrance Examination

for all members of his household . Mrs. Jones protested. She had,

for instance, grave doubts as to the value of Euclid in the kitchen, and

regarded the First Proposition as an unsatisfactory recipe for the

construction of three -cornered tarts , holding—with truly feminine

contempt for the exact sciences—that it was more important that

they should be light than equilateral. Mr. Jones so far conceded to

her rage for technical knowledge as to substitute “ Geography, with

special reference to the ' cuisine ’ of different countries .”

When the staff had been recruited , with some difficulty and

much lowering of the original standard , their Chief, who felt that a

private employer should not be behind the Government in the matter

of liberality , announced that they would be placed on scale wages,

with a maximum of no less than £ ,200 a year. Upon reflection , and

before the enthusiasm occasioned by this concession had died

down, he further announced that the increments would be fixed at

58. a year.

He now invited tenders from all local tradesmen for the supply

of the household . He purchased three typewriters , a half-hundred of

foolscap, a hogshead of ink, several bales of red tape, and , with

particular pleasure, sundry luxurious desk appliances , which had often

been refused to him as Postmaster. The scheme commenced to

work. Typewriters clicked about the house ; the page boy, in a suit

of sealing -wax red , spent his time in transferring papers from one

department to another ; and an attendance book-which would have

infallibly disclosed any undue prolongation of " evenings out," had the

entries been always accurate-was a conspicuous object in the hall.

The staff stood it better than might have been expected. The

housemaid , Hortensia , in particular, displayed marked aptitude for the

writing of reports, and , to tell the truth, spent more time in polishing

periods than furniture. She had received a sound Board School

education , “ finished ” by a liberal course of Marie Corelli , and a

" walking out" acquaintance with a compositor -- her tone

therefore high . In one of her reports — Soup tureen : re breakage

she stated that " the utensil resolved itself into elemental atoms upon

manual application ” ; and though , somehow , the time-worn excuse

sounded less plausible in its more ornate setting, her chief was so

pleased with it that it was decided that “ a caution would suffice ."

Mr. Jones was , above all things, an apostle of economy ; and he
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spared neither time nor energy in his criticisms of kitchen expenditure ,

which rapidly became the terror of the basement staff. The first cook

resigned at once on finding herself confronted with the following

problem : - “ With reference to recent Dripping Returns, it is observed

that the quantity of that substance does not increase in the proper

proportion of, approximately, four -and-three-quarters per cent . on the

quantity of beef consumed. Can any reason be given for this

discrepancy ? If so , what ? and if not , why ? ” The peculiar

awkwardness of this query seems to have arisen from the fact that the

cook happened to be rearing a large family solely on bread and

dripping, regarding her claim to the greater portion of that product as

a species of inalienable tribal right. She carried things, however ,

with a high hand , and on receiving the paper at once went upstairs to

state that she had never been spoken to in such a way before, and ,

for her part, did not consider “ approximately ” at all a gentlemanly

expression. Mr. Jones parted with her regretfully, as she made an

excellent cook, writing a good hand, and rarely delaying papers .

It is impossible to describe the working of the scheme in all the

branches of domestic activity ; but some account of Mr. Jones'

administration of his hen -house may serve to illustrate his methods

and their results. As head of the E. & H. B. (or Egg and Hen

Branch ), he had been successful in providing himself with at least an

hour's work a day. He constantly called for fresh vital statistics as

regards the stock , and his record, compiled from daily returns,

showing the average fraction of egg laid per hen per minute, and other

figures enabling him to keep a finger constantly on the pulse of the

hen-house, was a source of legitimate pride to him .

In spite of these careful methods there came a time when the

death rate rose rapidly and the egg product fell in more than due

proportion. The Head of the Department took action .

A Departmental Committee, consisting of nearly every member of

the household but the man who fed the hens , sat for two days on the

egg question without hatching a solution of the mystery, though they

had ample data. They recommended the introduction of several new

forms, so intricate that it was felt it would be impossible for the real

truth to slip through their meshes, and that it must be landed at last .

Nevertheless the unsatisfactory state of things continued . It was only

when an imperfectly digested brass paper-fastener was found in the

crop of a fowl, which was being dressed in the kitchen , that Mrs.

Jones, the sceptic , felt she had a clue. Very irregularly she paid a

quite unauthorised visit to the hen house, and found that the
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Superintendent of the Hen Roost had been too fully occupied with his

statistics to be able to feed the hens. The state of things disclosed by

her visit was deplorable . At the time of her arrival the Superintendent

was discovered sitting zealously at his desk in the hen house, wrestling

with decimals, whilst a valuable “ Cochin China ” was endeavouring

to slake a three-days-old thirst with a draught of “ blue black.” In

the light of this evidence it was clear that the fowl who had swallowed

the paper fastener had done so in the desperate hope that it might be

some new breakfast food for poultry. It was true that the Superin

tendent had applied for assistance ; but Mr. Jones, remembering his

younger days had taken particular pleasure in regretting that

according to scale the number of eggs laid did not warrant it. ”

There is no doubt that the ex-Postmaster was greatly disheartened

by this incident; but he hid his feelings, gallantly, by censuring Mrs.

Jones for her irregular conduct; and he always maintained that the

real truth would have been brought to light “ in ordinary course” if the

new forms had been given a fair trial . He still struggled manfully on ,

and it was reserved for Miss De Vere — the kitchen -maid - to give the

coup de gráce to the already discredited system .

Miss De Vere was an intelligent young lady who entered all too

thoroughly into the spirit of the experiment. On one occasion Mr.

Jones, in the absence of his wife, had invited a friend to luncheon,

and before leaving home in the morning - it was the King's birthday,

and he was taking a well-earned holiday - duly forwarded to the

Gastronomical Department a requisition for “four chops and the

regulation number of chips ” - prepared according to Rule 99 (a )

( Beeton) . On returning home at the appointed luncheon hour with

the guest he found on the dining-room table , not the appetising repast

he had pictured , but a cold blue paper. It bore a report signed

“ C. De Vere , Acting Cook vice Mrs. Bloggins, on French leave,”

stating that the Acting Cook was unable to trace any authority which

would empower her to prepare and issue the articles required in the

absence of her immediate superior, and asking that the papers might be

referred to her again , in order that, on that Officer's return , the issue

of the food at an early date might be considered.

Mr. Jones was touched in his most susceptible spot by the loss of

his luncheon ; and his last official act was to report a vacancy for a

kitchen -maid.

He reinstated his wife , and , though he is ageing rapidly under the

strain of enforced idleness , he seems more peaceful .

Tunbridge Wells. A. R. FREELING .
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From West Kensington to Bristol.

R

HERE are certain places and people that are so much in

our minds that the illusion of being personally acquainted

with them is easily developed. It had never, for instance,

occurred to me, until I arrived at Bristol Station on the

ist June last , that this was my first visit to the ancient city, and it was

not until I had shaken hands with Mr. R. C. Tombs, the Postmaster and

Surveyor, that I realised the fact that he and I were having our first

conversation together. Mr. Tombs has corresponded with me

during so many years , and has kept me so in touch with everything

that concerned Bristol, that I seemed to know, intimately, both him

and his city . And with the thought came just a touch of regret at

the change in our relationship to each other which the personal

introduction implies. Mr. Bernard Shaw once satirised the absurd

deference which English people showed to newspaper men , and

editors in particular. He suggested that once a month the staff of

any particular journal should sit in a group in the office window so

that the public might see who were the men who had the audacity to

dictate to the public what their opinions should be . Up to this

moment Mr. Tombs' relations with me had been those of a contributor

to an editor, and though he is an I.S.O. and I am only a Second

Division Clerk , I could always detect in his letters a veneration for

the occupation of a journalist, which implied a certain deference to

me in my editorial capacity. By going to Bristol I placed myself

metaphorically in the office window, and Mr. Tombs now knows the

kind of man who presumes to preach quarterly to Post Office servants

on their privileges and duties.

On the other hand, I am now acquainted with Bristol, and when

Mr. Tombs, with that intense local patriotism , which is an example to

us all , sends me descriptive accounts of the glorious deeds that are

done in his city, I shall be able, for the first time “ to correct his

drafts ” with knowledge, and to eliminate those portions altogether

which are not in accord with my own personal experience.

Now , whatever else may be said of the Bristol meeting of the

United Kingdom Postal and Telegraph Service Benevolent Society,

it will always be remembered as the occasion when the first great step

in the direction of financial security was taken by the members. I
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will not burden my readers with a recapitulation of the efforts which

have been made in past years to persuade the Society to look

ahead and not to be deceived by present prosperity. It is enough to

say that they were always unsuccessful, and though backed by the

eloquence of such supporters of the Society as Mr. Belcher , Mr.

Braid , and Mr. Sutch , the resolutions in favour of a reserve fund were

year after year defeated by large majorities . Mr. Gladstone once

came in for a large amount of obloquy because he stated that the

Disestablishment of the Irish Church was the result of the Fenian

1

ST. AUGUSTINE'S PARADE, BRISTOL.

outrages. What eloquence had failed to do was accomplished by

terror. And it is not too much to say that a certain hostile move

ment against the Society from outside has done more to bring

members to a real consciousness of their responsibilities than all

the eloquence of successive Central Secretaries . The resolution in

favour of a reserve fund was moved by Mr. Brain of the Accountant

General's Department in a most able and convincing speech , and Mr.

Renshaw , of Manchester, voiced the still vigorous opposition. Mr.

John Asher, the veteran founder of the Society was present at the

meeting, and he has always been the sturdiest of the opponents to a

S
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reserve fund .
His influence still counts for a great deal with the

members. Nobody knew exactly how much he had been affected by

the argument of the outside movement. If he maintained his old

position , how many hesitating voters would he not claim ? We of

the reserve party could only pray, in the words of Moses to the

children of Israel , " Let Asher be acceptable to his brethren , and let

him dip his feet in oil.” Our prayer was answered : Asher got as near

blessing us as we could expect of an old and doughty opponent, and

the opposition collapsed . We carried the reserve fund without a

division . We stood on the seats and cheered .

I must give a word of praise to Mr. E. C. Taylor, of the Bristol

Post Office, for his excellent conduct in the Chair. He was the most

business-like Chairman that has ever presided at our meetings. It is

true he had not so difficult a task as some of his predecessors , but

even the Bristol meeting could easily have got out of hand with a

weak Chairman .

The banquet in the evening is always a popular item in the

Society's proceedings. Mr. John Marson , the President of the Bristol

Chamber of Commerce, was to have taken the chair, but was at the

last moment unavoidably detained elsewhere . His place was taken

by Mr. Weston Stevens, the High Sheriff. Lord Waldegrave had also

accepted an invitation to be present, but at the last moment failed us .

We had, however, the company of many other Bristol celebrities. Dr.

Forrest Browne, the Bishop of Bristol, responded to the toast of “ The

Bishop of the Diocese and Ministers of Religion , ” and he made an

excellent speech . It was the model of what an after -dinner speech

should be, light , short, and humorous. Some of the other speakers

seemed to have axes of their own to grind, and were , perhaps,

speaking more to the reporters than to the delegates . Mr. Hobhouse,

M.P., for instance, discussed, in proposing the toast of the Society,

the new policy of Mr. Chamberlain , and the Rev. A. N. Blatchford ,

in responding with the Bishop to the toast of “ Ministers of Religion ,"

took the opportunity to discuss the Education Bill . The editor of

St. Martin's -le -Grand, who proposed the toast of “ The City and

County of Bristol,” seemed to be oppressed with the consciousness

that he was expected to be humorous, and that old jokes which in

the past he had adapted to meet the cases of Leeds , Edinburgh ,

Aberdeen , and Sheffield , scarcely fitted Bristol . His compliments

are usually misunderstood, and when he stated that before forming

an opinion of the High Sheriff, whose health he proposed, he should

like to know the opinion of the criminal classes concerning that
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gentleman, both the High Sheriff and the delegates seemed be

wildered, and the High Sheriff's speech in response sounded as if it

was going to end with “forty shillings or a month .” I had the

honour of sitting next to Mr. Tombs at the banquet , and after the

Editor had spoken , he said to me, " That misguided young man makes

fun of the magnates, and of course they don't like it.” But then Mr.

Tombs is so inconsistent ; he also had been chaffed, but he stood the

Editor unlimited champagne before and after the speech. Such

conduct is , I am sure , fatal to discipline.

THE SUGAR LOAF, CHEDDAR CLIFFS.

On the following day the delegates were taken for an excursion

to the cliffs of Cheddar. We took the train to Langford, and then a

twelve mile drive over the Mendips to Cheddar. The descent into

Cheddar is magnificent : the narrow pass through which the road

winds is as beautiful as any mountain scenery in this country, and

the cliffs themselves are so placed that they look infinitely higher

than they really are. I had always pictured Cheddar Cliffs as some

thing of the nature of the High Rocks at Tunbridge Wells, and it

was therefore with all the enjoyment which is associated with the

unexpected that I made the discovery that Cheddar had more in

common with the Alps than with the Toad Rock and its fellows.

We explored the wonderful caves , though one does not perhaps
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obtain the best impression of their curiousness and vastness when

forming one of a procession of a hundred delegates. Several of the

delegates appeared to be walking about the neighbourhood in a

rather bewildered and perplexed condition . They had seen the

cliffs and the caves, and they had had luncheon at the inn . But

they were still looking for something : they were turning their eyes

H
i
n
t
u
n
t
i
s

1
7
1
1
3
9
1
1
1
1
1
1

ז

ה

ה

:

எ
ங
்
க

ME

JS

CHEDDAR CHURCH .

(

here and there, and looking round corners . At last a delegate - I

think he came from Sheffield — said somewhat hesitatingly to me,

“ I suppose the factories are higher up in the village ? " What

factories ? " I enquired. “ The cheese, " he replied confidently : " I

read in my Whitaker that so many thousand tons of Cheddar Cheese

are made annually, and I guess there's no room for them here. I



FROM WEST KENSINGTON TO BRISTOL . 265

ain't seen a bit of cheese about since I started . On these excursions

I've seen ships manufactured in Belfast, whisky in Scotland, coals in

Newcastle, and lies in London , and I've been done out of my two

shillings if I can't see cheese made in Cheddar. ” I told him to

enquire at the post office, or “ ask a postmaster.” I left him being

overwhelmed by a counter -clerk .

What are my impressions of Bristol ? On every side one hears

of the revival which is taking place in the trade and commercial

prosperity of the city, and such talk implies the consciousness of a

great past . That is, indeed , visible everywhere in Bristol. Quaint

old twisted streets , narrow thoroughfares, following their different

ways on no definite plan ; magnificent old churches, standing cheek

by jowl with modern warehouses, old bits of Tudor architecture

sandwiched between ugly specimens of early Victorian ; the harbour

running up into the heart of the city, the ships coming, as J. A.

Symonds wrote, “ to roost like ocean birds beside the ancient

churches. " Broad Street, Bristol , is as narrow as Broad Street,

London , and though Small Street , Bristol , is not incorrectly named

as regards size , it is more important than it looks, for it contains the

General Post Office. Like Rome, Bristol is built on hills , and these

are her glory. In a few minutes, from any part of the city , you can

mount some respectable height and look down on the town . There

is the Brandon Hill, rising almost from the heart of the city, and here

you get the best all-round view of Bristol obtainable . It is at once

an ugly and a beautiful view. You look down on the residences of

328,000 people with the works and factories which employ them , but

you also see the frame in which the picture of Bristol is set , and it

consists of rolling hills , green and wooded landscape, and a beautiful

river. The churches, too, stand out , asserting their superiority over

the factory chimneys. St. Mary Redcliffe's spire shoots gracefully up

over her neighbours ; the Cathedral stands out with a contrasting

solidity and impressiveness. I liked the Cathedral—its very severity

and plainness are impressive—it is so typical of the men who built it

and who have worshipped in it for centuries.

The Bristol people, as far as their conduct on Whit Monday is

concerned, behaved very much like Londoners . Clifton and

Durdham Down might have been Hampstead Heath : the

Zummerset accent alone marked the difference . The Bristol Post

Office People entertained us royally. We wanted for nothing ; they

gave us of their best , and they made excellent hosts . Mr. Tombs

saw me off the premises. He shut the door of my railway carriage
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with a bang as if he had at last got rid of an element of disturbance

in Bristol. But he spoke honeyed words to me, and the last

recollection I have of Bristol is his alert figure and beaming

countenance standing on the platform wishing me bon voyage and

prosperity to St. Martin's - le -Grand.

EDWARD BENNETT.

CLIFTON BRIDGE.
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A Post Office Type or Two, and

a Trip to 1953.

A

shot as a

The Club LUNCHEON . - G . P. O. NORTH .

YOUNG barrister and a youthful journalist of my

acquaintance , both men of whom their best friends

say that they have a future, but the deuce of a

time in the present, were going through that early

evening examination of conscience , which all young “ struggle

for-lifers ” (as Monsieur Chose has it ) know
too well . The

question was , where to feed that evening for a decent sum and

with all the appetite of unrecognised genius. To them entered, with

a flavour of redtape, refs ., and Post Office Guide problems still

hanging round his shabbily dressed self, a certain gray -bearded

Supplementary Postman, with the remnants of his mind groping

round the same gastric quest. Challenged by a double -barrelled

to where man could grub cheaply and well, the

Supplementary Person answered by producing a bundle of menus

from the Refreshment Club, of G. P. O. North . Bar and Fourth

Estate scanned these polyglot but promising sheets with eager

professional eyes, in which the lights of appreciation and jealousy

were evenly mixed ; and Bar delivered himself of the following

sentiment : “ Just like you petted Civil Servants, you've got everything

done for you , and yet you want more.”

True, but not quite in the sense in which Bar meant it.

shilling a man can lunch admirably in that æsthetic fifth - floor room ;

for eighteenpence he can do himself so well that for fully two hours

afterwards he “ would not call the King (or a deputy-staff officer, let us

say in office hours) his cousin ; ” while for two shillings he can imagine

himself in the Junior Carlton , and during the rest of the afternoon,

his florin once spent, he will best serve His Majesty and his own

temporal interests by “ seeing a man about a dog. ” My own figure ,

I hasten to say, when I had the courage to climb to the roof, was

about sevenpence-half -penny, and excellent the fare would have been

at double that sum . I hold no brief for the Refreshment Club, and

have really no axe or carving knife to grind in this matter. I don't

know the Management. I think I once spoke (I wonder how the

For a
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serve us .

dickens I had the cheek to do it) to a plump and pleasing committee

man in the lift, and I once voted the wrong way in a committee

election . I did , it is true, on one occasion attend a general meeting

and was pleased and astonished to find from the speeches that there

were so many virtuous and honest men in the G. P. O. - quite a new

light to me. But I should like to say, just once for all , and with

some considerable experience of house-committee work in another

place, that this refreshment room business is a good bit of work

uncommonly well done. A man must be a professional grumbler

or have a Nonconformist conscience, developed to the verge of

biliousness , to be able to find fault with it—its well-cooked and varied

foods, its delightful cleanliness, its flowers, its Lincrusta Walton , the

patient and untiring efforts of the gracious ladies who so skilfully

But

Yes , there's the rub. Surgit amari aliquid, and it is'nt from the

cruets . Vinegar would be Chablis to it . Promotion -poison is in the

air , and the grievance monger taints the food . Like all generalities,

this is quite inaccurate, but it will do by way of thumping out the

keynote on the piano. I would like to write large on the door of the

Refreshment Room some simple motto like the following :

“ ALL SHOP ABANDON, WHILE YOU GOBBLE HERE.”

The finest Poulet sauti aux champignons has the taste of a rusty

red herring when the men around you are talking in fretful and

fevered tones of the injustice done them by that scoundrel

Blank and for Blank here insert the name of any good

fellow who has had the luck and agility to play at official leap -frog .

Then the talk of “ cases ” ! Hang “ cases ” when a knife and fork

there to play with . Shop , interminable shop ! Promotions,

re -organizations, all the petty details of the many trivial knots in

which redtape can be tied, the doings and sayings of officials, as

officials, the dull reiteration of some puny official grievance which can

only have a morbid interest for the diseased mind of the monger, the

many twists and turns of what a Civil Servant with unconscious irony

call his “ duty .” Surely there is time enough in the seven hours of

an office day to talk of all these things, and Civil Servants are men as

well as clerks . At risk of being a bore, I would urge that there is real

danger of the clerk element swamping the man , if he cannot keep his

mind for one poor half hour a day from ding -donging along the lines

set down in the Post Office Guide. Admirable as that volume is, no

sane man has ever pretended it was an aid to digestion. We hear of

are
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“ religious monomania ” as a hopeless and incurable disease , but I take

it to be a light and cheerful mania compared to that official obsession

which cannot for a moment free itself from the fascination of foolscap .

*

Alas for the foolishness of preaching ! Here have I , moi qui vous

parle, been doing the very thing myself. For this very day did not

the good Norah - most patient and obliging of a very patient hard

working crew — did not the good Norah from the Emerald Isle, when

she brought me my sevenpenny -halfpenny allowance in the luncheon

room , did she not catch me in the very act of talking shop, of asking

who was going to succeed Swainson in the ground floor regions ? I

had, for my sins, started the shop -talk , and it flooded two tables .

May be , though , for this sin of mine there are extenuating circum

stances . For no one , in all the simple years of my uneventful service

has been kinder and more courteous to me than the scholar and

gentleman , whose signature, “ J. Swainson," has appeared on so many

thousand letters to a wearing and worritting public . He goes on

pension to-day . He carries with him , I take it , the kindly remem

brance of all those who served under him so willingly. Certainly the

humourist in Truth chaffed him about his “ unquenchable hope ”

that things would be better : certainly it is due to him , his urbanity,

his gentleness, his untiring attention to the wants of the greatest and

simplest, that things were no worse . He was “ J. S. the Greater,"

for he was the Head of the Branch ; and I was “ J. S. the Less, ” very

much the Less. And the lesser J. S. parts from his old friend with

regret , for he can never have a more considerate chief.

* * *

T TRIP WITH THE TIME MACHINE.

By a somewhat unskilful use of the admirable invention of Mr.

H. G. Wells , the present writer has been able to whirl himself forward

some fifty years, and find himself jerked into the horseless London of

1953. Curiosity, old instincts, and an uneasy feeling that he had not

“ signed on, ” led him almost automatically to the General Post Office.

A trottoir roulant from the front door wound him gently up to the

second floor, and the habit of years guided him to the doors of the

library . It was empty, but to his great surprise ( for it certainly was

not so in his day) a copy of the St. Martin's- le -Grand, much

thumbed , lay on the library table . Opening it , he became interested

and took some rough fragmentary notes . If there are any inaccuracies

the transcriber begs that the reader will lay the blame, not on the

honest St. Martin's, but on the somewhat hurried pencil of the astonished
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copyist. These notes, which , on re-reading appear to be singularly

incoherent, were taken with an official pencil, that faintest of all

weapons which the State supplies, on those tiny little yellow slips,

of which only the poet-librarian of 1903 appears to have a store.

The screaking and jerking of some badly understood apparatus in

the time machine distracted the work of research , and there were

signals on the chronomotor dial which suggested that the years were

swaying to and fro in an irregular way. On the journey back, too ,

things got rather mixed ; so without more ado, and with many

apologies.

FROM THE St. Martin's Magazine, JULY, 1953 . EXTRACTS FROM

AN ARTICLE ENTITLED “ THE OLD DARK Days."

“ So simple was the process that the wonder is they never tried it

before. An Automatic Supplementary Establishment ! To us , of

course , in these enlightened days, the cumbrous methods of the

beginning of the present century appear almost incredible , and but for

the fact that the tragedies which resulted from these methods burned

their mark into the postal history of England, one might be tempted to

set down the whole story as one of those feeble and facile fairy

tales with which the so-called Victorian historical literature abounds."

“ The thing seems to have begun with the famous Supplementary

Suicides which woke all London , in 1903 , to the fact of the existence

of that unlucky establishment. It appears that one morning, some

fifty years ago, the charwomen ( it must be remembered this was

before the days of our smokeless city and radium fires ) who bustled

with huge bundles of keys to throw open for cleaning purposes the

doors of sundry rooms in the Secretary's office, were horrified to find

in each of the rooms a still , cold , and stark body, bending over a desk

and, to all appearance, intently occupied in adding the last necessary

words to an important foolscap document. Horrified and shocked,

the good charladies roused the official surgeons ( it must be remembered

that this was before the days of the enforced Sanitation of the Civil

Service, and long before the official Surgeons became State

Professors and I.S.O.'s) . Down bundled the doctors clad in

that quaint night costume, of which , curiously enough , there is no

mention in the Post Office Guide of those days, but which , as

historians, we are justified in terming pyjamas or supplementary

night-shirts . Alas, it was too late ! Seven “ wee bit clerk things'
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were as dead as Protection is now , and an eighth only revived

under the strong and drastic treatment of those prehistoric days to

murmur incoherently words which now convey no clear meaning to

our ears : ‘ Done with ... ' Put away. ' So saying, he died .

The discovery of the eight corpses made a sensation, and as the thing

happened in the dullest time of the year, a powerful paper, called the

Daily Mail (which supported the then Government by prodding it

violently in the back and urging it to do or die - preferably the latter)

made mighty capital out of the business, and issued sixteen editions

on the day of the joint supplementary cremation , upon which a

scurrilous Sunday rag observed heartlessly that for the first time in

history some real light -and heat -- was being thrown on the Civil

Service ."

“ Well, to cut a long story short , there was a pretty kettle of fish .

The eight departed , who really seemed deplorably ignorant of the

contenances of the Service, had left eight sheets of foolscap giving

their poor pathetic reasons for their most unofficial manner of leaving

the Department, not to put too fine a point upon it , in the lurch . We

cannot, and we would not if we could , reproduce these grim

documents , but one or two of them may merit passing allusion. One

poor young fellow seems to have been driven into an unknown world in

which (so far as our present imperfect knowledge goes ) postage stamps

are not, by a dreary view of his prospects in this . “ At the rate of

promotion ,' wrote this poor child , for he was only a child in years,

‘ at the rate of promotion which has been maintained during the last

four years, it would take the last man on the second class 88 years,

and the last on the third class 38 years to reach the top. This was

too much for him , so he took prussic acid on extra duty, and then

signed off for ever . Another unfortunate, a poor tired thing of

uncertain age, in an old Norfolk jacket and a pointed gray-streaked

beard, had passed some years of his life explaining to the British

public what were then known as the Book Post Regulations. No one

quite knows now what these regulations really were, and, if we believe

the cheap satirists of those distant days, no one quite knew then .

' I go ,'these were the last written words of the worn old gray-beard ,

“ I go to find out the true Nature of a Letter, and what really is a public

officer. I'm hanged if I shall ever know in this world . P.P.C .-- The

Solicitor will explain .''

*
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** But these “ last words' of undistinguished men are wearisome

so we will quote no more, but pass on quickly to the admirable

scheme started in 1907 by the then Higher Powers of the Post Office,

known as the “ Ideal Supplementaries .' Still , we must not leave

entirely unmentioned the notorious Book Post Riots of 1906 , though ,

as a noted minute-writer of the later Victorian epoch would have

said , these riots are hardly ad hoc, and are more correctly designated

officially as inter alia . Yet men are still living who remember the

utter dislocation and disruption of city traffic caused by those famous

(or infamous) Book Post Riots of 1906 . On April ist of that

obstreperous year huge processions converged about noon on the

doomed Post Office. Banners were flying with the cryptic motto,

' E and OE, ' and one, with deaths head and bones, had the

puzzling words , ' more to follow ,' written across it . Merchants of all

kinds, chemists, linendrapers, accountants, headed their assistants,

carrying banners which were but enlarged copies of invoices which

had been surcharged at the penny rate ; insurance companies followed

by the score . Angry words and angry faces everywhere. Even from

the stilted and stately West-end came a huge procession of mourning

coaches headed by a well-known Duchess, and on the sides of

the coaches were huge mourning cards bearing written ‘ Regrets

éternels ,' R.S.V.P., and P.P.C. , which had all , in the hour of their

grief, been fined a bitter penny. A procession of brides lightened

the scene , bearing taxed invitation wedding cards . Nothing had ever

been seen like it , and no Lord Mayor's Show ever produced such a

crowd . A grim , well -dressed body of citizens bore a banner aloft

inscribed · Are we not men and public officers ? ' It is now common

matter of history what happened some four years later, and we , the

descendants of the enlightened Statesmen of these days , should not

now in this Year of Grace, 1953 , be living entirely free of Income Tax,

were it not for the annual gift of Twenty Millions Sterling which an

open Halfpenny Post brings to the National Exchequer.” [ There is

some fiscal heresy and fizzle here, or possibly I've copied it wrong way

Anyhow , I will just leave it as my yellow slip shows I found it

in 1953.- J.S.S.

on .

*

“ But we are forgetting the ' Ideal Supplementaries. It was an

idea , in 1907 , of the then Secretary, Sir Henry
There was

a lot in it , and would have worked very well and produced the most

admirable Civil Servants. But the poor little beggars all died ,

etiolated ,' scientists said , whatever that may mean . They lived,
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some 180 of them, in a large Rowton -House-looking tenement some

where in Clerkenwell . They never saw anything of the outer world ,

and not one of them had even spoken to a real live Member of

Parliament. They arrived at 10 a.m. every morning in a succession

of closed omnibuses, and were conveyed back in the same carriage at

5 p.m. These vehicles were also part of their education , for the

inside panels were adorned, not with advertisements of soaps and

pills, but with choice extracts from the P.O. Guide. In the tenement

they took their meals together, and a kind of lay cleric, known in

those days as a Deputy Staff Officer, read to them from a pulpit as

they munched their mutton , specimens of the Best Hundred Minutes .

It was a beautiful idea, and the memory of it will endure , for the 180

little urns (which the Woking people thoughtfully labelled G.P.O.

North ) rest on shelves in a corner of the Muniment Room to this

day .

* * * 本 *

“ Of course our present Automatic Clerical Staff does away with all

these tragedies and comedies. It will be remembered by those

conversant with the Postal History of the last fifty years , that when

G.P.O., West, was burned down in the Book Post Riots of 1906 , the

architect to whom the rebuilding was entrusted, was the distinguished

man who, in conjunction with a Mr. Nevil Maskelyne, employed his

leisure on perfecting various human automata . Protracted experiments

which lasted over two years resulted in their producing an automatic

curate, which at a distance of twelve feet was hardly distinguishable

from the real article , and it was said ( it is thought, erroneously) that

the pair had constructed an Automatic Colonial Bishop. Be this as

it may, there is little doubt that they did turn out an almost perfect

Automatic Staff. As every schoolboy knows, one of the sights of

G.P.O., West , is the Automatic Enquiry Draft and Minute Room , with

the small adjoining chamber known as the Rejoinder Room . For the

benefit of provincial readers of this Magazine we will explain . Around

the great Hall , which is one of the glories of G.P.O. West, are various

red constructions on pedestals which somewhat resemble the many

penny-in -the-slot machines, which provide us in these enlightened days

with everything a man wants from a creed to a box of pipe lights . An

enquirer who drops in to ask about the re -direction of his letters is no

longer shown, as in old fashioned days , into a spacious and

draughty room , an official fernery, where courteous young gentlemen

listen with philosophic calm to all the possible and impossible questions

he may put . No, all that is over, and the courteous fern-growing
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officials became plump and pleasing Postmasters and lived happily

ever afterwards . Nous avons bien changé tout cela . Your applicant

with his re -direction conundrum just wanders round the room , picks out

the penny -in -the-slot machine which suits the particular complaint, and

drops in his penny. A pause, a slight whirr, and then from the slit in

the engine comes out a sheet of paper bearing the answer, legibly

signed , dated and all that . For twopence a longer answer, saying

practically the same thing, can be spun from the machine, and for

threepence a man may obtain , in addition , a gracefully worded

expression of regret from the Postmaster General . Those applicants

who, as in old days , insist on ‘ seeing the Secretary’are, for a fee of

sixpence, allowed actually to see him by means of a clever arrangement

of reflecting mirrors on a special silver plated machine , over which a

tall attendant in a frock coat stands on guard. It is not, however, on

record that any one man ever paid this particular fee and evinced a

desire to repeat the experiment. There are also in separate rooms,

and apart, very highly organised automatic assistant -secretaries , but as

a rule they don't work . These machines are too expensive and

complicated, and are not much used . It was found , too, that the

automatic solicitors gave such conflicting results that, although

extremely interesting as scientific problems, for ordinary work -a -day

purposes they were about as postally useful as the differential calculus .

The automatic supplementary clerks are , for routine purposes ,' signal

successes, and as these machines are always quite ready to start

working at 10 a.m. , never do extra duty and require no lunch save a

drop or two of oil, there is a great saving to the Revenue. An

attempt to set up an automatic Income Tax Collector (while that

archaic impost lasted ] almost produced a mutiny in G.P.O .: the

grasping thing took all the coins it could swallow and gave back

nothing. Finally an automatic messenger was designed who really

answered a bell at once, and this is justly reckoned by the inventors

to be the greatest triumph of their art."

[ Here end, for the present, the extracts from the St. Martin's

Magazine, of July, 1953.]

J. SCOTT STOKES.
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My Street : and other Vagaries.

HE father of one of the most successful of present-day

playwrights was taken to the theatre one evening to see

one of his son's plays. Being a Scotchman of the old

school he had an inborn distrust of all “ play-acting ,” but,

torn between pride in his son and horror of the play-house, he

consented to go . He was rather silent during the performance, and

thought but little of the play, but what most impressed him , as he

was afterwards pleased to observe in a letter to his family in Scotland,

was that the theatre was filled with “ seemingly quite respectable

people.” I like that “ seemingly.”

And “ quite respectable people," without the " seemingly," are to

be found in my street , though it is a street that has sadly come down

in the world . The houses with their pillared doorways, their French

windows, their balconies, wear under their grimy exterior an air of

faded gentility, of regret for the good days that are gone. Scarcely

one of them retains its integrity as a dignified whole . They are let

out in " apartments ” of one room , two rooms, three or four rooms, as

means, and not always the size of the family, dictate. Scores of

children play about their imposing entrances . Their fathers are bus

drivers and conductors, policemen, small shopmen - we are , in fact , a

colony of uninteresting and hard working people. But if our poverty

is unlovely, it is not degrading .

My street is a happy hunting-ground for the costermonger. He

comes in all his varieties and the air is raucous with his cries . Even

on Sunday we are not delivered from him , though milk and cat's meat

would appear to be the two commodities most in request on that day.

I do not know whether the cats really celebrate Sunday as a special

feast-day , or whether some of the inhabitants find it convenient, as did

a certain foreigner who sojourned on our shores, to have their dinner

shot through the letter box , all ready cooked .

On Sundays such of my neighbours as I know by sight put on a

new guise. I am reminded of a story of a policeman , then the one and

only policeman in a seaside town I know . He was as well known as

the town clock , and in addition to other peculiarities he had a

mincing gait which fatally distinguished him from every other man in

the town . One evening he was met in plain clothes, an unusual
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“ No sir ,apparition . “ Hullo, are you off duty ? ” he was asked . I

am on detective duty ,” was his ponderous reply.

Well, on Sundays all the inhabitants of my street seem to be on

detective duty, and achieve as little success as did our solitary

policeman . Here, for example, comes the butcher, who looks so well

and smart on week -days in his blouse and apron of blue, a gleaming

knife thrust through his belt . On Sunday, his frock -coat tightly

buttoned, his tall hat shining , he slowly progresses up the street ,

accompanied by his meek little wife, a much -befeathered hat taking

the place of the neat sailor of every-day wear. They are on their way

to the Methodist tabernacle , there to sing dolorous hymns and join in

lengthy prayers, and their faces are already sad in anticipation. But

the butcher's boy swings past in flannels and a straw hat. He , I

imagine, is going to take his girl for a row on the lake in Battersea

Park, and even in his disguise he is not unhappy, though perhaps a

little uncomfortable when he meets a friend who penetrates it and

chaffs him boisterously.

But when all the other houses in the street were given up to the

cult of the lodger, were over-run by noisy children , and unquiet with

constant coming and going, the big corner house opposite my window

alone maintained its pride of place as a family mansion ; for it , as yet ,

the evil days had not come. Its sole occupant was an old bachelor,

waited on by a retinue of servants , at the head of them a dignified

housekeeper habited always in black . In the hot summer after

noons the obese form of the master of the house lay stretched on

a couple of chairs on his balcony, clad in white duck from head to

foot- “ clothed in white samite, mystic, wonderful. ” In the evening,

from the solitary room where I sat driving my quill in toilsome

pursuit of a livelihood, I used sometimes to watch him dining in

stately loneliness, course after course placed before him by white

capped, white-aproned maids.

“ Your table is spread in my sight ,

With its wonder of roses and light.

How have I fed , O Dives ? ”

But I felt no envy, only a sympathetic fellow -feeling. He seemed

almost as lonely in his riches , as I in my poverty.

But there came a day, in the late afternoon, just when lamps were

being lit and my kettle was beginning to indicate that tea -time was

near, that I glanced out of my window, and in the window opposite,

the window of the old bachelor's bedroom , a hand was pulling down

the blind . One by one all the blinds in the house came down . I
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feared that my unknown friend was gone, and from my landlord next

day I learnt it—the lonely man was dead .

And now the great house is empty, and melancholy black boards

with white lettering proclaim that it is to be sold . Soon it too will

share the fate of its fellows. Its rooms will be parcelled out in twos

and threes, hordes of feet will go up and down its wide staircase,

slatternly women will gossip on the landings , all the ugliness of poverty

will invade the once serene and reposeful dwelling. C'est fini.

Nevertheless, with all its miseries, all its squalors, this is London ,

great , grimy London, and who can tell from one day to another

what the whirligig of fortune may bring to one in London. During

my first years in it I used sometimes to go out in a Micawberish frame

of mind, in which anything that “ turned up ” would cause me not the

slightest surprise. Often (shall I confess it ? ) if I passed Buckingham

Palace when our good Queen Victoria was in residence, I would act

this childish scene in my mind, smiling at my own foolishness .

The Queen, seeing me from the window, would remark , “ There

is a nice girl , but she looks very unhappy, poor thing. What can we

do for her ? ” And she would despatch a footman , who would run

after me, and say, “ If you please, miss , the Queen desires to speak to

you ." And I would follow him into the presence of the Queen

without feeling the least astonishment or even embarrassment.

Then the Queen would say, “ You look as if you had not had a

Ask whatever you most desire-in reason , of course ,

and not unto the half of my kingdom — and we will grant it .” And I

would answer, “ Oh , Queen , one hundred pounds a year of regular

income would make me the happiest woman in Great Britain ."

Whereupon the Queen would say , “ It is granted. Go in peace.”

That, I think, is the correct formula .

But advancing years have brought moderation in my expectations.

I have my dreams still as I walk abroad through London streets , but

they take a more practical form . I dream of a day when editors will

write and request the honour of a story from my pen ; when rejected

manuscripts will cease to rain upon my door-mat with the dismal

thud that belongs only to despised MSS . Long ago I gave up

bearding editors in their dens . Fleet Street oppressed me ; the

crowds and the bustle drove home to me my insignificance, the

hopelessness of one struggling against so many. Sometimes I heard

the sound of the surf in the Strand, I caught the flash of a sea -gull's

wing , and there came to me a wild longing for home, and the sting of

a wet wind on my face . But these fancies had to be repressed.

very gay time.

T
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But one

And, truth to tell , it was the office boy who always daunted me

more than the editors themselves. The imp sat on his high stool,

wrapped in so superior an air , and eyed me occasionally with pity,

largely leavened by contempt, as I waited on the convenience of the

editor, and tried to look the confidence I did not feel. The editors

were always kind, that I must confess . I never experienced the

slightest rudeness or discourtesy. One editor assured me that he

never could refuse anyone who came to him with holes in their gloves .

I had a hole in my glove . Need I add that ever afterwards, when I

visited that particular editor, I had a hole in my glove, even if I had

to manufacture it specially for the occasion .

I have no friends in my street ; that is the pity of London streets .

Some of us are not inclined to blazon the fact that we live in this

particular quarter ; we even discard the postal designation of our

district, and lie under the outstretched wings of the aristocratic square

beside us, where one may read , in the directory, the names of the

earls and marquises and baronets who inhabit it . And some of us

feel that we have risen in the world in attaining to a couple of rooms

in our street , and an electric bell in the row at the door.

and all we are strangers to each other . It would not be so in a

country place. There is , for instance, an oil -shop close by where I

frequently have occasion to do some little shopping. I took a great

interest in the pretty girl at the cash desk , even though, at the risk of

incurring her displeasure, I had to summon her from a flirtation with

one of the young men in order to give me my change. They were

all on most friendly, not to say boisterous , terms with one another,

and if customers had to wait their leisure , why, that did not matter,

if you did not happen to be in a hurry.

But lately I was out of town for a week, and when I returned a

clean sweep had been made in the shop. The pretty girl had

disappeared, and with her all the young men . In their place are two

grave youths of superior manners . This is what takes place. “ I

want a box of matches, please.” “ Yes , madam . Twopence or

twopence ha’penny, madam ? " “ Twopence.” He places it before

me with a low bow. " I thank you , madam .” It is really depressing.

I much preferred the former lively crew, and I should dearly like to

know what has become of them . Did the flirtations become too

pronounced, and did the manager swoop down on them ? Or are

they all away on their honeymoons ? And which of the young men

did the pretty girl select ? I need not ask, because I am not likely

to find out . Now in a country place I should have heard all about it .
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Altogether the common -placeness of the street is oppressive ; I feel

that it has no character, that there is nothing which one can call

“ the genius of the place.” Sentiment about any spot is like ivy, of

slow growth . And this street is only a stopping-place for most of us ;

we hope to pass on to better things ; the ivy has no time to grow and

beautify the dingy walls for us .

I am travelling down the well-remembered street in my carriage,

my view in front bounded by the backs of a magnificent coachman

and footman , and as I look up at the windows that once were mine I

feel instinctively for the latch -key that opened the door at my touch ,

and a pang almost of regret passes through me, as I realise that I

cannot alight , that some stranger lives in the rooms I know so well .

In looking back only the pleasant things linger in the memory, the

miseries are all blotted out . I have forgotten the taste of tea made

from leaves twice used , but now it seems that the flavour must have

been good ; and up there at least I had freedom ; there was no one to

notice my goings-out or comings- in , or question anything I chose to

do. Every chair, every piece of furniture had its history, and was

dear to me on that account. This was acquired after weeks and

months of economy, that was picked up , a wonderful bargain , in a

second-hand shop ; this lamp was given to me by a friend ; that

rocking lounge by another. In those days my amusements were few ,

and therefore all the more keenly enjoyed when they came.

in the country in spring, when the fresh green was on the trees and

the hawthorn was in blossom , was all I needed to make me utterly

happy. I was healthily tired sometimes, in a rage with fate often ;

now I am only bored - neither pleasure or anger moves me.

A day

*

I must wake up , for I am dreaming still , gazing into my fire. The

carriage and pair have gone - I am alone in my poor street with its

stern , prosaic realities . But after all , it is dreaming that makes life

tolerable. And there is the postman's knock ! Perhaps it

may be a letter of acceptance from an editor ; perhaps— erhaps - it

may be a cheque ! D.
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The Post Office Militant.

, as a

HE average man in the street has little idea of the

active part taken by the Post Office in the Great

Boer War. Accustomed to regard his Post Office

much in the same light as he regards a donkey,

useful, more or less necessary, but very stupid beast of burden ,

out of which he can get unlimited work for a very little outlay,

and upon which he can , when so minded, shower hard knocks and

abuse to his heart's content without fear of reprisals, --he may well

experience some difficulty when he tries to picture to himself this

patient beast in the guise of a war-horse. Nevertheless , it is a

fact that when at the outbreak of the war the daily volume of

abuse was diverted from itself and concentrated upon its sister

Department of State , the War Office, the Post Office — to change the

simile - girded on the sword and proved itself " a first- class fighting

man on many a well -fought field .

More than 4,000 Post Office employees left their ordinary

avocations to serve in the Army during the war. Among these

were over 2,000 Army Reservists, a striking commentary upon a

statement which appeared in one of the morning papers, not long

ago , to the effect that the War Office was the only Department

of State that gave employment to ex -army men . In every Line

Regiment, every Battalion of Imperial Yeomanry, every Volunteer

Service Company, in fact in every arm of the Service was to be

found the quondam letter-carrier, telegraphist , or counter -clerk ;

and there exists no great battle -field from Cape Town to Bulawayo

but marks the resting place of Post Office servants, who, as

manfully and as undemonstratively as in the Post Office at home,

tried to do their duty.

It was not easy, it is true, to recognize one's old acquaintances

of penny-stamp renown when once they had donned the war-paint ;

for some wonderful transformations were effected. One Postman

became first Sergeant-Major, and then Captain in the Imperial

Yeomanry ; another rose to be Sergeant-Major in a Mounted

Infantry Battalion ; in another case a Boy Clerk , 17 years of age,

filled the post of Quarter-Master-Sergeant in an Imperial Yeomanry

Battalion ; and in many another instance the erstwhile Post Office

servant found that the stern discipline of his old department stood
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as well

him in good stead on donning the khaki, and assisted him to rise

from the ranks to positions of responsibility and honour.

The Post Office was not only well represented in the fighting

line, but also busily engaged in its more natural sphere of

distributing the correspondence for the troops in the field , -- a vast

business when it is considered that for over two years not less

than 200,000 men were always under arms, and that the personnel

as the position of the various units were continually

changing This work was undertaken by a hybrid military -postal

body called the Army Post Office Corps. The Army Post Office

Corps is unique in many respects, and in none more than this,

that it is a Volunteer organization from start to finish . The

formation of the Corps was the outcome of a proposal made in

the seventies by an officer of Volunteers, Col. Du Plat Taylor. All

the men and officers who served in South Africa joined the corps

as volunteers ; and they were equipped , uniformed, and paid by a

Volunteer Regiment, the 24th Middlesex (Post Office) Rifles,

whose Commanding Officer , Col. S. Raffles Thompson , personally

selected the men , and to the Orderly Room Staff of which

distinguished corps great credit is due for the manner in which

they carried out duties that are usually undertaken by the regular

military authorities. A more ample account of the work and

organization of the Army Post Office Corps, as well as of the Special

Telegraph Reserve, will be found in the St. Martin's of January and

July, 1900 .

At the commencement of hostilities, when the force required to

overthrow the Boers was underestimated by military and public

alike , a force of about go men of the Army Post Office Corps

was sent out ; but the great increase in the South African Field

Force which followed upon the reverses of December, 1899 , soon

rendered a corresponding increase in the number of Army Post

Office Corps men necessary ; and draft after draft was sent out

until there were no fewer than 624 men and 10 officers of this

Corps in the field . The great majority of these men were specially

enlisted for one year or the duration of the campaign , in the same

way as were the men of the Volunteer Service Companies attached to

line regiments. They were all Post Office servants, among the most

expert of the indoor and outdoor staff, and what a strain their

withdrawal from their ordinary duties imposed upon the department at

home only postmasters and other controlling ofticers can tell .

The Post Office not only undertook the postal arrangements of
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the Army, but it also helped the War Office out of a difficulty with its

telegraphic arrangements. In theory , the telegraph work of an Army

in the field is performed by the corps of Royal Engineers, in which

there is a special “ Telegraph ” Battalion for the purpose. In order to

keep the men of the Telegraph Battalion up to a high pitch of

efficiency during peace time, there is a peculiar arrangement between

the War Office and the Post Office, under which men of this

Battalion are employed as telegraphists and linemen in various Post

Offices in the South of England - the men retaining their military

rank , uniform , etc. , as Royal Engineers, while receiving pay from the

Post Office. There is also a Special Telegraph Reserve, consisting of

Post Office telegraphists who, like the men of the Army Post

Office Corps, are enlisted into the Regular Army through the agency

of the 24th Middlesex V.R.C., and are at once passed to the Army

Reserve, so as not to disturb them in their civil avocations as Post

Office servants. At the outbreak of hostilities, the whole of the

Telegraph Battalion of the Royal Engineers was speedily sent out to

Africa, their abrupt withdrawal from the Post Offices in which many

were working occasioning, of course , some inconvenience to the

Post Office, which had to replace them by Post Office servants . The

Special Telegraph Reserve was also sent out to the front ; but as

the British Army spread itself gradually over the country, more

telegraphists were required. The military authorities were at the end

of their resources, and recourse was had to the Post Office . Post

Office telegraphists were enlisted under special terms to serve as

telegraphists in the Royal Engineers during the war, and so great was

the demand for their services that no less than 386 men were drawn

from the Post Office for this purpose alone.

In addition to telegraphists, however, men were also required to

mend the wires when Brother Boer had played his favourite trick of

cutting them , as well as to keep the wires in working order generally.

And here again the Post Office came to the help of its sorely-tried

sister department, sending out 76 skilled telegraph linemen to attend

to this branch of telegraph work. Had it not been for the presence

of these Post Office telegraphists and linemen in the field , enabling

the Man at Pretoria to communicate without delay his plans to his

subordinates throughout the scene of operations, the war might have

been raging to this day.

In such wise did the Post Office do its duty to the country , by

permitting over 4,000 of its employees to go out to South Africa , at

the serious risk of a breakdown in the home service in consequence
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of their absence. And how did the Post Office treat these officers ?

Did it suffer their wives to starve during their absence , or themselves

to parade the streets begging for work on their return home ? Far

from it . In the first place, the situation of every man who joined the

Colours was kept open until his return from the war. This, in itself,

would satisfy many a Reservist, not so fortunate as to be a Post

Office servant, who has found it a hard struggle to get work on his

return to this country . But the Post Office went further than this ,

and allowed the time spent in the Army to count for the annual rise

in wages, for good conduct stripes (each stripe carrying with it extra

pay at the rate of is . a week) , and for civil pension, just as though

the men had remained at home. Moreover, the wives of the married

men were granted half their husbands' Post Office pay, in addition to

the usual military allowances ; and the unmarried men , if their duties

during their absence could — as generally was the case -- be provided

for at a cost less than their wages, received the difference, which

often meant the receipt of a nice little nest-egg for a man on his

return to civil life . It is clear that the State acted very well to its

civil employees who took part in the South African War, and set an

excellent example to private employers.

Many, alas ! of the Post Office men who joined the Army never

returned -- victims of battle and disease ; while a few returned totally

incapacitated for further duty, and had to retire on whatever

allowance, in addition to their army pension ( generally at the rate of

2s . 6d . a day), the Superannuation Acts allowed them . More than

one , however, of this latter class, although certified as totally unfit for

further military service , were, after a few weeks' rest on sick -leave with

Post Office pay, enabled to return to their old department and to do

good work . In one instance a postman was shot through the knee,

receiving an injury that rendered him permanently lame. Now a

postman that cannot walk is , it is obvious, rather an awkward man to

provide for ; but , with parental solicitude, the department worried

round until a mounted rural post was found for the man , the duties

of which he was able to carry out without undue strain on his injured

leg . Some of the men who escaped wounds and disease came to

grief in other ways . For instance, an Imperial Yeoman from the

Post Office who was employed as a military telegraphist was sentenced

by Court Martial to imprisonment for delaying a telegram , and was

only released , some time he cessation of hostilities, on his old

department appealing to the military authorities on his behalf .

To turn to the brighter side of the picture, it must be stated that
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For many

one reason why some Post Office servants did not return home was

that they found more congenial, or more lucrative, employment in the

new colonies. Under the Kruger regime the Transvaal Postal Service

was, like all the other departments of the State , manned by

Hollanders--more anti-British than the Boers themselves. These

gentry soon received notice to quit when the British took over the

administration of the country . To take their places men ex

perienced in postal and telegraph work were required , and a supply

of excellent material was found ready to hand in the many Post

Office employees serving in the army. These men had received a

thorough technical training at home, had proved themselves men by

the terrible ordeal of war, and had given evidence that they shared

that wonderful capacity for adapting themselves to their surroundings

which distinguishes Tommy Atkins wherever he goes, and the

possession of which is so essential for successful colonization ;

moreover — and this was an important consideration — they were on

the spot, acclimatised, able to step into the breach at once. And

thus it is that the Transvaal Postal Service of to -day is mainly

composed of Postal employees of the old country.

months an ex - lieutenant of the Army Post Office Corps, Mr. Woolley,

was the acting Postmaster General of the colony ; and he was

followed into the civil Post Office by over sixty of the rank and file

of his old corps. A strong body of the Postal- Telegraphists who

were serving in the Royal Engineers also succumbed to the influence

of the brilliant sunshine and crisp air of the high veldt, and decided

to finish their postal careers in the Transvaal or Orange River

Colony. Others , again , launched out into fresh channels altogether.

One postman wrote home to say that he would not be coming back

as he had decided to go partner with a man in a store which was

bringing in £ 100 a week ! Another man took over a farm , while

one Rural Postman became manager of a hotel ! Certainly there

appears to be some justification for the remark of the Secretary to

the Post Office the other day that , if the Navy in connection with

the war had turned out a Handy Man , the Post Office had shown

that it could produce a Handier Man .

Whether this appellation be merited or no , the fact remains that

the 4,000 men from the Post Office who served in the South African

Field Force did their duty like Englishmen , with credit to themselves

and to the Department which is proud to own them .

S.O. H. H. MEARS.
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Humours of the Law.

N the last issue of St. Martin's-le-Grand, a contributor

did the present writer a kind service by inserting a

paragraph concerning a paper on the above subject

which had been read before a debating club in the

country . The said paragraph , though brief, contained an astonishing

amount of incorrect information , including a most imaginative

statement that the paper had been printed , and could be obtained at

the price of one penny per copy . As a result , the writer has been

deluged with orders for copies, which he regrets he cannot supply,

as they do not exist . Some disappointment, and much indignation ,

have been expressed , and the writer has been universally, though

unjustly, blamed.

By way of making amends for an injury of which he does not

admit himself guilty, he has sought the assistance of the kind Editor

of this journal , by whose courtesy the paper referred to is now printed

in extenso , as follows:

I.

The law is a hass. It is a hard -working animal; it stands solidly

on its four legs ; its method of working is the slow and sure method ;

it goes its own way, and has a very hard mouth ; it stands a good deal

of knocking about without condescending to alter its habits ; and if a

man tries to ride it without expert assistance he will probably have a hard

fall, and a parting kick from its hind legs. It is , therefore, not without

reason that the British Public , the owners of this incomprehensible

beast , have summed up its idiosyncrasies by dubbing it a hass.

As an ass, then , let it be judged . In its infancy, as a baby

quadruped, it was fair enough to look upon. Every limb of the

primitive common law, though diminutive, was well formed and

perfectly symmetrical. But since its infancy it has, like Topsy, growed ,

and its bringing up and maturing have been a hard experience. The

rod of correction has been heavily laid on the innocent corpus juris. It

has been so thumped and thrashed by politicians, so mauled and

assaulted by suitors and their advocates, so sat upon and quashed out

of its proper shape by the judges, that its own parents, the Ancient

Britons, would hardly recognise it . Above all , the unfortunate animal

has reason to complain of the treatment which it has received from its

grandmothers, the legislators .

The greater part of the law by which we are governed at the

present time is statute law , and in the history of British legislation
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there are numerous instances of the most remarkable confusion and

error. When particularly glaring, legislative blunders receive the

euphemistic name of inelegantia juris, inelegancies of the law. A

very frequent cause of them is a total misapprehension as to the rules

of law existing at the time a statute is passed .

This has on many occasions afforded the exhibition of an Act of

Parliament beating the wind, and expending its energy to no other

purpose than to make itself, so to speak, blue in the face.

Such a case was that of a statute passed under William and Mary,

entitled, “ an Act to prevent Frauds by Clandestine Mortgages, ” but

which never prevented a clandestine mortgage yet, and probably

never will.

Similar cases are those of Section 4 of the Intestates Estates Act ,

which solemnly enacts an absolute impossibility ; and Section 3 of the

Law of Libel Amendment Act , the effect of which , if it have any

effect at all , must be regarded as gloriously doubtful.

Another statute, which remained curiously inoperative, was one

passed in the year 1547 , in the reign of a much-married Sovereign,

and which provided “ that women should not meet together to babble

and talk , and that all men should keep their wives in their houses. ”

Fortunately, the ladies did not cease to meet together as from the

date when this Statute received the royal assent. Since that time

they have talked, and talked again , and continued to talk , in spite of

all admonitions to the contrary. Probably the community has been

none the worse , and none the less interesting, for their conversation .

It is melancholy, in these days of temperance reform , to consider

the many occasions upon which an Act of Parliament has been sent

out into the world like a drunken man out of a public house , and has

either found a resting place in the nearest ditch (as in the case of an

Act of 1844 , which was repealed the very next year ), or has to be

assisted along the road by a kind friend (e.g., the Married Women's

Property Act , 1893 , Section 1 ) , or perhaps by two kind friends, one on

each side (as in the case of the three Real Estates Charges Acts), all

three reeling and stumbling on their devious way in a manner by no

means parliamentary, and highly obstructive of the legal traffic.

But a piece of legislation worthy only of the pages of " Alice in

Wonderland ” is that contained in Sections 28 , 30 and 31 of the Wills

Act, and more particularly the two latter sections.

Here we have, in one and the same Statute, two consecutive

sections palpably conflicting with each other, and the true history of

this extraordinary anomaly, according to the Master of the Rolls in
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tivo

Freme v . Clement, is that there were originally in contemplation theo

alternative drafts of the proposed enactment, but that by some

hideous mistake both drafts were inserted in the Bill , and there they

remain to this day, as two separate sections of the Act , to punish the

sins and exhaust the imperative vocabulary of everyone who has any

concern with them .

This is surely the climax of erratic legislation. The

inconsistent enactments, dealing with the same subject matter, but

dealing with it at cross purposes, have been bound up together as

closely as the Siamese twins , but will ever rebel against their unhappy

conjunction by a hostile jostling of each other's limbs out of joint .

II .

Routine is responsible for a good deal in the way of confusing

legislation . A Bill was once brought before the Kansas State

Legislature for enabling the Bishop, when he should die , to be buried

in the crypt of his cathedral. One of the members stood up and

proposed a clause to provide that the Bill should take effect as soon

as it was passed !

American legislation is rapidly becoming a by-word among the

nations. An example of the reckless way in which Bills are brought in

for the consideration of the States Legislatures, is afforded by an

enumeration of some of the measures proposed for enactment in the

single year 1897. A Massachusetts law -giver asked for a salaried State

Board to examine blacksmiths. A North Dakota man wanted to

license barbers, and a smooth -faced gentleman in the Indiana House

wished to impose a on whiskers. The legislators of the

Argentine Republic decided that it would be wise make

marriage very nearly compulsory, and passed a Bill providing

that “ young celibates of either sex , who should , without

legitimate motive, reject the addresses of him or her who might

aspire to her or his hand, and who continued contumaciously

unmarried, should pay the sum of 500 piastres for the benefit of the

Joung person , man or woman , who should be so refused ." On the

other hand, a Missouri man wanted to fine railroad hands 25

dollars for flirting with lady passengers. Michigan and Indiana

man and demanded that Bills of fare should be

printed in English only, and an Indiana man also brought in a

Bill making it a misdemeanour to wear squeaky boots in church.

At one time one of the States had a law that alcohol should

only be sold by State dispensers as cure for rattlesnake bite,

there being a popular fallacy that alcohol prevented the poison

tax

to

arose as one

a
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from taking effect. A man called at a State dispensary, and asked

for some spirits, as he felt sick. The dispenser explained that

although he had been allowed to sell alcohol the previous year on

the ground of sickness, the law had since been altered , and he was

now permitted to sell it only as a cure for rattlesnake bite . The

applicant was much disappointed, and looked very sick indeed .

After a moment or two, plunged in thought, he said : “ Say, now , is

there a rattlesnake anywhere down town ? ” The State dispenser,

after severe cogitation , replied, “ Waal, yes , stranger, there is . But

he'll be no sort of good to you , for he's booked up six weeks ahead ! ”

III .

Well, so much for legislation , British and American . Let us now

come to the consideration of that type of humour which goes by

the name of the legal joke. In the first place, there is probably no

sort of humour more widely appreciated than the breach of promise

joke. The reason is very plain . In all true humour there should be

a note of tragedy, and there is an abundance of tragedy in anything

connected with a breach of promise of marriage.

There is a tale about a lawyer's clerk who wrote a proposal of

marriage to a young lady of whom he was enamoured. Knowing

a little about the law , and perhaps less about love -making, he

committed the rather serious error of heading his letter “ Without

prejudice. ”

Another story comes from Chicago . In a breach of promise

action the fair plaintiff's attorney proposed to read to the jury the

proposal of marriage, which happened to have been written on an

ordinary telegraph form . When he started to read, he began with

the words, “ My dearMy dear Louisa." Counsel for the defendant

immediately stood up and said : “ If it please the court, this is an

instrument partly printed and partly in writing. By all the rules that

were ever held by all the Courts, if the plaintiff offers part of that

instrument, the whole of it must be read to the Court . "

The lady's attorney protested that the fact of the matter being

written on a telegraph form was a mere accident only, and that the

printed matter on the form could have nothing to do with the case .

But defendant's counsel insisted on having it read from beginning to

end, and he was sustained by the Court. Thereupon, very reluctantly,

the gentleman began to read at the top of the message :
" There is no

liability on account of this message, unless the same is repeated, and

then only on condition that the claim is made within 30 days.” After

the signature, " Yours lovingly, John ," he was compelled, still more
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reluctantly, to read : “ N.B. — Read carefully the conditions at the

top.” The story , unfortunately, has no ending, for we are not told the

result of the action . If for the defence, it behoves bachelors, in

future, to propose marriage (if at all ) only on telegraph forms.

IV.

The commonest sort of legal joke, and the least humourous, is the

time honoured joke about fees . Lawyers' fees have the same fate as

mothers- in - law , plumbers , and husbands who come home late at night

—they are popularly considered to afford ample material for a joke,

without the usual elements of wit and humour. For instance, here is

a paragraph from a daily paper, purporting to anticipate a lawyer's bill

of the near future : " To nodding in the street , 3s . 6d.; opening

envelope and unfolding letter therein , 3s . 6d . ; thinking over same,

6s. 8d . ; writing reply, ios.; putting same in envelope and stamping,

38. ; ignoring rival company's solicitor in the street, 5s . ; telling wife

all about the case, ios.; listening to her observations thereon ,

£2 25. od .”

Now all that is very ridiculous. Not one of the itemswould be

allowed on taxation , or even dreamt of by the most optimistic of

articled clerks. The fault of the joke, assuming it to be a joke, is

that it descends to details , and so exposes the entire fallacy of the

idea upon which it is built . Jokes about fees are well enough so

long as they confine themselves to vague generalities.

A solicitor brought to a lady a long bill ( it is always a " long bill ")

for some business he had done for her . The lady, to whom he had

at one time made a proposal of marriage, but without success,

considered the charges unreasonable and extortionate (as ladies

usually do ). The lawyer apologised profusely. “ Madam , said he, I

had a mind to convince you that my profession is lucrative, and that

I should not have been a bad match .” Eventually she married him

to escape payment.

An advocate once gained a suit for a poor and by no means

prepossessing young lady, and in thanking him she said " I have

nothing to pay you with , sir , but my heart ." “ Hand it over to my

clerk , if you please, I wish no fee for myself," he said . It was a

heartless thing to say, but the joke is a hearty one .

A Scotchman , not a lawyer, once wanted to decide what profession

to give to his son , so he put him in a room , together with a theological

book of large proportions, an apple of luscious and pleasing aspect,

and a sixpenny piece of the ordinary size. His idea was , that if on

returning he found the youth reading the book, he would make him a
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clergyman , if eating the apple, a farmer, and if interested in the

money, a banker, those being presumably the only three professions

available in Scotland . When he came back, he found his hopeful son

sitting on the book, with the sixpence in his deepest pocket, and the

apple half way down his throat. “ That settles it,” said his delighted

progenitor, “ the lad's a born lawyer."

A solicitor, on the marriage of his son , gave him £500 , and

handed him over a Chancery suit, together with some common - law

actions. About two years afterwards, the son asked his father for

more business. “ Why, I gave you that capital Chancery suit,”

objected his father , “ what more can you want? ” “ Yes, sir , but I

have wound up the Chancery suit , and given my client great

satisfaction ; and he is in possession of the estate .” The father

turned pale with rage . “ What, you improvident fool ! " That suit was

in my family for twenty-five years , and would have continued in it as

much longer if I had kept it. "

Well, this subject is endless, and one may suppose that if lawyers

were to charge a halfpenny for each interview , and to draw all

documents free gratis and for nothing, inclusively of stamps and

parchment, they would still be rewarded by the epithets “ thieves,

robbers , extortionate, unjust.”

1 .

A very violent book has lately been written , entitled “ The

Egregious English," in reply to an equally violent and less reasonable

book called " The Unspeakable Scot.” The author does not spare

the English legal system . This is what he says of it :

" The English love to be ruled, just as eels are said to take a

delight in being skinned . The Englishman believes that law and

order are heaven sent blessings especially invented for his behoof. If

anybody picks his pockets, or encroaches upon his land, or infringes his

patent rights, or diverts his water -courses, the Englishman knows

exactly what to do. There is the law. They keep it on tap, in great

buildings called Courts, and persons in wigs serve out to you precisely

what you may deserve , with great gusto and solemnity. The man

picked your pocket, did he ? Three month's imprisonment for the

Someone is making colourable imitations of your patent doll's

eyes ? Well, you can apply for an injunction and so on .

“ This is law . All Englishmen believe in it , particularly those that

have never had any. When it comes to the worst, and the Englishman

finds that he really must take on a little of his own beautiful specific ,

he usually begins by falling into something of a Autter. Those

man .
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bewigged and sedate persons seated in great chairs, with policemen to

bawl “ silence ! ' for them , begin to have a new meaning for the

Englishman . When it comes to a trifling personal encounter before

this mountain of dignity perched on a mountain of precedent, the

Englishman shivers and looks pale. But his solicitor, and his counsel ,

and his counsel's clerk , soon put him at his ease , and he is fain to go

through with it . Whether he comes out on top or gets beaten is

another matter ; in any case , the trouble about the thing is that it is

infinitely and appallingly costly. Law, the Englishman's birthright, is

not to be given away. If you want any, you must pay for it , and pay

through the nose. Otherwise you can go without.”

The best answer to an onslaught of this kind is the Scriptural

assurance that the labourer is worthy of his hire. Assuming the law

to be a hass, even the labouring donkey is worthy of his carrot .

It has sometimes been remarked by laymen as a curious thing, that

when a lawyer wishes to describe an estate in landed property, he calls

it a fee. Thus there is the fee simple, or absolute interest in land, the

fee tail , base fee, fee simple conditional, and so on . There is a little

rhyme about this which will , perhaps, be considered a very pretty

piece of sentiment :

Fees simple, and base fees,

And all the fees in tail

Are not to be compared to thee

Thou best of fees - Female .

VI.

A fair subject for humourous remarks is afforded by the verbose

and sometimes obscure character of legal terminology.

American judge once said , — “ If I were to give you an orange, I

would simply say ' I give you the orange ,' but should the transaction

be entrusted to a lawyer to put into writing , he would adopt this

form : I hereby give, grant, and convey to you all my interests, right,

title , and advantage of and in the said orange, together with its rind,

skin , juice , pulp, and pips ; and all rights and advantages therein or

in any of the same respectively, with full power to bite, suck, or

otherwise eat or consume the same, or the same to give away, with or

without the rind , skin , juice, pulp , or pips ; anything hereinbefore or in

any other deed or deeds , instrument or instruments of any nature kind

or description whatsoever to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding."

That , as before remarked , is a very fair subject for humour ; and

even so great an authority as Lord Westbury once went so far as to

say that “ title deeds are difficult to read , disgusting to touch , and

impossible to understand."

As an
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But as a matter of fact, a well drawn deed usually contains not

one word that does not serve its own special purpose , and convey its

own definite and precise meaning.

The language of the law is necessarily exact . Exactitude

involves a definition and narrowing down of the meaning of words ;

therefore, more words must be employed. Colloquial language, on

the other hand , is vague, and therefore shorter. Indeed , among the

vulgar classes, whose ideas are usually less precise and definite than

those of educated people, language becomes so abridged and so

extremely simple, that a single adjective or adverb , of a sufficiently

forcible character, takes the place of fifty or a hundred words of more

special application. Accordingly, Mr. Justice Byles once gave this

summing up to a jury in a slander action : “ Gentlemen , in arriving

at a determination upon the question whether the words used were

defamatory or mere vulgar abuse, you will bear in mind that it has

been given in evidence before you that the defendant employed the

same epithet to describe a wheelbarrow, a pint of stout , and his

mother- in -law . ”

VII .

The necessity of assigning an exact meaning to words employed

in contracts and other legal matters is shown by a case in the Irish

Court of Appeal two years ago . The subject for judicial decision

was , the precise meaning of the interjection " Humph .” Four judges

of the King's Bench Division , from which the appeal was carried ,

had been unable to agree on this point . Two of them held that

“ Humph ” as used by Sir Walter Scott and Jane Austen in their

novels, was an expression of dissent ; while the Lord Chief and another

Justice inclined to the conclusion that “ humph ” only signified " a

dissatisfied condition of mind." The Court of Appeal ultimately

decided that the word was an expression of doubt or dissatisfaction , ”

or as Lord Justice Walter put it , in the elegant words of the Century

Dictionary, " a grunt of dissatisfaction."

It is curious to find this important judicial decision embodied in

Rudyard Kipling's “ Just-So Stories .” In the tale of “ How the

Camel got his Hump,” we are told that when the world was new , the

Camel refused to do any work . He was repeatedly requested to fetch

and carry, to trot , and otherwise to assist the other animals in their

labours. His only reply to all demands was, - " Humph !" That

grunt of dissatisfaction ,” or “ an expression of dissent,” and

as a punishment he was humphed with a material humph, or hump,

which was placed upon his back . It is to be feared that Mr. Rudyard

Kipling is becoming “ written out." He is coming to an end of all

was a
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his own stock of nonsense, and is driven to plagiarise from the Irish

Law Reports.

VIII .

Even if the law does play ducks and drakes with the English

language , it is no worse than other trades. A nautical witness was

asked by the judge of a Liverpool court to explain the case in his own

words . It was a street accident c.se , and this is how he described

it : “ He was on the port side of his horse, and when he got off the

gangway the defendant's cart ran across his bows : Griffiths pulled up

to avoid a collision , and the starboard shaft of his own lorry took him

astern . "

Another judge prided himself on putting facts to a witness in a

simple way. This is a sample of his style : “ My good woman , you

must give an answer, in the fewest possible words, to the plain and

simple question whether when you were crossing the street with the

baby on your arm , and the omnibus was coming down on the opposite

side , and the cab on the left and the brougham was trying to pass the

omnibus, you saw the plaintiff between the brougham and the cab ,

or whether and when you saw him at all , and whether or not near the

brougham , cab and omnibus, or either, or any two, and which of them

respectively, or how it was. ”

Lord Eskgrove was a man rather given to long -winded judgments.

In condemning a tailor to death for murdering a soldier by stabbing

him , he saw fit to emphasise the enormity of the crime by saying :

“ And not only did you murder him , whereby he was bereaved of his

life, but you did thrust, or push or pierce or project or propel the

lethal weapon through the belly -band of his regimental breeches,

which were His Majesty's !”

While on the subject of terminology , it may be observed that puns,

although usually an inexcusable species of humour, may sometimes be

turned to very good account in a court of law. A man , summoned tɔ

attend at a coroner's inquest, sent his wife to say that he was dying.

His wife appeared with that excuse , which was of course accepted .

The coroner was not aware that the man was a dyer by trade .

A prisoner appeared one day who had been captured in a raid

upon gambling houses . " What's your occupation ? " asked the

magistrate. “ I am a locksmith , your worship . ” “ How did you come

to be found in a gambling house, and what were you doing there

when the police appeared ? ” The prisoner answered : “ I was making

a bolt for the door."

Solicitor's Dept. , G.P.O. D. AIKENHEAD STROUD.

( To be concludest . )

U
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An Excursion from Brindisi

to Naples.

ARPE DIEM ” is the motto by which we hold that it

is good to struggle through official life, and to escape

the reproach administered by Burns to mankind in

general in the lines :

“ O man ! while in thy early years,

How prodigal of time!

Mis -spending all thy precious hours,

Thy glorious youthful prime ! ”

Though worn out therefore with the fatigues of two days'

continuous jolting in the mail train between Calais and Brindisi , an

interval of two or three hours only for sleep was allowed to elapse

after the departure of the good ship “ Osiris ” with the mails for India

and the Far East , before we were taking our place in the train for

Naples. “ See Naples and die," the guide-books have said for ages ;

and we set out with a joyful heart to feast upon the inferred glories .

As far as Foggia the direction is almost due north ; but there the

line turns to the south -west. The scenery is monotonous ; and the

only remark -worthy item about this section of the journey is that the

district traversed is malarial . Witness to this fact is borne by the

appearance on the windows and doors of the railway blockhouses of

frames filled in in lieu of glass with a very fine gauze . These screens

are intended to check the ingress of the mosquito, whose bite has been

proved by the recent Commission to convey the germs of malaria. With

the exercise of care on the part of the inhabitants, the Commission is

convinced that the scourge will be ameliorated, if not entirely

stamped out.

The first place of any importance that occurs is Benevento . This

city, though as dirty as the rest of the cities of Southern Italy, is

up -to- date in one respect, namely electric lighting. The very ancient

and very modern are here in juxtaposition-electric light brackets

affixed to walls erected before the Christian era . Benevento possesses

something noteworthy, however, besides dirt and narrow streets in the

shape of an exquisite triumphal arch . This structure was erected in the

year A.D. 114 in honour of the Emperor Trajan ; and it is considered
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to be one of the finest and best preserved Roman monuments in

Southern Italy. It is of marble, and is 50 feet in height. The

reliefs depict incidents in the life of the Emperor. From a photo

graphic point of view it is disappointing, as it is rather closed in by

narrow streets ; and the task of securing a satisfactory negative is ,

therefore, enhanced .

NH

3

TRAJAN'S ARCHI, BENEVENTO .

About thirty miles distant from Benevento the train runs beneath

a magnificent aqueduct almost 200 feet in height . It is in three

stories, and was built to the order of Charles III . for the purpose of

bringing water from Mt. Taburno to Caserta—a distance of 25 miles.

The precious fluid was used for watering the gardens of Caserta .



296 AN EXCURSION FROM BRINDISI TO NAPLES .

were

The cost must have been enormous ; and we can only presume that

in those days labour was comparatively cheap.

The lovely Campanian plain now unfolds itself as the train moves

along a high ridge, and then gradually descends to the lowlands.

While wrapped in contemplation of the panorama, a puff of smoke

arrested our gaze . It seemed to spring from the summit of a jagged

peak which bounded the distant edge of the plain . The smoke

gradually drifted away, leaving the mountain top sharp cut against the

sky. Another puff, and yet another. After a keen scrutiny of the

shape of the mountain, it was borne in upon us that we

beholding Vesuvius - Vesuvius, the burning mountain of many

youthful dreams; the swallower of the wicked cities of the plain

(Pompeii and Herculaneum ), ready at any moment to belch forth fire

and lava as of yore . ( It was but a few months ago that its pranks

threw the population of the country for miles round into ecstasies of

terror, and caused the churches to be crowded with hysterical people

praying Providence to avert the threatened eruption .)

Naples at last . It was dark. Outside the station there was the

usual line of carriages . “ How much to P- ~ 's hotel ? ” “ One franc,"

was the quick rejoinder - the proper charge we knew from the guide

book was 1'50 francs ; and we amusedly awaited developments. Crack

went the whip ; and the car shot clear of the opposition vehicles.

Round came the tanned face on the box -seat, “ Signor, I meant to

say one franc fifty . " A nod of comprehension ; and he swung back

to position . Off we went at a mad pace. How that son of Nimshi

drove ! But the whole tribe are alike here in that respect. Into the

Corso Garibaldi ; swish round a corner into the Corso Re d'Italia ;

bang ! crash ! went the right pair of wheels into a hole in the road

which in the free and easy Italian style had been left by some road

menders at the close of their day's work . The streets are paved with

huge squares of granite ; and at this particular spot a number of

sections had been removed, and were lying here and there in the

road - traps for the unwary . A firm grip on the seat saved a spill into

the road, and with a “ Ahou ! Ahou ! ” — this delightful yell is in general

use among Jehus in Italy , and is , we suppose, the equivalent of the

British driver's “ Geewoah ! ” — from the driver, the wiry horse hauled

us clear, and on we sped.

“ Ahou ! ahou ! ” to a chattering group of Neapolitans who blocked
the

way , but cleared like magic before our furiously driven chariot ;

and then a sweep into the Strada Medina. The street was crowded ;

but there was no stopping. Slash ! slash ! went the whip on the bony
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murmur .

sides of our steed ; and a passage was miraculously driven between two

lines of vehicles . It was with a sigh of relief that the narrow Strada di

Chiaia was next threaded in safety, and we emerged into the wider

Corso di Miile, and thence into the Corso Principe Amedio . Rising

ground now ; but the poor horse was not spared until the hotel was

reached in the Corso Vittorio Emanuele . The fare had in the

meantime risen to two francs ; but we felt that man and beast had well

earned even double, so submitted to the imposition without a

Our only comment on this, our first drive in Naples, is

that a missionary of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals might, with advantage, be sent to this benighted spot.

There are many ways of “ doing ” Naples. It first it is

perhaps advisable to drive here and there — it is inexpensive ; but it

is a mistake not eventually to foot it . By the former expedient

only what is best and modern will be encountered ; and the

impression of Naples will be that of a respectable though noisy city.

Now this impression , we venture to think, is not merited by Naples as

it is . To know the place, go up and down it on foot, which sooner or

later will end in an acquaintance with its back streets. Naples is a

city of violent contrasts ; and in the space of half -a -minute streets

lined on either side with shops which would not disgrace a Parisian

thoroughfare can be left behind and place given to the veriest slums.

Narrow lanes flanked with tall houses, the roofs of which nearly meet

and shut out the bright blue sky, no footpaths, the way strewn

with garbage of all sorts emitting a stench which will never be forgotten .

Cologne in its day of evil seven-strong smells could not have been

worse than this. At the present day it is a jewel of the first water in

comparison with old Naples.

Crowds jostle with crowds in the choking lanes—and such crowds !

The maimed , the halt, and the blind abound . Poor sallow fever

stricken faces are met at every turn , fat greasy -looking priests are seen

elbowing their way along, carts rattle occasionally over the stones and

cause a general flight to the walls on either side out of the way of the

wheels : noise and heat ( 90° at least in the shade, although

it is early May ). Oh , for a breath of fresh , untainted air ! The lane

we are in widens a little here , and exposes a church to view . In front

of it at this moment the crowd is more than usually excited—a quarrel

is in progress ; and for the first time we catch a glimpse of policemen

in the thick of the hurly -burly.

Presently we reach what proves to be the building of the Law

Courts. We proceed up the close -smelling corridors and stairs and
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peep into room after room until the criminal court is discovered . Here

the familiar scene was being enacted , -prosecuting lawyer making

out a strong case : prisoner deeply interested and glancing occasionally

at his solicitor, who looks at him with a you -leave-it-to -me kind of air .

The court was stifling ; and we staggered away to prosecute the search

for fresh air .

Relief at last appears in the shape of the station of the funicular

railway. We are quickly run up to the heights above the town — the

select quarter. A turn to the right ; and then Naples and its charming

bay burst upon our sight. It was almost incredible that the place

with its evil smelling, squalid quarters could look so beautiful at so

NAPLES.

short a distance. The houses of the city gleamed white in the sun

shine, and seemed set in a bower of verdure on one side and a belt of

heavenly blue on the other.

The ideal place for a walk in Naples is on the Villa Nazionale - a

park-like promenade which skirts the bay at the select end of the

town . At intervals along the parade in the early morning squads of

raw recruits are met learning the rudiments of military drill under

indefatigable sergeants. They were fully accoutred , and perspiration

poured from beneath their shakos. Their appearance was anything

but smart ; and we wondered, as we have done before in England when

witnessing similar scenes, how such material could ever be turned

to the good account it eventually is .



AN EXCURSION FROM BRINDISI TO NAPLES. 299

At the eastern end of the Villa an embankment and a bridge run

out into the sea and make a connection with a rocky islet, upon which

is built the Castello dell'Uvo-so named from its oval shape. The

castle was commenced in the year 1154 , and after many vicissitudes

of fortune has sunk into use as a prison .

It is a relief to leave Naples behind and seek the peace of the

neighbouring city of the dead-Pompeii . It is a place for dreamers .

There is to be found quietness and endless food for reflection . With

three or four hours only at our disposal, however, our dreams were not

of long duration . But the air of the place insensibly sends the visitor

into brown studies . For instance, in the ruins of the Temple of Apollo

RUINS OF A TYPICAL POMPEIIAN House .

we unconsciously began , in our mind's eye, to people the vacant courts

with a toga'd crowd of worshippers turned towards the altar of

sacrifice where the priest was officiating. Chancing to lift our eyes to

the altar to gain a clearer picture of the scene, we caught sight of

Vesuvius in the background , and at the moment a cloud of smoke

shot upwards from the crater. In such circumstances it was not very

difficult to carry the mind back to the fateful day—the 24th of August,

A.D. 79—when, as Pliny the younger records, there was a sudden

earthquake, day turned into night , the sea boiled with fury, dense

clouds riven by incessant flashes of lightning appeared over land and

sea, fire and ashes fell like rain , lava ran down the streets in giant

streams, and the populace went mad with terror in anticipation of the

arrival of the end of the world .
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Equally interesting but not so soul disturbing is the experience of

sitting, quietly thinking, at the seats of the money changers with the

well-worn stone counters before us , or in the wine shops with the huge

jars set solid in the counters , from which of old customers were

helped to liquor, still intact , and in the marble baths , in the theatre, or

in the garden beyond the atrium of such a house as that of Marcus

Lucretius, with its frescoes as bright and sparkling to -day as nineteen

hundred years ago, and its perfect mosaic pavements, or in the

entrance hall of the house of the Tragic Poet , with our ſeet upon the

pavement bearing a copy of the famous “ Cave Canem ” mosaic.

Days could well have been spent similarly cogitating ; but with the

knowledge that the Peninsular and Oriental 2 1 -knot steamer “ Isis ”

even then racing to Brindisi with the homeward mails, we had soon to

recall our wandering imagination from these scenes of the past and

hasten to instal ourselves in the train for the ancient port, strengthened

for the performance of future duties by the knowledge that another

opportunity had been seized and made the most of.

S. O. R. W. H.

was
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[We draw no hard and fast line as to the kind of books we notice;

but , of course , we give the preference to those written to Civil

Servants.]

DRAMATIC CRITICISM . Three Lectures delivered at the Royal

Institution, February, 1903. By A. B. Walkley. London, John

Murray, Albemarle Street . 1903

There seems to us a very fortunate coincidence in the appearance of

this little volume so soon after the controversy which was aroused

by the exclusion of the author from “ the first night” of The

Whitewashing of Julia. For in these pages is to be found Mr.

Walkley's apologia pro vita sua ; and those persons who were

disposed to adopt the views of Mr. Henry Arthur Jones on the duties

of dramatic critics have a chance of re-considering their first

impressions of the controversy, by studying some opinions of

Mr. Walkley, which were delivered in public before his treatment by

Mr. Bourchier and Mr. Jones gave to their publication a very special

importance. The lectures are an admirably clear and lucid defence

of the profession of dramatic critic, and more particularly of that

special type of critic we are familiar with in the persons of Anatole

France , Jules Lemaitre , and A. B. Walkley. The arguments are

illustrated with a wealth of learning and quotation which is sometimes

quite overwhelming ; indeed , entertaining as we find Mr. Walkley's

uninterrupted flow of quotations from ancient and modern authors,

and admirers as we are of his fine scholarship , we confess to a

preference for another kind of scholarship , which , indeed , covers as

vast a field as Mr. Walkley can claim as his own , but the learning is

implied in the author's style and words, and the quotation , when it

comes, has the appearance of inevitableness . In one of his lectures

Mr. Walkley speaks “ of the bookman's besetting sin : his incorrigible

habit of explaining plays by play-books or books about plays, without
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reference to play-houses and playgoers." But the incorrigible habit

of Mr. Walkley himself seems to us something of the same kind : he

cannot explain his own views without continual reference to the

sayings of other philosophers and critics who agree or disagree with

him . Impressions of plays, of books , of life itself, crowd upon his

alert and active mind, but the literary result seems too frequently to

be merely quotations suggested by such impressions.
The raw

material of the impression is there, but Mr. Walkley's wonderful

memory causes him to stop short at transforming the impression into

artistic material of his own creation , and he gives you it in the words

of Aristotle , Dryden , Coleridge, or Anatole France. It is entirely to

mistake Mr. Walkley to attribute this to his pride of scholarship : it is

most obvious that the habit proceeds from his modesty, and the

veneration which he possesses for his masters .

We are in full agreement with Mr. Walkley in his spirited defence

of what he calls “ autobiographic criticism . ” " To give an account of

your impressions, without any account of the temperament which has

been impressed , is to withhold from your reader an essential piece of

evidence for enabling him to form his own judgment about them .”

“ The play,” like human life itself, cannot be discussed impartially,

like a problem in mathematics : the critic must produce his

credentials . How and why does he see the matter in the way that he

does ? We want to have an insight into the temperament of the

critic who is giving us his opinion, and the charm and value of Mr.

Walkley's own criticism lies in the fact that he reveals himself to us

all the time that he is talking. His little effervescences and

indiscretions which so offend Mr. Jones are to us simply revelations of

a temperament, and many of us read criticisms of this nature not for

the purpose of being guided in our judgment, but because we are

anxious to see how a temperament in which we are interested is

affected by a particular play or a book . A leading article on the

political situation in The Times may be more closely reasoned and

more eloquent than a speech of Mr. John Morley's reported in the

same issue, but we are more interested in the way the situation strikes

Mr. Morley than in the way it appeals to the anonymous writer of

The Times, and so we read the speech and neglect the article. And

we read The Times on the drama, not because we attach any intrinsic

importance to the authority of the particular newspaper, but because

we know who writes the criticism , and we are interested in the

personality of the critic , and in his clear and penetrating intellect.
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MEMOIRS OF Count GRAMONT, by Count Anthony Hamilton ,

edited by Gordon Goodwin . A. H. Bullen . 2 vols. 1903 .

I 2S .

These memoirs appeal so frankly to the desultory reader, and are

written with so much charm and refinement of style , that we may

easily overlook their importance as a serious, though unintentional,

contribution to history — not the history of our nefarious dealings with

the Court of Louis, or successes at sea, but the material for those

side -light studies which are not less profitable, and enable us to form

a true judgment of the times . Gramont was no historian with the

set purpose of Lord Clarendon or Bishop Burnet, but a lively

chronicler of Court scandal. His book would be condemned by any

self -respecting Government as a gross outrage on the dignity of the

Sovereign and of many of those who directed the affairs of the nation,

but its publication was judiciously delayed until the chief actors were

in their graves .

The Memoirs open with an account of his life and adventures

abroad. Born of a noble family with powerful connections at Court,

he was the spoilt child of fortune . Endowed by Nature with all the

qualities which tend to popularity - wit, generosity, gaiety, and

affability of manner - even Hamilton and St. Evremond (who idolized

him ) admit that he was unprincipled, dissolute, spendthrift, addicted

to gaming, and a persistent and relentless lady-killer. These are

scarcely the qualifications for a churchman, yet Gramont who,

needless to state , only regarded the matter in the light of a handsome

provision , did not scruple to accept Richelieu's offer of an abbacy

that is to say, he took the emoluments, and wore a cassock over his

white buskins and gilt spurs . Exiled from France for certain

attentions paid to a maid of honour whom the young King regarded

as his peculiar property, it was a wise choice which directed his course

to England, then hardly recovered from the bonfires and jubilation of

1660. The long residence of Charles abroad had cultivated a taste

for French fashions. The language was commonly understood at

Court, and Gramont , whose disposition exactly suited the manners of

the age , quickly found himself a favourite with all parties.

The King delighted in his company, and loved to listen to his

rather doubtful stories. Gramont was a raconteur of the first water,

and possessed that rare power of extracting humour from the most

trivial occurrences. Gramont (accepting Hamilton's statement that

he was a mere amanuensis) was also a shrewd observer of character,

and, allowing for the natural tendency of a professed wit to exaggerate
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eccentricities, his portraits , though seldom favourable, have the

appearance of being faithful in outline.

The new edition of the Memoirs recently issued by Mr. Bullen

will be welcomed by students of the period, who must have grown

weary of the obsolete notes which have done duty in almost countless

issues of the book . Mr. Vizetelly made the first serious attempt of

recent years to illustrate the text with the aid of independent research ,

and his introductory account of Gramont's disreputable ancestors

(which goes far to prove the doctrine of heredity ), was both valuable

and entertaining, but the Calendars of State Papers and exhaustive

articles in the Dictionary of National Biography, without going further

afield, have thrown much fresh light on the times .

Mr. Gordon Goodwin , whose name will be familiar to readers of

the last mentioned work, has most ably supplemented Mr. Vizetelly's

researches, but it is doubtful whether the average reader who glances

through his 200 pages of closely printed comment will be able to

recognise the extent of his indebtedness. From one who has been

long engaged in noting up the deficiencies of earlier editions , a word

of praise will not be considered unbecoming, and a few suggestions

for further improvement may be serviceable .

The hero's name, if we revert to the usage of the time, seems to

have been invariably spelt Gramont, and not in the anglicised form

adopted throughout the present edition .

Mr. Goodwin's note on the Queen's maid of honour who divided

Gramont's attentions and presents with Miss Middleton, disposes of

the absurd conjectures of the early editors who considered that the

name Warmestre was substituted in error for Miss Kirk . That she was

the daughter of Dr. Thomas Warmestry, Master of the Savoy, seems

probable, and the present writer thinks he can supply her Christian

name, Mrs. Elizabeth Walmesly being mentioned in the Angliæ

Notitia for 1674 as Rocker to Princess Anne in that year.

At the conclusion of Chapter VII. Hamilton tells us a story

redounding greatly to the honour of his hero in refusing a pension

from Charles II . It appears from the Calendar of State Papers

(Domestic Series ) that the King must have substituted a present of

jewellery, there being a warrant dated January 1th , 1664, “ to pay

to the Earl of St. Albans £ 1,260 for a jewel bought from him for

Mons. de Gramont.” To the note on the Countess of Southesk may

be added the further testimony of Prince Cosmo of Tuscany, who

visited England at this time and left a valuable record of his

pilgrimage, which was published in 1821 , after lying in the obscurity
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of the Ducal Palaces for 150 years. In a letter addressed to

Sir Bernard Gascoigne he writes : - “ I am truly not the man to be

taken by the charms of a Lady Carnige , nor could I ever submit to

participate in such widely distributed favours . ” It is to be found in

the 2nd addenda to Steinmann's privately printed Memoirs of the

Duchess of Cleveland. If Gramont deliberately exaggerated the age

of Sir John Denham to cast ridicule on his marriage with Miss Brooke,

we gather from the same author's “ Althorp Memoirs ” that the lady's

age was underestimated with the same design . If born in 1642 she

would be 23 , and not 18 as stated in the Memoirs, at the time of her

marriage. It is probably not generally known that the story which

Gramont tells of the mock marriage between the Earl of Oxford and

an actress , now known to be Elizabeth Davenport, had appeared in

print many years before the publication of these Memoirs. It is to

be found , varying in only a few particulars from Gramont's version ,

in the Memoirs of the Countess of Dunois ( 2nd edition, 1708 ) . We

are there told that the disclosure of this infamous trick was made on

the very night of the fictitious ceremony, and that the lady ( " * only a

player," to adopt Hamilton's extenuating comment) , nearly succeeded

in committing suicide. Blickling Hall , the superb Jacobean seat of

Miss Hobart's family, and formerly the home of a more celebrated

maid of honour, Anne Boleyn , remains intact to this day, and in

the church adjoining are memorial tablets to many of her relations ,

but search has failed to discover any record of her own burial there .

Her most celebrated descendant was Henrietta Hobart, Lady Suffolk,

the clever mistress of George II . , who figures in Walpole's Memoirs .

Gramont alludes to the Duchess of Cleveland's inability to

accompany the Court on the occasion of the Queen's visit to

Bath in 1663. Some years later , however, she must have made up

for this disappointment, for among the ornamental brass presentation

rings formerly affixed to the then fashionable Cross Bath , but now

removed to the King's Bath , is a ring bearing the Royal Arms

inscribed “ Barbara, Dvchess of Cleveland, Anno Domini 1674."

Mr. Steinmann makes no reference to this visit, which must have

taken place after her journey to Oxford , where she had been staying to

make arrangements for the education of her eldest son , the Duke

of Southampton, at Christ Church . To the Editor's note on William

Lord Crofts, may be added, that it was his brother who was shot

dead by Sir Jeffrey Hudson, the Queen's Dwarf, in that singular

duel, which had all the elements of comicality, and ended so

disastrously . Was it Lord Croft's portrait described as “ Sir William
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Croft's ,” which was sold with the Gallery from Bilton Hall, Addison's

residence, in 1898 ? Mr. Goodwin has an interesting notice of

William Chiffinch , whose portrait , by the way, is a recent addition

to the National Portrait Gallery. H. L. S.

Plain Papers on subjects light and grave, by Belinda's Husband. .

Paisley, Alexander Gardner, 1903 .

THESE are pleasant little essays by a man who has an easy style,

and some quiet humour. He has, too, an individual way of

looking at things, and “ an instinct for contemplation ." He is ,

however, sometimes rather tiresome in his insistence on his own

commonplace mind, and Belinda's strictures on his opinions seem

to us to be sometimes well-deserved . He is especially good in

character sketching, and “ Tom Briefless” and “ Donald Macintyre ”

are real living personages in his pages. He quotes John Morley's

words that " History is a record of interruptions and misadventure,

and perturbations," and this explains the existence of “ Old Maids. "

“ Eugenio's dinner disagrees with him one day, leaving him

melancholy and distrustful for an evening, and Sacharissa is a maid

to this hour in consequence. Laetitia expresses an opinion which

Aristius, that devotee of modern culture, counts vulgar Philistinism

and he goes home saying “ It cannot be. In woman's affairs, as

in man's, there is a tide that turns without consulting us or giving

us much warning : there are all sorts of lucky hits and unlucky

misses. So that altogether it behoves married women not to glory

overmuch, but to believe that many things come either of chance

or of a predestination no merit of theirs determines.” There is an

undercurrent of sadness in the author's view of life : he feels the

mystery of things, and man's inability to take any but short views,

and he is , perhaps, too much of a dreamer to be satisfied with the

gospel of work . And he sometimes writes on subjects on which he has

no clear views , and on others about which he has nothing to say.
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At West Kensington.

'HE removal of the Savings Bank Department from the City to

West Kensington in April last , was duly noticed in the news

papers at the time, and a great deal of well merited praise was given

to the Post Office authorities and afterwards to the Office of Works for

the way in which the work was done, and for the very slight inconveni

ence which was occasioned to depositors by the change. Only those,

however, associated with the department understand fully the magnitude

of the task which was undertaken , and they alone know how very

slight a hitch in the organisation might have produced a different

result . But it would be scarcely fitting to the occasion if I dwelt at

any length on this aspect of the matter , and my pleasing duty is rather

to record a few of my own personal impressions of the new building

and of the district in which I now spend my official days. As to the

move itself — and I speak after an experience of many official moves

I experienced less inconvenience than I have done when moving into

the next house or the adjoining street . I left my desk at Addle Hill

one afternoon and I resumed my seat at it the next morning in Blythe

Road, and was able at once to continue my official work at the point

where I left off the previous evening. Not a paper was missing : my

well worn office coat awaited me intact , and even odds and ends of

papers and manuscripts which I have often tried to lose and leave

behind were around me. I should have liked , perhaps, to have set

fire to the Addle Hill premises, or to have at least broken the windows

before leaving, but the discipline and organisation which prevailed

were too complete to have enabled me to do this good work without

detection .

I cannot say I am altogether impressed favourably with my new

neighbourhood. Olympia and repeated Wild West Shows have

evidently lowered the tone of the district, which , though properly

Hammersmith, has been decided by the wise fiat of the Postmaster

General to be West Kensington . Some weeks before the move, one

of our lady clerks who was visiting Kensington , and was anxious to

see the new building, then in course of erection , asked a policeman

the way to the Blythe Road . He looked at her in astonishment, not
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to say with concern , and replied “ Lor ! missie ! you mustn't go down

there by yourself: it's such a low neighbour'ood .” It has certainly the

appearance of a shabby neighbourhood, and the efforts at gentility to

be seen here and there are more painful than encouraging . But the

shabbiness is very restricted in area , and in a few minutes walk we are

in a fine thoroughfare and in a quite aristocratic quarter. No one

seems able to tell me where West Kensington ends and Hammersmith

begins , but it is perfectly obvious where Kensington proper makes a

beginning. The West London Railway makes as distinct a boundary

between gentility and the varying degrees of middle and low class

suburbia as did the gate of Hades , which in Dante marked the entrance

to the lower world . The Savings Bank is of course on the wrong side

of the gate, but we are not far in , and with all our past history calling

us to abandon hope as we enter, in the way that we have done in the

City throughout our official lives, we find it less easy to despair here .

The beautiful old court suburb of Kensington is so close to our doors ,

that the prospect we have from our roof seems to colour even our

official prospects. I think that in time I shall grow as attached to

Kensington as I am to Fleet Street . At any rate there is here no lack

of literary and historical associations . The very name “ Addison

Road ” has a fine literary flavour : its old associations are almost lost

in its identification with a great railway station. Half way between

Addison Road and High Street is “ the Holland Arms Inn " built on

the site of an older inn “ The White Horse,” to which Addison used

to retire when the Countess was particularly troublesome. The public

houses even in his day supplied a want which many married men still

feel, and no Licensing Bill will be complete which does not deal with

the particular Countess who is the occasion of their patronage. The

mahogany fittings of the old tavern are still preserved in the new

premises. Close by is Holland House, up and down the long gallery

of which Addison used to pace, when composing his speeches or

essays ; a bottle of wine at each end, which he finished during the

process . Addison at his best is inimitable ; perhaps it is because his

imitators have had weaker stomachs. In Kensington , too , Thackeray

lived and died . “ Down on your knees you rogue ” he said to a

friend as they were passing Young reet “for here Vanity Fair was

penned : and I will go down with you , for I have a high opinion of

that little production myself.” Even on our side of Hades we have

literary associations. It was at a house in the Hammersmith Road

that Dr. Johnson stayed, and in the garden of which he walked , when

a storm of wind and rain came on . His host naturally remarked that

it was a dreadful night, “ No sir ,” replied the doctor in a most

reverential tone, “ it is a very fine night. The Lord is abroad . " Dr.

Johnson was a real devotee of the art of conversation : for the sake of

the opportunity it gave for an epigram , he was willing to be drenched

to the skin . Very near to our new building, at a house at North End,

lived Samuel Richardson “ in a kind of flower garden of ladies . ” As

far as the Savings Bank male clerk is concerned the same conditions

prevail, but the analogy is not complete. For of Richardson it is said ,
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“ He had generally a number of ladies at his house whom he used to

engage in conversation on some subject of sentiment, and provoke by

artful opposition to display the treasures of intellect they possessed .”

Now if the male clerk were in his Savings Bank “ garden of ladies ” to

imitate Richardson in this respect, the Order Book would scarcely be

able to contain itself with surprise, grief and astonishment.

I am told that “ The Red Cow , " in the Hammersmith Road ,

is the oldest inn in the neighbourhood . It has been rebuilt , but

an inn has existed here for more than two centuries . I lunched

there one day, and certainly an old world flavour seemed to cling

about the place and its cuisine. The waitress struck me as rather

modern ; she was evidently out of sympathy with the genius of the

place. Brook Green lies close to us, and the pretty sounding name,

suggestive of running water and green banks , is even now not wholly

inappropriate. The brook has disappeared , but the green is still there,

and it is a pleasant place on a fine day in which to smoke the

mid -day cigarette . On wetOn wet days the office portico makes a

convenient smoking room .

The space between our building and the road is not yet laid

out , but when we have our laurel bushes, garden seats , tennis

courts, and statues of former Controllers decorating the grounds,

we shall be able to recognise our department in the portrait which

was published some years ago , and was shown to the King when

he laid the foundation stone. No celebrities have yet made an

official tour of the building since our occupation : they will doubtless

come as soon as the original design is completed . The neighbour

hood being, in itself, so undesirable a promenade for the staff, we can

well understand that it may be the object of the authorities to

make the grounds sufficiently attractive to keep the men within

bounds. The roof, of course, makes a magnificent promenade,

but in a Department where promotion by selection is the practice,

it is probably thought the kindest thing to protect men against

themselves, so the roof is wisely closed . One never knows what a

disappointed man may not do.

I have mentioned the arrangements which exist for the luncheon

interval before setting forth the advantages of the building as a

place for work , but there is nothing sinister about the order in

which I am taking things. I am unmethodical, but I usually do

begin the day with work . And never, since I entered the service ,

have I worked under such pleasant conditions. I have light and

air, and space, and at the end of seven hours work I feel almost as

fresh as at the beginning of the day. Official life is altogether

pleasanter with increased comforts, and difficulties straighten them

selves out with little or no effort on my part. Just at present the

building is , of course , like a new toy to us . We watch over it as

carefully as we do over a new suit of clothes , but there is a fatality
which usually accompanies nervous care of this kind . In the

warehouse on Addle Hill I do not remember to have seen even a

spoonful of ink spilt during the time that I was there, but no sooner

X
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are we seated on our new and spotless West Kensington floors than

bottles of ink capsize everywhere , red and black , and a state of mental

tension prevails, especially among the superintending officers, who

have been purchasing pumice stone in great quantities at their own

expense. One principal clerk whose boy messenger had upset a large

bottle of red ink in the centre of the floor, and who had no previous

experience of a charwoman's requirements, sent out for a shilling's

worth of the raw material ; it was brought in on a barrow . You

submit a case to your superintending officer : he seems pre -occupied :

he has a little manual in front of him : it is not a copy of the Regula

tions, nor is it the Order Book : it is entitled “ How to Remove

Stains. ” He looks up wearily at you, and tells you to take the case

to his assistant. Then he looks nervously at what you are holding in

your hand. “ Bring a pencil, in future,” he says, “ it is safer than a

pen if you have to cross the room .”

The size of our larger rooms has been commented on in the daily

press , and certainly the length of some of them is very striking. We

could carry through the Civil Service Sports in our ledger rooms

as easily as at Stamford Bridge. I notice that, in our Refresh

ment Club , where the length of the room affects the temperature of

the food when brought to the consumer , the Committee have boldly

accepted facts , and put up an announcement that cold viands only
are supplied at the end of the room . This was so before the

publication of the notice, but it is pleasant to see so ready an accept

ance of facts as they are. They might, however, surely have added

that those who prefer their food tepid should select the middle of the

room , while those who sit near the kitchen should be careful how

they handle the hot plates. There is no need of any precaution of

this sort at any but the first table .

What must strike us all in our new premises is that we have been

put away in a corner . We are in a backwater of our own , and have

left the main stream of Post-office life . We hear no rumours, no

stories of what our brothers are doing in the bigger world outside ;

one feels somehow that we might be at war with France and not

know of it until the next day. Telegraphs and telephones don't help

us much in this respect, rumours and stories and scandals will get

about without their aid, if other conditions are favourable . Why, I

have started wild stories myself in Queen Victoria Street , and in a

few hours have discovered that they are in general circulation at

St. Martin's -le -Grand . But I can't get them out of this building.

I miss the hurry and bustle of City life . When I visit the City now I

find I am nervous at the crossings, and even irritated with the

numbers who pass me in the streets . All around in West

Kensington there is a suburban quietness during the day which is a

contrast to the life of the City . Whether the atmosphere will in the

end affect our working averages I do not know , but it is easier to work

quickly in an atmosphere which is charged with life and vitality than

where a sort of provincial laziness prevails. I miss, too, more than I

can express the Cathedral clock . We have a clock it is true at West

us
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Kensington , but it has no voice - voices are probably expensive things ,

and a bewildering lack of uniformity is the result throughout the

building in the matter of " drawing the line.” In the shadow of St.

Paul's we always knew where we were in this respect.
There is one thing I like in my daily walk to the office. I alone

am walking westward ; everybody is coming towards me.

resisting the stream ; I am in a minority. The men and women who

meet me look enviously at me. “ Lucky fellow" they say, “ he has

not got to go to work ; he is bound for Kensington Gardens or

Shepherd's Bush Green. He is a gentleman at large.” I used to

think the same of men whom I met when going to the City. An

office friend of mine told me that now and then in the City, about the

neighbourhood of the Mansion House Station , he meets an acquaintance

who is exceedingly curious about my friend's occupation . He asks

many leading questions , but my friend never gives him any assistance .

The other day the two met, and the acquaintance at once said,

*** Hullo ! never see you in the City now ; where are you working now ? ”

My friend replied, sadly and laconically, “ Olympia," and a look of utter

bewilderment came over the acquaintance's face. But he was

nonplussed only for a moment. “ Then you've left the railway,” he

retorted, and the irritating silence of my friend did not help him to a

solution . It is difficult to convince a rank outsider that you can do

anything serious at Olympia. The railway company announce on

their bills that Addison Road is the station “ at which to alight for

Olympia and the Post Office Savings Bank, ” but our local reputation

is evidently yet to be made.

Perhaps I may be accused of worrying an old idea of mine, which

was never listened to in Queen Victoria Street , when I say that I

think we ought to have a flag flying on our premises on State

occasions, even if it is not in evidence daily as an indication that the

place is open and that the chief has arrived. I am sure the College

of Arms could supply us with one from their stock .

Things have a way of turning out quite differently from our

estimate, and I sometimes think we have reached the zenith of our

marvellous prosperity, and that we shall never need the vacant space

which has been purchased for our development. With the new

demands on the private purse which Mr. Chamberlain's fiscal reforms

will entail, where will be the margin for thrift ? When the New

Zealander visits London he may be taken to West Kensington and

pointed out “ So and So's Folly ;” and the Savings Bank itself may

have shrunk back again into 27, St. Paul's Churchyard. Who knows ?

Certainly economy seems, like Free Trade, a discredited policy.

Extravagance, not thrift, is the note of an Imperial people.

E. B.
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The Assistant Editorship.

E extremely sorry to have to announce that

Mr. Sherwin Engall has resigned the post of Assistant

Editor to this magazine. He has held the appointment for nine

years, and the continued prosperity of our undertaking has been
largely due to his unwearying efforts on our behalf. Subscribers

and contributors have always found in him a courteous and

patient correspondent, and the marked attention he has paid to

the business side of things has made our publishing department a

model of good management. As an adviser and “second opinion

the Editor has found him invaluable ; so much so that the assistant

editorship has become a post which requires a man of exceptional

health and with abundance of leisure to perform its duties.

Mr. Engall leaves us solely because he can no longer devote to

us his “ after office hours ; ” but we are pleased to know that his

help and advice will still be at our service in an unofficial capacity.

It remains for us to bear testimony to the warm personal regard

which has always been felt by the Editor and Treasurer towards

their assistant, and to the regret they feel at the severance of so

old established a relationship . They are grateful to him for many

kindnesses . Mr. Engall has their good wishes for his future .

We have been fortunate enough to secure the services of

Mr. R. W. Hatswell, of the Secretary's Office, as successor to

Mr. Engall . He is already well known to our readers as

contributor. E. B.

New Postal Orders.

UR present Postmaster General is a vigorous reformer, and

a

changes in the postal order system , changes that have been viewed for

many years past as things belonging to the impossible. In the first

place, a new pattern of order is to be issued with the view of setting

at rest the much vexed counterfoil question , by the adoption of a

counterfoil . The much ventilated grievance of inequalities of charges

is also to be set at rest by the introduction of 26 new denominations

of orders ; so that we shall have orders running from 6d . by 6d.

up to 2os . Again , postal orders are to be paid at all non -money

order offices,where hitherto they have only been issued . These changes,

which for the most part take place on July 1 , are little short of

startling to the old school of official mind ; and the public may well

be grateful to Mr. Austen Chamberlain for an honest endeavour to

provide for all their wants in the direction indicated . Of the new
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denominations of orders those from 6d . up to 9s . 6d . will be ready

for sale on the ist July, and the remainder will be issued at intervals

between that date and the ist January, 1904. The new pattern of

the existing denominations will be brought into use as soon as

possible after the last mentioned date. It only remains to

introduce a guinea postal order—and that Mr. Henniker Heaton

is paving the way for — and to institute Imperial postal orders, a

question already under the Postmaster General's consideration and

the accomplishment of which should not be difficult, in order to

bring about so happy a state of affairs that the British public in

regard to postal orders will , like King Gama, “ have nothing to

grumble at . "

The Sixty-nine Postal Reforms.

HE Thirty -nine Articles of the Church of England have

by
subscribe to them , the forty stripes save one ; and, when Mr. Henniker

Heaton lately submitted to Mr. Austen Chamberlain a list of sixty-nine

postal reforms which he suggested should be carried out , the Post

master-General must have felt thankful that he had been spared

seventy. Indeed , we are informed by Mr. Heaton that for the space

of three hours and a half, during which the reforms were under

discussion , Mr. Chamberlain showed a most cordial and sympathetic

spirit ; and we attribute this to the fact that Mr. Heaton limited his

demands. For our own part we cannot understand why a round

number, such as seventy, was not selected instead of sixty-nine. It

would seem to have been such an easy matter to select just one more

to give completeness to his proposals. And the order in which the

reforms are numbered seems to us open to criticism . For instance,

the sixty-ninth is “ The Post Office to be freed from Treasury

Control.” This, we submit, should have been the first, because,

unless it is accepted, a large portion of the other reforms are outside

the realm of practical politics. What could not the Post Office do if
the sixty-ninth reform were an accomplished fact ? We have much

sympathy with all suggestions for Post Office Reform ; and we think Mr.

Heaton is doing a good work in making the public as well as ourselves

think about postal matters. But he should not take our breath away !

The International Telegraph Conference.

N 1879 delegates from most of the countries of the world

I " proszesinde de grapefro mystemsof their countries inf the world
discuss questions concerning the means of maintaining and improving

telegraphic inter -communication . There had been three previous

International Conferences - held at Paris ( 1865 ) , Rome ( 1871 ) , and

St. Petersburg ( 1875 ) -and three have been held subsequently at

Berlin (1885), Paris ( 1890 ), and Budapest ( 1896) . A description of

the proceedings at the latter was given in our pages at the time. On

that occasion , before the delegates separated, they proceeded to fix

the meeting place for the next Conference, and London was again
selected .
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This “ parliament of mankind ” met at the Hall of the Royal

College of Physicians and Surgeons, on the Victoria Embankment,

on Tuesday, the 26th of May. The proceedings were opened by

the Postmaster-General, who welcomed the delegates in a gracious

speech , delivered in French , the official language of the Conference.

Representatives of the following States were present : - Argentine

Republic, Austria, Belgium , Bosnia-Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria ,

Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon , Commonwealth of Australia , Crete ,

Denmark, Dutch East Indies , Egypt, France and Algeria , Germany ,

Great Britain , Greece , Holland , Hungary, India , Indo -China, Italy ,

Japan , Luxemburg, Madagascar, Montenegro, Natal , New Caledonia,

New Zealand, Norway, Persia , Portugal, Portuguese Colonies,

Roumania, Russia, Senegal, Servia , Siam , Spain, Sweden, Switzerland ,

Tunis, Uruguay, and the United States.

Delegates of the various cable companies of the world were also

invited to attend . These latter are at liberty to take part in the

discussions, and to submit proposals for consideration , but they are

not accorded a vote .

Mr. J. C. Lamb, C.B., C.M.G., Second Secretary to the Post

Office, the principal delegate of the United Kingdom , was chosen

President of the Conference, and Mr. John Ardron , Assistant Secretary ,

and Mr. P. Benton, Assistant Accountant-General, Vice -Presidents .

The other delegates representing this country were Mr. R. J. Mackay

and Mr. F. W. Home. The secretarial duties were , as usual, in the

hands of the International Telegraph Bureau of Berne ; but three

British Post Office officials—Mr. N. Hautrive, Mr. J. I. De llardt and

Mr. J. F. Lamb , were appointed to assist in this branch of the work.

The special matters which have been the subject of discussion

during the six weeks that the Conference has been sitting have not

yet been made public ; and an account of its proceedings and of the

decisions arrived at must be reserved for our next issue .

Meanwhile, it must not be supposed that the labours of the

Conference, arduous as they have been, have left the delegates no time

for relaxation . English hospitality has been tendered with, we learn ,

no meagre hand . The Postmaster-General led the way with a dinner

at the Grafton Galleries on the evening of the inaugural meeting of

the Conference ; and on the 15th of June the delegateswere the guests

of His Majesty the King at Windsor Castle. The visit was marred to

some extent by the inclemency of the weather. It had been the

intention to hold a garden party in the Castle grounds ; but rain
effectually put a stop to this part of the programme. The Postmaster

General presented to His Majesty, Sir George Murray, Mr. Lamb ,

Mr. G. W. Smyth , Sir H. C. Fischer, and many of the principal

delegates ; and one and all of the guests were delighted at the right

royal reception accorded to them .

Only a passing allusion can be made to other pleasing events. The

Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, true to the traditions of civic

hospitality, have accorded the members of the Conference a State

reception and conversazione at the Mansion House ; the Fishmongers'
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Company and Goldsmiths' Company have entertained them at dinner ;

and the various Cable and Telegraph Maintenance Companies have
vied with one another in their hospitable efforts. Former Postmasters

General, too, have not been behindhand in doing honour to our

confrères. On the 8th June, the delegates, at the invitation of the

Duke of Norfolk , attended a garden party in the beautiful grounds of

Arundel, and on the 26th they were entertained at a Soirée by the

Marquis of Londonderry. Nor must the Soirée and Concert given by

the Institute of Electrical Engineers be overlooked .

We heartily hope that the delegates are taking away with them

pleasant recollections of their six weeks'stay in this country .

The Eastern Mail Service .

OME interest has been aroused by the recent announcement of

the Postmaster General that the Peninsular and Oriental and

the Orient Steam Navigation Companies have been served with a

formal notice to terminate the present Mail contracts. The contracts

expire in January, 1905 ; and , in accordance with the stipulations, a

two years' notice has been given . It is generally recognised that the

services rendered by the companies are irreproachable ; and it is

obviously against the interests of the Department to become involved

in the expensive and wearisome business of arranging new contracts

when the maintenance of the status quo is satisfactory all round. But

there was good ground for the action taken . The disturbing factor

in an otherwise peaceful situation is the Australian Commonwealth .

In January last , the Premier of Australia informed the British Govern

ment that he could see no prospect of modifying the condition that

no future subsidy would be paid to any Mail Packets which were

not manned exclusively by white crews. In view of the fact that

both companies employ considerable numbers of Lascars, a renewal
of the present contracts has obviously become impossible. We

do not propose to enter into any discussion on the action of the

Commonwealth Government, but commend to our readers a perusal

of the eloquent despatch which the Secretary of State for the Colonies

recently addressed to that Government on the subject.

Meanwhile the question of new contracts remains to be settled ;

and the Postmaster General, recognizing that a service in which so

many different Administrations are interested is a matter of much

complication, and wishing to be advised by specialists as to how these

various interests can best be met, has appointed the following Com

mittee to consider what provision shall be made for the Mail Service

to the East and Australia on the expiration of the present contracts :

Mr. Evelyn Cecil, M.P., Chairman ; Mr. H. Buxton Forman ,

C.B., Assistant Secretary, Post Office ; Sir John Anderson, K.C.M.G. ,
Principal Clerk, Colonial Office ; Mr. F. C. Holiday , Auditor of

Home Accounts , India Office ; Mr. S. J. Graff, C.B., Civil Assistant

to the Director of Transports, Admiralty : Mr. W. E. Smith ,

Superintendent of Construction Accounts, Admiralty ; Sir T. W. P.

Blomefield, Bart., C.B. , Assistant Secretary for the Finance

Department, Board of Trade; with Mr. A. G. Ferard , of the

Secretary's Office. Post Office, as Secretary .
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Sir John Leng's Return.

"HIS Return , which is annually moved for in the House of

just been printed. It purports to show the number of days, hours

and minutes occupied in the transit of the Royal Mails, both outward

and inward , carried during the year 1902 by steamships between

Queenstown and New York, between Southampton and New York ,

and also between New York and Plymouth .

The number of voyages recorded is 454, which includes British

and foreign sailings.

The fastest passages of the year in the outward direction (from

Queenstown to New York) were as follows :

Line . Name of Steamer. Days . ' Hours. Minutes.

Cunard “ Lucania ”

" Campania "

о
л

о
л 15

20

30

35

55
White Star “ Oceanic 2

From Southampton to New York (a longer course) the order of

merit is as follows :

Line. Name of Steamer. Days. Hours. Minutes.

6 O IO
North German Lloyd “ KronprinzWilhelm "

" Kaiser Wilhelm der

Grosse ”

Hamburg American “ Deutschland "

6 2
5

6
5 15

IT

It is explained that the times given indicate the interval between

the delivery of the Mails to the vessels at the port of departure, and

their receipt by the Post Office at the port of arrival.

Civil Servants and the Franchise.

F report speak true, two of the great burdens which fall to the

lot of the average Member of Parliament of to-day are ( 1 )

the inordinate calls upon his cheque book , and ( 2) the excessive

lobbying and other annoying tactics engaged in by Civil Servants

with grievances. The latter, judging from the language used lately

in the House of Commons, is an ever increasing and irksome evil;

and it has been seriously suggested in influential quarters that the

only remedy for this much to be deprecated line of action is the

disenfranchisement of all Civil Servants. But we venture to submit

to our readers ' notice , though not necessarily with our approval, a

less drastic cure , namely, that for purposes of the franchise the

Civil Service shall be regarded separately from the public, and be
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granted power to elect representatives of its own . The suggestion

is not original, but is taken from measure passed by the

Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly of Victoria

( Australia) .

The measure in question is entitled , “ An Act to provide for

the reform of the Constitution of Victoria ;” and it arranges for the

election of a Legislative Council, and a Legislative Assembly.

The Council is to consist of 35 members, 34 to be elected by

the ordinary electors of the respective electoral provinces, and one

to be a representative of and elected by public officers (persons on the

permanent staff of any public department,) and railway officers

(persons employed on the permanent staff of the Railways Depart

ment). The Assembly is to consist of 68 members, 65 to be

elected by the ordinary electors , one by public officers, and two

by railway officers .

The compilation of the rolls of public service and railways

service electors is specially provided for under the Act; and it is

of importance to note that any qualified public officer or railway

officer whose name appears on the electors ' roll is capable of

being elected to represent his fellows in the Council, or in the

Assembly. Any officer so elected may sit and vote and be

entitled to all the rights and privileges of a member of the Council

or Assembly, and moreover upon election “ shall become relieved

from acting in the duties of his office and shall be deemed to

have been granted leave of absence without pay during the tenure

of his membership.” Further, any elected officer on ceasing to be

a member, “ shall be entitled to resume his position in the public

or railway service, and shall have the like status and pay as he

had at the time of his election . "

Public or railway officers on the compiled Service Roll will
not, under the Act, be allowed to vote at any election of a

member or members to be returned by any province to the

Council or by any electoral district to the Assembly, although

their names may be included in the electoral roll of the province

or district .

This Act, we learn , is certain to become law ; and we wonder

whether by the adoption of a similar system of Service Roll in the

United Kingdom any benefit would accrue to the Civil Service

generally. Like the question of Fiscal Reform it is open

question .

Natal Post Office Report for 1902.

"HE Post Office of this plucky colony has had a very trying

year. The volume of work performed, as compared with

1901, shows an increase of approximately 44 per cent . ; and this

result has been accomplished with inadequate office accommodation,

and a decreasing staff - the Postmaster General and a number of

trained clerks transferred their services to the neighbouring colony

of the Transvaal during the year, not to speak of ordinary

an

THE
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retirements and deaths . In spite of these hard conditions, the

Acting Postmaster General is able to speak highly of the real

which has inspired the remainder of his flock in most trying
conditions. He is, moreover, in the enviable position of being

able to report to his Government that his talent has produced

other talents, the revenue of the Department having exceeded the

expenditure by £67,358 16s . 8d .

The want of additional office space especially at Durban and

Pietermaritzburg is very acute ; but negotiations have now been

concluded for the purchase of the Durban Town Hall for

conversion into a Post Office, and for the erection of new buildings

altogether at Pietermaritzburg. Other schemes of building and

enlargement are being carried out at various places in the colony.

The labour problem presents great difficulty to the Department.

The Imperial Post Office has been considerably drawn upon for

the higher appointments ; and yet there is room for more men .

As regards native labour both in town and country districts, it has

been found necessary to increase the rate of wages to the Kafirs,

who have been spoiled by the high scales of pay current during

the war ; but the difficulty of securing a suitable class of individual

even at enhanced pay is a growing one .

The visit of the Secretary of State for the Colonies strained

the resources of the Telegraph Department to the utmost; but the

manner in which the additional burden of work was dealt with

established, as the Acting Postmaster General puts it , “ . record

of which any administration might be proud ."

Straits Settlements Post Office Report, 1902.

"HE tenor of this report is all-round growth of business ;

THEand to illustrate the rapid strides which have been made

in the Post Office since the Straits Settlements became colony

we cannot do better than reproduce the concise statement which

the Colonial Postmaster General has drawn up :

Year.

Number of Articles

passed through

the Post.

ue . Expenditure.

Amount of

Money Order

Transactions.

S

1870

1880

1890

1895

1900

1902

776,400

1,463,600

4,561,900

5,756,940

79,690

69,223

148,001

200,947

233,478

308,280

60,521

46,219

110,708

204,105

209,695

312,790

22,797

395,834

811,159

1,729,791

1,707,26110,990,465

It will be seen that the financial results for the past year are

not good reading , the expenditure having exceeded the revenue by
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4,500 dollars. This state of affairs is due to the fact that rates

of exchange where unfavourable during the year, and that the

Government contracted for a fortnightly mail service from Singapore

to Negapatam for the conveyance of mails for onward transmission

to Europe by the Indian Service. The new service together with

the bi-monthly service provided by the Peninsular and Oriental

Company affords regular weekly communications with Europe.

This advantage, says the report, for which the colony pays 46 per

cent. of its Post Office revenue materially benefits the colony beyond

the mere carriage of its mails , so that the deficit must not be

regarded in too sorrowful a light .

Jamaica Post Office Report, 1901-2 .

ISTRESS in the West Indies has been so frequently spoken of

during the last decade , that it affords a genuine thrill of

pleasure to read of a successful year's working of the Post Office of

Jamaica. The revenue collected was £ 1,297 145. in excess of the

previous year on the postal side , and £295 125. id . on that of the

telegraphs .

Of the postal increase, £627 155. 4d . is attributable to the

growth of foreign, and the remainder to that of inland correspondence.

The Postmaster significally points out that the falling off of revenue

consequent upon the reduction of postage from 2 d . to id . in

1898-99 on half-ounce letters for the Mother Country, and the British

Colonies parties to the Imperial Penny Postage scheme, has now

ceased . In the year referred to, the total postage collections

amounted to £ 21,438 143. 2d.,and in the two following years they

fell to £20,125 125. 4d . and £21,124 45. 3d . In the year under

review, however, the total reached £22,336 135. 7d . , an increase of

£897 198. 5d . over the eventful year.

This happy state of affairs is partly due to the increased means of

communication with England afforded by the establishment of the

Imperial Direct West India Packet Service between Bristol and

Jamaica. This is a fortnightly service ; but it alternates with the

service of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company ; and thus Jamaica

now possesses weekly communication with the Mother Country.

The increase in the collections on inland correspondence points, it

is hoped, to the imminent cessation of the depression in commercial

and agricultural affairs, which has been prevalent in Jamaica, as in
other islands of the West Indies , for some years past .

It is by no means an uncommon statement in the press that the

popular feeling in Jamaica is for union with the United States; and in

this connection it is interesting to call to mind a famous cartoon

which appeared in a Yankee newspaper about the time of the

Hispano-American War. Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippines were

depicted as hale and hearty negro boys with nether garments made

out of Old Glory (Stars and Stripes ), who were marching along
arm -in -arm to the envy of a forlorn , out -at -elbow young nigger. This

individual, labelled " Jamaica," was supposed to be cogitating
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whether he had not better improve his position and prospects by

adopting the same flag as his friends. Now we submit that an ample

refutation of the idea is to be found in the following figures given by

the Postmaster concerning the exchange of letters with Jamaica :

Outwards . Inwards.

1899-1900 1900-1901 1901-1902 1899--1900 1900-1901, 1901--- 1902

United Kingdom... ... 127,385 | 150,835 251,917 208,780 226,102 273,459

United States of America 115,782 119,114 124,974 139,000 124,386 128 ,128

mean one .

In three years the number of letters sent to the United Kingdom

has more than doubled ; and in the reverse direction the increase is no

On the other hand, the number of letters sent to the

United States has remained almost stationary ; and in the reverse

direction an actual decrease has taken place. So much for what may

perhaps be termed the sentimental side of the refutation ; but the

same result accrues from a consideration of its material — the trade

side , as shown in the parcel post statistics :

Parcels Received . Declared Value .

From

1899—

1900

1900

19C1

1901

1992

1899-1900 1900-1901 1901-1902

d . S. d . S. d.
€ £ £

United Kingdom 7,895 9,332 11,333 10,050 12 o } 12,558 18 514,190 15 4

United States of

America 3,497 3,366 2,176 3,018 5 10 2,696 13 9 3,1396 1

Parcels Despatched. Declared Value .

To

1899

1900

1900

1901

1901

1902
1899-1900 1900-1901 1901–1902

S. S. d .£ d . € d . £

United Kingdom 2,608 2,777 3,431 2,388 14 94 2,798 7 3 3,353 10 101

United States of

America 789 814 1,070 3 73 281 9 0:1 347 12 5201

W

The Most Cosmopolitan City in the World.

E cull the following interesting paragraph from the report of

the Postmaster -General of the Straits Settlements :

Singapore is probably the most cosmopolitan city of its size in

the world , and owing to the various races and nationalities living here

in large numbers, having their correspondence directed in their

own vernacular writing, exceptional difficulties present themselves in

maintaining a thoroughly efficient free delivery. For some parts of the



ST . MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.
321

W !

town three sets of postmen start together on almost the same rounds ;

a Malay taking all correspondence for Europeans (whether addressed

in the Roman , Russian, or any other European writing ) for Jews ,
Armenians, Malays , Arabs, Parsees and Japanese ; a Chinese postman

takes correspondence directed in the ideographic character, and a

Tamil postman delivers letters directed in the Tamil, Telegu and

Southern Indian characters ; this is supplemented by a Sikh who

delivers letters addressed in Hindustani, Persian , and the Northern

Indian characters , which are many and varied ; this list , however, is

not exhaustive, and includes only the commoner varieties of hand

writings which have to be dealt with . Letters for Tamils are

mostly delivered at night, as , usually , the addressees are only to be

found at home after dark , and their letters cannot be left in their

absence, because there is generally postage to be collected . A curious

feature is that the Chinese postmen hopelessly fail in delivering letters

directed in Japanese, but the Malay postmen manage to discover the

addressees very successfully."

Glasgow's Postal Story.

E are delighted to see that Mr. F. Braid , the late Postmaster

of Glasgow , has not since his retirement been idle or allowed
his interest in the Service to die out. In the Glasgow Herald he has

been publishing a series of long and interesting articles under the

general title " Old Glasgow's Postal Story , " and they form practically

a history of Glasgow in its relation to postal matters from the earliest

times. He claims for Glasgow that she passed a local penny post

twenty years in advance of the one started in London by Mr. Dockwra.

He quotes an interesting document, dated the 8th September, 1694 ,

in which , in answer to a petition , the Magistrates and Town Council

appoint a Committee to consider whether it would be possible to

establish three posts per week to Edinburgh . Fifteen years later a

petition was considered whether, in view of the many complaints made

by merchants, a horse post should not be established between

Edinburgh and Glasgow . Mr. Braid does not tell us whether this

desire on the part of Glasgow for increased facilities of communication

with Edinburgh was reciprocated by the latter city . Perhaps the

ancient pride of the city stood in the way, and she allowed Glasgow

to move while she waited . A stage coach between the two cities was

actually started in 1687 , with sitting accommodation for six persons,

but it proved unprofitable, and was soon abandoned. We are interested

to know that Mr. Thomson , who was Postmaster in the early years of

the eighteenth century, started the first Glasgow newspaper , The

Glasgow Courant. The first number appeared on the 14th November,

1715 , and informed the public “ that copies are to be sold at the

Printing House in the Colledge, and also at the Post Office. " This

connection of the Post Office with journalism is interesting in

connection with the fact that The Postman's Gazette, one of the most

widely circulated of Service newspapers at the present day, is edited

and published by officials of the Glasgow Post Office. Mr. Braid
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traces the rapid advance made during the later years of the eighteenth

century in Glasgow's postal system , and tells many stories of the

difficulties the mails had to contend with, and the objections that

were raised to their development. The first three articles appeared in

the Glasgow Herald for the 30th May, the 6th June and the

13th June. We understand that they will be continued so as to bring

the history up to the date of the introduction of Penny Postage.

The Manufacture of “ News. "

HE Postmaster -General stated in the House of Commons

yesterday that the expenditure on London telephones to

February 28th was £ 1,067,000. Eighty -seven thousand four hundred

and nine telephones were in use in connection with the exchanges,

and 2,002,250 new lines were being brought into use every week. "

The foregoing paragraph appeared recently in The Evening Neri's,

and we suppose the public is so accustomed to huge figures in

connection with postal business, that there seemed nothing improbable

in the statement. We have heard in after-dinner speeches Post Office

statistics reeled off by fluent orators , which have almost taken our

breath away by their transparent inaccuracy, but we look for better

things from an up -to -date Press. Eight thousand seven hundred and

forty -nine is the correct number of the telephones in use on the

28th February, and 150 to 200 is the correct number of the new lines

brought into use every week, not 2,002,250 as stated by The Evening

News. It is sufficiently obvious that if upwards of 100,000,000 new

lines were introduced in the course of the year in London , the state

of the sub -soil would become critical , and the streets would be "

with a vengeance. But perhaps “ lines ” is only a misprint for “ lies,”

and at the rate the halfpenny Press sometimes proceed in the

manufacture of the latter we are not sure whether the number

given by The Evening News would then be an exaggeration.

From British North Borneo.

E take the following from a recent number of the British

North Borneo Herald :

Every now and again , sometimes frequently, the

Superintendent of Telegraphs receives a weird service message from

his Operators reporting a death or any unusual occurrence up river .

The fact that such matters are reported cannot be found fault with,

indeed Operators are expected to communicate with the Superintendent

in such matters. But we think a little more brevity might be a good

thing in what are classed as service messages , and, well — the English is

perhaps a trifle crude in some of these messages, for instance the

following :

From Operator Lall to Superintendent.

13th . A missing man in a fishing hook. 2 days ago a native of

Thedok put a rawi or a string across the river with many
hooks

weighing the string with heavy stones under water. The same evening

the said native came to see fishing hooks taking the heavy rawi or

up ”

W
more
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string on a small boat however one of the hooks pierced right through

his right hand and the heavy string gave out from the boat bringing

the native under water. Next morning another native went out to

find out his missing relation and the hooks as well , whilst looking at

the string found it so heavy that he hardly rejoiced of having such a

big fish in the hooks and when he drawn up the string with mighty

pull found his missing relation in one of the hooks , sadly disappointed

and ensued weeping. Now the body is packed in an airtight coffin in a

dwelling where a dozen natives staying insanitating premises with

abominable stench .

From Superintendent to Lall.

13th. Orders from 0. C. C. bury at once and report burial.

What followed is subsequently reported to the Superintendent of

Telegraphs in the subjoined letter:

LAMAG , 17th June, 1902 .

Sir , — With reference to your tel : D/ 13 inst . , re burial of one

native Kempio of Thedok died in a fishing hook.

I beg to inform you that the said Kempio duly interred on the

16th inst ., leaving behind him his wife and few children . The man

was an aged of 40 years old .

The ceremony was a noticeable, the body was boxed in a wooden

coffin and on the day of burial all the Tambanua or non-Islam of

neighbouring villages were invited and formed into two parties ; ist

party was imposedof females and second party of males, former called
lover of the dead body or home party and the latter grave party of

course the both parties commenced tug-of-war in dragging the coffin

their opposite side . Inasmuch the grave party successful owing to

0. C. C.'s orders , and if the females were successful the body would

have been kept in the house for another 6 months.

However I advised them that since such customs of keeping dead

body long in the house causes much sickness and more fatal among

their friends and to which Govt . object it and it is better to abolish

just the same as their old customs of headhunting and slavery had

been stopped .

I beg to remain ,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

R. K. LALL.

To Superintendent of Telegraphs, Sandakan .

An Ostrich Story.

R. CRAFFORD, Postmaster of Ladismith, Cape Colony,

sends us the following :

I have just entered a report to the secretary in my correspondence

register, and looking over the subject after I had written it down ,

which reads: “ Ockertskraal date stamps - mysterious disappearance

of," I thought the story might be interesting to your readers, so I

give you these details.

MR.
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The other day the Field Cornet of Ockertskraal, who is the

husband of the postmistress of that place, came into town in a very

agitated state to make a special report of the disappearance of the

date and obliterating stamps of that office. He explained that both

stamps, with some other office material, were left on the table near a

window from which a pane of glass was missing. There were several

ostriches feeding round the farm houses , and suddenly one of them ,

a fine full-plumed cock bird, walked up to the window, peeped in,

and thinking the stamps to be tasty, swallowed one after the other.

Whether he made an attempt to try the stamping pad also I cannot

say, but the last that was seen of the date-stamps was a lump slowly

passing down the long neck of the bird . Every effort was made to

recover the stamps, but the ostrich would allow no one to get

anywhere near him . I suggested that they should kill him to recover

the stamps, but the farmer explained that it was too valuable a bird.

and the owner would rather pay the cost of replacing the articles,

The digestive organs of an ostrich are known to be more powerful

than those of any other animal, and although the bird may take time

to digest the stamps, in the end it will no doubt succeed . Meanwhile

there is some satisfaction to know that the Post Office agency at

Ockertskraal has its “ Travelling Post Office. ”

Dr. Luiz Betim Paes Leme.

R. LUIZ BETIM PAES LEME, whose portrait is given

below, now holds for the second time the position of

Postmaster General for Brazil. In 1882 he represented Brazil at the

D

DR. LUIZ BETIM PAES LEME.

Postal Congress of Vienna, and, having made a special study of

the postal service in European countries, undertook a thorough

reform of the Brazilian postal administration .
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In Rio de Janeiro, postal requirements had outgrown existing

arrangements . The principal difficulties to be overcome were

insufficiency of the personnel, and of the Government grants, the

lack of suburban offices for the effective distribution and collection

of correspondence, and the precarious situation of many of the

employés. These defects have been largely remedied by the present

Postmaster General , whose energy and administrative talents are

much appreciated by his fellow -countrymen.

Dr. Paes Leme was born in 1847 ; he obtained his bachelor's

degree at the Pedro II . College, and concluded a brilliant course

of engineering studies at the old Escola Central of Rio, now the

Escola Polytechnica. During the Empire he was at different times

charged by the Government with the execution of important
commissions.

Sir Somerset French , K.C.M.G.

UR colleagues at the Cape have taken seriously to heart the

honour lately conferred upon their Chief, and have given

eloquent expression to their feelings in an illuminated address. The

address, which was subscribed to by officers of all grades of the Postal

Service throughout the Colony, took the form of an album , hand

somely bound in vellum . The cover, which was overlaid with an

elaborate design cut out of solid silver , bore Sir Somerset's crest and

motto , “ Malo mori quam foedari. ” The album was beautifully

illuminated, and is described as a work of art of a uniquecharacter. The

address proper occupies the first four pages of the album , and the

succeeding pages contain the signatures of subscribers. The borders

of the various pages contain some excellently drawn sketches,

typifying incidents or places in connection with the particular branch

of the service concerned . For instance , carrier pigeons adorn the

pages devoted to the postal department, coins form an appropriate

border for the accountants, and telegraph instruments for the

engineers. Realistic little sketches are worked into the initials of

many of the pages , varying from a view of the first Post Office in Cape

Town with a small cart conveying the mails for the whole of the

Colony, to pictures of “ ships ofthe desert ” carrying the camel post in
the far North-west .

Mr. James Storey.

R. JAMES STOREY, the Postmaster of Bradford , retired

under the age limit on the 31st March last, after nearly fifty

years ' service. He entered the Post Office, as a clerk , at Darlington,

in October, 1853 , was transferred to Birmingham on the ist of July,

1855 , and, after passing through two higher grades, was appointed

chief clerk at that office in 1867. This position he held until the 4th

January, 1893 , when he left Birmingham to take up the appointment of

Postmaster at Bradford . Here his long experience and practical

knowledge in postal matters have enabled him to introduce many

changes by which the work of the office has been simplified ; and,

being always mindful of the public convenience, he has done much tó

improve and extend the postal and telegraph facilities in the District.

M

Y
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Possessed of untiring industry, and great tact and patience, he has

been able to get the best out of those under him by the force of

example alone. His justice was proverbial amongst the staff ; and , if

his decisions were at times — as they must necessarily have been

occasionally - opposed to what was wanted, they were always loyally

accepted.

A pleasant gathering was held at the Royal Hotel, Bradford, on

the 27th April, to present him with a handsome silver rose bowl;

and, in the many speeches delivered , testimony was borne to the

excellent administrative improvements Mr. Storey had effected during

the ten years of his postmastership, and to the regret that was felt

at his enforced retirement. The Chair was taken by Mr. H. Kemp,

chief clerk and acting postmaster ; and in addition to many men

MR. JAMES STOREY.

on the office staff, there were present several of the sub -postmasters.

The Chairman made the presentation in a fitting speech , in the course

of which he alluded to Mr. Storey's courteous bearing towards all , and

to the regard in which he was held . Several speakers added their

quota to the kind wishes expressed, amongst them being Dr. Dunlop

(Medical Officer ) , Mr. J. W. Knight ( Postal Superintendent), Mr. R.

W. Silson (one of the oldest Sub -Postmasters), Messrs. Shannon,

Benn, and Greening (Assistant Superintendents , Postal) , Mr. W. R.

Kent( Telegraphs) , Mr. J. Parker ( Town Postman) , and others. Mr.

Storey feelingly replied, and, after giving a short sketch of the

improvements in , and additions to Post Office work during his long

service, thanked those with whom he had been in contact for the

assistance they had given him , and said that he left Bradford with

nothing but pleasant memories, and hoped for nothing better than to

hear of the advancement and well-being of the Bradford Staff.
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Mr. John Asher.

B ' career extending over forty-one years , the Post Office loses a

man who is known, at least by name, in every postal district in

the United Kingdom . He was the founder of the United Kingdom

Postal and Telegraph Service Benevolent Society, and its first Central

Secretary ; and he has taken an active interest in the Society

throughout its existence . He is a native of Ibstock, in Leicestershire,

and entered the service as assistant to the Postmaster of Crewe,

in 1862. He was transferred to Worcester in 1864, and was promoted

to the chief clerkship at Northampton in 1872. From there he was

advanced to the postmastership of Rhyl in 1883 , and in 1890 was

MR. JOHN ASHER.

appointed postmaster of Carmarthen, the position he held at the time

of his retirement . He leaves the service a little before the expiration

of the age limit owing to ill health .

It was during his service at Northampton that he worked up

his scheme of a Benevolent Society, which should once and for all
time do with the system , then so generally prevalent

throughout the postal service, of sending round the hat when a

colleague died and his family were in distress. It soon became a

gigantic success ; and it has now a membership of 195,000 , and

£288,000 has been paid to widows and orphans through its agency.

Like the pioneers of all movements which appeal successfully to the

public , Mr. Asher has always had an intense belief in himself and his

cause ; and it was the personal enthusiasm he put into his propa

gandism whichmade the“ Northampton ” Society catch on from its

start. There have, perhaps , been abler Central Secretaries than

he, who have had a clearer and closer grip of the financial side of

away
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Therese complaining British public a very familiar andcourteous

the Society ; but none of his successors have had anything like the

personal influence which he was able to exercise over members.

On his retirement from the post of Central Secretary in 1882 , he was

presented with an illuminated address, and the sum of 100 guineas, by

the members in recognition of his services. And at almost every

change in his official position Mr. Asher has come in for a testimonial

of some kind or other . On his departure from Carmarthen in May

last , Mrs. Asher was presented with a beautiful drawing-room cabinet,

and Mr. Asher with a side-board, and a public banquet was given to

the latter on the 4th June, the Mayor of Carmarthen in the Chair.

Many public men , including the Archdeacon of Carmarthen , attended

and testified their appreciation of Mr. Asher's character.

At the last biennial meeting of the “ Northampton ” Society, at

Bristol, in June last , Mr. Asher was present ; and he spoke at the

banquet . He appeared to have lost none of his old enthusiasm ,

and his belief in the Society is as strong as it was twenty years ago.

In appearance age is beginning to tell on him , but in nothing else.
We wish him ease and happiness in his well-earned leisure. We

understand he is taking a house at Rhyl

Mr. James Swainson.

HE

correspondent in Mr. James Swainson , principal clerk in the

Secretary's Office, who retired from the Service on the 30th of June.

Mr. Swainson's connection with this office began some thirty -nine

years ago , and in those early days the young novice in the S.O.

had to go through two preliminary stages ; to do a few months

initiatory hard labour in the Registry, and then face a perhaps

more formidable ordeal known as “ passing Hardy.” The “ Hardy

of the present writer's somewhat later day is only remembered by

him as a well-favoured gentleman who on one occasion asked him

blandly whether " he had ever read the Higher Classics,” and ,

finding that he really had , rapidly changed the subject. However,

classics or no classics , Mr. Swainson did his turn at the Registry,

and remembers very keenly sitting at a large desk with Mr. F. A. R.

Langton (who so recently retired after being private secretary to

(n + 1 ) Postmasters General), and ticking off strange entries in weird

books with a blue pencil. He also had as colleagues, in those days,

Messrs. Johnson, Patey, Skoulding, Thoms and Challice. Our good

friend seems to have escaped the formal process of “ passing Hardy,"

though Mr. Hardy, during Mr. Swainson's first years in the Discipline

Branch , from which Mr.Joyce would not spare him , seems to have

visited upon him an overflow of G. C. B. drafts . Practically, then ,

his first 23 years of service were in the Discipline Branch , where he

climbed from the lowest rung in the ladder to the top ; for when

Mr. Joyce, a victim in some unlucky omnibus accident, was kept in

bed for six months, Mr. Swainson commanded the Discipline Ship

of the Service . Then for one year he worked in the Buildings

12
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Branch , and for an equal period in the Telegraphs. But from 1889

up to the last day of last month his name has been associated with

the G. C. B. During thirteen of those busy fourteen years he

must have passed and signed nearly a quarter of a million letters

to the public. What a mass of plaint and prayer ! Complaints of

delays of letters ; demands to do this, that, and the other ; impossible

requests for unattainable information ; the intricate maze of re

direction problems, and the still more puzzling questions as to the

halfpenny post, and the registration of newspapers ; latterly, too,

the moans of a great army of angry citizens complaining bitterly of

all things broken, damaged , or delayed, in their parcels, from eggs

to silver tea-pots, from wedding cake to Stradivarius violins. All

MR. JAMES SWAINSON .

these worries and applications, and many more, it was his job to

enquire into , and to send to the always anxious and sometimes

unreasonable applicants, clear , just and courteous answers. When

one thinks of the many thousands of patient letters so written ,iti s

wonderful how few people ever had just cause to complain of official

neglect . It has been said that there is hardly a home in England

of any decent size which has not had, at some time or another, a

letter from the Post Office signed “ J. Swainson . ” Even the Press,

which loves to make the G. P. O. its target , has been very

complimentary to him . Of course our good friend Truth had its

little joke when it chaffed him about his “ unquenchable hope ” that

the “ steps taken would have a good effect ” ; but even Truth sleeps

sometimes, or it would not have added of a man who had passed

his fiftieth year that “ we shall watch the career of this young

gentleman with ever increasing interest." His career would have well

repaid their study ; and theservice and the public have reason to
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thank him for his long and interesting work on their behalf. Nor

should the taxpayer be ungrateful; for Mr. Swainson saved the

Public Revenue in a very marked manner. The G. C. B., in 1888 ,

cost the department over £6,400 a year ; the same branch and the

same work have been carried on , since 1895 , under Mr. Swainson's

constant care, at a cost of about £4,880 . It is no small thing to

have signed a quarter of a million letters to the public, to have done

this so thoroughly, and yet so courteously, as to have satisfied

almost all who, with or without reason, applied to him , and to have

saved His Majesty's Post Office some eight or ten thousand pounds!

To those who served under him , Mr. Swainson was always a just

and courteous friend ; and it is no mere formal acknowledgment to

say that they will much miss his kindly face, and that they wish hin

well in the coming quiet of his well-earned peaceful years .

The Late Mr. John Doherty.

R. JOHN DOHERTY, who died early in May last, was

until 1899 the Superintending Engineer of Post Office

Telegraphs in the North - Western District. He was one of the

pioneers of the telegraph service . In 1852 he took part in the

construction of an underground system of telegraphs between

Manchester and Liverpool ; and in the same year he was in Ireland

employed in the erection of an aerial line between Dublin and
Galway, which was subsequently extended to Belfast. He also visited

Canada and the United States, and assisted in the erection of land

lines in Egypt. He returned to England in 1860, and joined the

United Kingdom Telegraph Company. When the telegraphs were

taken over by the Post Office in 1870 , Mr. Doherty was stationed at

Manchester, where he held the position of Superintendent, and later

on that of Superintending Engineer till his retirement in April, 1899.

Mr. Doherty was a genial colleague and a charming companion.

He had always a fund of stories apropos to any company or occasion,

and could tell them with all the art of the accomplished raconteur.

He was, however, somewhat of a martinet in carrying out the duties

of his position of Superintending Engineer ; and some amusing

reminiscences of this characteristic are current amongst those who

acted under him for so many years. A very hard worker, he expected

everyone to follow his example. He has not lived long to enjoy the

pension which he so well earned ; and it was with regret that his

friends heard of his decease at the age of 69 .

His portrait appeared in our oth volume.

Mr. G. Piper.

R. G. PIPER , who retired from the Postmastership of

MR Wakefield ontheoth of March last, entered the service of
the Electric and International Telegraph Company at York , in 1860,

and, after being located in various towns in the North of England,

including the Hartlepools ( contemporaneously with the late Mr.

Toothill), settled in Newcastle -on -Tyne in 1864 .
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His connection with the Post Office began in 1870 , when the

telegraphs were acquired by the State. His ability was speedily

recognised ; and , after filling various positions, including those of

Technical Officer and Canvasser for Telephones, he was promoted

successively to the ranks of Clerk and Assistant Superintendent. The

appointment of Chief Telegraph Superintendent fell to him in 1892 ,

which position he retained until he took up the appointment of
Postmaster at Wakefield in 1899 .

Mr. Piper, as we have shown, has always been closely associated

with the telegraph system ; and it is needless to say that he carried

out the various duties which fell to him with credit and ability. His

genial and happy temperament secured him the esteem of all with

whom he was brought in contact . He was ever ready to assist in

the advancement and happiness of his subordinates ; and, on leaving

Newcastle, he was the recipient of a handsome testimonial.
His con

nection with Wakefield has been equally happy ; and he takes with

him into his retirement the good wishes of all sections of the staff,and

the respect and goodwill of the community.

Mr. E. B. Parlour.

AN interesting ceremony took place before alarge and represent
ative gathering in the Sub-Office Ledger Branch , at 5 p.m., on

the 27th April, when Mr. E. B. Parlour was presented by his friends

and colleagues in the Accountant-General's Department with an

illuminated address and a gun, upon the occasion of his retirement

under the Mr. P. Benton, in making the formal present

ation , referred in appropriate terms to Mr. Parlour's long and faithful

service in the Department, to his connection with the Volunteers, and

to his prowess as an athlete generally. The speaker was particularly

happy in his remarks relating to Mr. Parlour's well-known kindliness

and tact in dealing with others, especially the " younger and weaker
members of the Department."

Mr. Parlour replied in characteristic fashion , thanking his friends

for their kind wishes , and looking forward to many a good day's sport

" in search of the wily duck ” with the gun they had given him . He

was followed by Mr. E. G. Richardson, who, in thanking Mr. Benton

for coming to make the presentation, warmly supported his appreciation

of the debt owed to Mr. Parlour by those who had served under him ,

and reminded his hearers that Mr. Parlour had always avoided giving

needless pain, even when obliged to administer an official rebuke.

In concluding this short report , I should like to emphasise the

remarks made by the speakers as to Mr. Parlour's sympathetic

manner of dealing with the “ rising generation ” ; and I am sure that

many, especially amongst the younger members of the Department,

could feelingly re-echo and apply to their old friend the words put by

Dickens into the mouth of little Joe : He “ wos wery good to me,

wery good to me indeed , he wos ! ' Long may he live to enjoy his

pension ! A portrait of Mr. Parlour appeared in our 8th volume at

page 147 .

A. G. D. C. N.

ge limit.



332 ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG .

T

Mr. Joseph Ismay.

HE retirement of Mr. Ismay from the position of Chief Clerk of

the Liverpcol Post Office is (writes X.) , a very real loss to the

Department. Like many other men who have done well in the Post

Office, Mr. Ismay commenced his career in the service of the old

Telegraph Companies ; and it was not until February, 1870, when the

telegraphs were acquired by the State, that his connection with the

Department commenced . The most notable thing about his official

career was that , taking up the position of chief clerk when over 60

years of age, he applied himself to master the postal work with very

remarkable success.

Even the Liverpool Office is not altogether free from the petty

jealousies and misunderstandings which in some places mar the

relationship of the postal and telegraph branches , and it says much

for Mr. Ismay that he so well established his position as to leave the

Service liked and respected in both branches .

The position of Chief Clerk in a large office is responsible, and not

easy to fill ; but by his intelligence, strong common sense, and even

handed justice, and by his considerateness for the staff, Mr. Ismay

proved himself excellent as chief executive officer. He is an able

man , and displayed something of the keen insight and fairness that

distinguished his cousin, the late Thos. H. Ismay, the founder of the

White Star Line. He is well known and much respected outside the

office as well as in it .

The kindly feelings with which Mr. Ismay is regarded were

tangibly expressed recently by the presentation to him by the

members of the staff of a number of beautiful presents ; and the

occasion was seized by the Postmaster, Mr. Salisbury, to express his

keen feelings that in Mr. Ismay's retirement he lost an adviser always

loyal , frank and hard -working, one who was always ready to give him
the

very best that was in him . On every occasion he had shown the

true spirit of the English gentleman , and that was largely the secret of

his success.

A portrait of Mr. Ismay appeared in our 4th volume.

M

A Dunfermline Postman .

R. WILLIAM BROWN, Cemetery Road, Dunfermline, has

retired from the service of the Post Office after acting as

a postman in the city for thirty-five years . Mr. Brown enjoyed

remarkably robust health until December last , when he was

suddenly seized with illness on one of his deliveries of letters .

Since then he has been unfit for active duty, and is now enjoying

his pension .

In order that he should be tangibly reminded of the esteem

in which he had been held by his colleagues, a deputation ,

consisting of five of the oldest Post Office servants representing

the inside and outside staffs, and headed by Mr. R. Hutchinson,

head postman, waited upon him at his residence in Cemetery
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Road , on Tuesday, and presented him with a barometer and a silver

snufi-box. Both gifts were inscribed , the latter bearing the words,

“ Tae Wullie Broon , frae his postal brithers.”

Never off a single hour from work through sickness, Mr. Brown

has probably walked twenty miles a day throughout his 35 years'

service, which gives him the enormous total of 218,400 miles — a

pedestrian feat which will take some beating.

Mr. Brown is a widely read man , and is not without claims to

authorship himself. Besides publishing several minor works of

poetical compositions, he often regaled his fellow servants at social

functions with a versified address for the occasion ; and in a set

of verses which will long be remembered he neatly closed the High

Street Office and opened the new building in Queen Anne Street.

A good companion, he could tell many a humorous anecdote of

his experiences as a postman ; and it will probably throw a little

light on the multifarious responsibilities of a postman of days gone

by when it is stated that women in country districts got him to

buy their new bonnets and deliver them to their intended wearers.

Evidently their faith in his knowledge of women's headgear was

strong. Mr. Brown tells a story which illustrates his popularity.

Passing through a certain village , he heard a youthful voice crying,

“ Hae, postie, you've tae come and pare Jessie's claws. ” Jessie, let

it be remembered, was not a blushing young woman , but a pet

canary:

The Postmasters of Scotland .

THE
HE Fifth Annual Dinner of the Postmasters of Scotland took

place in the Windsor Hotel, Princes Street , Edinburgh, on the

22nd May, under the presidency of Mr. Hegarty, Postmaster of

Aberdeen . A noteworthy feature of the meeting was the presence

a number of the Postmistresses. The croupiers were Mr. Learmont,

Ayr, and Mr. MacPherson , Falkirk . The guests included Mr. Braid

( Ex -Postmaster of Glasgow ), Mr. James Gibb, I.S.O., ( Accountant),

Mr. Hyde (Controller ), Mr. Stewart and Mr. Campbell (Superintending

Engineers), Mr. Madden ( Secretary's Office , G.P.O., London ),

Mr. C. G. Clark , Mr. Plackett ( Controller, Telegraphs), Councillor

Dobie (Edinburgh ), etc. , etc. Apologies for absence were received ,

amongst others, from the Lord Provost, Sir James Steel , Bart.,

Mr. Redford, Mr. R. W. Johnston, Mr. E. D. Thomson, and the

Hon. Editor, St. Martin's-le -Grand, who expressed the wish “ that

Marconi could annihilate space in the matter of the transit of human

bodies as he has done in the matter of messages.”

The loyal toasts were given by the Chairman, and the “ Post

master -General ” by Mr. Fleming, Postmaster of Lanark. Mr. Braid,

in a very able and interesting speech, proposed The Post Office

Service ” - the toast of the evening --and thi was replied to by

Mr. Hyde in his usual entertaining and instructive manner.
Other

toasts included “ The Ladies,” humorously proposed by Mr. Jennings,

of Oldham ( formerly of Kilmarnock ), and replied to by

of
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Miss Macpherson, Postmistress of Dalkeith ; “ The Guests , " by

Mr. Reeves , of Inverness, was replied to in a felicitous speech by

Mr. Gibb. At an interval in the proceedings Councillor Dobie

expressed regret for the unavoidable absence of the Lord Provost ,

and in the name of his colleagues on the Town Council welcomed

the Postmasters to Edinburgh for their annual meeting.

The musical part of the programme was of a high order of

merit ; and the talent among the Postmasters, particularly in the

tenors , who were all in excellent voice, was something in the nature

of a revelation. The meeting was a most successful one in every

respect ; and the Committee are to be congratulated on the result of

their labours .

The King's Birthday Honours.

A "
T the moment of going to press, the Birthday Honours List

is published. We congratulate warmly our friend Mr. J.

Gavey, the Engineer-in -Chief, on his having obtained a C.B. We

note with special pleasure, too , that Miss M. Annesley Brown ,

Superintendent of the Postal Order Branch , shares now with Miss M.

C. Smith of the Savings Bank, the honour of an I.S.O. The other

new Post Office I.S.O.'s are Mr. W. R. Culley, of the Engineer-in

Chief's Office ; Mr. S. C. Hooley, Controller of the Stores Department ;

Mr. J. Manson, late Controller of the Money Order Office ; and

Mr. E. Trenam , Controller of the Central Telegraph Office.

Odds and Ends.

А
NEW sorting office is to be erected at Bridgwater, and we

understand that it is proposed to lay a foundation stone, in

which the current issue of St. Martin's-le-Grand will be placed with
other papers. With this prospect in view , we have been particularly
anxious to make the current issue a good one. We feel we are

writing for posterity. Or should we not feel a sort of death-bed

repentance at the prospect of an early burial ? Anyhow , we are

grateful to Bridgwater for the honour they propose to confer on us.

A
PROGRAMME of the matches arranged for the season has

been sent to us by the Post Office Savings Bank Cricket Club.

There is a patron , a president, and eighteen vice-presidents, as well as

a small nucleus of playing members, and on paper the club looks a

going concern . But we are afraid the Bank's reputation in the

world of sport is not what it was . We notice with some sorrow ,

remembering old days , that only one event in the Civil Service

Sports this year went to a Bank man , and he was a veteran - Mr. T. M.

Plucknett, who was second in the veteran's race . We are not even

sure whether there were any other competitors from the Bank .
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T °
" O the August number of The English Ilustrated Magazine,

Mr. H. Buxton Forman will contribute a critical estimate of

William Watson's poetry. In the same issue will also appear an

article by Mr. J. A. J. Housden , entitled, “ The Coming of the

Stuarts .” The current year is the tercentenary of the accession of

James I.

*

IN
N the January number of this magazine we noticed the retirement

from the service , under the age limit, of Mr. Angus Gordon ,

one of the most popular officials in the Savings Bank Department.

We are glad to hear that Mr. Gordon does not intend " to rust out.”

He has taken the Red Lion Hotel , Marlow , and no doubt many of

his old colleagues and readers of St. Martin's will be glad to

patron se his establishment. We can assure them that the charges

are moderate, and that Mr. and Mrs. Gordon will make them

comfortable .

*

A
SAVINGS BANK depositor was recently informed that his

deposits exceeded the limit allowed by Act of Parliament, and

he was asked how he wished to have the excess disposed of. Would

he withdraw it , or invest it in Government Stock ? He replied, “ I

am willing to invest my money in Government Stock ( in cattle ).” In

fact, he jumped at the idea of setting up a small farm , for he added ,

" I have not long to serve in the army.”

TH
' HE Postmaster of Aldershot has received the following letter

from a girl who gives a London address :

“ Dear Sir ,

“ Will you kindly deliver this to servant's registry office. I

am general servant and seek a situation . I come from Ireland and

is a A Irish girl . Will you oblige if you could . My age 21 , my

wages 14 pounds. This is my first place in London . I don't like

to be here.

“ Yours respectfully,

Evidently the notice which used to appear in advertisements,

“ No Irish need apply," has no terrors for this girl ; she is proud of

her nationality, as she ought to be, and feels confident it will be

appreciated in Aldershot. Why does she dislike London ? What

is there behind this letter ? Can it be soldiers ?

WE
E have been blamed in several quarters at different times for

publishing specimens of fine writing on the part of postal

servants when they are called upon to give explanations of errors to
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the authorities. The following is certainly the work of a man with no

affectations of style ; and we hope we wound no susceptibilities in

giving publicity to the effort. We understand that the man has left

the department in order to better himself.

Sir ,—Saturday being A Mistake on my part which I could not

help My People Stoping the clock gaining a lot me thinking the

clock a quater of An hour Fast as he was the night before Thinking

the time all wright As their was nobody their at the time to tell me

but when I got up to the drum clock And Seeing it wanting thirteen

minites to Eight finding the clock home A quater of An hour Slour

That was My reason being late .

I remain yours

obdiently

WE
E regret that in our list of promotions in the last number of

the magazine we stated that Mr. Trezise had been

promoted to the post of ist Class Technical Officer in the Engineer

in- Chief's Office. Mr. Trezise has been appointed a 2nd Class

Technical Officer.
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Promotions.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

S.O.

.
.
.

.
.
.

រ .
.
.

Clk . ,

A.G.D.

.
.
.

Oakeshott, G. A. Prin . Clk. 1878 ; Clk ., Ist Cl . , '94

Wood , F.0. Trav. Clk. , C.E.B. , Tel., 1872 ; Clk . , C.E.B.,

Ist Cl. 87 ; Trav. Clk . , '87

Leckenby, J. P ... 2nd Cl . Boy Clk ., C.E.B., '83 ;

Cik . , L.Div. , R.A.G.O . ,

85 ; Clk . , C.E.B. , '86;

Cik ., 2nd Cl . , Supply.

Est., '95

Wint , F. J.W.A. Boy Clk . , S.B. , '93 ;
2nd Div. ,

R.A.G.O. , '95

Gillham , E. M ... Reg . Asst., 2nd Cl . Sr. , Cir. Off ., '99

Hiron , W. W.... Asst. Acct . Boy Clk . , S.B., ?74 ;

Est . , '75 ; R.A.G.O. ,

'81 ; Exr . , 'oo

Day , J. E.T. Co., °58 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Suptg . Exr. ,

T.S.D., '78

Wylie , B. M. Exr . 1883 ; Hr . Gr., '93

Gargan , B. ... Sec . Div . Clk . , Hr. Natl. Educn . Of., Dub.,

Gr . '80 ; R.A.G.O., '91

Cpham , C. D.... 1881

... Potbury, J. 1881

Jeffery, E .... 1881

Lawrence , W.F.
1881

Woodman , F. W. 1881

Best, J. 1881

Pulling, H. 1881

Burn , C. G. 1881

Renton , D. Natl . Debt Off., '82 ;

R.A.G.O. , '90

Mitchell , C. S.... M.0.0 ., '82 ; R.A.G.O. ,

.
.
.

99

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

99

'94

c.i.o.

99

E.'in c.o.

... Lane , H. | 1884

Spratley, A. H .. Asst ” Supt . , isłci . 1870 ; Asst. Super., 2nd
CI . , '95

Miss E. Talbot .. Lr. Gr. 1880

F. A. Russell 1880

Bolton, J .... ... Clk ., 1st CI . E.T.Co. , '60 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; C. of S.O. , '78 ;

Asst. Suptg . Exr . ,

T.S.D. , '91

Mountain, W. S. Tel . , M'ter., '85 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O., '92 ;

Draughtsman & Short

hand Writer , '95 ; Clk . ,

2nd Cl . , 98

Miles, H. A. ... Clk . , 2nd Cl . ... ... Tel., C.T.O.,'79 ; Cik . ,

E. in C.O. , '98

19
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E. in C.O.

رو وو

99

99

.

1

Rees , E. W. Engr. , ist Cl . Engr . , 2nd Cl . , '97

Mulligan , P. Tel., L’pool, '83 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O., '92 ;

Engr. , 2nd Cl . , '99

Reddrop , W. H. Sub - Engr. S.C. & T., Chippenham ,

'88 ; Jr. Cik ., E. in

C.O. , 'or

Arnold , E. G. ... Relay Clk . ( Lr. S.C. & T. , Dub. , '89 ;

Secn .) Relay Cik . , Lr. Secn.

( Lr. Scale ), '02

McAuliffe, J. P .. S.C. & T. Waterford, '82

Lockhart , J. S.C. & T. , Glasgow , '87

Bowthorpe, G .... Tel . , C.T.O. , '89

Hinton , H. S.C. & T. , Warwick, '91

Davey, F. W. Tel. , C.T.O. , '92

Andrews, S. T ... C.C. & T., L.P.S. , '91 ;

(Lr.Scale ) S.C. & T. , Exeter, '93

Bates, T. Senr . Clk . (Prov.)... Tel . , Nottingham , '82 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.o. ,

'91

McCullagh , H.J. S.C. & T. , Killarney,'88;

Tel . , Belfast, '90 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. , '92

Hilyer, W. J. Jr. Clk . ( Lon .) Tel., C.T.O., '98

Frewin , W. D ... Tel., C.T.O., '96

Owen , W. G. Tel., C.T.O., '94
Brown , W. G .. Tel., C.T.O., '98

Adams, W. F.. Tel., C.T.O., '94

Tucker, E. J. C.C. & T., W., '94

Thoine, H. H ... Tel. , C.T.O., '94

Lines, E. R. Tel ., C.T.O., '94

Durley, G. H. F. Tel.. C.T.O. , '95

Edwards, A. W .. S.C. & T., Dover , '96

Robinson , R. T .. Tel . , C.T.O., '94

Edgell, F. B. Tel ., C.T.O., '94

Chubbock , J. H .. Tel., C.T.O. , '97

Hughes, H. C... Tel., C.T.O. , '94

Gerke , J. J. Tel., C.T.O. , '94
Sells , W. E.

C.C. & T.,W. , '95 ; Tel . ,

C.T.O. , '98

Tanner, G. F. Tel., C.T.O., '98

Greene , T. (Prov .) S.C. & T. , Dublin , '89

Mitton, F. E. Tel . , C.T.O., '89

Phayer, W. E. S.C. & T., Dublin , '89

Lewis, E. A. Tel., C.T.O., '90

Young, W. B. S.C. & T. , Belfast, '90

Gibbins, S. Tel . , C.T.O. , '90
Palk , E. Tel., C.T.O. , '91

Gwilliam , A. Tel., C.T.O., '91

West , J. H. C.C. & T., W. , '91

Warburton , W.J. S.C. & T., Bristol , '91

Pratt , A. J. S.C. & T. , Nottm ., '91

Woodhouse,M.D . S.C. & T., Darlingt’n ,'91
Moody, H.C. C.C. & T. , E.C. , '92

Barton , G. A.
1890 ; Sr. , L.P.S. , '92

McBurnie, R. S.C. & T. , Leeds, '95

99

9

99
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99 9

9

99

99

2

Clk .,

E. in 2.0 . ... Bullock , C. Jr. Clk . ( Prov .) S.C. & T. , Stoke on

Trent, '95

Brown , R. H. S.C. & T., B'ham , '96

McIntyre , J. S.C. & T., Glasgow , '97

Struthers , G. A ... S.C. & T. , Glasgow , '97

Eves, W. J. S.C. & T., Bristol, '97

Richardson ,R.W . S.C. & T., Newcastle-on

Tyne, '97

Factories Brand ,G.A.L.W. Super. Foreman , '83

L.P.S., Cont.'s Pounds,W.J. , Jr. Clk ., 2nd Cl.... Stg . CIk ., B'ham , 88 ;

Of . Tel., E.C., '88 ; Clk . ,

Factories, '89 ; CIk . ,

C.O., L.P.S., '93

Whayman , M. Cik . , 3rd Cl .... Boy Cik . , M.0.0 ., '95 ;

Sec . Div . Cik . , '98 ;

S.B.D. , '99

McRitchie, J. A. Clk . , 2nd Div . , A.G.D. ,

'98

Davidson , G. ... Clk ., 2nd Div . , A.G.D. ,

' oo

Cir . Of. Hale , P. Asst. Super . ... Boy Clk . , M.0.0 ., '82 ;

Cik . , L. Div . , '82 ;

Cont.'s Off.,

L.P.S., '91 ; Ist CI.

Clk . , for Stg : purposes,

'96 ; 2nd Cl . Clk . , Cir .

Ofi. , '97

Griffin , R .... 1871 ; Over., ' 90 ; Inspr.,

'95

Male , W. G. Insp . 1872 ; Sr . , ' 73 ; Over.,' 86

Brooks, C. B. 1876 ; Sr.,'80 ; Over . , '92

Groves, H. 1875 ; Sr . , ' 75 ; Over.,'95

Harvey, E. W. ... ' 1872 ; Sr . , ' 73 ; Over.,'87

Jobson , H. McH . 1874 ; Sr . , ' 77 . Over . , '91

Jacob, G. W. 1876 ; Sr . , ' 78 ; Over.,'95

Harvey, H. 1875 ; Sr . , ' 78 ; Over.,'95

Finch , J. R. Over . 1876 ; Sr. , 78

Banfield , W. HI .. 1881 ; Sr. , 32

Lefebure, C. 1879 ; Sr. , '83

Bradbury, A. 1880 ; Sr. , '83

Malin , J. 1879 ; Sr. , '83

Cocks, L. W. 1881 ; Sr. , '83

Hutchens, W. 1881 ; Sr. , '83

E. Hilyer , W.J. Cik . , 3rd Cl . Tel ., C.T.O., '98 ; Jr.

Clk ., E. in C.O. , '03

Kimber, A. F.... Insp . -in -Charge, Lr. 1870
Sec .

W.C ... Drane , C .... 1860

S.E .... Artis , W. T. 1871 ; Over . , '85

S.W ... Turgis , F. W. 1873 ; Over . , '85

Padd.. Gough , J .... Over. & Senr. Tel... 1874

W.C .... Churchill, J. Over . 1883 ; Sr. , '85

E. Allis , W.J. 1878 ; Sr. , '83

W.C ... Groom , H. Sr. , '85

S.W ... Tilbury, C. J. 1877 ; Asst . Hd. Postn . ,

'97 ; Hd. Postn ., ' oo

.
.
.

9

.
.
.

.
.
.

99

:
:
:

:
:
:

19

Insp?

...
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99

:
:
:
:
:9

.
.
.

9 )

9

99

.
.
.

.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

L.P.S. , S.W. Godwin , T. J.... Over. 1883 ; Sr. , '85

S.E. Andrews, A. H .. 1881 ; Sr. , '86

Padd .... Bowen , C. E. Sr. , '85

Poyser , P. J. 1877 ; Lobby Officer,'94

Rowley, W. H. 1877 ; Asst . Hd. Postn . ,

91 ; Hd . Postn ., '98

Smith , T. M. 1877 ; Asst . Hd . Postn . ,

'91 ; Hd . Postn ., '98

S.E. Turner, J..... 1867 ; Hd. Postd ., '80

Padd.... Miss A. J. King . Super., Cl . III . 1874 ; Super., C1 . IV .,'98

S.W. E. M. P. 1875 ; Super., CI . IV.,'98

Collins

W.C. B. New CI. IV. 1884

W. F. Vyse 1884

S.E. M. Lambert 1880

M.0.0. Wickham , F. ... Cont. S.O., '83 ; Asst. Dir . ,

C.E.B. , 94 ; Asst.

Cont., M.0.0 ., '98

Welchman , Asst. Cont . 1867 ; Ist Cl . Cik . , '91 ;

C. W. F. Asst. Prin . Clk . , '98 ;

Prin Clk . , '02

Pearson , H. Prin . Clk . 1870 ; Ist Cl . Clk ., '93 ;

Asst . Prin . Clk . , '98

White , F. J. Asst. Prin . Clk . 1872 ; Ist Cl . Clk . , '94

Griffin , J. A. Cik . , Ist Cl . 1873 ; Sec . Div . Cik . ,

Hr. Gr . , '92

Stevens, W. H ... 3rd Cl . ... Boy Cik . , S.O., '95 ;

Asst. Clk . , S.B. , '99 ;

Clk . , Sec . Div . , '02

S.B.D. Rand , H. ... Ist Cl . ... S.B. , '81 ; C. of S.O. ,

'88 ; S.B., '89 ; Hr .

Gr . , '94

O'Sullivan , D.H. 2nd Div. Clk. , Hr. 1881

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Gr.

Jones, T. D. 1881

Breti, F. J. Local Govt . Bd . , Ireland,

1881 ; S.B. , '83

Turpin , F. V. 1881

Moore, E .... 1881

Taylor, A. H. 1881

Boulton , F. T. | 1881

Plucknett, T. M. 1881

Linsdell, J. M .... 1881

Constant , C. F .... 1881

Windsor, w . 1881

Pratt , A. W. 1881

Cornwell, H. F. 1881

Brittan , H. W .... 1881

Adderley, J.
1881

Attwell, F. 1881

Entwisle , R. J... 1881

Tasker, J. W. 1882

Gatehouse, W. W. 1882

McCabe, D. H. 1882

Olver, T. E. 1883

James, C. ...

92

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

1883
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

S.B.D. Huard , G. J. 2nd Div . Clk . , Hr.

Gr.

1884

99 Joy , H.

Oakesmith , J.

Foster , C. H.

9

1884

1884

Tel., C.T.O., '81 ; Lr.

Div . , '84

1885

1885

1

>

i
i
i

: | 1886

1887

1887

1885 ; Ist Cl . Clk . , '95

Willis, G. A.

Edwards, A. C.

Tucker, W. J....

Hirst , F. K.

Shannon , W. F.

Miss M. M. Prin . Cik .

Macpherson

M. E. M.

Osborne

M. Spenceley

G. A Farren Cik.
S. A.

McCracken

.
.
. 1885 ; ist Cl . Clk . , '97

9

Ist ci .

1885 ; Ist Cl . Clk . , '97

1891

18919

C. Slatter ...93

.
.
.

Sur. Dept. Arman, H. M ... Sur. Sta. Cik .

.

Clarke, R. T.

Iredale , J ....

Byrne , T. S.

Searjeant,

H. F. G.

Walker, J.

1891

S.C. & T. , Chelmsford ,

'93; Norwich , 'oo

S.C. & T. , Worthing, '91

S.C. & T. , Southport, '93

S.C. & T. , Kilkenny, '94

S.C. & T. , Peterboro ' , '98

S.C. & T., Wellingboro ',

'93

... S.C . & T., Swansea , 'oo

S.C. & T., Leicester, '94

Shergold , R. D..

Greaves, G.

PROVINCES-ENGLAND & WALES.

Bath ...

Birmingham

Griffiths, W. W. Clk . ( P. ) 1883

Matthews, J. H. Super . (T. ) 1870 ; Clk . , '89 ; Asst.

Super ., 2nd Cl . , '90 ;

Ist Cl . , ' oo

Clayton, J. T. ... Asst. Super., Ist Cl. 1874 ; Clk ., '92 ; Asst.

( T. ) Super., 2nd Cl . , '97

Bower, C. A. Asst. Super. , 2nd Cl. 1876 ; Cik . , '98

( T. )

Fiddian , C. B. 1880 ; Clk . , 'oo

Sternberg, A. E. Cik. "(T . ) 1879

Lambert , T. L. 1881

Picken , T. Ch . Clk...." 1878 ; Cik . ( P. ) , '91 ;

Super., '00

Farrington,W.M. Super. ( P.) 1882 ; Clk . ( P. ) , '98 ;

Asst. Super., '02

Seddon , J. Asst . Super. ( P. ) .. 1882 ; Clk . (P.), 'oo

Drew , A. E. Clk . ( P .) ... 1887

Miss M. Clark Asst. Super. Nat. Tel . Co., '94 ; P.O.,

( Telephones) '96

Cox, F. J .... Clk. ( P. ) ... 1883

Bolton

.
.
.

...

Bournemouth

Z
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.

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

.
.
.

.
.
.

99

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.

> .
.
.

Bridlington Headley, J. D .... Cik . 1893

Bromley .. Ewell , E. G. 1894

Burton -on - Trent Webster, G. 1889

Cardiff Morris, J. Cík. (T.) 1873

Chislehurst Emmans, H. A. CIk . 1893

Epsom
Sands, A. E. First Clk . Hawkhurst, '87 ; Tun

bridge Wells, '95 ;

Clk., '98

Hereford ... Burghall, H. J ..... Cik . 1894

Jones, C. Woolwich, '85

Ipswich Abbott, G. F. Asst. Super. ( P. ) 1883 ; Clk . , ' oo

Arnold , E. L. Clk. ( P. ) 1887

Leeds Metcalfe, P. Ch . Cik .... S.C. , Leeds, '75 ; Clk . ,

'90 ; Head Sta. Clk .

( N.E. ) , '93 ; Asst.

Super . ( P. ), Ist Cl. ,

Leeds, '95 ; Super.,

'97 ; Ch. Super ., 'oi

Johnston , L. ... Ch . Super . ( P. ) ... Newcastle-on - Tyne, '80 ;
Clk . , '90 ; Asst. Super.

(P.), ist Cl . , Leeds,

'98 ; Super., 'oi

Smith , A. S. Super. ( P. ) 1871 ; Clk . , 87 ; Asst .

Super . , and Cl . , '90 ;

Ist Cl . '94

James, S. T. Asst. Super . (P.), Exeter, '81 ; Clk . , '91 ;

Ist CI. Clk . , Leeds, '94 ; Asst.

Super., and Cl . , '99

Winebloom , Asst. Super . ( P. ) , 1880 ; Clk . , '97

E. W. 2nd Ci.

Hart, T. W. Clk . 1885

Leicester ... Stirk , T. J. Ch . Clk.... 1872 ; Clk . ( P. ) , '91 ;

Asst. Super. , '96

Holland, W. Asst. Super. ( P. ) 1879 ; Clk. , '98

Forman , W. Clk . (P.) 1885

Liverpool Gracey, J .... Ch . Cik . S.C., L'pool, 1873 ; Clk .,

'82 ; Asst. Super., '86 ;

Ist Cl.,'90; Super . (P .),

'95 ; Ch. Cik ., Leeds,
'or

Evans, E. A. Asst . Super . (P.), Tel . , 1872 ; Clk . ( T. ) ,

Ist Ci .
'90 ; Asst. Super., 2nd

CI . (T. ) , '97

Downard , G. E. . Asst . Super . , (P.) , 1878 ; Cik ., '94

2nd CI .

Jones, F. Clk . ( P. ) ... 1884

Done , J. R. 1885

Elliston , W. H.. 1881

Bellhouse, F. W... Asst. Super. ( T.), 1872 ; Cik . , '98
2nd Ci.

Onians, R. H. 1875 ; Clk ., '98

Hoolihan, N. 1876 ; Clk . , '99

Proctor, W. B ... 1873 ; Clk . , 'oo

Blackham , J. Clk . (T. ) 1879

Jack , T. 1880

Hall , C. E. 1881

.
.
.

99

.

..

9

9



PROMOTIONS.
343

OFFICE. NAME.. APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

...

»

.
.
.

1
3

.
.
.

ور

1885...

...

93

99

2

Liverpool Colegate, G. H .. Cik . (T.) 1885

Llanelly ... Crossback, P. Clk. 1873

Manchester ... Bickerstaff, H. T. Asst. Super. (P.), 1866 ; Cik. , '88 ; Asst.

Ist Cl.
Super., 2nd Cl . , '96

Thompson, T. H. 1874 ; Clk. , '90 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl . , '97

Garment, J. 1874; Clk. , '90 ; Asst.

Super . , 2nd Cl., '97

Attwooll, W. E .. 1876; Clk. , '90 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl . , '97
Potts, W. ... 1879 ; Cik. , '90 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl . , '97

Etchells , J. 1869; Clk. , '85 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl., '98

... Noden , J. N. „ , ( P. ) , 2nd Cl. 1880; Cik. , '96

Kirkman , G. 1878 ; Clk. , '96

McIntyre, W. W. 1878 ; Clk. , '97

Staines , F. W.... 1874 ; Clk. , '97

Pinder, W. Cik . (P.) 1885

Blakeley, T.

Powell, D.
1885

Hope, J. H. 1885

Turner, F. 1885

Walker, C. 1885

Wolstenholme, 1885

W. A.

Turner , R. H. ... 1885

Fitton , R. H. 1885

Coope, W. J.

Bagnley, J. Asst. Super. ( T.), M.T. Co., '63 ; P.O. ,

Ist Cl .
'70 ; Clk . , '90 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl . , '96

Cochrane, J. M.T. Co., '65 ; P.O. ,

70 ; Cik . , '90 ; Asst.

Super. , 2nd Cl . , '97

Beeston , W. R ... 1873 ; Cik. , '94 ; Asst .

Super., 2nd Cl . , '97
Hall, G. , (T. ) , 2nd Cl. 1879; Clk. , '97

Pope , W.J. E.T. Co. , '66 ; Clk. , '98

Chapman , J. 1878 ; Clk . , '98

Jewell , G. R. W. 1880 ; Clk . , '98

Jones, E. 1880 ; Clk . , '98

Macarthur, A. D. 1881 ; Clk . , '98

Hanning , A. 1881 ; Clk. , '98

Marsden, C. 4 ... Cik . ( r.
... Johnson, T. W... 1876

Leach , J. H.

Small , J. A. 1878

Walshaw, W. J ... 1881

Alton , J. 1881

Bryan, H .... 1882

Biddolph, C. 1882

Barlow , s . 1882

Middlesbrough
Miss E. M. Aston Asst. Super. Tele- 1896

phones
Newcastle-on

Elsdon , A. W. ... Cik . ( P. ) 1882

Tyne

1887

:
:
:
:
:

1871

1877

99
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1872

>

99

... ...

.. ...

Newcastle -on- Bulmer, J. W. ... Cik . ( P. ) 1884

Tyne

Crosby, J .... 1884

Bainbridge, J. A. Asst. Super. (T.), 1876 ; Cik. , '97
2nd Cl.

Watson, C. D. ... CIk. (T. )

Dixon , W. T. 1873

Newport (Mon.) Jenkins, W. H. Asst. Super. ( P.) S.C. , '83 ; Clk . ( T. ) , '02

Richards, (T. ) S.C. , ’79 ; Clk . (T. ) , '99 ;

C. H. L. Asst. Super. ( P. ) , 'o2

Shepherd , J. H. Clk. (T. ) 1882

Poole, H.. 1880

Northampton Blackwell, E. Clk . ( P. ) 1882

Hickson, A. Clk . 1883
Oxford Hawes, J. H. Clk. ( P. ) 1891

Plymouth Edgcombe, E. A. 1886

Sittingbourne ... Latham , J. Clk . Barrow -in -Furness , '80 ;

Dover , '88 ; Clk .,

Chelmsford, 'oo
Sheffield ... Miss E. L. Asst. Super. 1899

Grunsell ( Telephones)

Shrewsbury Clean , F. J. N .... Super. ( P. ) ... Luton , '82 ; Coventry,

'88 ; Shrewsbury, '88 ;

Clk .,'93 ; Asst. Super.,

Coventry, 'oo ; Super.

( P. ) , Stoke-on - Trent,

...

'00

Slough Hall, W. ... Clk .

Stafford

Swansea

Clk . ( P. ) ...Pitt , G.

Chislett, T. S. Asst. Super. ( P. )

Desmond , C. Super. (T. )

Warwick , '89 ; Slough ,

'03

1886

U.K.Tel. Co. , '68 ; P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk . ( T. ) '86

E.T. Co. , '68 ; P.O ., ' 70 ;

Clk . , '86 ; Asst. Super.,

'91

1871 ; Clk ., '90 ; Asst.

Super. ( P. ) , '00

1879

1892

E.T. Co., '67 ; P.O. , '70 ;

Clk . , '91

1871

Richards, G. Asst. Super. (T. )

Wrexham

York

Critchley, F. Clk. (T. )

Foulkes, R. T .... Clk.

Morton , J. E. Asst. Super . (T. )

.
.
.

Neal, T. Clk. (T. ) ......

IRELAND.

1876 ; Stg . Office, '78Dublin Johnston , R. H. Apparatus Exr .

(Stg. Of.)

(Tel. Of.) Doyle, J. C. Clk.

Newry Fox , E. Ch. Cik ....

O'Hare, P. J. Clk.

1884

1887 ; Clk . , '98

1888
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SCOTLAND .

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

» (A.O. )

Edin . ( S.O. ) Steedman, J. Prin . Clk . A.O. , '72 ; S.G.O. , '83 ;

Clk . , Ist Cl . , '93

McNamara, W. . Clk . , ist Cl . ... Clk . , Lr. Div. , S.B. , '83 ;

A.O. , Edin . , '84 ;

S.G.O. , '89

Aitken , J .... 2nd Div. Clk. , Hr. S.B. , '81 ; A.O. , Edin . ,

Gr. '85

( Tel . Off.) Knight , H. M .... Asst. Super . , ist Cl. 1870 ; Clk . , '91 ; Asst.

Super ., 2nd Cl . , '96

Richardson, J. G. 2nd Cl. 1877 ; Clk. , '98

Adams, M. Clk . 1882

Dumfries .". Dickson , W. Clk .

99

...

1886

Dundee Gibson , M. Clk. (T. ) ... 1876

Glasgow Hannah , J. Asst. Super . ( T.), M.T. Co. , '68 ; P.O. ,

2nd Cl. '70 ; Clk . , '90

Cameron, J. Clk . 1881

Hamilton Stewart , T. 1883

:
:

:
:
:

ABBREVIATIONS .

Acct . , Accountant; Asst . , Assistant ; C.C. & T., Counter Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Ch . , Chief ; Cl . , Class ; Clk . , Clerk ; Cont., Controller ; Div . , Division ;

Engr . , Engineer ; Exr. , Examiner ; Gr . , Grade ; Hd., Head ; Hr., Higher ;
Insp ., Inspector ; Jr. , Junior ; Lr., Lower ; Offr., Officer ; Over., Overseer ; P. ,

Postal ; Pn . , Postman ; Pmr., Postmaster ; Pms., Postmistress ; Pr.-Kr., Paper

Keeper ; Prin . , Principal ; Prob ., Probationary ; Prov ., Provinces ; Retr.,

Returner ; Sec., Secretary ; Sen. , Senior ; S.C. & T., Sorting Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Sr. , Sorter ; Stg ., Sorting ; Sta . , Stationary ; Supply ., Supplementary ;

Sur., Surveyor; Super., Superintendent or Supervisor; Tech ., Technical ; Tel . ,

Telegraphist ; Temp., Temporary ; Tr., Tracer ; Wtg ., Writing.
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

...

...

99

99

رو

S.O .... Bridger, R. L. ... Prin . Clk . ... 1866 ; Prin . Clk . , '89

A.G.D. Parlour, E. B. Asst. Acct. C.D. , '63 ; M.O.O. , '64 ;

R.A.G.O. , '72 ; Clk .,

ist Cl . , '83 ; Asst.

Acct . , '92

Shipway , G. H. . 2nd Div . Cik . , Hr . M.O.O., '74 ; R.A.G.O.,
Gr . 85; Hr. Gr., '93

C.H.B. Miss A. L. Powell Asst . Super. 1873 ; Prin . Clk ., '81 ;

Asst. Super., '93

M. Brien ... Clk ., Ist CI . 1881 ; Ist Cl. , '91

P.Ö.B. S. S. Allport Prin . Clk. C.H.B., 78 ; P.O.B.,

'81 ; Prin . Clk . , '91

E. R. Boorne Cik . , 2nd Cl.... ... Sr., S.B., '95 ; Cik.," 99 ;

P.O.B. , '99

C.T.O. Fry, R. R. Tel . 1878

Brown , C. J. 1879

Young , R. E. 1885

Miss A. M. Sears Asst. Super. 1870 ; Asst . Super. , '88

K. Giles 1870 ; Asst. Super . , '90

E. Gunn 1871 ; Asst. Super . , '97

A. Hill Tel . 1872

E. E. Kent 1873

L. Cavey .. 1894

E. E. Russell 1899

E. in c.0. Comport, G. H., Supertg . Engr. E.T. Co. , '52 ; M.T. Co. ,

I.S.O. (Prov .) '59 ; U.K.T. Co. , '61 ;

P.O. , '70 ; Supertg.

Engr . , '78

L.P.S. , Cont. Baker, R. ... Ch . Insp . of Tel . 1863 ; Insp . , '77

Oft . Messngrs .

Cir. Of. Slattery, J. Clk . for Stg . R.L.B. , '68 ; F.B. , '86

purposes

Atkins, W. D. ... Insp. 1860 ; Over., T.P.O.,

'80 ; Insp . , '92

Kerridge, F. 1866 ; Over. , '80 ; Insp ,

'98

Fitzgerald ,W.M. Over. 1870 ; Over. , '91

Ford, T. 1870 ; Over., '92

Eastell, J .... Sr. 1871

Walsh , P. R. 1876

Clifford, F. 1893

* Spaul, F. Sr., Tr ., A.G.D. , '96 ;

Sr. , C.O. , 'oi

W.C. Hood, H. ... Insp. in Ch . , Lr . 1861 ; Sr. , '67 ; Insp . in

Sec . Ch . , '98

Padd. Humphries, T. E. Over . 1877 ; Over. , '93

S.W. Godfrey, H. G .... Sr. 1873

W.C. Langmead, W. J. 1883

S.W. Kelly, J. 1887

2

.
.
.

:
:
:

..

• Awarded a Gratuity .
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT ,, PREVIOUS SERVICE.

•

..

春 *

L.P.S. , Padd . . * Rossiter , H. H. Sr. 1898

W.C. Trask, A. S. C.C. & T. 1873

E.C. * Biner, F. A. 1895
E.C. Miss E. M. Super., Ci . Iij. 1876 ; Super . , Cl . IV. ,

Bayliffe '97 ; CI . III . , 'or

N. A. M. C.C. & T. 1890

Froome

E.C. B. A. Clark 1894

M.0.0. Manson , J. Contr. Clk . , Kilmarnock , '59 ;

Şup. Clk. , L'pool, '63 ;

S.B. , '65 ; M.0.0 .,

'77 ; Asst. Cont. , '91 ;

Cont., '98

Parkin , A. A. ... Clk ., 3rd Cl. ... 1887 ; Clk . , M.0.0 ., 'o2

S.B.D. Ballantyne, J. R. 2nd Div. Clk. , Hr . 1866 ; Hr . Gr . , '90

Gr.

Longworth, R .... 1873 ; Hr . Gr . , '94

Williams, J. W. Clk . , 3rd Cl .... 1869

Houldsworth , E. Asst. Cik. 1899

Miss R. F. Elliott Prin . Cik. 1882 ; Prin . Clk . , '99

E. Burgess . 1885 ; Prin . Clk . , 'or

E. B. Lawton cik ., and Ci .... 1882

A. A. Hills . Sr. , P.O.B. , '88 ; Clk . ,

C.H.B. , '91 ; S.B. , '91

M. M. King 1895

E. Skelt Girl Clk ., '97 ; Clk. , 'oo

Solicitor's Dept. Brooke, Z. Prin. CIK . 1861 ; Prin. Clk . , '76

Stores Dept. Ingram , J. H. Supertg. Exr . S.B.D. , '68 ; E. in C.O.,

(Tel . ) 70 ; Supertg. Exr. ,

T.S.D., '88

Fulcher, J. B. Exr . , 2nd Cl .... E. in C.O. , '70 ; C. of

S.O. , '82

93
...

99

.
.
.

PROVINCES-ENGLAND and WALES.

Aberystwyth 1885Nightingale , S.C. & T.

W. D.

Knowles, T. B. Super. ( T.)Birmingham

Harmer , B. J.... S.C. & T.

Bradford (Yks.) Storey, J. ... Pmr.

Bristol

Canterbury

Barnstable, H. J. S.C. & T.

Benn, J. Pmr.

E.T. Co., '56 ; P.O. , '70 ;

Asst. Super., '86 ;

Super ., '94

1885

Darlington, '54; B'ham ,

'55 ; Ch. Clk ., 71 ;

Pmr . , Bradford, '93

1885

M.T. Co., '54 ; P.O. ,

'70 ; Super . ( T.), Brad

ford (Yks.), '85 ; Pmr.,

Newbury , '91 ; Pmr . ,

Canterbury , '97

1863 ; Ch. Čik ., North

ampton , '72 ; Pmr.,

Rhyl, '83 ; Carmarthen,

Carmarthen Asher , J. ...

• Awarded a Gratuity .

'90
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REME

NTS

.

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

.
.
.

...

Daventry ... ... Mrs. C. A. Pms. 1891

Reynolds

Denbigh ... E. Morris ... 1887

Dereham ... Lowe, T. R. Pmr.
1864 ; Ch. Clk . , Col

chester, '78 ; Pmr.,

Dereham , '96

Elland Whiteley , S. 1892

Gloucester ...' Allen , E. T. C. CIk.... 1871 ; Asst. Super., '91 ;

Super., '95 ; Ch . Cík .,

'95

Grimsby ... Holmes, T. G .... S.C. & T. 1891

Hoddesdon Ashford , H. J. ... Pmr. 1861 ; Pmr. , Hoddesdon ,

'70

Lancaster Batho, I. J. 1863 ; Insp . of Postn. ,

Liverpool, '81 ; Pmr. ,

Rhyl, '97 ; Pmr. , Lan

caster , 'oi

Leeds Roberts , W. H ... Super. 1862 ; Asst. Super., '90 ;

Super. , 'oi

Plackett, T. C .... Asst. Super. ( T.), 1874 ; Cik . (P.), '97 ;

2nd Ci . Asst. Super . (T. ) , '98
Lincoln Truman , A. S.C. & T. 1895

Liverpool Ismay , J. .. Ch. Cik ... U.K.T. Co., '61 ; P.O. ,

'70 ; Super. ( T. ) , '90 ;

Ch . Super. (T. ) , '92 ;

Ch . Cik ., 'oi

Sparrow, J. Asst. Super. ( P.), 1864 ; Asst . Super. , ist
Ist Ci . Cl . , '90

Auger, C. J. Asst. Super. ( T.), M.T. Co. , '62 ; P.O. ,

Ist CI. '70 ; Clk . , '86 ; Asst .

Super. , and Cl . , '92 ;

Ist Cl . , 'oi

Smith , J. ... Asst. Super. ( T.), 1870 ; Clk ., '90 ; Asst.

2nd Ci. Super., '98

Thompson , E. A. E.T. Co., '65 ; P.O. , '70 ;

Clk. , '86 ; Asst. Super .,

'90

.
.
. ...

.
.
.

a

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Sudell, E.... Clk . (P. ) ... M.T. Co. , '62 ; Clk . ( P. ) ,

'87

* Emmas, H. R .... S.C. & T. S.C. & T. , Conway, '95 ;

Liverpool, '97

Miss S. A. Cloves S.C. & T. , Birkenhead,

'93 ; Liverpool, '98
Ludlow Wildblood , W.J. Pmr . E.T. Co. , '66 ; P.O. , ' 70 ;

Clk . , Shrewsbury, '85 ;

Pmr., Ludlow , '93

Manchester Brook, S. ... Cik . ( P. ) ... 1868 ; Clk . , '90

Miss F. E. S.C. & T. 1891

Eckersall

Maryport S. A. Pms . S.C. & T. , Blackpool,'83;

Hogarth Pms., Maryport , '93
Middlesbrough Suggitt, G. E. S.C. & T. 1887

Newcastle -on- Houlgate, J. E .... Asst. Super. (T. ) , E.T. Co. , '63 ; P.O. , '70;

Tyne 2nd Ci. Clk . , '83 ; Asst.Super.,

'90

Northampton ... Garment, J. W ... Cik . 1872 ; Clk . , '76

. Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Norwich ...

Plymouth

Ryde

Shoreham

Swansea ..

Baker , J. T. S.C. & T.

Daniels, W. H ...

Gillard , W. H...

Spelt, J.

Mrs. M. Wenban Pms .

Edwards, M. J... Super. (T. )

Piper , G. ... Pmr .

1862

1884

1861

1899

1889

E.T. Co. , '61 ; P.O., '70 ;

Super. (T. ) , '87

E.T. Co., '60 ; P.O. , '70;

Asst . Super . ( T .),New

castle-on -Tyne ,

Super. , '92 ; Pmr.,

Wakefield , '99

1887

Wakefield

'90 ;

Whitehaven Halcrow , J. S.C. & T.

IRELAND.

Dublin , A. O .... Miss C. M. Stack ! Clk . , 2nd Cl .... ... P.O.B. , '83 ; A.O. , Dub. ,

'86

Stg . Off. Tyrrell , P. Appar . Exr. ... 1865 ; Stg. Ofl ., '81 ;

Appar. Exr . , '86

Thorpe , J. Clk. ( P. ) ... 1872 ; Clk . , '91

Thornton , J. S.C. & T. 1873

Connolly, F B... 1886

Belfast Nesbitt, w. Asst. Super. (P.), 1873 ; Cik . , '86 ; Asst.

2nd Ci. Super . , '91

Waterford Walsh , D. R. Pmr. A.O. , Dub ., '66 ; Pmr. ,

Queenstown, 78 ;

Waterford , ’90

SCOTLAND.

Edin . , S.O. ... Chancellor , Prin . Clk . S.B., '66 ; A.O. , Edin .,

H. A. R. '67 ; S.O. , ° 72 ; Prin .

Clk. , '89

Stg . Off. Ross, D. Clk . (P. ) 1878 ; Clk . , '97

Tel. Off. Bickle , J. ( T.) E.T. Co., '67 ; P.O. , ' 70 ;

Clk . , '91
Alloa Miss M.M.Norrie Pms. Tel . , '72 ; Pms. , '76

Glasgow Dennison, A.F .. Asst. Super . , 2nd Ci. E.T. Co., '61; ' Ú.K.T.
Co. , '64 ; P.O. , 70 ;

Clk . , '90 ; Asst.Super.,

'98

Mayors, H. S.C. & T. 1882

* Macdiarmid , A ... 1901

Johnstone *Miss J. M. Smith 1895

Ladybank *Morgan, R. ... 1901

Awarded a Gratuity .
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Deaths.

OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

92

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:
:

A.G.D. Glencross, T. 2nd Div . Clk . , Hr . E.T. Co., '64 ; G.P.O. ,

Gr. '70 ; Hr . Gr., '90

C.T.O. Phillips, B. Asst. Super. ... L.B. & S.C. Ry., '65 ;
G.P.O. , '70 ; Asst.

Super ., '92

Cooper, P. J. Tel . 1885

Thompson, G. Sr., Cir. Ofl ., '98 ; Tel.,

C.T.O., 'o3

L.P.S., Cir. Off. Ager , A. C. Insp . 1870 ; Over. , '88 ; Insp.,

'95

Parsons, E. Over . 1860 ; Sr. , '69; Over. ,

'91

Allen , W.... Sr. 1901

O'Connor, M. P. 1902

W. Stephenson, C .... Insp. in Ch . 1870 ; Insp . , 'oi

S.E. Ruddenham , Sr.
1893

W. J. A.

W. Palmer, T. W. W. C.C. & T. 1880

S.B.D. Robertson , J. 2nd Div . Cik . 1901

Bicester Garrett , R. F. S.C. & T. 1902

Bournemouth .. Miss D. Galbraith Tel. Oper. 1898

Dartmouth Stephens, L. S.C. & T. 1902

Gloucester Allaway, P. G.... 1894

Hastings ... Stone, H. 1886

Leamington Spa Trowton, W. J. 1894

Liverpool Poadham , F. T. 1889

Manchester Robertson , A. Cik ." (P .) 1873 ; Clk . , '96

Marsden , w . S.C. & T. 1895

Nottingham Scarcliff, w. Cik . ( P. ) 1873 ; Clk ., '91

Plymouth Howe, H .... Super. ( P.) 1872 ; Cik . , '91 ; Asst.

Super ., '92 ; Super. ,

'' o1

Dublin , A.O. ... Ogden , R. A. Clk . , ist CI . 1866 ; Ist Cl . , '89

» ( Stg . Off .) Hill, M. C. S.C. & T. 1902

Edin. (Tel. Of .) Reid, D. H. Asst. Super., CI. II . 1872 ; Cik . , '91 ; Asst.

Super., '99

Aberdeen Skinner, J. K .... S.C. & T. 1889 ; S.C. & T. , '90

... Miss J. A.Donald 1889

99
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE . NAME . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Aberdare

Clk. ;

...Amersham

Barnsley

:
:

Daventry

Denbigh

Dereham

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Devonport ...

.
.
.

.
.
.

Elland ...

Frome ... Pin .,

Huddersfield

Lancaster

Ludlow

.
.
. Clk . ;

Morpeth

.
.
.

.
.
.

Northwich ...

Chapman , F. T. ... S.C. & T., Aldershot ; Clk.; Ch .

Ch . Clk . , Kingston-on

Thames

Harris , T. S.C. & T., Croydon ; Tel . , C.T.O.

Featherston , R. E.T. Co. , Cik ., Grimsby ; Super.

( T.) ; Super. ( T. ) , Leicester ; Ch .

Clk.

Thomas, D.... S.C. & T. , Llanelly ; Clk .

Williams, R.... S.C. & T., Bangor ; Clk . , Pmr . ,

Dolgelly

Drew, W. Stg . Clk ., Burton-on -Trent ; M'ter ;

Clk . ( P. ) ; Ch . Clk. , Bolton

Harrison, F. C. E.T. Co. , Clk . (T. ) , York ; Asst .

Super. ; Pmr., Gainsborough ;

Rochester

Smith , A. S.C. & T., Aberdeen ; Pmr . ,

Lochmaddy

Andrews, G. W. Tel., Devonport ; Cik . ;

Liskeard

Walker , T. F. Nottingham ; Clk . ; Super . ( P. ) ;

Pmr. , Wakefield ; Lincoln

Hook , F. P .... Stg. Clk . , Bristol ; Ch.Clk . , Limerick;

Pmr . , Bletchley ; Gravesend

Romans, A. C. S.C. & T., Llanelly ;

Pmr., Shaftesbury

Turner, F. U.K.T. Co. , Clk . , Newport ( Mon. ) ;

Asst . Super.

Marshall, J. H. S.C. & T., Barnsley ; Clk . ; Pmr.,

Ilkley

Cooper, A. J. E.T. Co., Clk . , Norwich ; Insptg.

.
.
.

Rochester

.
.
.

Tel., E. Dist. ; Pir., Stanford

Preddy, W. T. Pr.-Kr. , S.B., Pmr., Chepstow ;

Pembroke Dock ; Warwick

Clement, J. ... Tel . , Llanelly ; S.C. & T. , Cardiff ;

Dover ; Pmr., Machynlleth

Harby, W. Sr. , Sheffield ; Clk . ; Super. ( P.),

Pn Gateshead

Jones, J. S.C. & T. , Shrewsbury ; Clk . ; Asst.

Super. ( P. ), Pmr., Aberystwyth ;

Carnarvon ; Barnsley

Tee , W. G. Tel., C.T.O .; Over. and Sen. Tel.

Bull , A .... Tel . , Margate ; Ch . Clk ., Red Hill ;

Pmr., Reigate, Banbury , Nor

manton

Birkett , J. Stg . Clk . , L’pool ; Insp . of Postmen ;

Pmr., Alnwick

Norwood, J. P. S.C. & T., Woolwich ; C.C. & T.,

L.P.S.; S.C. & T. , Ventnor,

Woolwich, Dublin ; Pmr., Charle

ville

Catley, J. E.T. Co.; Clk . ( T.), York ; Asst .

Super.

Thompson , W. Tel., Greenock ; S.C. & T., Dunoon

Pennington,G.T.L . Tel., Blackburn ; Cik . (P.)

St. Albans

Sleaford

South Shields

Stockport

Thirsk

Wakefield

Warwick

Castlerea

Alloa

Lochmaddy
North Berwick
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1 CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS.

ecial Tuition for the Above, Privately , in Class, and

by Correspondence, at

24 , CHANCERY LANE, W.C.,

BY

Messrs. J. GIBSON (First Class Camb. )

AND

C. LOLY (First Class Lond. U. )

Assisted by a Large Staff of University Graduates and others.

Resident Pupils are received at Upper Norwood.

RECENT SUCCESSES INCLUDE :-India Civil Service - T . C. Hodson , 27th

( First Trial) ; C. F. Payne, 45th (First Trial) ; ( . D. Skelton ( First Trial).

Home Civil Service, Class 1.-R. Court ( First Trial ) . India Police -- A . F. R.

Begbie, FIRST ; H. C. Daniel , 8th (First Trial) ; J. B. Jenkins, 9th . India Wood's

and Forests — D .Barry, Proxime-docessit. Student interpreters (China , Japan,

and Siam )-W . P. Thomas, FIRST (First Trial) ; G.Pearson, FIFTH (First

Trial) : December, 1900 , A.G.Major, SECOND ; W. B. Fletcher , 7th ; H.Horne,

SEVENTH ; also gth, 11th , 15th, 16th , 19th . and 23rd places in April, 1899,

Examination (i... , 6 out of 7 pupils sent up in First Half of the List) , including

FIRST Place in Latin , SECOND in Latin , FIRST in Arithmetic, SECOND

in German, SECOND) in Geography ; Turkey and the Levant - E . G.Lomas,

FIRST (First Trial ) ; A. B. Geary, SECOND (First Trial) ; G. Toulmin ,

THIRD (First Trial); E. M. Toulmin , FIFTH (First Trial) ; FIRST in Latin ,

FIRST in Greek , FIRST in English Composition ; also FIRST Place in Navy

Medical Examination , West Indies Consular Service - H . A. Ram -den ( First

Trial); B. G. Michell (First Trial). Supreme Court of Judicature -- S . Geary

(First Trial). Legacy Duty - E. T. Dixon, FIRST( First Trial); E. T. Hopkins,

SECOND (First Trial) ; B. Isherwood. THIRD ; E. M. Miller, FIFTH ( First

Trial); G. D. Crowther, SIXTH ( First Trial) ; H. P. C. Skingsley, 7th ( First

Trial); C. 0. Vernède, 7th (First Trial) ; C. H. C. Watson, 14th (First Trial ) ;

J. B. Birch , 5th (First Trial) ; C. W. Tytheridge, 14th ( First Trial) . Assistant

Surveyor of Taxes-- J. E. Long, 9th place : T. Hayes, I 3th pl: ( First Trial ) ;

W. Coman (Correspondence Pupil) ; R. E. Brierley ( First Trial). Admiralty

(Supply and Accountancy ) - J. T. Hewetson , 9th . Student Interpreters ( Turkey

and Levant),October, 1901--- E. G. Lomas, FIRST ( First Trial); A. B. Geary,

SECOND ( First Trial). Also 4th and 6th Places in the same examination .

Second Division . - A . W. Gaze ( First Trial) ; W. Nops ( First Trial).

The “ State Correspondent” ( 2d . Monthly ) gives up -to-date

particulars of all Appointments. ONE GUINEA Prize offered in

cach Number.

*.* In January and July of each year a Special Prize of FIVE

GULVEAS is offered for competition,



The Civil Service
Has stood .FOUNDED ( linethe test of

1877

Mutual Furnishing Association Ltd.
MANAGED BY CIVIL SERVANTS FOR CIVIL SERVANTS .

15, CHARTERHOUSE STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Reduced Rates of Interest from July 1st, 1902 .

GOODS may be SELECTED from many WELL -KNOWN FIRMS, in

Town and Country, connected with the Association , at their CASH

PRICES , and paid for by EASY INSTALMENTS.

FURNITURE, CARPETS , PIANOS , CLOCKS, BICYCLES,
Etc., Etc.

Handsome 4 ft. 6in .

SIDEBOARD,

in Walnut,

Mahogany, or Oak .

Bevelled Plates ,

and Polished .

REGISTERED DESIGN

2841 B.

SPECIAL CASH PRIGE

£5 12s.,
OR

TWELVE MONTHLY

PAYMENTS

at 10s . each

Before going else

where, as

THE SECRETARY, H. A. PASCOE. 15. CHARTERHOUSE STREET

for an order to view .

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. LISTS, & C ., ON APPLICATION

W. P. GB : SFITH & SONS LIMITED , General Printers and Stationers, Old Bailey, London , E.C.



No. 52. [PART 4 OF VOL. XIII .] [OCTOBER , 1903 .

SEMAKM
OSLE GRAND.

CONTENTS.

PAGE

378

438

423

424
..

The International Telegraph Conference of London , 1903 .

( Illustrated. ) By E. R. ...
353

Humours of the Law - II . By D. Aikenhead Stroud, LL.B.

(Lond . )
357

A Night with the Thames Police. ( Illustrated . ) By A. H. L. 366

The Provincial Service Fifty Years Ago. By R. S. Smyth 371

TheBrotherhood of Postmen. ( Illustrated .) By C. H. Garland

( Editor Civil Service Magazine)

The Forty -Ninth Report of the Postmaster General ... 384

Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire. ( Illustrated .)

By F. Salisbury
389

To the Gold Coast and Back. ( Illustrated .) By G. P. Cooper... 397

Robbing the BristolMail. ( Illustrated .) ByR. C. Tombs, I.S.O. 407

Our Library Table
411

After Office Hours. ( Illustrated .) By E. B. ...
414

St. Martin's Letter-Bag

PAGE

PAGE

The New Secretary
423 Cape Colony Post Office Report,

Our Treasurer
1902 ..

Australian Mail Service...
Mr. H. E. Holl 439

Captain R. Patton Jenkins, R.N. 425 Mr. E. W. Pike ... 440

Mr. " Punch " and Postal Reform 425 St. Kitts - Nevis ... 440

Conference on Wireless
From South Africa 441

Telegraphy ... 426 The late Mr. W. D. Herbert 441

Dover and Calais Mail Service... 427 The New German Cable Steamer

Mr. J. D. Rich
* Stephan

442

A Gold Coast Tragedy
432 Mr. E. H. Poole ... 442

New Zealand Post Office Report, John B. McGough 443

1902
432

The Post Office at a Discount 444

Mr.T. Phillipson 433

French versus British Thrift 444

AFish of Letters 434
Tuberculosis in the Post Office... 444

The Cunard Agreement ...

434 Mr. John Alexander Barbour

Mr. W. W. Grant James
445

The Messageries Maritimes
Mail Service between Bristol and

Steamship Company 437
Portsmouth

Odds and Ends

Promotions, Retirements, Deaths, & Postmasters Appointed ... 449

Illustrations
The Examination Hall, Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons, Victoria

Embankment - The President's Table at the International Telegraph Confer

ence - Thames Police Court - John Harriott - Burgomaster and Minister

entering Grand Place , Brussels, to Inspect Procession - Provincial Postmen

with Guide - Postmen in Carriages, Place Royale - The Windsor Hotel,

Montreal- Post Office , Montreal- Christianborg Castle (Government House) ,

Accra - The Surf, Accra — The Postmaster General's Quarters at Victoriaborg,

Accra - Great Western Railway Train, 1840 — Fishing Boats leaving Aberdeen

-North Lighthouse, FairIsle - Brough of Mousa -- South End, Lerwick

Post Office, Lerwick - Muckle Flugga Lighthouse - Some Postmasters --- The

New Cross-Channel TurbineSteamer " Queen "-Mr. W. W. Grant - Mr. H.

E.Holl - John B. MeGough - Mr. John Alexander Barbour James.

To Our Readers
465

428

436

446

446



United Service Share Purchase

Society Limited.

A
DVANCES made for the purchase of, or on the security
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ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND

OCTOBER , 1903 .

The International Telegraph

Conference of London, 1903.

HE International Telegraph Conference, which met in

London at the end of May, was originally summoned

for the summer of 1901 , but was twice postponed , first

on account of the death of the late Queen , and a second

time in order not to coincide with the festivities attending the King's

Coronation.

The Conference was formally opened by the Postmaster General

on the 26th May at the Examination Hall of the Royal College of

Physicians and Surgeons on the Victoria Embankment, and was

finally closed on the 10th July , when the revised regulations and

tariffs were signed by the delegates .

The Government delegates numbered 67 (including attachés) ;

in addition to whom there were also 67 representatives of Cable

Companies, who took part in the discussions but did not vote .

The adhering states which sent representatives were :- Argentine

Republic , Austria , Belgium , Bosnia -Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria ,

Crete , Denmark, Egypt , France and the following French Colonies :

Indo -China, Madagascar, New Caledonia, Senegal and Tunis ;

Germany, Great Britain and the following British Possessions :

Australia (Commonwealth ), Cape Colony, Ceylon , India, Natal and

New Zealand ; Greece , Hungary, Italy , Japan , Luxemburg, Montenegro,

Netherlands and the Netherland East Indies , Norway, Persia , Portugal

and the Portuguese Colonies, Roumania, Russia, Servia , Siam , Spain ,

Sweden , Switzerland, Turkey and Uruguay.

Neither the United States nor Canada has adhered to the

Telegraph Convention . But the former country sent a representative

(General Greely, the Chief of the Signalling Department of the

United States Army) , who took much interest in the proceedings of

the Conference ; and in view of the participation of North America in

the telegraph service with the Far East over the two cables which
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have recently been laid down across the Pacific Ocean , it is not too

much to hope that both the United States and Canada may before

long be induced to become members of the Telegraph Union .

The delegates representing this country were Mr. J. C. Lamb,

C.B. , C.M.G., who acted as President of the Conference : Mr. Ardron

and Mr. Benton (who acted as Vice- Presidents ) : Mr. Mackay and

Mr. Home, with Mr. Raven 'as Secretary.

The British delegates also represented Cape Colony and Natal ;

and Mr. Mackay represented New Zealand in conjunction with the

Honourable W. P. Reeves , the Agent General.

Australia was represented by the Honourable Henry Copeland

(Agent General for New South Wales ) ; and India by Mr. Kirk and

Mr. Hutchinson (with Mr. Thomas as Secretary ), who also

represented Ceylon .

Mr. Ardron also represented Crete ; and Mr. Kirk, the senior

delegate for India , also represented Persia .

The Secretaries of the Conference were M. Eschbaecher (General

Secretary) and M. Homberger, representing the International

Telegraph Bureau , and Mr. Hautrive, Mr. De Wardt and Mr. J. F.

Lamb, representing the British Administration .

The Conference appointed four “ Commissions ” to consider the

various propositions in detail, before they were submitted to the full

Conference for acceptance or rejection.

Two of these Commissions, the “ Commission du Règlement

and the " Commission des Tarifs,” were practically Committees of the

whole House ; and the greater part of the work of the Conference was

done in them . They were presided over by M. Delarge and

M. Sydow, the senior delegates of Belgium and Germany respectively.

The other two Commissions the Commission des

Téléphones” and the “ Commission de Rédaction ," presided over by

M. le Docteur Neubauer andM. Bordelongue, the senior Austrian and

French delegates . The duty of the latter Commission was to put

into proper form the revised Regulations after their adoption in full

Conference.

The subject that excited most interest at the Conference was that

of the Official Vocabulary for Code Telegrams. This work , which

had been prepared by the International Telegraph Bureau with a view

to furnish a standard collection of words for use in code telegraphy,

had formed the subject of much adverse criticism in this country and

indeed throughout the world , on the ground that it did not furnish a

field of selection sufficiently wide to enable codes to be framed on

were
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scientific principles. The British delegates opposed the enforcement

of the Vocabulary, believing it to be contrary to the legitimate interests

of commerce ; and , after prolonged discussion , its rejection as a

compulsory standard was secured, and the field of selection for code

words greatly enlarged by the admission of all combinations of letters

(not exceeding 10 in number) capable of being pronounced .

It would be going beyond the scope of this brief notice to attempt

to give an account of the results of the Conference in detail . But it

may be mentioned that the attitude of the Conference was throughout

THE PRESIDENT'S Table .

liberal towards the public. Thus, in addition to its far-reaching

reforms in code telegraphy, the Conference accepted the proposal of

the British Administration for the admission of letter cypher, thereby

providing for numerous commercial expressions in current use which

had hitherto been excluded, and placing a new facility at the disposal

of the general public . Another reform deserving of special notice is

the reduction of the charges of European States on extra -European

telegrams, this being a measure of justice to the Cable Companies ,

whose own rates have been largely reduced in recent years . The

principal Companies had already gone so far in this direction that , as

regards the greater portion of their systems , further reductions could



356 THE INTERNAT
IONAL

TELEGRA
PH

CONFERE
NCE

, 1903 .

not well be expected for the present. But it was , nevertheless, found

possible to arrange for a number of reductions (especially to Russia ,

the Iberian Peninsula, Malta , British Borneo, China, Japan, and the

British West African possessions) which will be of considerable benefit

to the public .

Although the sittings of the Conference and its Commissions were

practically continuous throughout the six weeks , time was found for a

liberal programme of entertainments provided by the official

Committee appointed for the purpose under the presidency of Mr. G.

W. Smyth , C.B.

The delegates were received at Windsor by their Majesties the

King and Queen , and were entertained at Arundel by the Duke of

Norfolk and at Blenheim by the Duke and Duchess of Marlborough .

Dinners were given by the Postmaster General , the British Delegation ,

the Cable Companies, the Goldsmiths' Company and the Fishmongers'

Company ; and the delegates were invited to receptions at Lansdowne

House, Londonderry House, and the Mansion House. A trip to

Scotland was arranged, including a day's cruise on Loch Long and

Loch Lomond ; and various excursions were made to places of interest,

including Portsmouth , Warwick, Stratford -on -Avon and Oxford.

The greatest good feeling and geniality prevailed throughout; and

it is not too much to say that this had its effect on the official meetings

of the Conference, producing a spirit of conciliation and liberality,

which facilitated not a little the satisfactory disposal of the work in

hand .

The foreign delegates were evidently highly gratified at the

hospitality which they experienced on all sides during their visit ; and

some of them openly declared that their opinion of the English

national character had been considerably modified .

As to the British Delegation, it can truly be said that it was with

feelings of genuine regret that they parted with the many friends made

during six weeks of close intercourse, both in work and amusement.

E. R.
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Humours of the Law . - 11.— .

IX.

66

Puns are all very well , but sheer stupidity , whether real or assumed,

is sometimes even more successful, as in this little dialogue :

“What are you ? ” the cross-examining counsel asked .

Witness held her peace.

“ What are you ? ” he repeated .

“ A woman.”

“ What is your occupation ? ”

" I do my house work .”

“ And after that , when you've done your house work , what do you

do ? ”

“ I go into the park.”

And that is how you occupy your time? ”

“ Oh no it isn't . ” At this point there was laughter in court .

" It is no laughing matter," said counsel sternly .

“ I should be sorry ” replied the woman “ to laugh at you.”

“ How do you live ? Do you do needlework ? ”

Sometimes I do . ”

“ Is that your answer ? ”

“ Yes."

“ How do you support yourself ? ”

“ How do I support myself,” repeated the witness, looking down at

her legs . “ Oh, do you mean, how do I live ? ”

“ Yes, yes," interrupted the judge, “ how do you live ? ”

The witness answered , slowly and dramatically ;

“ I eat--and drink ."

A stable man, of shaky deportment, appeared in the witness box,

and the judge began accusing him of being drunk , which he stoutly

denied .

“ Do you mean to say you've not been drinking this morning ? ”

asked the judge in his severest manner.

Naw , I have been drinkin ' , but nothin ' to hurt."

" What have you been drinking, sir ? "

“ Cawfee . "

“ Ah, but wasn't there something in the coffee ? "

“ Yees, there was. ”
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Now inform the Court what there was in" Ah ! I thought so.

your coffee this morning ."

“ Sugar. "

worse.

3

66

The judge began to get excited . “ This man is no fool. He is

Now, sir , look at me, and be careful what you say . You are

running very near to perjury, to say nothing of contempt of Court .

What was there besides sugar in that coffee ? "

The witness looked straight at the judge and said , meekly enough ,

but convincingly— “ a spune.”

X.

Irish witnesses are hard nuts to crack, as Sir Richard Webster and

his colleagues found out during the Parnell Commission .

“ Now Michael,” said counsel to one of the witnesses, " you say

you heard a gun one night and found a hole in the door that wasn't

there before ? ”

I did , so ."

“ Was it a bullet hole ? ”

“ To the best of my belafe, it was that. ”

“ Will you swear it was a bullet hole ? "

“ It might have been a bullet hole . ”

“ Will you swear it was ? "

· Arrah , now, be aisy ! I didn't see the bullet doin ' it. ”

“ Was your husband a member of the Land League ? ” one witness

was asked .

“ He was very fond of whisky.”

“ What had whisky to do with it ? ”

“ Shure, that's for a clever gentleman like you to find out ! ”

“ Stand up, Sir," said counsel to another witness, after he had

cross-examined him at some length . “ Stand up. Are you tired ? ”

“ I am that—av talkin ' to you .”

Another witness stated that he had seen a woman maltreated in a

riot .

you did not interfere ? ” asked counsel.

“ I did not."

“ Don't you behaved in a very cowardly manner ? ”

“ Shure, I wad suner be a coward for five minutes than a corpse

for the rest of me life ! ”

As a rule, English witnesses never say anything at all brilliant

without a great deal of provocation . But they can occasionally come

out with a smart answer . A judge asked a lady the rude but necessary

" And

you think



HUMOURS OF THE LAW . 359

question how old she was, and received the usual answer. Thirty.

• Thirty ! I've heard you give the same answer in this court for the

last three years ! ”

“ Yes. I'm not one of those personswho say one thing to-day and

another to -morrow ."

“ Are you married ? ” asked a magistrate of a vagrant charged with

begging.

“ I'm not, your worship, but my wife is.”

The magistrate squirmed . “ Prisoner, leave off troubling the Court

with your miserable wit. "

“ Upon my word , your worship, I'm not trying to be witty. I was

married once, but am separated. My wife married again , I did not.

Therefore, I am not married, but my wife is .”

" What brought you to prison ” asked a magistrate of another

vagrant.

“ Two constables , Sir . ”

“ Yes, but I mean , had intemperance anything to do with it ? ”

" l'es, Sir, they were both drunk.”

One man appeared in court, charged with an aggravated assault.

He said that he did not want no adjective lawyer, and would defend

his own case. He had three defences . “ In the first place, he did

not do it . Secondly, he was drunk when he did it , and thirdly , it was

a case of mistaken identity .”

XI.

The ceremony of kissing the Book sometimes gives rise to

amusing incidents. At the Southwark Police Court an aged dame

who was called upon to give evidence, was approached by the

usher and invited to kiss the Book. The old lady, being very deaf,

and probably having her own notions as to the proper receptacle for

a kiss, started coyly back , and exclaimed, “ No, no, young man , I'm

too old for that sort of thing.”

It is often necessary, or at least desirable , for an advocate to show

a certain amount of contempt of court without incurring the penalties

attached to that offence . A certain American lawyer was a specialist

in this branch of his art. He was once arguing in the Supreme

Court of Detroit , and made an assertion which provoked the

judicial rebuke : “ That is not the law, Sir . " " Pardon me, your

Honour, it was the law until a minute ago. Now we accept a new

principle established by a supreme authority.”

On another occasion the same lawyer was reading long extracts
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from an imposing looking book , to support his arguments . " Just a

moment, ” interrupted the supreme judge himself, “ do you mean to

say that you are reading good law ? ” “ Not at all , your Honour, only

Supreme Court decisions. "

“ You have practised before me for years , sir, ” said a circuit judge

to him at one time, “ and this is the first time you have shown

contempt of Court.” “ Yes, your Honour," he answered , “ I have

wonderful self-control.”

XII .

I have already referred to the tragic note , which is to be found in

humour of the highest description . A good example is found in the

narrative of a case of sheep-stealing which came on for trial before an

Australian judge. Counsel for the prisoner concluded his address to

the jury with a fine peroration . “ Gentlemen , on the chalky cliffs of

Dover stands a little cottage, in which dwell a poor old man and his

wife, a fond couple . For years they have, day after day, awaited the

return of their only child , their son , the only hope for their old age , to

be a blessing and a comfort to his aged parents. Gentlemen , this

son was on the point of returning to the loved ones when this cruel

prosecution was instituted . I entreat you, sirs , to think of the aching

voids which you will cause in his parents' hearts should you convict

my unfortunate client of this charge. Do not , gentlemen , by a hasty

and unconsidered decision , be the means of preventing this much

suffering man from receiving the loved embrace of his parents.”

The jury returned a verdict of guilty. The judge , in addressing

prisoner, said : “Prisoner at the bar, you have been found guilty of

the crime of sheep -stealing. The sentence of the Court is that you be

imprisoned for the term of five years' penal servitude ; but , as it is

impossible for me to resist the touching appeal of your advocate ' not

to keep you from your beloved and loving parents ,' I will now order

that you serve the first three years in Berrima gaol . There you will ,

no doubt, meet your father, who is serving a sentence for horse

stealing. The other two years you will serve in Maitland goal ,

where your loving mother is serving a sentence for assaulting your

beloved father with intent to do grievous bodily harm . Remove the

prisoner.”

Lawyers are very fond of evidence as to character as a defence,

but it does not always pay. Justice Lawson once summed up in a

case of a man who was charged with stealing a pig. The evidence of

the theft was conclusive, and , in fact, was not denied , but the prisoner

called his parson and neighbours to testify as to his good character.

1
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“ Gentlemen of the jury ,” said the Judge, “ I think that the only

conclusion you can arrive at is , that the pig was stolen by the prisoner,

and that he is the most amiable man in the country .”

Sir Matthew Begbie, C.J. , of British Columbia, once sat in judgment

on a man charged of aggravated assault. He was found guilty, and

Sir Matthew proceeded to deliver sentence : “ You are fined £10

and — " The prisoner, " All right my Lord, just got that here in my

hip pocket.” Sir Matthew went on , " And six months , perhaps you've

got that in your hip pocket ? "

Mr. Justice Byles was once trying a prisoner for stealing , and a

medical witness was called, who testified that the accused

suffering from kleptomania .

Yes,” said Byles quietly, “ it is what I am sent here to cure."

Some years ago a young counsel won a case by means of a

clever trick. Some chemical works had been established in a large

town , and the smells were so intolerable that people left the place in

large numbers. The owner of some house property brought an action

against the company which manufactured the smells . They engaged

a famous counsel , who made light of the grievance, and spoke of it as

an alleged smell.” The judge and jury were evidently much

impressed by the defence, and things looked very unpromising for the

plaintiff. One of his counsel, however, went out of court , and

returned after a few minutes, bringing with him theo glass retorts.

When it was his turn to speak he passed them up to the judge, who

handed them on to the jury. These, he explained, were the chemicals

used . They appeared to be harmless, inoffensive, colourless liquids.

“ But, ” said he, “ the defendant company mixes them ," and he

poured the contents of one retort into the other. And then there

went up a smell so awful and hideous that the court had to be cleared

and the case adjourned until the following day, when a verdict was

promptly returned for the plaintiff.

XIII .

Lawyers sometimes receive very puzzling instructions . An

Irishman , who expected to die childless, directed his solicitor to draw

a will leaving all his money “ to the elder son of his brother, and if he

had no elder son , then to the second son . "

Another lawyer drew a will for another Irishman , who duly signed

it and went away happy. He came back next day very much excited ,

and said he had not had a wink of sleep that night, from thinking of

the will he had made.
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* Why, what's the matter with the will ,” asked his legal adviser .

“ Matther ! Matther enough ! shure, I've not left mesilf a three

legged stool to sit down upon !

One old farmer thought he would do the thing his own way, and

began dictating his will to his lawyer . " I give and bequeath to my

wife £ 100 a year. Is that put down ? ”

“ Yes, ” said the lawyer, “ but what if she marries again ? Most

testators make a change in the bequest in that case .”

“ Ah , do they ? Well, write down that if my wife marry again I

give and bequeath her the sum of £200 a year."

“ Why, that's just doubling the sum she would have had if she had

remained unmarried , " said the lawyer . “ It's generally the other way

about."

“ Ay! I know that,” said the testator, “ but him that takes her for

a wife again will need it all. ”

Another client , a spendthrift young man , wished to borrow some

money in a strictly private way. A bond in the usual form was

presented to him for execution .

“ No, I'll never sign that," he protested .

“ Why not ? ”

“ Why, it says “ Know all men by these presents, ’ so that my father

is sure to hear of it , and I shall get in trouble . ”

A gentleman, who had a suit in Chancery, was called upon by his

counsel to put in his answer, for fear of incurring contempt of court.

“ Well,” says the client, “ why is not my answer put in then ?” “ How

should I draw your answer, ” says the lawyer, “ without knowing what

you can swear ? ” “ Hang your scruples," says the client again , “ pray

do your part as lawyer, and draw me a sufficient answer, and let me

alone to do my part as a gentleman , and to swear it ! ”

A tradesman had lately acquired some landed property under a

will . He came to the lawyer with instructions for a deed of transfer

to be prepared in favour of himself. On being asked his reasons, he

said “ Don't feel sort of comfortable about that here bit of country.

I know how particular you lawyer gents are, and I thought may be ,

that if I signed a deed making over the property to myself , no one

would be able to touch it .” When his application was refused he

went away in a rage , and subsequently tried to bring an action against

the lawyer, who he imagined was trying to defraud him .

Even the Land Registry is not destitute of humour. A firm of

London solicitors, in a letter to the Law Journal, state that they

recently applied to have put upon the register the names of the
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executors of a deceased client in connection with some freehold land.

“ As a result, " they write, “ the Registry sent a notice addressed to the

deceased at his earthly place of business, gravely informing him that an

application had been made by his executors affecting his title , and

informing him that any objection must be in writing."

XIV .

A paper on humours of the law would not be complete without a

reference to the late Commissioner Kerr, of the City of London Court ,

who was a humour of the law himself. He said a good many very

clever things, none of which should be taken very seriously. These

are some of the best :

" The moment that you , a foreigner, land at Dover, you are

supposed to know the whole law of England, which nobody ever did

know ."

“ This Court does not exist , you ought to know, for the sake of

putting money into the lawyers' pockets, like the High Court."

"Always put everything in writing . Pens are cheap, ink is cheap,

and paper is cheap .” But on the other hand he once said to a

defendant : “ Never sign a hire purchase agreement. They are

generally snares and delusions . In fact, never sign anything for the

rest of your life .”

' King David said in his haste · All men are liars . ' If he had sat

here, as I have, for over forty years , he would have said the same

thing at his leisure. ”

On another occasion his summing up to a jury was short and

sweet : “ Gentleman of the jury, either the plaintiff is a liar and a

perjurer or else the defendant is a liar and a perjurer. It is for you to

say which.”

This brings to mind a tale about Vice-Chancellor Bacon . He

pronounced judgment in a very intricate case , which was afterwards

carried to the Court of Appeal, and the Lords Justices of Appeal sent

to him for his notes . These proved to consist of a single sheet of

paper, on which was drawn a caricature portrait of the appellant, with

the words underneath “ This man is a liar . "

XV .

Now, this paper must come to a timely conclusion , because there

is no more of it . I hope it has sufficed to show that even in so dry

and uninteresting a subject as the law is supposed to be, there are at

any rate some bright spots of sentiment and humour.
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There is a bright side to everything, but a great deal depends

upon one's point of view. With reference to this I will conclude with

a short extract from Dickens' “ Battle of Life ." The scene of the

tale is a house situated on an ancient battlefield , and the proprietor ,

Dr. Jeddler, is conversing with his lawyer, Mr. Snitchey , about things

in general. Dr. Jeddler is a man possessed of the idea that life

should not be taken seriously , and his great philosophy is to fix always

on the humour which lies behind even the tragedies of existence . He

propounds this view to his legal friend :

“ Why ” says the doctor, “ a great battle was once fought on this

ground . On this very ground where you now sit , and where I saw

my two girls dance this morning, so many lives were lost , that within

my recollection, generations afterwards, a churchyard full of bones ,

and dust of bones, and chips of cloven skulls, has been dug up from

underneath our feet here . Yet not a hundred people in that battle

knew what they fought for, or why ; not half a hundred people were

better or worse for this gain or loss ; not half-a -dozen men agree to

this hour on the cause or merits ; and nobody, in short , ever knew

anything distinct about it , excepting those who mourned for the slain .

Serious ! call that serious ! If you allow such things to be serious,

you must go mad, or die, or climb up to the top of a mountain and

turn hermit .”

“ But that was so long ago ,” said Snitchey.

Long ago ! Do you know what the world has been doing, ever

since ? Do you know what else it has been doing since ? I don't. ”

“ It has gone to law a little , ” said Snitchey, “ although the way

out has always been made too easy. And you'll excuse my saying,

Doctor, that, in its having gone to law, and in its legal system altogether,

I do observe a serious side—now, really, a something tangible, and

with a purpose and intention in it that commands respect. Life a

farce, Dr. Jeddler ? With law in it ? Granted, if you please , that

war is foolish . There we agree . For example. Here's a smiling

country, once overrun by soldiers — trespassers, every man of them

and laid waste by fire and sword. Well, the idea of any man exposing

himself, voluntarily, to fire and sword ! Stupid, wasteful, positively

ridiculous . You laugh at your fellow creatures, you know , when you

think of it ! But take this smiling country as it stands. Think of the

laws appertaining to real property ; to the bequest and devise of real

property ; to the mortgage and redemption of real property ; to lease

hold , freehold, and copyhold estate ; think, ” said Mr. Snitchey, with

such great emotion that he actually smacked his lips ; " think of the

66
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complicated laws relating to title , and proof of title , with all the con

tradictory precedents and numerous acts of parliament connected with

them ; think of the infinite number of ingenious and interminable

chancery suits, to which this pleasant prospect may give rise ; and

acknowledge, Dr. Jeddler, that there is a green spot in the scheme

about us ! ”

Yes, there are green spots in life. And as the law-poor plodding

beast of burden-jogs on across the sultry desert of writs and sum

monses, probates , marriage settlements, and separation deeds , it

sometimes comes upon the greenand smiling oasis of Humour. There

it sits itself down on its weary haunches, hangs its full-bottomed wig

on to the nearest branch of a palm tree, and laughs till its old sides

ache again - laughs and cackles and roars and brays—like the ass

that it is.

D. AIKENHEAD STROUD.

Solicitor's Department, G.P.O.

BB
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A Night with the Thames Police.

A

LIGHT mist rises slowly from the surface of the river

as the large moon ascends, like an ancient copper shield

dinted and battered in long forgotten frays. Around

the ships and the barges the shadows are black ; and

their rigging shows spectral against the star-strewn sky. From gas

works and wharves come heavy sounds, as of coal being shot from

iron hoppers. The peaked flames protruding from the chimney

shafts, violet and red and yellow, waver as they lick the darkness ;

and their reflections glow dully in the stream .

In the middle of the river the tide has already begun to run up ;

and barges bound for Gravesend and such parts drop their mud

hooks, while the crews take in the scanty sail . The crew of these

slow craft, by the bye, generally consists of a man and a boy.

Inshore, where a long eddy still runs seaward, a black police boat

crawls along, the oars falling quietly into the water.

“ Ugh," grunts the Inspector, as a full- flavoured stench from a

soap-boiling factory creeps to his nostrils , “ You can find your way

down here by the stinks .”

His eye catches a white flash from the opposite bank ; and he

stoops for the lantern which lies in the bottom of the boat , pushes

back the slide , and waves the light in answer.

At this moment his practised ear detects a slight sound on his

own bank. He puts the lantern down carefully and listens . He

hears the suck, suck of the strong tide under the barges, the rattle of

a chain , as another sailing barge drops her anchor, and the heavy

sounds from the gasworks. He pulls gently at his rudder line ; and

the boat goes still closer inshore. A searching examination fails to

reveal anything unusual ; and the boat crawls on further. They are

now opposite the Beckton Gasworks with their thousand lights .

Here on their own bank is Tripcot Point , and the memory of the

“ Princess Alice ."

The moon throws a pale radiance around ; and the imaginative

eye sees the water giving up its dead . Slowly they rise, with dripping

hair and garments ; and their dead eyes gleam like opals. The

police, fortunately, are not overburdened with fearful imaginings ; and

the eddy has given out at last . A light touch on the rudder, and the

tide catches the nose of the boat, which sweeps rapidly into mid

stream . Out of the shelter of the bank it is bitterly cold . Wind

and tide are at variance ; and the water is roughened with little short

chopping waves .



A NIGHT WITH THE THAMES POLICE. 367

As the tide makes, the river wakes up more and more. For here

night and day are nothing, the ebb and flow of the tide everything.

With a spiteful shriek a tug swings out into the stream with barges in

tow . “ Hoot ! hoot ! hoot ! Get out of the way you wretched

boat ! ” The boat goes quietly on its way. At the right moment the

watchful Inspector at the stern twists her nose round, and the tug

goes on noisily grumbling in its sooty funnel, and kicking up a

foamy wash behind .

Straight ahead gleam the three lights of a dredger ; and its chain

of buckets clatter and clash in the most dreadful manner, fighting the

mudgods. Cheer up , O buckets, your labour for this time is nearly

over ! For the water deepens rapidly, and dredging work has to be

done at low tide.

Here comes the first big steamer, swinging up stream grandly,

ablaze with lights, crying for a clear path as she paces out these last

fex miles of her long journey. There, away round the bend , two

more green lamps open out, each with its tail of cabin lights , white

and brilliant . So they race in from the world's ends, luxury laden .

Down below the dusty stokers sweat and swink , feeding the great

engines. Not much longer for you to toil , O brothers ! Soon , full

soon , shall ye rejoice in the refreshing gush of beer down your

parched throats , making work for the police.

Splash ! comes a sharp sound from the river bank. An order

equally sharp ; and the police boat is round and struggling against the

fierce tide-rush . They reach the spot. It is only a board fallen into

the water, displaced by the wash of the passing steamer. But it

might have been something else for all they knew . For look you ,

these men have been keeping a sharp eye on the surface of the water,

and in the little lanes between the barges , and in the side eddies

where the foul tide sucks the slimy wooden piles. They are looking

for a body which a while ago was a living, thinking man , and now is a

sodden obscenity which would fall apart unless handled tenderly .

Strange to say they expect to find it . If not to-day, to -morrow . If

not then , the day after . Up and down the river it has drifted, up

and down with the restless tide , and will drift between much the

same points until found and put decently to rest .

Yesterday a barrel of oil was spilled in the river. Three times

the tide has ebbed and flowed . Yet see this strange many coloured

metallic lustre on the water . Some of the petroleum has found its

way back nearly to the same spot. It streaks the river from London

Bridge to Gravesend .
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Here comes a sailing barge heeling over under the fresh breeze.

On one side the water is Alush with the deck, and on the other washes

the combings. This is a breach of the Conservancy bye-laws, which

ordain a freeboard of at least three inches. The police boat shoots

alongside accordingly.

The stolid figure at the tiller, who is , among other things , risking

his own life by navigating in this style , is surprised and reproachful.

He had the three inches, nay four inches, when he left Gravesend .

His cargo of gravel must have shifted. The fallacy of this excuse

THAMES POLICE COURT.

being pointed out , he falls back on another. There must be water in

his craft. The inspector tests it . No water is there, but the greed of

gain , which shall be defeated , a rhadamanthine magistrate imposing

penalties when the stolid figure appears before him a few days later .

Particulars of this offence duly noted in the ever-ready note-book,

the boat sheers off, and makes for a tier of barges near at hand .

Thieves have been at work here. The cones of coal—their formation

is due to the way they are shot into the barges — have had their tops

lifted off, and are mere truncated cones. Some piratically-minded

tug-owner has dropped quietly alongside and captured his coal

instead of buying. He will now be able to work on cheaper terms

than his rivals , and so make double profit of his wickedness.
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It is no use stopping to look at the stable after the horse has gone .

So thinks Mr. Inspector, and sheers off again. Now the men begin

to row steadily for home. They pass the big steamers, which are

berthed now, and the greatderricks beginning their work . They row

into the small police jetty, followed closely by two other boats, whose

crews are coming off duty. Soon all is made fast, and they troop in .

Inside the station is a good fire, welcome enough after the cold

outside . An old sunburned skipper is reporting the loss of his boat,

stolen by his boy, who had been sent ashore for grub, and never

appeared again .

“ What did he say when he left the barge ? ” enquires the

inspector .

JOHN HARRIOTT, Esq.

(Founder of the Thames Police Force . )

Oh, he didn't say much ,” replies the old man.

“ Well, what did he say ? "

“ Oh, that's all he said . ”

Through such conversational difficulties the inspector gradually

elicits the tale. Soon it appears that the lad has once before been in

the hands of the police - found in the unlawful possession of boxes of

starch , which , he said , he had got “ to take to mother . ” “ He's a

bad'un," says the old skipper, emphatically. The inspector promises

to look into the matter ; and the old boy departs with heavy tread .

In the back ground of the police office a telegraph instrument is

clicking out a message about a steamboat which has sunk in the

mouth of the river, with three hundred barrels of beer on board .

These have got adrift ; and every craft going up stream or down has

one or more on board .
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An officer attentively watches the dial as this message arrives, and

pencils it down on a slate. This man is a fair specimen of the

Thames policeman . Well built, of medium height, there is an

alertness and readiness about him that speaks of training on board

ship. For the men of this force have mostly been to sea. Behind

their modest uniform and quiet demeanour lie histories of adventure

that they do not tell . This one has been in a Chinese riot ; that one

has been “ man overboard ” off Cape Horn, where the ocean waves

are like unto the green hills . All have seen the sea in its thousand

moods , have many times watched the multi-coloured miracle of the

dawn, and are the better men for their experience. All unconsciously

they have absorbed something of the sea's quiet force, " unhasting ,

unresting." Now their fate has brought them here , to police a

muddy tideway ; and they do it well.

There is extant a quaint old book entitled “ Struggles through

Life ." It is the autobiography of John Harriott, Esq . , founder of the

Thames Police Force. The full title of the book is curious and

worthy of reproduction . "Struggles through Life Exemplified in the

various Travels and Adventures in Europe, Asia, Africa , and America,

of John Harriott , Esq., Resident Magistrate of the Thames Police, to

which are added Thoughts on the Subject of Police, Suggestions

arising from the abuse of Private Mad Houses, Contemplations on

Death , and the Philosophy of History."

From this worthy old gentleman we learn that the Thames Police

was established in 1798 ; and a tough time they seem to have had of

it . John Harriott, Esq . , himself, who seems to have combined the

judicial powers of the magistrate with the executive function of a

police superintendent, had once to shoot a rioter with his own hand .

The riot occurred because the authorities declined to accept the coal

porters' view that they were entitled , as perquisite, to carry home a

sack of coal each after their day's work .

John Harriott's seal bears a sort of pelican bird with a big beak

and uplifted foot. I believe the designer did it deliberately as an

irreverent caricature on the magistrate laying down the law . It is

possibly the origin of the well known slang term , " beak ," for

magistrate.

John Harriott died eighteen months after the battle of Waterloo

was fought ; but his work survives to-day-really one of the most

useful bits of work ever done for this Port of London , which we

hope at no remote period to see successfully get back its ancient

pre-eminence. The more trade to London, the more work to the

Thames Police. A. H. L.
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DO not know exactly what system regulated the

appointment of provincial clerks in the early

fifties ; but before that time no doubt political

considerations had been an essential factor, as the

majority of the clerks then in the service did not hesitate to boast of

the potent effect of the influence they possessed. Of the clerks in

the Belfast office when I joined the service in 1855 , one came from

Co. Donegal , and one from Co. Galway. Another was a Scotchman ;

but how he claimed to have influenced a Parliamentary election

in Ireland I cannot now recollect . The Galwegian was a member

of a noted county family. He was well-educated and very gentleman

like, and , although always polite and not indisposed to be obliging,

he was rather reserved , and did not disguise the fact that he con

sidered himself much out of place as a provincial post office clerk .

There were nine clerks in all : I entered as the ninth . There

was no Civil Service examination ; and the selection or nomination

then appeared to rest with the Postmaster. I did not use political or

other influence, nor did I know the Postmaster personally. Having

heard of the vacancy I sent an application , was requested to call , and,

having done so, was informed shortly afterwards, somewhat indeed to

my surprise, that I had been selected . The commencing salary was

£60, which , in view of the then greater value of money, compares

very favourably with what is now given . After remaining for three

years at that figure, there was an advance to £70 ; but further

advances were most uncertain. The second clerk had £100, and

the first clerk £120. There were no sorting clerks or sorters ; and

the only other members of the inside force were a stamper and a

bagman .

A comparison of the duties and hours of attendance with those

of the present day shows a marked difference. There was then no

eight-hour day, no interval of nine hours between each day's attendance ,

no allowance for night attendance, no adding on to a short

attendance to make up an hour, no allowance for meal time , and no

restriction of the number of duties. With the exception of two clerks

who did money order duty — and whose attendance, strange to say ,

never altered -- six of the other clerks came on duty at 4 o'clock

every morning, and continued at intervals — making about 9 hours daily



372 THE PROVINCIAL SERVICE FIFTY YEARS AGO .

—till 9.30 p.m. They certainly had the privilege of alternating their

attendance with that of the seventh clerk , who was not due in the

morning till 7 o'clock ; but , although the change came for each man

only once in seven weeks, we were told we were very well off ! As

the principal mails were then conveyed by coach, and the cross

channel steamers carrying the Scotch and some of the English mails

were by no means reliable as regards punctuality, it can readily be

understood that there was much extra attendance. But the wildest

flights of imagination , or of fancy, never led to a clerk or anyone else

suggesting for a moment that a claim should be made for overtime.

Indeed, I feel sure that the mental condition of any person making

such a claim would have been considered to be such as to require

the immediate attention of his friends . The work , too , was very hard .

I know that on three days a week , when the publication of an

extra newspaper made it impossible to get the sorting done in time

for the early despatches, some of us voluntarily came on duty at 3.40

or 3.45 , instead of at 4 .

At this time, Belfast, with a population of, I think, 90,000 , did its

post office business standing, without shelter, on a very narrow foot

path of a narrow street opposite an opening in a window about 20

inches square, which opening was always closed for ten minutes

before the despatch of at least the more important mails. True,

the public were considerately informed by printed card that “ the

mail was then being made up ,” but I can answer for the fact that this

did not always allay impatience or secure silent compliance with

what must be admitted was an inconsiderate and irritating arrange

ment. When it is remembered that in addition to the present

ordinary counter duties-except Savings Bank, Telegraph , and Parcel

Post --the payment of the postage on all foreign correspondence had

to be received in cash , and the proper amount marked on each letter

( there was then no conveniently arranged “ Postal Guide ” ), it can

readily be imagined that there was generally more or less of a crowd

opposite the window, and that the patience of the public was often

severely tried . As regards foreign postage inwards, it was not unusual

to receive a total of £8 or £9 by a single mail, a large portion of which

consisted of charges on newspapers, chiefly American, of id . each .

The correct dealing with this unpaid correspondence tended to

increase the pressure.

Leave of absence was not given at the expense of the Depart

ment . Clerks could have a fortnight's holiday in the year ; but the

cost of providing for their duty, which was done by moving up an
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was

officer of lower grade, was deducted from their salary , and they received

only the balance. The same plan was followed in cases of absence

through illness. This was considered very hard , and no doubt it was,

as a man when ill has presumably greater need for his salary than when

he is well . There was no free medical attendance or medicine then , no

extra payment for Sunday, Christmas Day, or Good Friday ; and Bank

Holidays were, of course, unknown . These were the good old times !

What will be thought of a fine of ios . for an omission to enter a

registered letter on the letter bill ? I cannot say if it was intended

that such fines should be a source of revenue - it looked rather like

it--but , however that may be, it was evidently considered that the

enormity of the offence could not be suitably met by a less

payment than the sum I have mentioned. True, I never paid it ,

although by my default on one occasion a letter had not been

entered ; but I am doubtful to this day whether the means I

adopted to get rid of my responsibility were entirely justifiable.

The facts were as follows :-A bank letter marked " registered

handed in at the window over the heads of some of the waiting

crowd , the messenger saying he would call for the receipt . He

did not call ; and the letter, having got amongst other bank letters ,

went on as an ordinary one. When the report of the omission to

enter was received , the clerk who despatched the mail properly

disclaimed responsibility, and , as I had received the letter , I was,

of course, required to explain my part in the transaction .

urging extreme pressure, &c . , but without effect, and in due course a

“fine docket ” ordering the collection of 1os . was received from the

Secretary. Although this did not surprise me, I confess I was

very reluctant to part with what was equal to almost three days

salary . I therefore wrote that I was prepared to submit to any

punishment that might be considered suitable for my omission to

register , but as in consequence of that omission the letter was not

really a "registered " one, I did not know any rule to justify the infliction

of a fine for not entering it . It must have been the audacity of this

special pleading that saved me. I heard nothing of the matter

afterwards.

I have said that the mails were conveyed mainly by coach . The

guards were specially selected and , physically , splendid men . There

were three for the Dublin road , the most notable of whom was named

Hill - Joe Hill . He was very popular, and perhaps, because of this,

by no means so steady or correct as he ought to have been .

But having made a friend of the Marquis of Downshire, who often

I did so ,
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travelled with him—the coach passed through Hillsboro' where the

Marquis almost always lived — there was no scrape or difficulty he got

into out of which his noble friend, who had much influence, did not

manage to extricate him . I remember an error in which he was con

cerned that caused considerable amusement . The Hillsboro' Office

was vacant, and Mr. M-one of the surveyor's clerks was in charge

- " charge " duties were then performed by thesurveyor's staff. This

gentleman was fond of hunting, and in the season generally managed

to be out a day or two in the week. It was his habit to make up the

mail for Belfast late at night , bring the bag to his bedroom , and on

the arrival of the coach about 3 a.m. , hand it out to the guard,

who drove close up under the window. One evening, either because

of rain or of Mr. M-having come to grief, it was found necessary to

hang up his hunting breeches to dry. It is probable they were

thoughtlessly placed near to where it was usual to hang the mail bag

—this , at least, is the only way in which their arrival at Belfast next

morning instead of the mail bag could be accounted for ! I do not

know whether any letters from the Marquis were contained in the bag,

but if any were thus delayed it is not likely that in this instance his

good offices were requisitioned to get poor Hill out of the scrape .

Soon after this the coaches ceased to run , the mails being conveyed by

rail ; and the poor guards ſound their occupation gone, and were pen

sioned . I well remember that a couple who settled in Belfast used to

come to the office at the despatch of the night mail ; and there was

many a sad head shake as it started for the station in a one horse

van , which they called a Shandhradan . Alas ! in their view the glory

of the past had ignominiously departed ! The poor men did not

long survive it .

I had the honour of serving under Anthony Trollope , then

surveyor of the Northern District . He was brusque in manner,

certainly, but he had a kind heart. The latter fact I did not at first

know , as he was held out to the juniors in the service as a terror, and

my early experience of him was not calculated to remove such an

impression . It was in 1857 , and shortly after the removal of the Post

Office to the new building in Queen's Square, that a survey was being

made . The public office and postmen's room occupied a wing of the

building, but neither had been provided with a clock. It was my

duty to record the time at which the postmen returned from

their deliveries , and during the survey a question arose as to the

correctness of the entries , some of which , indeed , had been found

to be inaccurate . Mr. Trollope turned sharply to me for an
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no means SO or

explanation, and I pleaded that I had not had access to a clock .

" But have you not a watch , " he said . I replied that I had not .

“ Then you must get one at once " —with emphasis on the

concluding words. " Certainly , at once , as you so instruct me,

but— ” “ But what ? ” he asked. “ I would prefer to wait till I

can pay cash for it.” A growl was the only reply, and he turned

away.
It is to be remembered that watches were then by

numerous so cheap as they are now, the

expenditure of more than a month's salary would have been

necessary to procure a reliable one. As I had had the last word

I was curious to know what would follow . A day or two afterwards,

however, the Postmaster told me that Mr. Trollope, who had

then gone, had applied for a clock, and that I was to be so

informed . I thought this very considerate. It caused me to form

a more favourable opinion of him , which subsequent experience

only tended to increase ; and I greatly prize and carefully keep a

characteristic letter he sent me some years afterwards. He had been

transferred to a District near London in 1860 or 1861 I think , but in

1865 had been asked to come to Belfast to report regarding a proposed

revision of salaries and staff. He seemed glad to visit the office

again ; and , believing I could count on his friendship , I took the

opportunity of discussing my prospects in the service with which , in

view of a very tempting offer of other employment I had at the time

-the particulars of which I gave him I was dissatisfied . While

refraining from expressing a definite opinion as to what my decision

regarding the offer ought to be, he entered into the matter in a very

friendly, almost a fatherly way, and concluded by urging that if I

decided to remain in the service, it would be only wise for me to

put away all feelings of dissatisfaction and discontent. The interview

was a long one, and I believed he had said all he wished to say ; but

his great kindness was further shown by his sending me immediately

after his return to England the letter I refer to . It is , of course,

a personal one, yet it contains much wisdom, and will not perhaps

be considered out of place in a Magazine which represents a

Department that is proud to have numbered him amongst its staff,

I therefore may be excused for giving it in full.

“ Waltham House,

· Waltham Cross .

" June 21st, 1865 .

“ My Dear Sir,—That which is unsatisfactory to you in the

nature of your position and prospects at Belfast, is owing to the fact
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that you find yourself to be possessed of better qualities for business

than you had , when younger, given yourself credit for possessing, and

not by any means to the inferiority of pay or rank which you have in

the Belfast Post Office . If you will remember what were your

expectations when you joined the Office some ten years since, you

will find that this is so . Had you at that time been assured of the

senior clerkship, with a prospect of an increase to the then rate of

senior clerks' pay , you would have thought the place sufficiently

alluring. That is now your position , and you are dissatisfied , not

because you think that that is bad , but because you think higher of

yourself. Such a condition is very common with men of energy, and

such men must then decide whether they will begin the world again

by placing themselves where a higher career may be open to them in

which there is always risk) , or whether they will accept the moderate

and sure advantages which they already possess. It may well be that

you can do better for yourself, as you are still young , by finding

service elsewhere ; but I think you should endeavour, if you remain

where you are, to teach yourself not to regard the service with

dissatisfaction . That you will always do your work well I am sure,

but it will be much for your own comfort if you can make yourself

believe that the service in which you are has not been bad or

hard to you .

* Very faithfully yours ,

“ ANTHONY TROLLOPE."

I will close these reminiscences by a reference to an old clerk who

had retired on pension when I was very young in the service, and

who continued to live in Belfast. He had been in the service during

the existence of the“ franking " system , in connection with which he

made rather a strange admission. It will be remembered that members

of Parliament had then the privilege of franking letters for their

constituents, to whom , however, the favour was by no means always

restricted . The old man was naturally of an obliging disposition ;

and it having become known that it was usual for the member for the

borough, when at home, to visit the post office almost daily, he (the

clerk ) was frequently asked to receive letters , and when the member

called to request that they might be franked. He acceded to this

request, notwithstanding that it was irregular and improper for him to

In time the number of letters so left greatly increased ; and,

unwilling to trouble the member so much and so frequently, the idea

occurred to him of franking the correspondence himself ! With him

to think was to act . He was a clever penman , and without further

do so .
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delay commenced to forge the member's signature . He succeeded

quite to his satisfaction ; and he assured me that during the period

that elapsed before the advent of the “ penny post ” he franked many

hundreds of letters every year. On my appearing incredulous , he

proceeded to write the name of the member—Sir J. Emerson

Tennent ; and , being familiar with the genuine signature, I had to

admit that the imitation was perfect. He further told me that

because of non -delivery, letters bearing the forged franks were

frequently returned through the Dead Letter Office to be given to the

senders ; and , although they then passed through the hands of his

fellow clerks , and were occasionally seen by the member himself, the

forgeries were never detected .

The old man when in the service had had a free pass on

the Ulster Railway, now part of the Great Northern , and managed

to get it continued for a year or two after his retirement. Although

were very limited , he was , or tried to be, somewhat

of a dandy ; but truth compels me to say that in some of the

means he adopted to gratify his taste in this regard he was not more

scrupulous than he had shown himself to be in the franking of

letters . He had an umbrella , bought second hand, but he

acknowledged to his more intimate friends that it had been chosen

because of its very respectable ivory handle . What the cover was

like may be readily imagined from the fact that it was never

seen unfolded, and that no matter how inclement the weather, the

umbrella was never known to shelter its owner. The old man often

came to the office to have a chat , and sometimes favoured me with

his confidence . One day he recounted an experience he had had a

short time before, and I shall endeavour to describe the incident as

he told it to me. “ You see, ” said he , “ I was having a short run up

the line , and happened to get into the carriage with a parson . I

noticed he had a grand umbrella, with a handle exactly like mine.

It did not take me long to decide to place mine as close to his as

possible, getting it still nearer and nearer as opportunity offered.

Hoping he was not going farther than I intended to go , I awaited

developments with what patience I could . We passed station after

station , but having my pass I did not much care . I kept thinking of

that umbrella, and determined to stick to him . Would you believe

it , however, he kept me hanging on till we got to Armagh. Then he

rose , reached to the umbrellas, and walked out of the carriage—but,

d -n him, he took his own ! ”

his means

R. S. SMYTH .
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RUSSELS was en fête. The National celebration of the

75th year of Independence was calling up all the

patriotic reserves of the populace. The streets were

full of pleasure-seeking natives, country cousins, and

foreign visitors . Illuminations by night, marching bands by day,

and a grande foire by day and night, made life more or less durable

according to the mood of the observer. On Sunday, July 19th ,

the weather — for one day only—was superb ; and all Brussels seemed

to be afoot and abroad. Crowds too were afield for the ride to

Tervueren , or a walk in the Bois offered prospects not to be passed

unheeded, and vied with the more clamorous attractions of the

fête foraine of the Boulevard du Midi . Insistent camelots proposed

the purchase of “ Official programmes ” of which there seemed to be

a multitude of editions , whilst flower - sellers forsook their ordinary

trade in order to vend emblems of questionable beauty. The Grand

Place was the scene of a great open-air religious festival during the

morning ; and it was whilst watching the dismantling of the

temporary altar that I purchased a copy of Le Facteur Belge

and learned for the first time that an International Postmen's fête

was proceeding in the city " under the high patronage of His

Excellency the Minister of Railways, Posts, and Telegraphs. " It

a chance not to be missed ; so I prepared to follow the

programme. During the morning, a reception by the organising

committee had taken place at “ L'Ancienne Bourse ”; and the next

item was “ Meeting and formation of procession " on the Boulevard

de la Senne at 1.30.

At 1.30 there was already a goodly crowd in the Boulevard ; and

by two o'clock the procession was well -nigh the size of the street.

At its head marched the organising committee followed closely by

the Postal Bugle Band of Rotterdam . Delegates were also there

from Rotterdam , the Hague, Amsterdam , Bois-le -duc, Eindhoven,

Gouda, Hulst , Leeuwarden , Maestricht, Middelbourg and Utrecht.

Germanysentrepresentative postmen from Aix -la - Chapelle and Cologne,

and France from Paris , Lille , Tourcoing, Valenciennes, Rousies and

Roubaix , each country and town with its distinguishing badge and

cartel , the men being in their working uniforms. This completed the

foreign contingent; but the Belgian delegates were legion . Each

province had its hanner, each town its cartel, and there must have

was
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been few towns unrepresented ; for the procession was close on a mile

in length . Five bands distributed at intervals enlivened the movement,

and , before the start at least, distracted the listener. But at last the

long line got fairly on the move, and marched over an irregular course

which included the Boulevard Botanique, Boulevard du Nord, Place

de Bronckere, Rue du Fosse-aux- loups, Place de la Monnaie, Rue de

l'Evêque , Boulevard Anspach , Place Fontainas, Rue Marche-au

Charbon , Rue de la Tête d'Or to the Grand’Place, where we arrived

at three o'clock . Here there was some difficulty in obtaining a coign

of vantage whence to see the subsequent proceedings. But this

difficulty was finally surmounted by a judicious pourboire to the

BURGOMASTER AND MINISTER ENTERING GRAND' PLACE TO INSPECT

PROCESSION (JULY 19TH ).

owner of a rather shaky barrow . Mounted on this vehicle—although

at imminent risk of a dramatic collapse — I succeeded not only in

seeing, but, with middling success, in photographing the scene.

The Minister arrived about 3.30, accompanied by the Burgomaster

and his Sheriffs ; and their arrival was welcomed with much blowing of

bugles and lusty cheering. The postmen having formed into four

long lines, the Minister passed slowly up and down inspecting and

commenting. After the completion of this somewhat lengthy

process — during which my peril on the barrow was increased by the

jostling of the crowd—there was a really fine musical performance,

under the direction of Monsieur P. François . First , the Bugle Band

and the Postal Choir performed the march of “ l'Union Postale , " of
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which the words were written by M. A. de Champs, and the music

composed by M. B. Van Perk. If the poetry is not of the highest

order, we can perhaps forgive on account of the inspiration. Despite

its faults, however, your readers, may-be, would like to see it . Our

Belgian colleagues deemed it worthy of translation into Flemish :

MARCHE DE L ' “ UNION POSTALE . ”

Musique de M. B. Van Perk . Paroles de M. A. DE CHAMPS .

Marchons facteurs ! marchons gaiment !

Car aujourd'hui pour nous c'est fête .

Se divertir , c'est le moment,

Et qu'à chanter chacun s'apprête .

Nous garderons le souvenir

De ce beau jour, jour de lumière !

Toujours plus fiers dans l'avenir ,

Marchons tous sous notre bannière .

La Mutuelle a quarante ans,

Vive cette ceuvre si prospère ;

Qu'elle nous reste pour longtemps,

Et chantons son anniversaire .

Frères marchons dans ces sillons,

C'est l'avenir , c'est l'espérance.

Groupons partout des bataillons,

Faisons briller la Prévoyance.

Et vous ! riantes sections !

Fêtons aussi l'anniversaire,

Et dans un geste d’union ,

Fraternisons avec nos frères !

Ouvrons nos rangs, ouvrons nos caurs ,

Que parmi nous, la joie déborde ;

Car c'est dix ans de vrai bonheur,

D'amour, de vie et de concorde .

Refrain .

Fêtons ce jour , bonheur extrême,

Et que ce mot : Fraternité !

Couvre toujours d'un diadème

Tout les facteurs de la cité . ( Bis . )

Following on the “ March , " a Chant de Fraternité ” was sung

for the first time by a choir of 300 voices. This was in every way an

excellent performance ; and its success was instantaneous . A much

higher point of poetry is touched ; and the words will , perhaps, be of

interest to your readers .
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CHANT DE LA FRATERNITÉ.

Paroles de M. Mabille. Musique de L. Demerlier.

D'un bout à l'autre bout du monde

Vole la pensée en éveil .

Elle est lumineuse et féconde

Comme les rayons du soleil.

Comme des vols d'oiseaux

Par delà les mers, à travers les terres ,

Suivant d'innombrables réseaux ,

Vont les lettres légères,

Douces messagères.

Et dans leurs plis légers,

S'en vont les passions humaines,

Les amours et les haines ,

QUINQUIRATIONALE

PROVINCIAL POSTMEN WITH GUIDE (JULY 20TH ) .

Et par elles , les étrangers

Deviennent des amis, des frères

Dont les pensées sont échangées

Par delà les mers, à travers les terres .

L'homme a pu s'asservir les forces naturelles ,

Et par sa science et par sa volonté,

La matière est vaincue et ses plaintes rebelles

Ont cédé sous le joug du maitre incontesté ,

Chaque race en mourant , laisse un héritage ,

Un héritage glorieux .

Et transmet à ses fils, pour léguer d'âge en âge

De ses efforts le trésor précieux .

CC
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Et comme au ciel on voit se lever les étoiles

Lorsque le jour descend, la grande Humanité

Des mystères , déchire à mesure les voiles,

Et seule s'est créée une Immortalité .

more .

The rendering was enthusiastically received ; and the congratula

tions of the Minister were well deserved. At this point , however, my

barrow was slowly toppled over by the surging crowd , and I saw no

But from a safer position I heard the massed bands perform

“ La Brabançonne ; " and shortly after the procession re -formed and

marched for another hour about the streets of Brussels amid a good

deal of sky-larking and boisterous horse-play. It eventually reached

the Salle des Milices at 5 o'clock, where a jury, presided over by

M. Amédée Lynen , awarded prizes for the best things in flags, banners,

and cartels. In a kiosk in the Grand Place a “ Concert-Festival ”

was meanwhile in progress , the various bands taking turns until

8 o'clock , when a "joyous reunion ” took place in the Old Bourse .

The particular object of the Fête, apart from its share in the

general national rejoicings, did not transpire ; but it produced a

regular postal invasion . * During Sunday evening and the whole of

Monday, postmen could be encountered in bands in all parts of the

city, and one felt less like a foreigner in so familiar an environment.

The Bruxellois were exceedingly good-humoured over it all , and

regarded the noisiest outbreak with a benignant smile. When on

Monday, for instance, a band of some fifty provincial postmen

invaded the Palais de Justice and entered the Correctional Court

during the address of the prisoner's counsel , that gentleman simply

waited quietly until they had settled down, and even the prisoner

looked on without any sign of displeasure. As the judge subsequently

reduced the sentence from two months to fourteen days, it may be

surmised that even he was not annoyed by the interruption . When

our good servants are celebrating Independence it would be churlish

to object to such overflows of spirit !

* I have since learned from Le Facteur Belge that the fête was to celebrate

the 40th anniversary of the Mutual Aid Society and the 10th anniversary of the

choirs and bands of the Postal Union . The same paper in its account of the

proceedings, says :

“ Les facteurs belges auraient été heureux que M.le Ministre, dans son discours,

leur promit un salaire équitable et un peu plus de liberté. Alors la fête aurait éte

complète,"

which demonstrates once more the fundamental likeness of postal officials the

world over !-C. H. G.
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The postmen seemed to be enjoying themselves immensely.

I noticed in the copy of Le Facteur Belge, which was being sold

broadcast in the streets with the “ Official Programme ” printed on

its front page, that immediately following the “ order of procession ”

was a complaint about delayed payment of salaries in certain outlying

districts. This added to the homelike flavour. A postal fête

without a grievance would surely be a body without a soul !

C. H. GARLAND,

Editor Civil Service Magazine.

19

POSTMEN IN CARRIAGES : PLACE ROYALE, JULY 20TH .
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The Forty -Ninth Report of the

Postmaster General.

N a leading article on the Forty-ninth Report of the

Postmaster General , The Times newspaper declared that

only those persons who were familiar with the huge

figures of geological time or the vast distances of

astronomical bodies could rightly comprehend the statistics of the

British Post Office. We are inclined to think that, in comparing the

operations of the Post Office with the calculations of geologists and

the movements of the stars, the writer of The Times article may have

intended a criticism and a compliment : a criticism , because we know

that geological changes are the results of slowly working processes, and

postal reforms are not brought about in a day ; and a compliment,

because the regular motions of the heavenly bodies may, to compare

great things with small, be likened to the daily and hourly movements

of mail trains , mail carts , rural postmen , and town letter carriers , who,

in fore -ordained , ceaseless and precise order, rejoice to run their several

courses .

The present Report of the Postmaster General records another

year of almost unexampled progress in every branch of the huge

business which is directed from St. Martin's- le -Grand ; and every

member of the great army of Post Office workers may fairly congratulate

himself upon the part he has borne in bringing about the vast and

important results so prosaically and dispassionately recorded in the

Report and Appendices . We can only repeat our often -expressed

regret that a copy of this annual record is not placed in the hands of

all concerned in the work of the department.

The estimated numbers of postal packets delivered in the United

Kingdom during the year 1902-3 were :

Increase per
Average

number 10Number.
cent .

each person .

2,579,500,000

488,900,000

5'2

99

6143

116

Letters ...

Postcards

Book packets and

Circulars

Newspapers

Parcels

809,800,000

175,400,000

90,300,000

57

3'3

4'3

1983

4'2

21

TOTAL ... 4,143,900,000 597 98.5
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It is interesting to know that with the exception of London , where

about 29 per cent . of the whole number of letters in the United

Kingdom were delivered and where the increase was 7 * 2 per cent. , the

rate of increase for letters was considerably larger in the rural districts

than in the towns. We presume this larger increase is due in part to

the additional rural deliveries established by the Post Office, and in

part to the spread of education. The large increase in the number of

postcards is ascribed to the extended use of pictorial postcards. In

view, however, of the fact that the rate of increase in Scotland was as

much as 17 per cent . , we must demur to this explanation. The

economical Scot no doubt uses a postcard where an Englishman or an

Irishman would send a closed letter ; but we cannot think he sends

pictorial cards which contain less writing space and cost more than

plain cards. If it is really the case that the Scot uses pictorial cards

as freely as an Englishman or an Irishman , we fear the practice denotes

a sad deterioration of national thrift, which is the more to be regretted

since we find from the very next paragraph of the Report that the

trade in Scotch jewellery has fallen off. The total number of express

services exceeded a million , an increase of 17'5 per cent. over the

previous year.

The number of undelivered packets shows an abnormal increase ;

and the Postmaster General comments upon the carelessness of the

public in writing incorrect and insufficient addresses, in using flimsy

covers , in which respect the Post Office itself and other public

departments are not wholly blameless , and in posting unaddressed

communications. It would have been interesting if, to the information

on these points, a statement had been added of the number of

complaints received from the public in respect of packets which failed

to reach the addressees through the carelessness of the senders .

Every officer of the department knows how frequently the public

complain of delay and failures to deliver letters where the fault lies

with the writers . In self justification and defence it would be well to

have a record of these cases printed for general information . The

newspapers are always willing to enlarge upon the short-comings of the

Post Office ; they might be afforded an opportunity of showing that

the department is not always to be blamed when a complaint of delay

or non -delivery of a letter appears in print.

Reference is made to the litigation between the Postmaster

General and the Great Western Railway Company as to the amount

payable to the company for the conveyance of mails over their lines .

They claimed about £290,000 and were awarded less than half that
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sum . The award of the Railway Commissioners has now been

confirmed by the Court of Appeal, and we may assume the question is

finally settled . The case affords an example of the difficulties the

department has to encounter when endeavouring to effect economies.

Railway companies made an excellent bargain for themselves when

the parcel post was set up, and are paid liberally for other services, yet

not satisfied with their present gains are almost greedy for more. In

this instance they have been defeated , but the public who sometimes

wonder why parcel and mail coaches are run by the Post Office on

roads parallel with railways will, if they read the reports of the litigation

with the Great Western Railway Company, better understand the

policy of the department . We notice that motor mail vans are now

in use on some roads ; but the Postmaster General is still doubtful

whether a really suitable motor vehicle has been found .

A section of the Report is devoted to the question of the proposed

periodical post; but the Postmaster General is not prepared to adopt

the suggestion that six ounces of printed matter should circulate by

the Inland post for a halfpenny. He is satisfied that the existing

halfpenny post does not pay. We are glad to see the admission in

print ; and were the whole truth disclosed it would probably appear

that the department loses by carrying postcards, book-packets and

circulars , newspapers, and probably parcels at existing rates.

letter post is the mainstay of the Post Office revenue ; and any further

concessions should be in the direction of the improvement and

cheapening of the conveyance of letters as distinguished from other

packets.

A new agreement with the Cunard Company for the carriage of

mails to and from the United States was under consideration when the

Report was issued . It has since been concluded and published.

committee is investigating the subject of the conveyance of the

Eastern and Australian mails. Some minor improvements in the

Foreign and Colonial mail services are noticed in the Report.

Newspapers and other periodicals from Canada are now delivered in

the United Kingdom without charge , although only prepaid at the

Canadian rates of postage. It has not yet been possible to arrange a

penny letter postage with the Australian Commonwealth. A parcel

service to the United States has been established by agreement with

the American Express Company, and negotiations for an official parcel

post have been reopened with the United States Government.

The Banking business of the Post Office, including Money Orders ,

Postal Orders, and the Savings Bank , continues to advance. During
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the year £45,402,495 were remitted by means of 14,531,424 money

orders , and £32,900,000 by means of 93,268,000 postal orders .

There were 15,250,316 Savings Bank deposits amounting to

£42,217,003 and 6,012,983 withdrawals amounting to £ 41,395,800.

The daily average of deposits is now 50,001 in number and £138,416

in amount ; and of withdrawals 19,714 in number and £135,723 in

amount . On the 31st December, 1902 , there were 9,133,161

depositors with £ 144,605,088 to their credit . The proportion of

depositors to population is i in 4 in England and Wales, i in un in

Scotland , and 1 in 10 in Ireland. The investments in Government

Stock were considerably less , and the sales of Stock were larger than

in the previous year. At the end of 1902 there were 118,696

depositors who held altogether £14,225,617 Stock. The Annuity

and Insurance business does not show much growth , and in view of

the competition of insurance companies is hardly likely to increase .

The business of the Bank shows a profit of £29,809 , and the balance

sheet a large nominal deficit . The Report contains no reference to

the proposed and inevitable reduction of interest to depositors

“ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof ."

The number of telegrams of all classes sent during the year shows

an increase over the corresponding figures for 1901-2 . The totals are

as follows:

Class of Telegram . Number.
Receipts .

£

Ordinary ( Inland)

Press ( Inland ) ...

Foreign

Railway, free

reduced rate

Government, free

75,883,000

6,453,000

7,901,000

1,411,000

30,000

793,000

2,317,834

143,740

376,299

556

GRAND TOTAL 92,471,000 2,838,429

The King's illness and the consequent postponement of the

Coronation account for a considerable proportion of the increase in

ordinary and Government telegrams. On the 23rd , 24th and 25th

June, the numbers of telegrams passing through the Central office

were 201,559, 311,039 , and 314,126 respectively. The highest

previous record was 199,155 on the eve of the funeral of the late
Queen Victoria.

During the year, 347 post offices were opened for telegraph
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business ; and there are now 9,777 postal telegraph offices and 2,352

railway stations , &c . , at which postal telegraph business is transacted .

Underground cables have been extended during the past year

from Stafford to Warrington ; and it is intended to continue them

during the present year to Carlisle, and in some other directions. A

new cable to Ireland has been laid between Trecastell and Howth ,

and several new overhead circuits have been provided . The. Report

alludes to the increasing difficulties of placing cables along and under

roads and streets, and to the risks connected with the extension of

electric light and power cables . It is hoped by the use of a specially

devised arrangement of switches at the Central office to improve

intercommunication between the telegraph offices in London .

The telephone business is rapidly growing. Post Office Exchanges

were established in more than fifty places ; and there has been a large

increase in the number of subscribers in London and in the provinces.

On the 31st of March there were 9,122 subscribers' telephones working

in London , and 7,054 of these telephones were connected with the

Central office. It is anticipated that the limit of 14,000 lines will be

reached at the Central office, and plans are in preparation for the

construction of a second exchange.

The establishment of the Post Office now includes 79,552 persons,

of whom 10,702 are women , and there are in addition 104,043

unestablished servants of the department. It is satisfactory to know

that the health of the staff is good. The sick absence of the

unestablished staff is , as is usually the case, less than that of the

established officers.

The total postal revenue of the year is estimated at £ 15,004,938 ,

the total postal expenditure was £ 10,818,066 , leaving an apparent net

revenue of £4,186,872 . But as the deficit on the telegraph service

(receipts £3,723,866 , expenditure £4,317,371 ) was £593,505 , the

actual net revenue was £3,593,367 , the largest amount ever paid into

the Exchequer by the Post Office. Such a contribution is doubtless

welcome at the Treasury, and is almost entirely derived from the

profit earned on letters . Some day, perhaps, letter writers will realise

that when they affix a penny stamp to a letter they are contributing

nearly a farthing to the Exchequer , and possibly the eighth of a penny

towards the cost of the carriage of other people's telegrams,

newspapers, postcards and parcels. An uniform rate of letter postage

is no doubt simple and convenient, but there seems no reason why a

light letter should not be sent within the limits of a town delivery for

a halfpenny.



389

Congress of Chambers of Commerce

of the Empire.

RECENT visit to Montreal gave me the opportunity of

being present at the Congress of Chambers of Commerce

of the Empire, never previously held out of London , and

as Delegates attended from all parts of the Empire

South Africa , Australia , New Zealand, the East and West Indies, and

all parts of Canada, as well as from the United Kingdom, the

meeting was interesting and important.

The new Fiscal Policy proposed by the late Colonial Secretary

was , of course, the one absorbing subject of discussion . The

Honorary President , Lord Strathcona, and the President, Lord

Brassey, both alluded to it in their opening addresses, the former

with confidence, and the latter with caution , as might have been

expected of an old Free Trader. It was the first subject on the

programme, but as notice had been given of 10 different resolutions

more or less protectionist—by Canadian Boards of Trade, one by

London, cautious, and demanding full enquiry before change, and one

by Manchester, frankly Free Trade, the debate was postponed to

enable the respective committees to agree, if possible, on a formula

acceptable to all .

The French and English in Canada remain separate races ,

clearly divided by differences of opinion , and this was proved in

the first subject discussed,—the defence of the Empire. The

president of the French Chamber of Commerce moved an amend

ment to the proposal of the English-Canadian party, whose exuberant

loyalty would have pledged the self -governing colonies unconditionally

to participate in the cost " of the defence of the Empire , " but declared

that the French-Canadians, while proud of their ancestry, are true and

loyal to the British Flag. He quoted with approval the words of Sir

Etienne Paschal Tache that " the last shot fired in America for

defence of the British flag will be fired by a French -Canadian ,” but

urged that all Canada's revenues were required at present for the

development of her resources, and that , while they would always be

ready to do their duty, and more than their duty, in defence of the

Empire, the colonies should retain the right to decide what help they

should give. An amendment embodying this was finally agreed to
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unanimously, amid a display of strongly marked Imperialistic feeling

a feeling very characteristic of the Congress throughout.

The hall was crowded when , on the second day, Mr. F. W.

Cockshutt, of Toronto, rose to propose a resolution of Canadian

origin , affirming that the " union of the various parts of his Majesty's

dominions” would be “ greatly consolidated by the adoption of a com

mercial policy based upon the principle of mutual benefit,” but

qualified by the important addition of the London resolution, which

urged upon his Majesty's Government the " appointment of a Special

201
2

THE WINDSOR HOTEL, MONTREAL.

Commission , composed of representatives of Great Britain and her

colonies and India, to consider the possibilities of thus increasing and

strengthening the trade relations between the different parts of the

Empire. "

Mr. Cockshutt's was a great speech , full of fire and force, and

most eloquently expressed ; it was evident that the preliminary

discussions had produced their effect, that compromise was in the

air , and that the Protectionists of Canada had begun to realise some

what the difficulties and objections to radical change in Imperial

policy . " The policy would not be wholly beneficial ; it was one of
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beneſt and self -sacrifice . He would be the last to advocate

the change if it would harm the old land . A true friend of

this policy must say that it will be one of give and take. If

Great Britain , and Australia and South Africa, can see nothing in it

for them , let us turn down the proposition, and let us not have

anything to do with it . We desire to perpetuate the Empire.

We in Canada do not desire to ask special favours, that our special

views shall receive special consideration , or say that we will withdraw

from the Union . I make no such threat, and I hope no man on this

floor will . . It is a policy of Empire we want, and I trust in

this debate that we will rise superior to small things," and he wound

up with an eloquent appeal for an Imperial policy, that the “beautiful

dream of a united Empire might not become the horrible nightmare

of a disintegrated Empire.” The motion was seconded by Mr. Cohen,

of the London Chamber, who, while desiring a mutually beneficial

policy, pleaded for a preliminary inquiry, which must be complete,

and include England's foreign trade and the policy of foreign

nations, as well as those of and with the Empire.

Senator Drummond, of Montreal, followed with a fine speech in

favour of preferential tariffs. He pointed out that since a preference

had been given by Canada the imports from Great Britain , up to that

time steadily decreasing, had increased $927,133 in 1898 to

$3,534,000 in 1902 , and that the importation of sugar from the West

Indies had risen also .

Mr. Boulton, of London , quoted Adam Smith against the Free

Traders :- “ Adam Smith , that great Free Trader,said : “ When other

nations adopt a system of tariffs or bounties, then it is the duty of the

statesmen of this country to set up retaliatory tariffs. I want the

Free Trade that Adam Smith propoanded .”

Although a compromise had been effected there was some doubt

as to the attitude of the extreme Free Traders, and the climax was

reached when Sir William Holland, M.P., their leader, rose to

announce that he could not support the resolution unless the first

paragraph were made to include “ industrial ” as well as 6 fiscal ”

needs , and the second paragraph ended with a declaration that

“injury to any part of the Empire should be avoided." Sir William

admitted that throughout the Congress there had been a feeling of

mutual consideration , " a desire to give and take." He moved his

amendment in what was undoubtedly the finest speech of the Congress

--eloquent, closely reasoned, courageous, and yet tactful and con

siderate . It won the admiration of an audience critical, and , for the
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most part, hostile . He made appreciative reference to the speech of

Senator Drummond, pointed out that a preference may be more

easily given by a Protectionist country which " has a tariff wall already

in existence and can easily knock a bit off the coping ” than by a

Free Trade country which must first build such a wall ; warned the

Congress that England might lose her " only preference — the most

favoured nation clause " ; pointed out the danger of a tariff war with

the United States, and said that as Britain and her colonies can only

take 60 per cent . of the cotton goods manufactured in England, a

tariff war might seriously injure her trade . He afterwards said , when

challenged, that he was not afraid of the United States, and would ,

if necessary , " fight bravely ” in a tariff war. A striking feature of the

Congress, so far, was the high calibre of the speeches. There had not

been a poor speech made, and the mixture of Canadian enthusiasm

and the cold, hard , practical facts of the English delegates combined

to make things go with a swing. One vigorous Yorkshireman , who

related how, bom and bred a Free Trader , he had been convinced of

the necessity for a change of policy by the effect of the United States

duty in destroying his trade , especially delighted the Congress. Free

Trade, Protection , and Free Trade within the Empire, all found

advocates, the latter by a delegate from British Columbia , who desired

that Canadian products west of the Rocky Mountains should find a

free market in British possessions beyond the Pacific. Mr. J. Walton ,

M.P., would support Free Trade within the Empire ; and the delegate

from Pretoria, remarking that the Transvaal already gave a preference

of 25 per cent . to the Empire, from which she obtained four- fifths of

her imported goods , quaintly said that they had nothing to export

except gold and diamonds, and “ they can take care of themselves. ” Sir

Edward Buck , of Cawnpore, interested the Congress by explaining the

importance of encouraging India to increase her present considerable

exports of wheat, as the surest insurance against famine by affording

the means of feeding India in bad years by withholding the export.

Another Indian representative, who had travelled 12,000 miles and

represented a territory containing 70,000,000 people , linked the great

dependency with Great Britain as a Free Trade country ; but he

complained that while India loyally obtained 66 per cent. of its

imports from England, the mother country disloyally takes only 25 per

cent. of Indian exports.

As the debate progressed , excitement increased, and towards the

close the chairman had fifty names before him of those who still

desired to speak. At last he called upon his son , the Hon . T. A.
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Brassey, who made an excellent speech , appealing for preferential

tariffs as a means of advancing Imperial Federation .

While Mr. Cockshutt was making a somewhat fiery reply to Sir

Wm . Holland, the chairman rose to appeal for unanimity. “ One man

of conciliation and influence is wanted,” he said , “ that man is here-

Lord Strathcona."

The scene was a dramatic one when the grand old man of Canada

rose, and in a few words suggested the resolution eventually carried ;

it included the words “ and industrial,” on which the British Free

Traders insisted as emphasising the paramount importance of English

manufactures, but omitted as unnecessary the proposed addition

forbidding "injury to any." Mr. Cockshutt and Sir William Holland

having agreed to accept this proposal , it was at once clear that the

sense of the meeting had been caught, and amid excited shouts it

was carried unanimously. The roar of cheering was arrested for a

moment while Lord Brassey spoke ; then the great audience rose and

sang “ God Save the King."

The Canadians took a leading part in the debate , especially

Canadian manufacturers ; but , while holding to their belief in

Protection , they declared that no general change of fiscal policy

should be adopted that was not felt and proved to be for the benefit

of the whole Empire. Many of the facts brought out obviously

impressed the Congress, such as Sir William Holland's statement that

the English cotton manufacturers alone employed a million people,

and that of another delegate that the iron and steel trades in all their

branches find employment in the United Kingdom for one million

and a quarter people. On the other hand, the colonists pointed out

that English exports to foreign countries are diminishing, that

England now spends enormous sums in foreign countries for goods

she might obtain within the Empire, that Canada alone receives

50,000,000 dols . a year in cash from England which she spends in the

United States for goods she would much rather buy from England,

and that the result of the preferential tariff given by Canada has not

only been to arrest the steady falling off in English imports, but to

increase them by over 350 per cent. in less than five years .

Many other matters of interest and importance were discussed by

the Conference, and notably Mr. Walton's proposal for improving the

Consular Service. He mentioned a Consul who, when applied to for

commercial information , indignantly replied that he was a military

man and could not be expected to understand such matters .

agreed that , while there are many brilliant exceptions, it is urgently

It was
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necessary that English Consuls should be better equipped as regards

commercial knowledge.

The desirability of the universal adoption of the Metric System

was affirmed, as was that of cheapening the postage on newspapers

and periodicals from the United Kingdom and from all Colonies

which have not yet adopted the Canadian system , although it seemed

as if Mr. Parkes, of Birmingham , who moved this latter resolution ,

felt that he was leading a forlorn hope ; at any rate he did not grapple

with the objection that the English profit of £4,000,000 a year on

the Postal Service might by his proposal become a deficit, as the loss

of 3,000,000 dols. a year on the American Service has been attributed

by more than one American Postmaster-General to the rate of i cent

a lb. for second - class mail matter, nor did he show that the

advertisement of British places and products through newspapers and

magazines would really be worth so great a sacrifice .

Among Canadians it is a sore point that 80 per cent. of their

mails and passengers travel to and from Canada viâ New York , and

it was certain that the resolution proposing a fast direct service would

be unanimously passed, although an enthusiastic speaker who

advocated “ 25 or even 30 knot boats ” to run throughout the year

from Halifax, N.S. , to Galway, and to convey passengers and mails

from Montreal to London in four and a half days, was so far ahead

of his times as to be scarcely a practical politician .

A very important resolution was that proposed by Sir Sanford

Fleming, another of Canada's " grand old men," in favour of a new

“ all-red ” cable round the globe . He desired that it should be

jointly provided and owned by the Imperial and Colonial

Governments , at a cost of £4,000,000, not so much to earn profits

as to remove present friction , lower charges, duplicate the means of

communication, and so consolidate the Empire. The resolution was

enthusiastically carried ; as was one proposed in strong language by

Mr. Bickerdike , a member of the Dominion Parliament, calling for the

removal of the embargo on the importation of Canadian cattle into

England.

Motions on commercial education , on trademarks , on the codifica

tion of commercial law , and recommending the establishment of

boards of conciliation were also discussed and adopted . The last

was proposed by Mr. Boulton, of London, and embodied the result

of successful experience in the metropolis ; the conciliation is to

be voluntary and not compulsory, but labour unions and trade

associations must be incorporated and registered .
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The work of the Congress thus covered a wide field , and the

discussions , supplemented by personal intercourse between intelligent

men from all parts of the Empire, should do much to increase mutual

knowledge and reconcile differences, and so to justify Lord

Strathcona's closing words:- “ This Congress will live as one of

the most important of Commercial Parliaments."

Visits to all parts of the Dominion were arranged for the

Delegates ; and they must have become convinced of the magnificent

resources and natural wealth of Canada. Her timber area-much

greater than that of any other country in the world-her immense

corn lands still untouched , her minerals, her enormous water power

now running to waste , her splendid waterways, her climate - exactly

designed to foster a strong and hardy race-all fill one with wonder

and admiration , and raise up dreams of a future of truly Imperial

splendour, if the country's development be but wisely directed .

Canadian public works and buildings are magnificent, but strike

a visitor as almost extravagant , in their ample provision for future

growth . Canada's chief need is men , and her second money ; with

the latter , railways must be provided to complete her chain of com

munications. A great scheme for a new line to the Pacific is now

being hotly disputed in the Dominion Parliament ; and it is to be

hoped that this and future similar schemes will be planned and

executed on Imperial lines, and not on those of Canadian party

politics.

By the courtesy of the Montreal people many pleasant oppor

tunities were given of obtaining an insight into Canadian life. Lord

Strathcona and Senator Drummond threw open their fine collections

of pictures to the delegates. The former has also a fine collection of

Japanese curios, and the latter has among his pictures some Van

Dycks and a glorious Franz Hals.

A magnificent Congress banquet , attended by over 500 guests,

was given in the Windsor Hotel, of which an illustration is given .

It was attended by Lord Minto, the Governor-General , who spoke

of " preferential conditions” of trade between England and her

colonies as necessary , and by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr. Borden , the

leader of the Opposition , and many prominent Canadians. The

Premier made one of his fascinating speeches, describing the

banquet as unique, because around these tables are assembled

men from all parts of the world ... living evidence that the

British Empire is a living entity, " advocated preferential trade

relations, but only with the assent of the people of Great Britain ,
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but repudiated the Duke of Devonshire's recent suggestion that

Canada should purchase commercial concessions by the surrender

of some of the privileges she values so highly. The Toast of the

Empire was replied to by Delegates from England, India, Australia ,

and South Africa .

The cities of Quebec and Montreal are full of interest and

beauty and bear distinct traces of their French origin . Ottawa,

Hamilton , and Toronto, are also fine towns full of handsome

buildings and being rapidly developed by an

energetic and progressive race .

The Post Offices at Montreal, Ottawa,

and Toronto, are good and central, but

hardly as large as those in English towns

of similar size. In Canada, however, the

Governments do not control the 'Telegraphs,

and the Parcel Post appears to be a very

small service, the conveyance of small pack

ages being mainly carried on by the express

companies. The sorting arrangements appear

to be very similar in principle to those in

England, so far as I could judge from a few

hurried visits ; but the deliveries are less

frequent in the towns and almost non -existent

in the country districts , although there are

village post offices with good and regular

services. The private box system is still

largely used in the towns in consequence, the

boxes being opened by the renters from the

Parcels from abroad are notPost OFFICE, MONTREAL. public lobby.

distributed by carrier, but called for at the post

office, and given to the owners by customs officers on payment

of the duties.

New inventions and labour-saving contrivances appear to be

readily adopted by the Canadian post office. At Toronto motor

tricycles have been used by the collecting postmen , but are not

very successful; at all the large offices I found an American

electric stamping machine, much faster and more efficient than the

“ Boston “ Bickerdyke ” machines, and at Ottawa a siding

connected with the public electric tramway system takes to and

from the post office a car used for station services and for

conveying postmen. F. SALISBURY

"

or
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To the Gold Coast and Back.

T is not in the ordinary course of events that a man

laying down his official pen in London , takes it up next

within hail of the Equator, and, after wielding it there

for a space, returns home and re-introduces it to its

accustomed inkpot. An experience of this kind is a fair excuse for

recording impressions which may perhaps be of interest to some of

the writer's colleagues. Accordingly, this article purports to give an

account of a journey from England to the West Coast of Africa and

back, some details of the work of the Gold Coast Post and Telegraph

Department, and an impression or two of the conditions under which

Englishmen live and work in that much -abused Colony.

At the outset , a word or two on the means of communication

between Europe and the West Coast may not be amiss . The carrying

trade is almost entirely in the hands of two large firms, Messrs. Elder ,

Dempster & Co. of Liverpool, and C. Woermann, of Hamburg .

Messrs. Elder, Dempster control the following lines of Steamers, viz . ,

the British and African Steam Navigation Co. , the African Steamship

Co. , and the Cie . Belge Maritime du Congo, in all 57 boats, the

largest of which are of 5,000 tons register . The vessels of the two

first-named lines are called after the principal places on the West

Coast, e.g. , Sokoto , Biafra ; the names of those of the third line

indicate their Belgian origin, e.g. , Anversville, Philippeville.

The Mail Steamers leave Liverpool every Saturday, and are timed

to reach the Gold Coast in fifteen days, calling at Madeira (or Grand

Canary), Sierra Leone and Monrovia en route.

The English firm do not confine their activities to shipping. The

African Oil Mills , Liverpool, the Bank of British West Africa, the

Sierra Leone Coaling Co. , and the Hotel Metropôle, Sekondi , attest

the variety of their enterprise ; and the name of the senior partner ,

Sir Alfred Jones, is a name to conjure with in matters West African .

The Woermann line possesses a fleet of 38 steamers, the largest of

which are of 4,700 tons register and have a speed of 13 knots. The

boats are named after the members of the proprietors' families , e.g. ,

Lucie Woermann , Lulu Bohlen . Fast steamers ply to the West Coast

fortnightly from Hamburg, calling at Southampton on their outward

as well as on their homeward voyages . Here , as elsewhere, the

Germans shew their capacity for organization. They claim with every

show of reason that the accommodation and arrangements of their

D D
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larger boats are not surpassed by any boats of other West Coast lines.

The service of the Woermann line is wonderfully punctual, their

officers are skilful and obliging, and the table on board (not the least

important consideration ) is excellent . In this last connection , I

remember that I first tasted such unusual delicacies as Reindeer Steak

and Saddle of Wild Boar on board the “ Alexandra Woermann .”

Cable communication with England is in the hands of the African

Direct Telegraph Company, one of the Associated Companies in the

“ Eastern ” group, with stations at Accra and Sekondi. The charges

are high , viz . 5s . 70. a word from the stations, with an additional 2d .

Henry toward

CHRISTIANSBORG CASTLE (GOVERNMENT HOUSE ), ACCRA.

a word on account of the Government Inland Service from other

places.

The journey out was varied and interesting. There was a full

complement of passengers — Valetudinarians for the Canary Islands :

Military, Civilians, Railway Engineers and Gold Miners for the Gold

Coast ; and Traders for the Oil Rivers. We made Las Palmas, Grand

Canary, which was our first stop, in six days, and there we left behind

us those who had set out from England in search of pleasure or health .

Five days later we called at Sierra Leone. The approach to

Freetown harbour is very fine . The shore is lined with plantations of

cocoanut palms and other tropical trees, whose luxuriant foliage looked

particularly vivid and fresh after recent rain . In the background is



TO THE GOLD COAST AND BACK . 399

the outline of the Lion Mountain , thick with verdure -- altogether a

magnificent landscape. Our next stop is Monrovia, the capital of the

negro republic of Liberia. The steamer anchors about a mile off the

town , the Government boat with the Liberian flag ( stripes and one

large star) waving at the helm , uts off from the shore ; and anon the

boarding officer mounts the companion ladder , and with dignified

composure steps aboard . Meanwhile from the upper deck old

coasters point out the place between the steamer and the land where,

as they tell you , one of the two gunboats which erstwhile composed

the Liberian navy, one night sank peacefully to rest and now reposes.

In a few hours we are off again , keeping within sight of the low

lying Kroo and Ivory Coasts until two days later we reach Axim on the

Gold Coast, then Sekondi, Cape Coast and Accra .

In the absence of harbours on this surf-bound coast , steamers are

approached by native boats , of the size and shape of ordinary ship's

boats, manned by half-naked blacks who propel them with trident

shaped paddles - ten to a boat. It is very striking to see these boats

approaching -- ten dusky forms bending to the stroke , their chocolate

skins glistening in the sun ; and, as they come nearer, the sound of

their weird chanting catches the ear . Their music ranges over a very

limited compass ; and their harmonies are little else than a succession

of thirds ; but there is something strangely fascinating in the echo of

their song as it floats over the water. I was informed that these

boatmen were of a very observant and penetrating nature, and that

the burden of their song --presumably impromptu - usually had

reference to the characteristics which they detected in the physiognomy

and general bearing of any white man who might be their passenger

at the time. I have since travelled several times in these boats ; and,

although I have strained my attention to the utmost, I have never

been able to detect anything to my own praise or demerit, but

generally in broken English a sordid allusion to the pecuniary reward

the singers hoped to receive at the journey's end .

Landing through the surf is never a pleasant experience. In the

breasts of some passengers, especially those of the gentler sex, the

thought of it inspires a feeling akin to terror . Passengers have the

alternative of being let down from the deck into the surf boat in what

is known as the “ Mammy's chair ,” or of climbing down the rope

ladder which is slung against the ship's side. The former way is ,

perhaps, the safer, though the occupant must not mind being dangled

for a space in mid -air, occasionally bumped against the ship's side, and

eventually deposited with a shock at the bottom of the boat. The
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rope ladder requires more nerve ; but the agony is not so long drawn

out . Once in the boat and away from the ship's side the next

excitement comes in the last twenty or thirty yards before the shore .

The black bo'sun guides the boat through the surf with a steering

pole, taking advantage of each succeeding breaker until , with a swish ,

it rushes up the strand . If any misadventure happens in the surf, it

goes hard with the occupants of the boat. Comparatively recently

two such accidents have occurred , each involving loss of European

life .

The territory controlled by the Government of the Gold Coast

Colony extends along the coast for 350 miles and inland to an average

THA

THE SURF : ACCRA.

distance of 300 miles, being bounded on the West by the French

Colony of the Ivory Coast, on the North by the French Soudan , and

on the East by the German Colony of Togoland . It is sub -divided

into three parts which , as regards their geographical position in relation

to the sea coast , and consequently as regards their amenability to the

Government , stand in the following order, viz . , the Gold Coast, Ashanti

and the Northern Territories . Accra, the seat of Government,

contains a white population of 70 or 80, and a black population of

20,000 .

The known history of the Colony dates back to the fourteenth

century , when it was first visited for purposes of trade by the

French . Subsequently the Portuguese , the Dutch , the English, the

Brandenburghers, and the Danes, attracted by the metal which gives
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the Colony its name, as well as by the less legitimate profits of the

slave trade, established settlements on the Coast . In course of time

the influence of the other European nations waned until in 1871 the

English came into unbroken possession of the present coastline.

Since 1871 there has been trouble with the Ashantis (in 1873 , 1896

and 1900 ). Now the military arm holds the country in a tighter

grasp ; and a railway is finding its way into the heart of Ashanti ; and

these influences, together with the incentive to peaceful avocations

induced by the recent development of the gold-mining industry, tend

to make the probability of future trouble remote.

The ethnography of the Colony is worthy of more than the cursory

glance which must suffice here. Several distinct African types are to

be met with . The commonest on the Coast proper is the Fanti, who

is indigenous to the soil . Although he cannot be said to be energetic

or enterprising, the Fanti is quick -witted and shews remarkable

adaptability in assimilating European notions. The more ambitious

among them attain a degree of European education which the

Government or Mission Schools provide and become clerks in the

Government offices. Some even go to Europe for their education and

return to practise at the native Bar. Further inland are found the

Ashantis , a high-spirited race, the terror of the Fantis, who are no

fighters. Less amenable to the influences of our civilization the

Ashanti has arts and crafts of his own which shew considerable skill ;

and specimens of his carved work are in great request . At every

considerable town on the Coast there is a settlement of Haussas, a

tribe of Black Moors, Mohammedans by religion , who, as traders ,

have found their way down from the North viâ Timbuctoo. They

live apart from the Fantis : they have their mosques, their priests and

their muezzins. They are the large traders, the butchers , and , where

horses will live, the horse-brokers and grooms . They make keen and

loyal soldiers ; and the West African Frontier Force , which garrisons

the Colony, is recruited from them , being officered, of course , by

Englishmen. Lastly there are the Kroo boys who come down from

Liberia to do the hard manual work which the Fantis disdain , scrape

together a few pounds and anything else they can lay hands on ,

and after a few years return to their country, as likely as not having

gambled their earnings away.

The white population of the Colony numbers several hundreds.

At Accra Government officials predominate in point of numbers over

the other classes of Europeans which consist principally of business

men and missionaries ; but in the gold-mining district between Sekondi
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and Kumasi, which is being opened up by the new railway, the

employés of the Mining Companies and the traders are in the majority .

The Sekondi to Kumasi railway, which is now in the final stage of

construction , is the only railway in the Colony. After being in

contemplation for several years it has at last been built for the

Government by Messrs . Shelford & Son , of London . The permanent

way has been cut clean through dense jungle over the entire distance

of 170 miles . The enormous difficulties of the undertaking

difficulties of climate, labour and transport - have been overcome ;

and , if expectations are realised , the railway will in the process of

developing its trade resources , give a fresh aspect to the commercial

geography of the Colony.

Such in brief is the Gold Coast Colony at present. A word or

two on its Post and Telegraph service may be interesting. In

parenthesis, it does not seem to be generally understood that the

Department is under the administration of the Colonial Office and

not of St. Martin's -le -Grand. Prior to 1899 , the two services were

separate—the Post Office under the control of a native Postmaster

General and the Telegraphs under a European Director of Telegraphs.

In that year they were amalgamated and placed under a European

Postmaster General , Mr. Thomas Deacon, whom many of us remember

when was in the London Postal Service . Mr. Deacon had not

been long in the Colony when the recent Ashanti war broke out and

added fresh difficulties to the task of amalgamation . The war was

followed by an extraordinary development of European enterprise in

the gold-mining industry ; and again the resources of the Department

were taxed to the uttermost .

There are at present fourteen " European " appointments in the

Department-seven on the Postal and seven on the Telegraph side.

Of these, eleven only were filled at the time of writing ; and when it

is also considered that the allowance for leave ( four months in

England for every twelve on the Coast ) makes it necessary to earmark

one-third of this force as Leave substitutes, the numbers lose some of

their apparent significance.

The native staff comprises 120 clerks , divided into grades. There

is one First grade Clerk , on scale £150 to £200 . of

the lowest grade , the Sixth , rises from £24 to £36 , whilst Learners

receive £ 18 per annum . All above the rank of Sixth grade Clerks

are required to give bonds ; and for this purpose are guaranteed by

the Public Officers ' Guarantee Fund, a local institution sanctioned by

Ordinance and directed by a committee of the senior European officials.

The pay
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I have heard expressions of surprise at the possibility of finding

natives sufficiently well educated to carry on official business on

English lines . The facts are that an education , somewhat on the

lines of that given at English Board Schools, is obtainable at the

Government and Mission Schools . A candidate for Government

employment is required to produce a Sixth Standard certificate. As

there are no such things as Continuation or Secondary Schools, this

means that the ordinary Government clerk never gets beyond this

very limited degree of education ; and , although it is often supple

mented by an unusual share of natural intelligence, still it is not

calculated to make for efficiency as it is understood in Europe.

Considering the low standard of comfort which exists among the

native population the wages of the clerks are distinctly high . This is

to be accounted for by the fact that the counter attractions of the

Mining Companies and the indifference, born of the knowledge that

a clerk who loses his post need have no difficulty in obtaining another

elsewhere, have to be met by giving the Government clerk a status

among his people.

The inland mails are borne by relays of native carriers , except in

the case of the rail -borne mails to Kumasi. Along the coast- line, and

from the coast to Kumasi, there is a tri-weekly service ; between other

places the mails go twice a week or less frequently. Before the rail

way was built , the journey from Accra to Kumasi, now possible in

five days, took the greater part of a fortnight , sometimes even longer,

as in the case of a postman who in July, 1902 , set out on this journey and

straightway disappeared from human ken . The lot of the native rural

postman is, indeed, by no means a happy one ; it occasionally happens,

for instance, that the inhabitants of some village on his walk display

a violent curiosity as to the contents of his bag. If he resists he is

fortunate if he reaches his destination alive . Once there he not

unnaturally refuses to make the return journey unless he is supplied

with fire-arms or at least a police escort .

At the large towns there is a modified delivery of letters ; but

generally speaking the business houses rent private boxes, whilst the

native correspondence is “ called out ” from the window of the Post

Office and delivered to the claimants on the spot.

There is an Exchange of Money Orders, and also a Parcel Post,

between the Colony on the one hand and the United Kingdom and

the other British Colonies on the West Coast on the other. Although

at first sight there would appear to be little connection between these

two different kinds of postal facility, it is noteworthy that the bulk of
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the Money Orders drawn on the United Kingdom are remitted by

natives in exchange for English goods , the Parcel Post lists shewing

that they are particularly keen on wearing apparel and musical

instruments. During 1901 Money Orders to the value of

£26,629 8s . id . were drawn on the United Kingdom , an increase of

58 per cent . on the previous year.

There are also Inland Money Order and Postal Order systems ,

which exist mainly for the use of the natives and of which they fully

avail themselves. Indeed the ease with which the denizens of these

parts are able to spring at a bound , as it were, from the manners and

customs of fetishtic barbarism to the latest devices of civilization , is

one of the many astonishing facts about this astonishing country.

The arrangements for dealing with Money Order cash at out

stations obviate the necessity for the exchange of remittances with

Head -quarters. At the end of each day the Postmaster pays in to

the local Treasury cash received from all sources, and sends the

Treasurer's acknowledgment to Headquarters in support of his

account. All Money Orders drawn have to be listed according to the

office of payment and the list certified by the local Treasurer. Cash

to meet payment at the other end can only be withdrawn on

presentation of this certified list . The establishment of a Money

Order Office at an out-station , presupposes, of course , the existence of

a local Treasury chest.

Periodical visits of inspection are made to out-stations by officers

from Accra. The cross-country travelling is done in a covered

hammock slung on a pole with a cross-piece at each end . The

traveller is supplied by the Transport Department with eight native

carriers - four to carry the hammock and four to carry the “ chop

boxes” and other luggage. Balancing the ends of the cross-pieces on

their heads the hammock -men swing along the tracks which serve as

roads, now through tropical jungle scenery, then through an unsavoury

native village, arousing the harmless inhabitants to animated curiosity,

or again breaking into a trot as they gain the welcome relief of the

sea-shore. The wary traveller arranges his itinerary so as to finish his

day's journey at a town containing one or more white men , for there

he can reckon on a hearty welcome and the best quarters obtainable .

The alternative is to put up at one of the Government rest-houses. I

have in mind a trip which I made from Cape Coast to Saltpond,

during which I put up for a time at the fort at Anamabo. It is an old

white -washed castle built on a rock on the sea-shore , and is remarkable

in the annals of the Colony on account of the gallant defence of its
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garrison of twenty -nine men against the Ashantis on June 15th ,

1806. The record of this episode is worth a passing glance.

Before attacking the fort the Ashantis had put the Fanti

inhabitants of the town to the sword , and darkness alone put an end

to the struggle at the fort. To quote the narrative of Sir A. B. Ellis,

the historian of the Gold Coast, “ Next day dawned upon a horrible

scene of bloodshed and devastation . Eight thousand Fantis had

perished, most of them in the vicinity of the fort ; heaps of dead

encumbered the beach in every direction , or were washed hither and

thither in the surf, and the sands were red with blood . ” The attack

was renewed in the morning and kept up until 4 p.m., when the

garrison was reinforced from the sea , and the Ashantis, who had lost

more than two thousand men round the fort , came to terms.

A.G.D. G. P. COOPER

( To be concluded . )
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Robbing the Bristol Mail.

HE Bristol Mail Services have been much “ in the air "

recently, and particularly as regards the mails between

Bristol and the Southern Counties. A deputation

from the Bristol Chamber of Commerce has waited on

the Postmaster General on the subject, and the phantom of the old

Bristol and Portsmouth Mail Coach has been conjured up to form

a comparison detrimental to present day arrangements.

As the discussion calls somewhat vividly to the public mind the

mail coach traditions of the pre -railway period, it may be of interest

to the community of to-day to learn that at all events they have

fallen on better times as regards security of the mails if not of

better night mail services.

The following particulars relate to a Bristol mail coach robbery

in 1721. They have been gleaned by Mr. Housden, late of the

Savings Bank Department, who is indefatigable in searching ancient

and musty documents preserved in the British Museum . They are

taken from a pamphlet written by Wilson , who was one of the

highwaymen therein alluded to, and saved his neck by informing.

Wilson was a person of education, but some of his statements

are questionable. The pamphlet is full of moral reflections upon

the evils of bad company, gambling, etc. ; it ran through several

editions, so it was no doubt popular. It will be interesting as

indicating the difficulties attending the Bristol mail services of the

period and that death was the penalty for robbing His Majesty's

mails . It runs thus in the heading :

“ A full and impartial account of all the robberies committed by

John Hawkins, George Sympson ( lately executed for robbing the

Bristol mails ) and their companions. WRITTEN BY RALPH

Wilson, late one of their confederates. LONDON : PRINTED FOR

J. Poole at the Lockes Head in Paternoster Row Price 6d . "

The following is an abbreviation of the contents so far as they

relate to the Bristol mails :

John Hawkins was the son of poor but honest parents. His

father was a farmer and lived at Staines, Middlesex . Had a slender

education . At 14 he waited on a gentleman , then was a tapster's boy

at the Red Lion at Brentford ; got into service again , was butler

to Sir Dennis Daltry ; took to gambling ; was suspected of being a

confederate in robbing his master's house of plate ; was dismissed.
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At the age of 24 took to highway robbery ; stopped a coach on

Hounslow Heath and eased the passengers of about £ u ; with

others committed several robberies on Bagshot and Hounslow

Heaths ; was arrested for attempting to rescue Captain Lennard, one

of his accomplices, but was discharged.

Wilson , the writer of the pamphlet, was a Yorkshireman ; became

clerk to a Chancery barrister, met Hawkins at a gambling house, they

became “ great cronies.” Wilson joins Hawkins's gang ; they commit

several highway robberies. Feb. 1 , 1721 , Wilson goes to Yorkshire ;

Hawkins impeached several of his companions and one of them

(Wright) was hanged. Hawkins, Wilson and others robbed one

morning the Cirencester, the Worcester, the Gloster, the Oxford, and

the Bristol stage coaches ; the next morning the Ipswich and

Colchester coaches ; a third morning, perhaps, the Portsmouth . The

Bury coach was our constant customer. ”

Sympson , who was born at Putney and had no education, had

by this time joined the gang. The robberies are continued . In

April ( 1722 ) they went back to their old design of robbing the

mail coaches. They first proposed to rob the Harwich mail but

gave up that design because that mail was as uncertain as the

wind.” They then decided to rob the Bristol mail. Wilson said he

bjected to this plan , but he joined in it . They set out Sunday,

April 15th . “ The next morning being Monday, we took the mail,

and again on Wednesday morning. The meaning of taking it twice

was to get the halves of some bank bills , the first halves whereof we

took out of the mail on Monday morning. ” On Monday, April 23rd ,

Wilson learnt at the Moorgate Coffee House that there was a great

request for the robbers of the Bristol mail. He therefore

contemplated taking a passage to Newcastle , but before he could do

so he was arrested and carried to the General Post Office, where

he was examined by the Postmaster General. He was again

examined by the Postmaster General ( Carteret) the next morning ;

but he denied all knowledge of the robbery. While under

examination a messenger came from Hawkins, who was in prison at

the Gate House, “ to let the Posthouse know that he had impeached

me.” One of the officers of the Post Office then showed Wilson an

unsigned letter which he recognised as being in Sympson's hand

writing, confessing his share in the robbery and offering to secure his

two companions. Wilson then decided to confess. Hawkins and

Sympson were tried, found guilty, and executed 21st May, 1722 .

In connection with this Bristol mail robbery, Mr. Housden , in the



ROBBING THE BRISTOL MAIL . 409

course of his further researches, has extracted the following interesting

particulars from the calender of Treasury papers :

“ Memorial of William Saunderson, clerk, to Sir Robert Walpole.

Says he was author of an expedient to prevent the Bristol and other

mails from being robbed . The scheme seems to have been to write

with red ink on the foreside of all bank notes the name of the

post town where they were posted , the day of the month , and also the

addition of these words, viz . : — ' From Bristol to London ,' etc.

These services (presumably Saunderson's) have been attended with

great expense and loss of time, and no mail robberies have since been

committed . Asks for compensation. Referred 11th April, 1728 , to

postmasters to report.

" May 23, 1728. Affidavit of W. Saunderson , receiver, of Holford ,

West Somerset (probably the same person ), that he sent a letter

subscribed A. Z. to the Postmaster General offering an expedient to

prevent the robbing of the Bristol and other mails, and of the

subsequent negociations with the Post Office ; has never received any

reward . Mr. Carteret claimed the contrivance of the scheme wholly

to himself. May 29th . Postmaster General's report of 17th April

read : “ My Lords satisfied with the report.' Saunderson had no

pretence to any reward . Scheme entirely formed at Post Office

without assistance of Saunderson or anybody else . Saunderson called

in , informed that my Lords adhere to Postmaster General's report,

and nothing more will be ordered therein .”

Stealing a letter or robbing the mail was a capital offence long

after Hawkins and Sympson expiated their offences on the scaffold .

Thus a Notice from the General Post Office on the 24th July, 1767,

issued in The London Evening Post, dated “ From Tuesday July 28th

to Thursday July 30th , 1767, ” recites that

“ Notice is hereby given that by an Act passed the last Session of

Parliament, ' For amending certain Laws relating to the Revenue of

the Post Office, and for granting rates of postage for the conveyance

of letters and packets between Great Britain and the Isle of Man , and

within that Island , ' it is enacted

“ That from and after the first day of November, 1767 , if any

person employed or afterwards to be employed in the Post Office shall

secrete, embezzle, or destroy any letters , &c . , ' every such offenders ,

being thereof convicted , shall be deemed guilty of felony and shall

suffer death as a felon , without benefit of clergy.'

“ Also if any person or persons whatsoever shall rob any mail or

mails, in which letters are sent or conveyed by post, although it shall



410 ROBBING THE BRISTOL MAIL .

not prove to be highway robbery or robbery committed in a dwelling

house, yet such offender or offenders shall be deemed guilty of

felony, and shall suffer death as a felon, without benefit of clergy .' ”

In 1781 there was another robbery of the Bristol mail. The

occurrence is set forth in detail in the following notice which was

issued on January 29th in that year :

“ General Post Office, Jan. 29 , 1781 .

“ The Postboy bringing the Bristol Mail this morning from

Maidenhead was stop't between two and three o'clock by a single

Highwayman with a crape over his face between the 11th and 12th

milestones, near to Cranford Bridge, who presented a pistol to him ,

and after making him alight , drove away the Horse and Cart, which

were found about 7 o'clock this morning in a meadow field near

Farmer Lott's at Twyford, when it appears that the greatest part of

the letters were taken out of the Bath and Bristol Bags , and that the

following bags were entirely taken away:

Pewsey. Calne. Newbury.

Ramsbury. Trowbridge. Melksham .

Bradford . Wallingford. Maidenhead .

Henley. Reading . Wantage.

Cirencester. Stroud. Wotton -under-Edge.

Gloucester. Ledbury. Tewkesbury.

Ross . Hereford . Leominster.

Presteign. Northleach . Cheltenham .

Fairford . Lechlade. Hay.

Aberystwith. Lampeter. Cardigan .

Carmarthen. Tenby . Haverfordwest .

Pembroke. Abergavenny.

Bristol. ( To be concluded .) R. C. Tomes.

GT. WESTERN RAILWAY TRAIN, 1840.
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[We draw no hard and fast line as to the kind of books wenotice ;

but, of course, we give the preference to those written by Civil

Servants.]

THE BETROTHAL OF VENUS. * A poem by James Dryden Hosken .

London , Printed for the author, 1903. Dedicated

Harry Buxton Forman , Esq . , C.B. , as a mark of the author's

appreciation of the interest he has taken in the work .

We have the “ Cornish Postman Poet ” still with us, and his ambition

to excel in fields where the great masters have sometimes failed

to secure victories is not hastily to be condemned. Mr. Hosken has

a musical ear, and if there is an absence of distinction in his verse

it is always melodious ; and he seldom or never strikes a false note.

Here are some dainty lines :

Her short and rustic dress that scarcely fell

To meet her high-laced buskin had a charm ;

Her mountain manners cast o'er him a spell :

And even the rude carved bracelet on her arm

Show'd fairer than a gem ; so wonderous well

Did everything about her make alarm

To admiration , and bespoke a power

A harmony about her every hour.

But it is difficult for any poet at this time of day to treat the old

world story with any approach to freshness, without suggesting here

and there an echo of greater voices ; and Mr. Hosken does not

altogether overcome such disabilities. He proves, however, that he

possesses the ear of the poet ; and we congratulate him on his little

work.

POSTERESTANTE -VERKEHRSWESEN : PROJEKT EINER NEUERUNG .

Aufgestellt von A. Garnier. Neukomm & Zimmermann, Berne.

IMONG European countries Great Britain supplies perhaps the

largest proportion of travellers in this age of cheap excursion tickets

Copies of this little work , of which a small number has been very daintily

printed on hand -made paper at the Chiswick Press, are obtainable of the author

at the P.O. , Chudleigh, ai 25. 64. each .
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and conducted tours ; and the average travelled Englishman has

therefore a good knowledge of the Posterestantes of most countries

with all their vagaries . If his correspondence is unregistered , he

may possibly obtain it at the guichet of the Post Office upon

presenting his visiting card or the envelope of an old letter, or writing

his name ; but it frequently happens that some other individual of

the same name has already swept the board clear either by personal

application or by a redirection order — and there is nothing in the

present state of things to prevent the occurrence of such a contre

temps at the ordinary Continental Post Office. Again , he may be

met with a blank refusal to deliver his letters, on the ground that he

cannot prove his identity. The authorities of his Post Office at

home have not thought fit to adhere to the Postal Union arrangement

which exists to meet in a degree such difficulties, namely that of the

Livret d'Identité ; so that he has no little book to produce bearing his

photograph, signature, personal description , &c . , all certified as

genuine by the issuing Post Office.

The above-mentioned shortcomings of the Posterestante are all

dealt with by Monsieur Garnier in his book . M. Garnier, moreover,

is impressed with the fact that, although the Livret d'Indentité is

better than nothing to the traveller, it does not smooth away all the

difficulties to be encountered at the Posterestante. He points out ,

for instance, that the printed instructions in all the chief languages of

the world which appear in the Livret are useless in meeting the

difficulties of name, personal description, and other indications

written in a foreign language in , perhaps, foreign characters. He

has therefore elaborated a system , which he terms the “ Identity

Mark System ,” and claims that it possesses none of the disadvantages

and shortcomings of the present Postal Union System of Identity

Books.

Under M. Garnier's system an International Office is to issue to

the various Postal Administrations tickets each bearing a number

and a cipher, all the numbers and ciphers being previously recorded .

By combinations of letters and figures the author calculates that 25

million possible Identity Marks are obtainable, and that no difficulty

can therefore arise in supplying the demand the world over . The

especial safety of the system is stated to lie in the fact that the

tickets are devoid of any personal character and have no duplicates.

There is a great deal of merit in the scheme ; and we are inclined

to recommend it for favourable consideration .
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THE JEWISH LITERARY ANNUAL 1903. Published for the Union of

Jewish Literary Societies by Albert M. Hyamson , Hon . Secretary,

102 , Grosvenor Road, Highbury, London, N. Price One Shilling.

This is the first Literary Annual published under the auspices of the

Union of Jewish Literary Societies of which our colleague

Mr. Albert M. Hyamson is the Secretary. Not only does it provide

accounts of the work of the various societies but a selection from the

papers and lectures delivered in connection with them is published .

Among the younger members of the Jewish community there has

existed for some time a growing interest in what we may term the

secular side of their body, in the national movement as distinct from

the religious , and in the literary and philosophical questions which

arise out of such interest . There is a most interesting lecture in this

volume by Dr. Hartwig Hirschfeld on the “ Jewish Conception of

the Universe in the Middle Ages." Mr. Hyamson deals in an

interesting manner with “ Jewish Surnames," and Dr. J. Snownan on

“ The Position of Judaism in the Conflict between Religion and

Science."

EE
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Some Pages from my Diary,

Edinburgh, 8th September — Morning :-It is blowing a hurricane

in Princes Street ; the rain comes down pitilessly between intervals of

bright sunshine, and the booking clerk atthe office of the North of

Scotland and Orkney and Shetland Steam Navigation Company looks

sympathetically at Angelina when I say to him , with an air of

unconcern , “ Two return tickets to Lerwick by this afternoon's boat.”

Outside the office little newspaper boys are selling journals , the con

tent sheets of which show in their largest type such announcements as

“ Severe Gales” and “Wrecks on our Coasts,” and smaller boys than

these are selling, at a penny each , buttonholes of white heather. We

purchase one ofthe latter, and decline the booking clerk's offer of an

insurance ticket , and we telegraph to our friends in Shetland that we

are coming. We have told them so often by letter that we are on

our way, and have never got farther than Princes Street , that our

assurances by post are never believed .

Afternoon :—The wind has dropped considerably since the morn

ing, and there seems a prospect of smooth water , at least between

Leith and Aberdeen . We go on board , and in a few minutes we seem

to be already in Shetland . For the captain , a fine specimen of a

seaman , with strongly marked evidences in his features of Scandinavian

descent, comes up and introduces himself to us. In his eyes, one

department of hisduties is evidently that of acting as host towards

his passengers. He ascertains where they are going, and he expresses

approval or disapproval as the case may be. Thetypical Scotchman

is usually buried underneath a wall of reserve and suspicion , and the

unreserve and abandon of our captain strikes us at once as so unlike

Scotland . I have not been talking to him five minutes before I

know the date of his own birth , his mother's and his grandmother's,

and they have all been natives of Shetland . And to him Shetland

is , as he tells you , the most beautiful spot in the British islands. He

ought to know, for he has visited Harrogate, South Shields, and

Glasgow , and he likes neither the people nor the places . His boat

calls at Orkney, but it is a constant astonishment with him why any

body should book to Orkney. The passenger with only a return
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ticket to Orkney has to face his captain's displeasure at the insult

implied to Shetland in such a booking. The captain has a command

of picturesque, and sometimes quite poetical language, and before we

have started from Leith we fully realise that it is indeed a land of milk

and honey to which we are bound. A poor, weak -looking little man,

who had meekly asked the captain when stepping on deck whether

he was right for Orkney, and who on being questioned feebly

admitted he had never been to Shetland, seemed overwhelmed when

the big Norseman bore down on him with the crushing remark , “ I am

surprised that a man should have reached your time of life and never

visited Shetland.” It has been said that a man who has never read

Homer in the original is like one who has never seen the sea , and I

am sure our captain took a not less disastrous view of those who

stopped short in their travels at Orkney. I felt drawn towards him

at once ; I liked his enthusiasm , his patriotism , his love of his land ,

his little Shetlandism . As soon as we were clear of the Forth , we

sat down to tea, with the captain at the head of the table. Angelina

and I were on his immediate right hand, and a man from Glasgow

and two ladies were on his left. There were about twenty other

passengers . The captain himself arranged the sitting of the table,

and I noticed he was careful to have a goodly supply of ladies around

him . Towards ladies he exhibited a quite courtly foreign grace, and

when one of the passengers chaffingly remarked that this was a little

weakness of his, he proudly remarked that in his land it was regarded

as a strength . The captain had been reading two articles which had

appeared that week in the Scotsman on the visit of Sir Walter Scott

to the Shetland Isles, and he told us how , in his own youth , the

originals of Minna and Brenda in “ The Pirate ” were familiar to him

as old ladies residing at Scalloway. He told us the history of Shet

land , how entirely separate his people were as regards descent and

race from their Scottish neighbours, and how everything connected

with them drew them more closely to the peoples to the east of their

land rather than to Great Britain . The man from Glasgow , who was

an Imperialist of the most up -to -date pattern , resented this view of

the matter, and spoke depreciatingly of the size of the islands , and

the insignificance of the population returns. The captain's point of

view was always more or less poetical, and he never met argument

with argument. Statistics were a foreign language to him . His only

reply to the man from Glasgow was, If you say such things in the

hearing of the men of Lerwick , they will not allow you to land.”

The man from Glasgow introduced the subject of Imperial politics,

and he and I were soon in heated controversy. The captain listened

with interest, and at first with most commendable impartiality. He

was a specialist in the history of Shetland, and had not troubled his

head much about the records of other countries, and his contributions

to the arguments were mainly judicious quotations from Scripture and

the copy books of his childhood. But I could see he was getting

more and more restive under the swagger and jingoism of the Glasgow

He even occasionally went so far as to say “ Hear, hear,” to

66

man .
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some little England sentiments which I uttered, and when the man

from Glasgow made the noble confession that, for the sake of the

Empire, Glasgow would willingly buy a dear loaf and pay a two

shilling income tax, the Norseman almost produced a riot at the tea

table by the somewhat irrelevant retort , that he did not know much

about politics, but if he were ordered to live in Glasgow, he should

pray the Lord that he might at once be taken . Angelina, who comes

from Edinburgh, said “ Hear, hear," and the general rising from

the table was like that which follows sometimes when the ship

enters the open sea from the shelter of the harbour. We reached

Aberdeen about midnight, and lay in the docks until morning.

The North Sea, 9th September: We started from Aberdeen this

morning with a strong breeze and under a very troubled looking sky.

As long as we were under the shelter of the land we were not seriously

inconvenienced , but we drew farther and farther away as the day

advanced . The red granite cliffs of Peterhead were passed, and then

the land receded from us, though for some hours we could see in the

distance the mountains of Sutherlandshire and Caithness. Though

the steamer was pitching considerably a goodly proportion of the

passengers appeared at the dinner table, and the captain skilfully

managed to divert their attention from the immediate future by

following the example of the Daily Telegraph in the silly season , and

he started a discussion on the subject, “ Is Marriage a Failure ? ” He

spoke to us with glowing enthusiasm of the happiness of his own

household, but a morose Scotchman who was eating sparely and was

already beginning to look rather yellow, turned the laugh of the table

against the captain by savagely retorting, “ Ye are nae guid as a

weetness ; ye are nae muckle at hame.” That afternoon we all

realised what the North Sea can do when she is in a wild mood, but

as the wind was partly with us there was some exhilaration in

watching her movement from the deck. A man from Edinburgh

staggered up to me looking pale and wan ; he wanted to claim

acquaintance withme and to thank me for the way I had withstood

the Glasgow man in argument. “ I tell you ,” he said, "to listen to
that man makes me sick .” But at that moment the North Sea

completed a work of which the man from Glasgow had evidently only
laid the foundations. One by one the passengers retired below to the

reading room to look at the newspapers, and at tea time there were

only two present in addition to the captain . I remember the first

time an article of mine was accepted by an editor, and of the pride I

felt at such good fortune ; but vanity of this sort is nothing to be

compared with what a man feels when he realises that he belongs to

the small minority of people who can be called good sailors . The

Glasgow man and I were the sole survivors of our Aberdeen breakfast

table, and even the captain seemed dull and prosy when the table

was not graced with ladies. His cheery question to me, “ Where's

the girl ? " seemed to wait for no answer ; he talked of the shortness of

life, of the few years he could expect to live, of the personality of

Satan, of which he was profoundly convinced - he said without a
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smile that the devil often travelled with him and of the foolishness

of men who heaped up riches and never rested. He was a mercurial

man , this captain of ours, and was as easily depressed as exalted .

One man alone of our number showed no variation of temperature or

appetite. The Glasgow man still ate enormously, and still talked of

business profits and the greatness of the Empire. We reached

Kirkwall about midnight, and for a few hours the ship had rest .

The Atlantic, roth September: We left Kirkwall about four o'clock

this morning with a strong head wind which , as soon as

clear of the Orkney Isles , turned its full fury on us. I rose at five

o'clock and sat wedged in a corner of the saloon deck enjoying the

we were

w

NORTH LIGHTHOUSE , FAIR Isle.

turmoil of the waves. Our little ship seemed to be the sport of these

immense rollers, and there was a certain fascination in thinking that

such was the case . But this was an illusion : we were the masters :

our craft knew its own mind : our captain had faith in her : he came

and sat beside me and commenced peeling apples and handing me

tasty slices, while he discussed the philosophy of life and its meaning

with me. We passed the Fair Isle, and then the captain left me.

He merely said , “ We are now in the Roost : it was the only bit of sea

in which Sir Walter Scott admitted he felt ill.” Here the Atlantic

and North Seas meet in deadly embrace and fight it out . It takes

something under two hours for our ship to cross the Roost, and good

sailor as I am I was relieved when the pitching and tossing were over

at last and the shelter of Sumburgh Head was reached. Behind
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Sumburgh Head, and a little to the north -west of it, rises Fitful Head ,

which Scott has made famous, and we realise that we are in Shetland.

We sail away for some time yet, and then passing the Mousa Tower, the

most perfect Pict monument in the British Isles, we look out for our

friend's house which we know is on the shore outside the town

of Lerwick. What we think at first is a laundry drying ground turns

out to be our friend's garden , and the friends are waving handkerchiefs

and finger napkins. They have taken our telegram from Edinburgh

seriously, and they believe us to be on the boat. The captain tootles

on his whistle, “ They are here, " and then we see that tablecloths are

waved. Weare met at the pier by our friends, and we are in Lerwick.

The captain's face is aglow with enthusiasm and pride of country .

He shakes hands with us, but he does not say good-bye ; he seems to

forget he has travelled with us : he says, “ Welcome to Shetland.”

Lerwick, 14th September : We have been in Shetland four days ,

and I suppose I shall be expected to have formed impressions. I

BROUGH OF MOUSA .

cannot explain it , but the dominant feeling with me is that I am so

very far away. I feel nearer London in Switzerland than I do at

Lerwick . The feeling is not due to any want of civilisation or town

comforts in the place, which is remarkably up to date. I think it is

the thought of the Roost and what it means to cross this piece of

water in a storm which gives the impression of remoteness . The

residents here who are not natives seem to share the feeling with me.

They talk of England and Scotland much as we in England talk of

India and China. Shetland itself reminds me very much of the West

coast of Ireland. Here is the same deeply indented coast line, the

same dark cliffs, the same apparent absence of vegetation and trees.

I was shown what I was told had been a seriousattempt to grow a

tree in Lerwick . It stood alone in a public park , fenced round, and

it bore a notice warning boys of a penalty if they attempted to climb

it . The tree was seven feet gh and it was dead. The country

round Lerwick is a land of peat, and the result is a general

impression of untidiness. In gloomy weather the aspect of the soil
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deepens the gloom ; but in bright sunshine one forgets the land , for

the rocks and waves, of which one can rarely lose sight, demand

undivided attention . The bare but gracefully shaped hills which rise

from the sea have the appearance of mountains, and they change in
colour every hour of the day. We are too late to see the hundreds of

fishing boats which visit Lerwick in the summer, but the few that

remain give distinction and picturesqueness to the water. Lerwick

itself, or rather old Lerwick, is very much in appearance what parts of

Folkestone still are, and in some ways it is not unlike Clovelly.

Villages , where smugglingwas even more lucrative than fishing, found

it convenient to have their front door mats in the sea at high water.

Little regard was paid by the architect of Lerwick for the require

ments of vehicular traffic : her Piccadilly and Rotten Row are the sea ;

if you want to visit a friend you go by boat ; if you want to move your
furniture you send it by boat . The street is just a place to gossip in

3

SOUTH END, LERWICK .

and to market in , and it is all corners . Every town or village in

England is said to have its idle corner where the gossips assemble.

Lerwick should be the paradise of the idler.

I have spoken of the feeling of remoteness which possesses one in

Lerwick , but to a certain extent this wears off when one knows the

place. For instance, twice a day the Central News telegraphs the

newsof the hour to Lerwick, and a brief resumé of how the world is

wagging is posted in the reading room . I think of the hours I have

wasted over newspapers, the pains I have taken to find the thing that

matters in twelve or thirteen columns of a daily journal. But here

the things that matter are discovered for you and the reading

of newspapers can be dispensed with . This is the sort of thing:

“ Severe gales in Channel. Awful storms last evening . Sir John

Blundell Maple passed a good night . Miss Hickman seen at Bury

St. Edmunds. London Evening Paper accused of lying. Letter

in Times denying the statement that a rattle snake has been
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seen in Ireland. Mr. Chamberlain left Birmingham to -day. Stocks

falling ."

Until I went to Lerwick I was not the least interested in Sir John

Blundell Maple. I hold a receipted bill of his for a carpet, but this

is scarcely sufficient to interest me in his illness. I daily watch from

Ultima Thule his ups and downs with profound anxiety. The other

day I said to myself “ If he can sleep through that storm surely

bulletins will be no longer necessary." Yet next day I went again to

the reading room only to read “ No change in Sir John Blundell

Maple's condition.” Évidently he was still asleep.

The printer is demanding my copy ; and I must postpone any

further impressions of the Shetland Isles until another issue. Of my

visit to the West Coast, to Walls and Hillswick , to the Muckle Flugga

Lighthouse , to Baltasound and Bressay, I cannot speak now. Perhaps
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it will be better after all to wait until I have actually visited these

places before I record my impressions, though Angelina's belief in

my journalistic powers is so great that she thinks this reservation

unnecessary.

I must, however, mention that I have visited the Post Office at

Lerwick, and have been treated with great hospitality and kindness

by Mr. Stout , the Postmaster, and by Mr. D. Laurenson, his

assistant. Mr. Laurenson is an old subscriber to St. Martin's; and I

have often corresponded with him . He showed me over the quaint

old Post Office, and told me many stories of the peculiar conditions

under which Post Office work has to be conducted sometimes in
Shetland .

The house I am staying in overlooks Bressay on the other side of

the water, every vessel going into Lerwick from the south passes the

window, and the event of the day or of the every other day is the
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arrival or departure of the Aberdeen or Leith boat. I shall soon be

taking to the boat myself. If I return with my friend the captain I

shall, at any rate, be able to tell him I prefer Shetland to Glasgow.

But though the idle corners of Lerwick attracted me, I somehow think

Kensington High Street has advantages even in this respect not

possessed by her northern rival . E. B.

MUCKLE FLUGGA LIGHTHOUSE .

The most Northerly point in the British Isles
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$t . Martin's LetterLetter Bag

The New Secretary.

'HE vacancy caused by the transfer of Sir George Murray to the

Treasury has been filled by the appointment of Mr. Henry

Babington Smith, C.S.I. He was born in 1863 , and is a son of the

late Mr. Archibald Smith , F.R.S. , of Jordan Hill , Renfrewshire, and
a younger brother of Mr. Parker Smith , M.P. He was educated at

Eton, and after a distinguished career at Cambridge, where he was

placed in the first class in the Classical Tripos (Parts I. and II . ) , was

Chancellor's medallist and was elected a Fellow of his College

( Trinity ), he became an examiner in the Education Department. He

was principal private Secretary to the Chancellor of the Exchequer,

Lord (then Mr.) Goschen in 1891 , and a year later became a clerk in

the Treasury. From 1894 to 1899 he was Private Secretary to Lord

Elgin , Viceroy of India. In 1900 he was appointed British represen

tative in the Council of Administration of the Ottoman Public Debt,

becoming later President of the Council . He married in 1898 Lady

Elizabeth Bruce, daughter of Lord Elgin .

Our Treasurer.

N our last issue we had to announce the retirement of Mr. Sherwin

years in that capacity. We have now to state that, so soon as our

balance sheet for 1903 is completed, Mr. A. F. King will retire from
the post of Treasurer which he has held for eight years. His services

to the Magazine during that time have been most valuable : they have

always partaken of an unobtrusive character, and readers have

perhaps foolishly thought that the Editor “ ran the show . ” It would

be a truer statement of the facts to say that Mr. King ran the Editor.

Every year since he has held the post Mr. King's balance sheet has

shown a surplus; but we are quite certain that, if it had been his

duty to record a deficit, he would not have been perturbed nor would
he have lost his faith in our capacity to do great things . His

persistent belief in us has indeed kept us alive, and has stimulated

us to do our best. In certain Imperial Cabinets of recent times it is

understood that there have been serious difficulties with respective

Chancellors of the Exchequer, who in their turn have spoken freely

and strongly to their colleagues. In the Cabinet of St. Martin's the

Chancellor has spoken freely, but his language has always been

parliamentary ; and no Editor or Assistant Editor has once upset his

urbanity. We part from him with great regret .

Mr. Arthur G. Ferard of the Secretary's Office has kindly

consented to occupy the vacant post.
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Australian Mail Service.

E alluded in our last number to the circumstances in which

the Postmaster General has found it necessary to serve the

Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, and the Orient

Steam Navigation Company with notices to terminate the present

Eastern Mail Contracts, and incidentally to the despatch which the

Secretary of State for the Colonies addressed to the Commonwealth

Government on the subject.

The Federal Government has, we learn , now replied to Mr.

Chamberlain's letter ; and it is clear that Australians are united in the

determination to have no part in any future contract for the convey

ance of Mails unless it be a condition of that Contract that white

labour only shall be employed by the Contractors . This prohibition

of the employment of coloured labour is of course directly aimed at

our Indian fellow subjects , large numbers of whom are employed by

the two great Steamship Companies referred to above .

Mr. Chamberlain made it quite clear that, — “ Even if the service

were one upon which His Majesty's Indian subjects had not hitherto

been employed, it would destroy the faith of the people of India in the

sanctity of the obligations undertaken towards them by the Crown if

the Imperial Government should become in any degree whatever

parties to a policy of excluding them from it solely on the ground of

colour. But where they have already been employed in the service

for a long period of years, to proscribe them from it now would be to

produce justifiable discontent among a large portion of His Majesty's

subjects," and further that " His Majesty's Government deeply regret

that their feeling of obligation in this matter is not shared by the

Parliament of the Commonwealth, and that in regard to a matter

which cannot affect the conditions of employment in Australia, and in

no way affects that purity of race which the people of Australia justly

value, they should have considered it desirable to dissociate themselves

so completely from the obligations and policy of the Empire."

The Australian Government apparently does not refer to this

question of obligation in its reply. It claims, however, that , in dis

couraging the employment of coloured seamen , it is indeed aiming at

the preservation of purity of race among the people of the Common

wealth , and the encouragement of the British race to recruit for the

mercantile marine, and that it is thereby acting with a far truer regard

for the real interests of the Empire than if it had continued to look

with favour upon the employment of coloured seamen from among

whom it would be impossible to replenish the crews of our warships in

time of trouble . As regards the latter claim , we fear that it is inad

missible unless it is proposed to compel the contractors to employ none

but British subjects as white seamen .

Mr. Leyland in his evidence before the Select Committee on

Steamship Subsidies gave it as his opinion that the Englishseaman is

unexcelled by any sailor afloat when he is in his reasonable state of

mind, which unfortunately, in view of his intemperance, is not often.

He added that for this reason , compared with some of the Scandinavian
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and other foreign sailors , the British tar is not a desirable man , and

that , if the condition on which a subsidy was granted was that only

British Seamen were to be employed, the rate ofwages would become

so high by reason of the scarcity of available hands that the matter

would be prohibitive . If any weight is attached to Mr Leyland's

evidence, and it must be admitted that , as a shipowner, he speaks with

knowledge, we fear that Australia's position is not sound ; and we are

tempted to ask whether the Commonwealth is prepared to pay the

piper.

Captain R. Patton Jenkins, R.N.

E have to record with deep regret the death of Captain R.

Patton Jenkins, R.N. , formerly Nautical Assistant to the

Controller of Packet Services, on Thursday the 27th of August. A

portrait and a full account of the life of Captain Jenkins was given at

page 185 of Vol. VIII . of the Magazine ; and it only now remains for

us to say with what grief his many old friends realize that they are to

see his kindly face no more .

Mr. “ Punch " and Postal Reform .

UNCH ” has it that the Postmaster General is now considering

the following schemes, which have been elaborated with the

accustomed brilliancy of our witty contemporary :

(1 ) Agricultural Parcel Post. - Owing to agricultural depression

our farmers cannot afford to hire men to drive their beasts to market.

It is suggested that the lightly -worked rural postman be employed

for this work. A graduated scale of charges would be necessary :

bulls, 2s . 6d . , cows, is. , pigs, 3s . 6d . , and goats , 5s . Stamps would be

purchased and affixed to the beasts by the senders . Any beast dying

in transit, or licking or otherwise destroying its stamps, would be

charged for at the ordinary rate of id . for every four ounces. In the

case of ferocious beasts a registration fee of 4d ., payable in advance,

would be required .

( 2 ) Blacklisters' Post. - Any lady or gentleman who has spent the

evening in genial society and finds her- (or him-) self unable to return

home may call at a post office, and on filling up a form stating name ,

age , weight, and quantity of alcoholic refreshment consumed during

the last twelve hours , and affixing to the said form a sixpenny stamp,

will be conducted home by a telegraph messenger.

assaulting messengers will be charged double postage . If the postee

should become incapable of walking, the messenger will be authorised

to convey him home by cab , but in such a case the ordinary letter fee

of id . for four ounces will be charged . It is believed that this post

will not onlybe a public convenience, but that the alcoholic statistics

gathered by its means will prove of immense value.

( 3 ) Authors' Post . - In consideration of the impecuniosity of this

important class the Postmaster General is about to order that all manu

scripts rejected by editors pass through the post free. Mr. HENNIKER

HEATON calculates that this will cause a deficiency in the postal

revenue of about a million per annum , from which interesting fact we

All persons
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may gather that each man , woman and child in the United Kingdom

has on the average six manuscripts rejected yearly.

(4 ) Algernon Ashton Post.--On account of Mr. ALGERNON

Ashton's great services in the noble cause of tomb renovation it is

suggested that all letters addressed by him to editors and endorsed on

the envelope “ Tomb ” should pass through the post free. This will

merely cost the nation the bagatelle of £ ico a year.

( 5 ) Organ -Grinder's Pillar Box.—The Postmaster General has

under consideration a scheme by which all organ -grinders will be com

pelled to carry a letter-box affixed to their instrument. By this means

an instrument of torture will be converted into one of public utility .

It is believed that with a little training the monkeys could be taught

to make a house-to -house collection . If successful the scheme may be

extended to ice -cream barrows .

( 6 ) Anonymous Letter Post. - As the Postmaster General under

stands that the writers of anonymous letters suffer because they are

unable to see the agony of the recipient, he has formulated a scheme

which will obviate this difficulty. On payment of an extra fee of 6d .

the postman will be instructed to deliver the letter only into the hands

of the addressee and to wait till he opens it . He will then note on an

official form any contortions of countenance , profane expressions or

other interesting circumstances. This form will in due course be

forwarded to the sender of the letter .

( 7 ) Suppression Department.— The most important reform will,

however , involve the creation of a new department. Certain members

of the community have laid before the Postmaster General a consider

able grievance. Their correspondence consists entirely of bills,

solicitors ' letters , county-court summonses, admonitory letters from

relatives , and other objectionable matter. The new department will

solve this difficulty. On payment of a fee of 5s . at any post office, any

person may be placed on the Postal Black List . All postal communi

cations received for him will be destroyed at the Post Office unopened.

Conference on Wireless Telegraphy.

E learn from the Times that an international conference on

wireless telegraphy was opened on the 4th of August at the

Imperial Post Office in Berlin. The conference was attended by

Government officials and naval and military officers representing

Great Britain , France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy , Russia,

Spain , and the United States . Great Britain was represented by

Mr. J. C. Lamb, C.B., C.M.G. , Mr. J. Gavey, C.B. , and Mr. R. J.

Mackay , of the General Post Office, Captain H. L. Heath , R.N.,

Lieutenant C. R. Payne, R.N. , and Col. R. L. Hippisley.

The conference was opened by Herr Kraetke, the Imperial

Secretary of State for the Post Office, who said that wireless

telegraphy had already attained a high degree of importance as a

means of communication at sea and between passing vessels and the

shore. He pointed out that wireless telegraphy was the result of the

intellectual labours of men of science in almost all the countries

W
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represented . The task of the conference was to make a clear road

for the further extension of wireless telegraphy in order that, all

special interests being set aside, the new means of communication

might gradually develop to the common benefit of all seafaring

peoples. This could only be brought about by the harmonious

co-operation of the States interested in the shipping trade.

The debate was then opened by Herr Sydow, the Under-Secretary

of the Imperial Post Office, who laid the German proposals before

the conference. No report of the proceedings has been published ;

but it is stated that the object of the conference was to ascertain the

feeling of the Powers represented as to the international regulation

of wireless telegraphy.

The Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company contend that the aim

of the Conference was to secure for a German Company advantages

which it has failed to obtain in fair business competition, and that, if

an attempt is made to compel them to interchange messages with the

so -called systems of other companies, the good organization of

Marconi will be jeopardized or ruined by working in conjunction with

the inferior apparatus of companies which have not even an elementary

knowledge of the business with which they are attempting to deal ;

and the Company calls upon the British Government to resist any

movement to deprive them of the advantages which they have fairly

won in open competition.

According to the Cologne Gazette a series of resolutions was

adopted which , without binding the Governments represented , will

serve as a basis for future discussion . The most important, providing

that all coast stations shall receive and transmit all telegrams from

vessels at sea by whatever system they may be dispatched , was

incorporated in a protocol which was signed by the representatives

of Germany, Austria-Hungary, France, Russia , Spain , and the

United States. The British and Italian representatives, for various

specified reasons, did not sign the protocol.

Dover and Calais Mail Service.

associated itself in the mind with some of the systems south

of the Thames. The South Eastern and Chatham Railway Company's

services, for example, have never been quoted as models to be followed

by other undertakings which cater for the travelling public. No

reproach , however, can, we believe, be addressed to this Company in

connexion with the steamship services which it maintains between

the United Kingdom and France. No effort is spared to keep the

steamers in first class condition ; and every satisfaction is understood

to be given to the Post Office with which the Company is under

contract to convey the Mails between Dover and Calais.

Many experiments have been made from time to time by the

Company with a view to rendering the passage of the silver streak

speedy for the mails and at the same time comfortable for passengers.

The fantastic twin -ship the “ Calais- Douvres " is doubtless well



428 ST. MART
IN'S

LETT
ER

BAG .

remembered , as are also the claims made on her behalf that

passengers travelling by her would be immune from sea -sickness.

This ship has long disappeared from the service ; and such vessels as

the “ Samphire" (the first Channel Packet to be constructed of steel),

the “ Breeze," the “ Maid of Kent,” the " Petrel ,” and the “ Foam "

have followed in her wake to make room for ships which conform to

the altered conditions of the French and English ports and fulfil the

requirements of present day travelling.

The “ Lord Warden," the “Calais , " the “ Dover, " the " Empress, "

the “ Victoria," and the “ Canterbury ” have been in the running for
some time past, and are excellent boats in many respects. Their

stars have now, however, begun to wane ; and it will not be long

perhaps before their paddle wheels are everlastingly at rest ; for the
Queen ” has appeared on the scene . As our readers are perhaps

aware the “ Queen ” is built with engines on the turbine principle ;

and she is by far the largest steamer of the kind yet built . She is a

beautiful vessel ; and no expense has been spared in making what has

been called “ the last word in cross-channel steamer construction

a success. She was built on the Clyde , and performed her first trip

between this country and France on Saturday the 27th of June. At

one time during the trip the “ Queen ” was said to be steaming over

22 knots . She is now regularly performing the midday service to

Calais, and is reputed to have become the most popular boat on the

line .

Mr. J. D. Rich.

N the 18th of July, 1903, there passed away in the 78th year of

his age, Mr. J. D. Rich , J.P. , the ex-Postmaster and Surveyor

of Liverpooland District. He retired in 1895 from that important

position which he had held for over 20 years . Since 1900 he had

been in failing health ; and latterly he had been residing with his only

surviving son , the Rev. L. J. Rich , M.A. , vicar of St. Thomas's

Church , St. Helen's . His daughter, Miss Mabel Rich , also survives

him ; and much sympathy has been expressed for his children in

their bereavement .

Mr. Rich was an exceptionally able officer of the department,

which he served most zealously and with intense devotion to its best

interests. He entered the Postal Service in 1842 as a clerk at Bristol ,

and was soon raised to the post of “ President” ofthe sorting office

there . In 1848 he was transferred to Bath as Chief Clerk, and there

met that amiable lady, Miss Musgrave, daughter of the Postmaster,

whom he married . In 1855 he was promoted to the Chief Clerkship

at Manchester, where he had a very trying period of work in

re-organising the duties , etc. , of that office. New fittings were designed :

a new system of accounts devised ; and the staff trained to work the

new régime. There , for the first time in the provinces, the letters for

London were sorted for the respective Metropolitan District Post

Offices, thereby saving much time in London . While at Manchester

a Departmental Committee sat to consider the desirability of extending

ON
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the London District system ; and Mr. Rich was the only provincial

officer on that Committee .

In 1865 Mr. Rich , at the wish of the then Postmaster, Mr.

Greaves-Banning, was removed to Liverpool as Controller, and many

improvements in methods of working the Sorting Office there were

carried out , the most important , perhaps, being the initiation of a

Rotating Scheme of Duties and Attendances—an arrangement which

has since been generally adopted at other large Post Offices.

Among the principal changes which were made during his

Postmastership was the introduction in 1883 of the Parcel Post .

This necessitated the organizing of an entirely new additional force,

and the rearrangement of the mail cart and van services throughout

his district . Indicator tablets on Post Office Letter Boxes , showing

the time of the next collection , were sanctioned on his recommendation;

and after trial at Liverpool they were adopted throughout the United

Kingdom . Another change of no little value was the provision made

for opening letter boxes at town sub -offices from the outside so that

late and early morning collections could be made without disturbing

the Sub- Postmasters . The splendid new Post Office is also , in the

main , due to his strong and persistent advocacy ; and it was a great

satisfaction to him to see it begun and finished .

No man in the service had a greater or more varied experience, a

more thorough knowledge of details , and greater administrative ability

than the late Mr. Rich . Indeed , it is certain no provincial Postmaster

ever did such yeoman service, not only in developing the Post Office

business in all its numerous branches, but also in materially helping

by his persevering advocacy to secure a greatly improved status for pro

vincial officers generally, which his predecessor, Mr. Greaves-Banning ,

also strongly advocated . It may be truthfully said that there is no

provincial city or town which has had, for so many years, its postal and

telegraph accommodation so complete as that enjoyed by Liverpool .

True, the inception of the District Post Office Scheme dates prior to

Mr. Rich's advent as Postmaster ; but the development and vigorous

adaptation of that scheme to the evergrowing requirements of the

city must be credited largely to him . In saying this , the great services

of his predecessor and the excellent work of many of Mr. Rich's able

assistants, cheerfully and loyally rendered, are not lost sight of.

Mr. Rich always endeavoured to instil into his staff an intelligent

appreciation of their interest and responsibility as officers of the

department, encouraging, suggesting, and patiently revising their work .

He was widely known among the Postal officials for his fertility of

resource, his conscientious and strong sense of duty, which enabled

him to overcome many obstacles ; and all this is the secret , it is

thought, why the Liverpool Post Office, under such a Chief, has

enjoyed a marked position in regard to the number of officers it has
furnished as Postmasters to other towns, as the following list of

appointments from its staff during his term of office ( 1875 to 1895 )

indicates :-( 1 ) To Altrincham (£ 150) , then to Margate (£300) , ( 2 )

Wigan (£300) , ( 3 ) Berwick ( £,200), (4 ) Bromsgrove ( £ 130 ), then to

FF
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Newcastle, Staff. ( 5 ) Newcastle-on -Tyne (£800) , ( 6 ) Warrington

(£350) , ( 7 ) Wolverhampton ( £ 500 ), then to Cardiff (£700 ) , ( 8 )

Colne ( £ 125 ), then to Hawkhurst and St. Helens ( £ 340 ), ( 9 )

Northwich (£200) , then to Staines, Buxton and Bury (£340 ), ( 10)

St. Neots ( £ 140), then to Huntingdon ( £ 248 ), (11) Chatham ( £ 300),

then to Coventry (£460) , ( 12 ) Bingley ( £ 150 ), then to Ormskirk

(£ 188) , ( 13 ) Preston ( £,600 ), then to Derby, Hull and Leeds (£800) ,

(14) Wrexham ( £, 275), then to Crewe (£350) , ( 15 ) Woolwich (4400),

then to Lincoln and Bournemouth (£500 ) , ( 16 ) one officer was also

appointed Chief Clerk at Manchester (£600 max.) and subsequently

Postmaster of Hull (£700) .

Liverpool men trained for many years under Mr. Rich have also,

since his retirement, been appointed to the undermentioned Post

masterships :-(a ) To Southampton ( 4,675), ( b) Rhyl (£300) , then

to Lancaster (£390 ), (c) Birkenhead ( £ 450), (d ) Salisbury ( £.450),

( e) Alnwick (£230) , then to Warwick (4280) , ( f ) Bletchley (£350) ,

( 8) Bridgend (£270) , (h ) Shrewsbury (£550) .

It is due to Mr. Rich to say that it was, some 40 years ago, owing

to the well-directed efforts of himself and a few provincial officials,

with whom he had connected himself for the purpose, that pensions,

which had previouslybeen reserved for established officers in London,

Edinburgh , and Dublin, were extended to established officers in the

provinces.

Hewas frequently called upon to act as a member of Departmental

Committees

On his retirement from the service, several parting gifts were

presented to him , viz., ( 1 ) A Library Table, together with chairs and

silver candlesticks , a case of table silver, and a Dessert Service by

officers of every grade in the Liverpool District and including officers

formerly attached to Liverpool: ( 2 ) A silver Salver by officers in the

Isle of Man : ( 3 ) A rosewood English clock with a set of chiming

gongs by some old Post Office friends in London ; (4 ) A silver Tray

and purse of money ( 200 guineas) by the citizens of Liverpool.

When the last -named presentation was made, the President of the

Chamber of Commerce expressed the gratitude of the commercial

public to Mr. Rich , and paid tribute to his great powers of organization

and management, grasp of detail , and equal receptivity.

There was no Imperial Service Order in 1895 ; but the Chancellor

of the Duchy of Lancaster conferred, perhaps, a greater honour upon

him by placing his name on the Commission of the Peace for the

City of Liverpool.

T.H. & J.W.

By the death of Mr. J. D. Rich on the 18th of July, there passed

awayone of the most prominent of the provincial Post Office men of

the first fifty years of the Penny Post.

An account of his work in Liverpool is given by one closely

connected with him there ; but I may add a few words as his successor

and as one who frequently met him elsewhere . At the Surveyors'
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meetings formerly held two characteristics were very marked in Mr.

Rich — his thorough knowledge of every detail of the work in a

provincial office, and his intense pride in and love for his own office.

He was essentially a practical man , knowing exactly what could be

done and how to do it ; and this knowledge, backed by an acute mind
and considerable resourcefulness, made him a power in discussing

proposed changes or developments. Those who did not agree with

his opinions recognised the value of his experience, and felt that his

objections must be listened to and his arguments answered ; and he

was able to exercise a considerable influence in the decision of many

questions . His devotion to Liverpool was whole-hearted ; he was

convinced that his own office and work were of permanent importance,

that the Liverpool practice was the best , and the views there held the
wisest . His conviction that Liverpool was the school and model for

the whole country was absolutely sincere, and was founded on the

consciousness that he knew his work and had done it well.

It was only after taking up the work on his retirement that I fully

realised how reasonably proud he was of the organisation he had

created . I found arrangements complete and well thought out in

every detail, checks and counter-checks thoroughly applied, and the

machine working altogether smoothly.

He was in one respect a difficult and in another an easy man to

follow ; and I do hismemory bare justice in placing it on record that

the efficiency, still , I believe , to be found, is largely due to a continued

building on the lines he laid down .

Two instances of Mr. Rich's foresight occur to me ; and , although

in neither case was his advice taken , few will deny that he was right in

each. Shortly after telephones were brought to England from America,

he urged that they were more than-as some suggested-a mere

scientific toy, and pleaded that, if a general Post Office telephone

system was impossible, he might at least be permitted to demonstrate

the value of the new means of communication, and the importance of

not allowing it to fall into private hands, by establishing, experimentally,

an exchange in Liverpool. If he had been allowed to do this , many

subsequent difficulties would have been prevented.

The second instance was local ; but the soundness of his judgment

is equally obvious. Over twenty years ago the necessity for a new

Post Office in Liverpool had become urgent ; and Mr. Rich obtained

the consent of the owners to sell for the purpose a site that combined

many advantages . It was large , close to the principal railway station ,

fronted an open space, and a fine office there would have been an

effective ornamentto the city by completing a circle of magnificent

public buildings . The economical spirit , however, prevailed ; and he

had the mortification of seeing a large sum of money wasted in

ineffectively patching an obsolete building. A far larger sum has since

been expended in buying a less desirable site on which a really

handsome building has been buried between tall warehouses in narrow
streets.

So strenuous and energetic an administrator could not but exert a
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powerful influence on those about him , and this is clearly seen in many

men, selected and trained by Mr. Rich,still occupying important posts

in Liverpool and elsewhere. A method , and a thoroughness in respect

to detail, distinguished them ; and his personal influence may often be

traced in men who are probably unconscious of their debt .

A keen fighter, he never shirked controversy; and, although a

somewhat stiff official manner may occasionally have embittered this ,

it is pleasant to know that it ended with his retirement, and that a

great number of those who had known him gathered round his grave .

some having travelled a considerable distance for the purpose.

In personal intercourse he was genial and entertaining. He loved

books , remembered what he read, and was well informed on many

subjects. One who knew him intimately says : — “ He was one of the

cultivated men I have known in the Post Office, that is men who have

not only understood the higher qualities in literature, but have applied

them in conversation and letters .” This illustrates one phase of a

private life not to be described in detail , but revealing high qualities ,

not perhaps suspected by those who knew only the keen and zealous

official, and producing happy results. * ..16 : ? ..

F. SALISBURY .

[A portrait of Mr. Rich appeared at page 68 of our 6th volume . ]

A Gold Coast Tragedy.

E have lately been shown some amusing specimens of Gold

Coast correspondence. One of the letters has found its

way into The Daily Chronicle, where it appears in the accompanying

setting :

“ The imitative faculty is the most valuable mental gift which a

Civil servant can possess, as his success largely depends upon his

ability to repeat official formulæ and to write documents in the style

of his superior who will sign them . Negroes are admirable imitators ;

and they make excellent Civil servants . Here is a letter from a Gold

Coast postman to his postmaster :

Dear Master,—I have the pleasure to regret to inform you that

when I go bath this morning a billow he remove my trouser. Dear

Master, how can I go on duty with only one trouser. If he get loss

where am I ? Kind write Accra that they send me one more trouser

and so I catch him and go duty. Good -day Sir . My God , how are

you ? Your loving corporal, Ja . '

Note how readily the man adopts not only official phrases but

what is probably the unofficial language of his postmaster."

We have only to add by way of explanation that the official

allowance of trousers to Gold Coast Postmen is two pairs per year.

New Zealand Post Office Report, 1902.

“ THE
HE business was highly satisfactory, the receipts exceeding

those of any previous year .” This is the opening sentence of

the Colonial Postmaster General's annual report to the Governor of

New Zealand in which he has the pleasing duty of explaining how the

W
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revenue exceeded the expenditure by £37,284 . The postal, as

distinguished from the telegraph, side of the service is responsible

for this excellent financial result ; for, although the telegraph revenue

has increased abnormally, the large addition to the staff, necessitated

by the additional traffic, resulted in the expenditure still exceeding

the receipts.

The different character of postal and telegraph business is

illustrated by the fact that whereas £21,507 more postal revenue

was collected than in the preceding year, and was coupled with an

increase of salaries of £6,792 , on the telegraph side the figures were ,

increase of revenue £ 15,018, increase of salaries £ 11,930, that is to say

the postal increase cost 31.58 per cent . for salaries against 7944 per

cent. for the telegraph increase.

There was a decrease in the number of money orders issued ,

and also of newspaper packets dealt with , the first being due to the

attempt to suppress the notorious Tasmanian Racing Lotteries, and

the latter being probably attributable to the fact that the close of the

war in South Africa has led to less stirring times .

The chief feature of the whole year's work is the record

expansion of Savings Bank transactions . In order to show how the

Bank has increased in popularity the Postmaster General has made a

comparison between the figures of the past year and 1892. The

number of deposits has increased during this period from 186,945 to

411,215 , i.l. , 120 per cent . , and the amount deposited from

£1,878,270 to £ 5,069,619, or 170 per cent. The amount at the

credit of depositors increased from £2,863,670 to £6,883,787 , or

at the rate of 140 per cent ; and the average balance of each

depositor from £25 gs . to £30 5s . 3d . The funds of the Bank

are invested in the name of the Postmaster General in various

securities which bear interest at rates of from 3 to 51 per cent .

The Colony , says the Report, is to be congratulated on the

consummation of that highly important undertaking, the Pacific

Cable. The cable, which was opened for traffic between New

Zealand and Australia and Fiji on the oth of April , 1902 , was

completed to Bamfield, Vancouver Island , on the 31st of October,

and opened for international business on the 8th of December.

Mr. T. Phillipson .

N the 20th August last , writes a correspondent , this gentleman

—for he was this in the fullest sense of the word - made a

formal application to be placed on the retired list ; but it is with

regret that we have to announce that on the following day the

“ dread summons came ; and he suddenly passed away at Shrews

bury at the age of 61 from an attack of Angina Pectoris . At the

time of his decease he held the position of Postmaster of Plymouth.

Entering the service some 39 years back he acquired a somewhat

wide and varied experience. His first appointment was to a clerkship

at Worcester, whence he was promoted to the old Staff of Surveyor's
Stationary Clerks - it being his privilege to serve under that well

ON
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remembered Surveyor and disciplinarian , Mr. E. C. Burckhardt .

He subsequently filled the following Postmasterships :-Banbury,

Coventry, Shrewsbury, Leicester, Plymouth. During his early service

he acted for some nine years as Surveyor's Travelling Clerk, or what

is now termed “ Assistant Surveyor ” in the South Midland District ,

where he rendered much valuable aid in connection with the transfer

of the Telegraphs to the State, It was principally due to his

initiative that tricycles were first brought into use in the rural districts .

The Post Office has lost a hard -working, conscientious officer, and

a man of the strictest integrity . He has gone “ to the land of the

leal.” His loss will be keenly felt by a large circle of friends, official

and private ; whilst to the many members of the staff he will be

mourned as an honoured chief and a dear friend. One ready at all

times to lend a helping hand to the deserving — a large hearted

gentleman . It may be truly said that much of his success was due to

the kindly interest and friendly feeling he showed to all those with

whom he was associated .

A Fish of Letters.

HE captain of the steamer “ Benalder,” of Leith, says the

Morning Advertiser, threw overboard a bundle of 20 old letters

in the Mediterranean on his voyage to China, which have been

recovered in a remarkable manner.

Some fishermen noticing a corpulent fish amongst their catch

opened it and found the bundle of letters. They took them to the

mayor of Aguilos, a Spanish fishing town , who delivered them to the

British Consul.

He, upon examination, found only one letter decipherable ; and he

has just forwarded it to the writer, Captain Potter, the superintendent

in London, as he thought the peculiar circumstances of its recovery

might interest him .

The Cunard Agreement.

UTwe think the

hands (the leading British shipowners) , and is passed into those

of the Admiralty.”

We smother our modest blushes as we refer our readers to page

180 of Vol . XII . of St. Martin's-le-Grand, where appear the words

quoted above. As will be seen , we were dealing with the serious

nature which the continued loss to the British Mercantile Marine of

the blue ribbon of the Atlantic course had assumed , and expressed

the opinion that the Government should give encouragement to our

shipowners to build faster ships than our foreign competitors.

The sequel to this pious opinion is the recently published

agreement between the Admiralty, Board of Trade and the Postmaster

General and the Cunard Steamship Company.

The agreement is in three parts . Part I. stipulates among other

items that the Company shall

( 1 ) forthwith cause to be built for it in the United Kingdom

with all due despatch two steamships of large size capable of

“
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maintaining a minimum average ocean speed of from 24 to

25 knots an hour in moderate weather suitable in all respects

to maintain and develop the Company's line between

Liverpool and New York or other ports in Great Britain and

the United States of America :

( 2 ) carry on its business to the best advantage :

( 3 ) not unduly raise the freights or charges for the carriage of

goods in any of its services :

( 4 ) give no undue preference , in the fixing of such freights and

charges, as against British subjects :

( 5 ) receive from His Majesty's Government the sum of

£150,000 per annum-£75,000 thereof as from the date

when the first of the new fast ships before referred to shall

sail on her first voyage , and £75,000 , the balance thereof,

as from the date upon which the second such ship shall sail

on her first voyage :

( 6 ) receive from His Majesty's Government a loan equal to

the cost to the Company of the two new fast steamships

( but not exceeding in any event £2,600,000 ) at an interest

of 2 per cent . per annum , the loan to be repaid by annual

instalments , each of which shall be equal to oth of the

total amount of the advance.

Part II . relates to the carriage of Mails ; and in connexion with

it we cannot do better than quote the remarks made by My Lords of

the Treasury in expressing their approval of this section of the

Agreement

“ Part II . of this Agreement is in substitution for an Agreement

dated the 31st of July, 1899, between the Postmaster General and

the Company, providing for the conveyance of mails from Liverpool

and Queenstown to New York, and of parcel mails from , as well as to,

New York — the payments being made according to the weight of

mails carried , and the Agreement being terminable by 12 months'

notice.

The new Agreement substitutes for payments by weight a fixed

annual payment of £ ,68,000 during the currency of the contract , the

natural term of which will be 20 years from the date of the first

sailing of the second of two new steamships which are to be provided
under Part I.

Under the old Agreement the payments have increased from

£58,000 in the first year to £ ,62,000 in the latest ( round figures ) , and

in view of the further increase which might reasonably have been

expected, the subsidy has been fixed at £,68,000 a year .

Under the new Agreement the mails will be carried at a higher

average speed than at present, as the Company will be bound to use

their best ships in the service, including the two swift steamers to be

provided under Part I.

The subsidy is to cover the conveyance of parcel mails (at present

paid for separately) up to a limit of 100 tons' measurement in each

direction and in each week.
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Under the old Agreement no penalties were provided , but under

the new Agreement a proportionate deductionfrom the subsidy is to

be made if the Company fails to perform the stipulated services ."

Part III . fixes the term of the Agreement (20 years ), and relates

to other incidental provisions.

The publication of the terms of the Agreement was followed by a

chorus of approval on the part of the press and public alike ; and it is

freely confessed in the United States that the “ Morgan combine” has

been outmanæuvred. As regards the postal section of the Agreement,

we must say that, in view of the amount of the payments hitherto

made to the Cunard Coinpany for the conveyance of the mails, and of

the fact that in the next 20 years — the term of the Agreement — the

quantity of correspondence and parcels will undoubtedly increase

enormously, a splendid bargain has been made ; and we cannot speak

too highly of the acumen of the officers of the department who have

carried the Post Office case to so brilliant a conclusion .

Mr. W. W. Grant.

Mr. W. W. Grant, Chief Clerk , Stockport, whose photograph

we reproduce .

Mr. Grant joined the Service as an Auxiliary Sorter in 1862 , and

held the position of Chief Clerk from 1879 up to the time of his

MR. W. W. GRANT .

retirement on the 30th of last June. He retains to a remarkable

degree recollections of old Post Office days and reminiscences of

Post Office Officials of various grades. His tales are many, and are

told with dramatic effect. Mr. Grant has had exceptional experience,

and has seen many changes during his Official life. He has served

under five Postmasters ; and he has, on several occasions, taken sole
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charge of the Office. He might indeed have become a Postmaster ;

but for family reasons he preferred to remain at Stockport. He has

been one of the most loyal Servants the Department has ever had ;

and his old colleagues wish him long years of well earned retirement.

Mr. Grant took a lively interest in the Volunteer movement, and

for many years was a Sergeant in the Stockport troop of the Cheshire

Yeomanry. Although 64 years of age, he looks much younger, and

displays exceptional vitality. His retirement is brought about by the

failing health of his wife.

The Messageries Maritimes Steamship Company.

HIS Company is one of the great European competitors of the

Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company for the

freight and passenger traffic with the Far East ; and at the present

time, when the affairs of the British Company are so much under

discussion in connexion with the Mail contracts, it is with peculiar

interest that we receive an account of the Annual meeting in Paris

of the Shareholders of the French Company.

The result of the year's operations will not , it appears , permit of

the distribution of a dividend, there having been a diminution in the

receipts and an increase in the expenses. This condition of things

naturally caused the Chairman to be inundated with questions; and in

his reply he took occasion to make several pointed comparisons

between the circumstances of his own and the P. and O. Company.

In the first place he said that the English Company was not compelled

to convey Government passengers at a reduction of from 30 to 50

per cent . Everyone paid full rates ; and if that fact were taken into

account their receipts would have greatly exceeded those of their

competitor. With regard to freight, they had not normally the heavy

outward cargo which ballasted the English Steamers ; and in the

homeward direction they suffered because France was not a universal

market like London , Antwerp, or Hamburg .

The Chairman added that they were placed under another

disadvantage compared with the P. and O. , namely in the food of the

passengers and crew . It was the practice on their steamers as in

French hotels to supply gratuitouslywine to the passengers and wine

and rum to the crew, which represented an outlay of 950,000 francs .

Moreover, they were also compelled to engage a larger proportion of

Europeans, while the P. and O. could recruit its crews as it pleased,

and a European cost four or five times as much to feed as a Hindoo

or Coolie. Again, for a Mail contract they must have their steamers

built in France where the cost of construction was 30 or 40 per cent

more than in England .

In the course of the meeting it was announced that the Company

had decided , with a view to ameliorating its affairs, to dispense with

Government Mail Contracts and engage more extensively on “ free”

lines in the carriage of passengers and goods .

It is perhaps not inopportune to mention here that the other great

European competitor of the P. and 0. Company, the North German

Lloyd Company, paid no dividend for the past year.
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Cape Colony Post Office Report, 1902.

1902 .

10 .

January 5. Britstown to Prieska mail captured by the Boers .

February 3 Loxton to Victoria West mail captured by the enemy.

Contents examined and returned ; contractor's

clothing and four horses taken .

Do. Boer Patrol visited Wagenaar's Kraal and took

possession of two horses, two mules, and the

postcart used on the Three Sister's to Wagenaar's

Kraal route . The mails had been despatched prior

to the arrival of the enemy, and were thus saved .

April 29. De Aar to Britstown mail captured by the enemy.

On the first July the Military Censorship of mail matter through

out the Colony having been withdrawn, the making up of direct mails

was generally reverted to .”

The above-mentioned particulars are extracted from the closing

page of the long and varied war diary of the Cape Post Office.

Since the termination of hostilities there has been all round activity

in restoring affairs to the status quo ante bellum : postal routes have

been re-opened , extended , and generally re-organized , oftices re-opened,

and last, but not least, telegraph lines restored ( 1466 miles of line,

and 1833 miles of wire) .

During the year the Colonial Legislature legalized the introduction

and provided for a system of postal insurance in the inland service.

The limit of compensation has been fixed at £5 for articles upon

which the ordinary registration fee of 4d . has been paid , but , so soon

as insurance can be introduced , this limit will be extended to larger

sums in proportion to the prepaid insurance fee. It is not anticipated

that there will be any difficulty in the way of the extension of both

compensation and insurance to the other South African Colonies, and

later to oversea countries belonging to the Universal Postal Union.

We must say that the improvement has been very long in coming ;

and the sooner it is extended to the relations with the United Kingdom

and other oversea countries the better.

The exceedingly heavy mails received at Cape Town for the

Imperial Forces in South Africa before the advent of peace rapidly
tell off in bulk after that event , and had so far diminished in the

month of October as to permit of the transfer of the Military mails

to the Civil Department, the Army Post Office ceasing to exist as a

Circulation Office after the despatch of its last mail to England on

the 12th of November.

The increased figures of the previous two years in most branches

of work suffered a substantial diminution in consequence of the

withdrawal of some of His Majesty's troops. In regard to money

order business with the United Kingdom , however, there was an

increase of orders sent home of 27,010 amounting to £84,507 and
of orders received of the value of £5,966 . The total value of all

orders issued and received by the Post Office during the year was
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£3,035,958 representing an increase of £282,445 over the year

1901 .

The Revenue for the year amounted to £826,626 , and the

expenditure to £763,949 , showing a surplus of £62,677 . This

result is unfavourable as compared with the previous year ; and the

Colonial Postmaster General views with much concern the tendency

of expenditure to outpace revenue. He says with regard to the next

financial year that he estimates an actual cash loss of £ 11,000, and ,

in view of the high cost of everything in the Colony and the difficulty

felt in retaining and recruiting officers on present rates of pay, sees no

means of limiting the growth of the votes. He has , moreover, felt

compelled to recommend specially to the Government improved rates

of pay to the staff and to secure Parliamentary sanction to the

necessary further vote provision, which will add materially to ex

penditure already advancing on practically mechanical lines .

Mr. H. E. Holl.

A Holl from the senior inspectorship of the W.C. District, the

Department loses one of its too few Able-men and a most loyal

servant. Mr. Holl was not content to ' put in’the maximum amount

MR. H. E. HOLL.

of pensionable time with the minimum amount of trouble and friction ,

nor was his service in any way eye service. What he deemed to be

right , that he did without regard for aught else . No courtier was he,

to vow black to be white at bidding, nor had he the slightest care for

popularity. He was happiest when he could report simply Something

attempted , something done .' Without sentiment, so-called, but
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assuredly not without real feeling, though he did not wear his heart

on his sleeve, he impressed those who were privileged to speak with

him on unofficial matters by his power of going direct to the root of

things , and by the wide range of subjects on which he was able to

offer well-informed opinions."

Mr. E. W. Pike.

N the year 1878 , Mr. Pike began to officiate as Postmaster at the

of
twenty -five years. He has now retired under the age limit full of

years, experience and honour.

Mr. Pike's predecessor was Mr. Lawford, a benevolent looking

gentleman, says J.P. in the Daily News, always peering just over his

spectacles, and ever mooning about the lobby, for work went very

light then , i.e. , before 1878. The Post Office was then quartered in

a little square room of about eleven feet ; and the Postmaster was

assisted in the duties of the post by three clerks. Needless to say,

since Mr. Pike assumed the reins of office vast alterations have taken

place ; and the work to be done has increased enormously. In the

midst of the constant bustle, incident to the House of Commons Post

Office, Mr. Pike by his affability and devotion to duty - he has not

been absent on sick leave during his whole term of office — has gained

all-round appreciation .

A fitting close to his career was the meeting at the House of

Commons on the afternoon of the 13th of August, presided over by the

Prime Minister, at which Mr. Pike waspresented witha silver salver

and a purse of £127 . The testimonial was subscribed to without

distinction of party; and, in handing it to the retiring Postmaster, Mr.

Balfour observed, that the heavy and very responsible duties of the

office had been carried out not merely to the satisfaction of all

concerned , but in a manner to excite gratitude and recognition .

We heartily wish that our old colleague may long be spared to

enjoy his otium cum dignitate ; and we envy those who will have the

privilege of gathering round his ingle to enjoy the relation of that rich

store of impressions of past and present celebrities which must be laid

up in his mind.

St. Kitts-Nevis.

THES
ESE two West Indian Islands, which , as the Monthly Journal

puts it , retired from the stamp trade some years ago, have

now issued a new series of postage stamps. There are two designs

comprised in the series . The individual represented in the centre

of one of them is evidently intended for Christopher Columbus
inspecting the islands through a telescope . If this is the case, the

designer might with advantage have consulted his old school history

book. Columbus discovered the New World in 1492 ; but the

telescope was certainly not put to any practical use until 1609, when

Galileo presented the Doge of Venice with the first recorded instrument

of the kind .
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From South Africa .

ERE is a letter from a native postal servant which Mr. Taylor

Taswell of the Post Office, Cape Town, has sent us :

Port Elizabeth ,

25 June, 1903

To the General and Central Post Office Master and terminus ;

Dear Sir,

I take in honour and by honour, acknowledge that I am writing
to the noble and honourable man . I the herewith application for a

work if there is ; I arrived here on Monday ultimo , departed from

Basutoland I could comemyself or I should have come, but the reason

don't come it is because I don't know place I will prepare meto knock

about the town to day or else I may not be able to come the place,

secondly perhaps the order may be this not allowed to come right in ,

unless by admitted , and if there's a job for me the Master will please

answer my letter instantly in two days time. I am even or rather I'm

somehow afraid to ask the main Subject of work I have no more to
demonstrade and innumorate .

Ever Your Obedient Servant

The Postmaster will please address me in this way

(address given )

Immediately please if there is or not , so that I may be able to know .

WE

The late Mr. W. D. Herbert.

E record with sincere regret the death at his residence in

Ladbroke Grove on July 1oth of Mr. William Dickes

Herbert , Postmaster of Paddington . He was the third son of Captain

Philip Herbert of the East India Company's Service; and he entered

the Post Office as a temporary clerk in the Savings Bank in 1862 .

He became a principal clerk in that department in 1881 , but in the

interval had been often temporarily employed in surveying duties. In

1891 he was appointed postmaster of the Western Central District,

and was afterwards promoted to Paddington .

Mr. Herbert was an upright man, and an intelligent and

painstaking official. In the Savings Bank he was successively in

charge of some of the correspondence Branches. After he became a

postmaster, he took very great interest in the welfare of the boy

messengers attached to his district ; and all his subordinates liked and

respected him . His funeral took place at Highgate cemetery on July

14th, the first part of the burial office having been said at the church

he attended in Bayswater. We sympathise with Mrs. Herbert and

her children , one of whom served with distinction and was seriously

wounded during the Boer war, in the loss of an affectionate husband
and father. Mr. Herbert's many friends in the Post Office and

elsewhere will not quickly forget him .

A portrait of Mr. Herbert appeared at page 252 of our and
volume.
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The New German Cable Steamer “ Stephan ."

Stephan ” is the second steamer which our Teutonic

neighbours have built for the purpose of laying and repairing

submarine cables . The first was named the “ Von Podbielski ” ; but

this steamer was not equal to the task of laying long sea cables. We

learn from the Archiv that the new ship was launched on the 29th of

December last , and that at the ceremony Miss Hedwig Sydow ,

daughter of the Under Secretary of State to the German Post Office,

spoke some appropriate lines, a translation of which we give below :

On Pomerania's coast was reared

The herald of the flight of thought,

Who cast a band around the earth ,

And for the Empire's glory wrought.

Where wreaths are woven for the best

Thou Stephan shalt not be the least .

Thou strong ship from the Baltic shore

Pass through the waves from land to land ,

Girdle the world's circumference

With deep -laid telegraphic band .

Where Germans in world conflict vie

Proud let the flag of Homeland fly.

Pass the seas

For their honour and ease ;

With copper bands

Unite all lands.

Stephan " I name thee ;

Keep free from blame

The honoured name.

May God protect thee !

The “ Stephan " made her first voyage in the middle of May for

the purpose of laying for the German Atlantic Telegraph Company

the section of the second German -American cable between Borkum

and Fayal . This cable , which was manufactured in the North German

Marine Cable Works at Nordenham , is the first long sea-cable pro

duced by a German workshop and laid by a German steamer.

Mr. E. H. Poole.

Y the retirement of Mr. E. H. Poole the Savings Bank loses

the services of a man who has been prominently associated

with the life and work of the Department for over forty years. He

had held the post of Assistant Controller since June 1883 ; and his

advancementup to that date had been remarkably rapid. He was a

most able official, an excellent correspondent, and, as was perhaps to

be expected of a man who had held one position so long, he knew his

work thoroughly. So far as we can see, he leaves behind him no man

in the ranks of the Department who is his equal in this respect. He

had possibly faults of temperament which did not tend to sinooth his

relations with other men, and his inability to disguise a certain

intellectual scorn of those less gifted than himselfor who simply

disagreed with him often produced much misunderstanding of his

character . He was too, as an official, a man of many moods and

B
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opinions. But if he had the failings he had also the virtues of Joseph's

eldest brother. He had held a very difficult and sometimes extremely

irksome position for a great number of years ; and his honesty and

singleness of purpose were never doubted.

A portrait ofMr. Poole appeared at page 320 of our 4th volume .

John B. McGough.

M. writes to us from Glasgow as follows :—We have lately

witnessed a revival in the popularity of outdoor sport in the

commercial capital of Scotland ; and no one on the path this side of

the Border has proved a greater hero than Mr. John B. McGough of

the letter carriers' staff, Glasgow .

P.

#

JOHN B. McGough.

Mr. McGough , whose portrait we publish , is twenty-two years of

age. His talent as a distance runner was discovered at the local

Postal Sports in September, 1899 , when he secured first prizes in the

600 yards and one mile handicaps ; but more especially when he

joined the Bellahouston Harriers shortly afterwards, and won the club's

five mile novice and five mile handicap events .

His capital form was maintained throughout last year, and well

merited honours came to his credit in abundance, including many first

prizes at important meetings, besides the Scottish Amateur Athletic
Association's one mile, andfour miles championships.

This season he eclipsed all former performances by winning

eighteen first and four second prizes, and in one day the half -mile,
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mile and four miles Scottish Championships, brilliant work which

caused enthusiastic spectators to carry him shoulder high to the

pavilion .

The Post Office at a Discount.

NE of the oldest coach drivers down South , says the Advocate,

tells the following story about a late Chief-Postmaster who was

taking a coach trip round the " back blocks ” partly for pleasure and

partly to inspect some remote sub -offices. The coach drew up at a

deserted -looking spot, and presently there came into sight a scrubby

bearded man with two or three small mail bags , which, on being

handed to the coach driver, were noticed to be unsealed . The Chief

Postmaster asked the coach driver if this sort of thing were common ,

and received a reply to the effect that it happened sometimes. The

Chief - Postmaster then started remonstrating with the Sub-Postmaster,

who, in reply, said : “ What has it got to do with you ? " “ I am the

Chief-Postmaster,” was the next remark. Whereupon the “ back

block ” Postmaster said, “ Oh, you are are you ! Well, you're just the

man I've been looking for. When are you going to take your d

Post Office out of here ? ” The Chief-Postmaster, recognising that

further remonstrance was useless , beckoned to the coach driver to

drive on.

French versus British Thrift.

HE thrift of the French peasantry is proverbial ; but the

the
intended by the Daily Express, from a recent copy of which it was

clipped , to throw doubt upon the subject.----

“ Mr. Austen Chamberlain has informed Sir Howard Vincent

that the latest returns showed that depositors in the savings banks in

this country totalled 8,788,000, the amount to their credit being

£ 140,393,000, while in France the depositors numbered only

3,806,000 and their savings to £ 43,215,000."

It appears, however, from what the Postmaster General also said ,

and which the Express omitted to mention, that the conditions of the

Savings Banks in France are so different from ours that any

comparisons would be worthless. For example, no one may have an

account of more than £60 in the French Bank, whereas the limit in

this Country is £200 .

Tuberculosis in the Post Office.

NOUGH has been written in the Press and elsewhere of late

years to convince the most sceptical among us that this deadly

disease claims more victims annually in this country than is creditable

to ourselves as a highly enlightened nation . It has been established

that consumption is preventible and curable ; and it is a national

duty, therefore, to take every step that is possible to stamp out the

disease. So far as the Post Office is concerned , it is only necessary

to turn to the Postmaster General's Reports to learn that a number

of postal officers fall into the grip of the disease each year.

E
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A significant fact in connexion with the prevention of consumption

is the success which has attended the efforts of the Germans in this

direction . Our neighbours , by means of the open-air treatment , have

reduced the death rate from this disease from 38 per 1000 to 19 per

1000 in a few years. In Germany, as soon as it is found that an

individual is suffering from consumption , he or she is removed to a

Sanatorium , where in 77 per cent . of cases permanent cures are

effected in from two to three months. Dr. Alfred Hillier, an expert

on Tuberculosis, and a member of the National Association for the

Prevention of Consumption , says that German methods can be

adopted in England , and that by the aid of Sanatoria and other

means consumption can be stamped out.

We learn from Mr. C. H. Garland that a movement is on foot

among the staff of the Central Telegraph Office to combine with the

Hospital Saturday Fund in the matter of providing a Sanatorium for

consumptive patients. It is hoped that by means of a subscription

of about id . per week per officer, sufficient funds may be raised to

endow the requisite number of beds for sufferers among the staff ;

and we can only say on behalf of the subscribers of St. Martin's-ie

Grand that the movement has our sincere sympathy.

Mr. John Alexander Barbour James.

R. JOHN ALEXANDER BARBOUR JAMES, whose

portrait we have pleasure in reproducing, has recently been

appointed to the position of District Postmaster in the Gold Coast

Colony. He was born and educated in British Guiana, and , until he

M

MR. JOHN ALEXANDER BARBOUR JAMES.

received his present appointment, was engaged in the postal and

telegraphic service of that colony. In his old sphere he was noted

GG
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for his activity in connexion with both official and public matters ;

and we have no doubt that his career in the Gold Coast Colony will
be prosperous .

Mr. James was present in London on the occasion of the recent

coronation festivities as a guest of the Colonial Office .

Mail Service between Bristol and Portsmouth .

V influential deputation from Bristol recently waited on the

Postmaster General concerning the imperfections in the

service referred to ; and in the course of the interview the time

table of the old mail coach was brought before Mr. Chamberlain by

way of contrast with the present railway service .

In connexion with the matter, Mr. Tombs seized the opportunity

of contributing an article to the Western Graphic, dealing fully with

the Bristol-Portsmouth services of the past. In the course of his

article , he relates the following curious story of John Weeks, who was

landlord of the Bush Tavern , Bristol , from 1775 to 1801 and mail

coach proprietor until 1806. It appears that it was the custom of

John to keep open house on every Christmas Day. At his table on

this day every one who pleased was welcomed to sit down and feast.

When the repast was ended , honest John retired to the bar and there

his guests received his greetings and a monetary gift varying from a

crown to a guinea according to their several necessities.

" On one particular year it had been noticed during the months

of November and December, that a middle-aged man, whom no

frequenter of the Bush Inn appeared to know, and who appeared to

know no one, used to visit about noon every day, and calling for a

sixpenny glass of brandy and water, sit over it until he had carefully

gone through the perusal of the London paper of the previous

evening. On Christmas Eve, honest John Weeks, anxious that the

decayed gentleman should have one meal at least in the Bush,

delicately hinted that on the following day he kept open table.

Punctually at one o'clock, being the appointed hour, he appeared at

the Bush in his usual seedy attire . John Weeks called his head

waiter , a sagacious, well-powdered, steady man , to whom he

confidently entrusted the donation which he had set aside for the

decayed gentleman. The decayed gentleman quietly put it in his

pocket, from which he drew a card . The inscription on the card

was simply · Thomas Coutts, 59 , Strand .' Amongst the heirlooms

which she most particularly prized, the late Duchess of St. Albans,

widow of Thomas Coutts, used to show a coin richly mounted in a

gorgeous bracelet , which coin bore the name of “ The Bush Guinea .' ”

Odds and Ends.

'HERE has always been some doubt as to the age of our Editor.

He has often told us that his early days were spent in the Isle

of Thanet , but he has avoided dates. In a paragraph which recently

appeared in The Evening News the secret is let out : - “ It is surprising

to learn from the Post Office annual report that 25 millions of letters

TH



ST . MARTIN'S LETTER BAG . 447

are undelivered owing to insufficient addresses particularly when one

finds that some with very scanty addresses do reach their destinations.

A correspondent tells me that even so long ago as 1821 a letter was

put in a window of the post-office, Margate, on the 3rd of August :

* To Mr. Edward Bennett, batheing at Margate , Kent. Mr. Postman ,

plese to make inquiry conserning the above, as I have not got a proper

addres. It was eventually claimed by the right owner , after having

been exhibited there for a few days .

A
SUB-POSTMASTER had made an error in his daily cash

account , and, on being asked for a copy , said , “ Sir, I very

much regret the retched statement I have sent two ” ( i.e. , accounts)

“ of the fifth one copy as it is and one as it should be I am an old

blockhead and there and end of it . Yours &c . & c.

Sub -Pm ."

THE
HE late Sub - Postmaster of a primitive part of Oxfordshire had

a wooden leg . Since his resignation it has transpired that in

performing a minor delivery of letters he made use of a donkey and

cart . He found it difficult to get up and down ; so it was his custom

to take with him a tin bucket full of large stones. These he hurled

at the front door when occasion demanded . An original Postman's

Knock !

T a large town where Telephone business is transacted , an

, ,
was told to go into the silence cabinet and take the tubes off

( N.B.-It was in the early days of Telephony). The connection was

duly made ; but the applicant did not respond. On the Counter

Clerk going round , he found him sitting in the cabinet with one shoe

off and the other partially unfastened . He thought the Counter Clerk

told him to take his shoes off ! ”

*

THE
'HE Mexican Post Office has now arranged that the date stamps

used for cancelling the stamps on correspondence shall

include a weather forecast for the ensuing 24 hours . This is another

nail in the coffin of the ancient accomplishment of letter writing.

The pictorial postcard has already relieved the letter writer of the

necessity for describing the natural beauties of his sojourning place ;

and now the loss of that great fall-back , the weather, is in sight .
*

THI
“HIS is the message the telegraph messenger handed to him :

“ Comeas soon as you can I am dying - Kate.” Three hours

later he arrived at the distant Kurort at which she was staying, and

was met at the door by Kate herself, bright and smiling. “ Why
what did you mean by sending me such a message ? ” he asked . · Oh , ”

she sweetly said , “ I wanted to say that I was dying to see you, but my
twelve words ran out and I had to stop ! ”
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E learn from the Advocate that the New Zealand Postal

WE Depart frem has been experimentingen Zealanchinestar
automatically stamping envelopes, and that a report as tot

o its

practicability is now before the Colonial Postmaster General. A

person who wishes to post an unstamped letter places a penny in a

slot in the machine, and the letter in another receptacle, pulls a lever,

and the words “ one penny paid ” are printed on the envelope. When

the postage is 2d . , another penny is put into the slot, and the printing

process is repeated. It is stated that the Federal authorities are

satisfied that the machine will supply a want long felt by the public.

“ TH
'HE French mail was thundering along, as French mails will,

when a cry was raised from the post office car for a doctor.

A qualified doctor and an ex-deputy, one M. Gillet, sprang to the

rescue of the stricken postman, ſelt his pulse, dug him in the ribs,

administered medicine, and just saved the poor fellow's life. Was

M. Gillet decorated by a grateful Government? Was he publicly
thanked in the Senate ? Was he carried in a floral car to the Arc de

Triomphe ? No. He was fined 18s . for illegally entering the post
office car . Vice la Liberté !" (By the Ilay in the Globe.)

O
NE of the superintending officers of the Stores and Buildings

Branch of the Savings Bank Department was lately spending

a portion of his holiday in the city of Canterbury . He, of course,

visited the Cathedral, and, being permanently short-sighted and

temporarily interested in the fortunes of Thomas à Becket, was care

fully verifying the statement of the guide that the blood of Becket

was to be seen still on the floor they were treading. The familiar

voice of a colleague also on holiday at his elbow, saying, “ Are you

looking for ink stains ? ” brought him suddenly back to the twentieth

century, to recollections of West Kensington and other martyrdoms.

O
N Saturday afternoon , October 24th , a Civil Servants' Conference,

under the auspices of the Cobden Club, will be held in

London in order to discuss the fiscal proposals of Mr. Chamberlain .

Delegates are to be invited from all organisations connected with

the different branches of the Civil Service ; and there are good

prospects of a large and representative Conference.

Details as to time and place of meeting will be given later .

F any of our readers chance to have by them clean spare copies

of the April number of this year, we shall be pleased to purchase

them at ninepence per copy.

IF
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(Note . - It should be clearly understood that these lists are unofficial; but every

effort is made to render them accurate and complete.]

Promotions.

LONDON.

OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.
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,

.
.
.

.
.
. >

S.O. Bundy, C. H. Asst . Sec . S.B.D., '64 ; C.D. , 65 ;

S.O., '70 ; Prin . Clk . ,

'96

Kirkwood, Prin . Cik . 1879 ; Clk . , Ist Cl . , '99

W. G. C.

... Leonard , A. G... Clk . , Ist CI . 1883

Horne , L. T. 1883

Leech , W. T. CIK , 2nd ci. Tel., Leeds, '85 ; Clk . ,

3rd Cl . , S.O. ( Supply.

Est . ) , '94 ; 2nd Cl., '98

Francis, E. A.... Clk . , Lr . Div ., S.B. , '83 ;

Clk . , 3rd Cl . ( Supply.

Est . ) , '94 ; Asst. Regis.

trar , '95 ; returned to

S.O. , '97 ; 2nd Cl . , '98

Brown, J .... ( Supply. Clk . , Lr. Div. , M.0.0. ,

Est . ) 85 ; S.B., '85 ; Clk . ,

C.E.B., '92

Sayer , T. P.
S.O., '80 ; R.A.G.O.,

'83 ; Regy ., '91 ; Cik . ,

C.E.B. , '94

C.E.B. Philips , J. A. D. Trav . Cik . , 2nd Cl . S.C. & T., Leicester , '94 ;

Manchester, '96 ; Sur.

Trav. Clk . , 'oi ; Natal

Govt. Service , '02

Central T'phone Smith , N. L. Switchroom Manag’r S.C. & T. , Dundee , '87 ;

Exchange Glasgow, '99 ; Jr. Cik ..

E. in C.O., '99 ; Sub.

Engr ., 'o2

A.G.D.,C.H.B .' Miss C. L. De Super. S.B., '75 ; P.O.B., '81 ;

Renzi
Asst . Super . , '95 ;

Senr . Asst. Super ., '98

E.S.Wingrave Asst . Super. 1873 ; Prin . Clk ., '93

A. Sadler Prin . Clk . 1881 ; Ist Cl . , '92

A. Hayes ... Clk . , Ist Cl .
1886

» , J. B. Brown ..
1886

I. B. Sweet ...
1886

M. Harris
1886

V. I. Reid
1886

A. E. Randall 1888

P.O.B. R. Loch Sen. Asst . Super ... IS.B., '81 ; P.O.B., '82 ;

Prin . Clk . , '95 ; Asst .

Super ., '98

H.W.Bindloss Asst. Super. 1882 ; Prin . Cik . , '98

K. E. Barrett Prin . Clk . ... : C.H.B. , '82 ; Ist Cl . , '95

M. I. C. 1884 ; ist Cl . , '95

Macdonald

E. Tydemanı ..
1883 ; Ist Cl . , '96

1 )

:
:
:

9

99

99

11

2

9
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1874

1875

9

A.G.D. , P.O.B. Miss S. M. Mann Prin . Clk. 1884 ; Ist CI . , '96

J.A.Swindells Clk . , Ist Cl . 1892

W. H. James 1893

M.H.Brooker 1893

T. M. Jackson 1893

c.r.o. Edwards, A.W.. Tel . , '82 ; 3rd Cl . Clk . ,

'94 ; 2nd Cl., '97

Wadley, F. T .... 2nd Cl . ...
Tel., '84 ; 3rd Cl . Clk . ,

'96

Fisher , W. S. Super . U.K.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super ., '86

Askew, B. G. Asst . Super. 1872 ; Asst . Super ., 2nd

Cl . , '95

Tyrrell , J. G. 1871 ; Asst. Super . , 2nd

Cl . , '95

Ward , A. W. E.T. Co., '66 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super . , 2nd

Cl . , '95

Gamlin , R. E .... 2nd Cl. 1874

Geary , J. N.

Oakman, H.

Hubbard, F. J... 1876

Bond , W. J.

Halfpenny, F.H. Over . & Senr. Tel.. 1878

Cobb , W. T. 1878

Gough , W. 1878

Franks, W. E.... 1878

Kearley , G. 1878

Cooper, A. B. 1878

Halcomb, A. T .. 1878

... Jenkins, J. 1876

Cable Room Lacey, G. S. Asst . Super., Ist Cl. Sub . Tel . Co., '70 ;

G.P.O., '89 ; Asst.

Super ., 2nd Cl . , '90

Bird , T. J. 2nd Ci. Sub . Tel . Co. , '70 ;

G.P.O. , '89

Müller, C. H. ... Sub . Tel . Co., 975 ;

G.P.O. , '89

Blandford , H. B. Sub . Tel. 70 ;

G.P.O., '89

Leathley, H. Over . & Senr . Tel . Sub . Tel . Co., G.P.O. , '89

McManis, T. J... Sub . Tel. Co., G.P.O ., '89

Bruce, R. R. Sub . Tel. Co., G.P.O . , '89

Mullane, T. P .... Sub. Tel. Co., G.P.O.,'89
Harris, A. G. Sub . Tel . Co. , G.P.O., '89

Day, F. H. C .... Sub. Tel . Co. , G.P.O . , '89

Guillaume, J. G. Sub . Tel . Co. , G.P.O. , '89

Wakefield , F. Sub . Tel. Co., G.P.O., '89

Robeson , S. Sub , Tel . Co. , G.P.O .,'89

Dausques, E. F .. Sub . Tel . Co. , G.P.O .,'89

Hutchinson, F.R. Sub . Tel . Co. , G.P.O ., '89

Lemoine, A. Sub. Tel. Co., G.P.O .,'89

Lecomte, L.L.A. Sub. Tel. Co., G.P.O . , ' 89

Bouchard , J. B ... Sub . Tel. Co. , G.P.O.,'89

Mullens, E. C.S. 1880

Lange, G. F. A. 1882

Co.,

زو
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OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Smith , S. J. Over . & Senr . Tel.. 1878C.T.O. , Cable

Room

9

.
.
.

99

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

.
.
.

.
.

.
.
.

.
.

99

9

99

99

9 99

1 1882

Bradley , E. E .... 1880

Tranham, B. 1880

Desous, L. V. Sub . Tel . Co. , G.P.O . , '89

Miss K. M. T. Super . 1870 ; Asst. Super., '86

O'Halloran

G. S. Lynch . E.T. Co., '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Super ., '88

A. I. Evans... Asst. Super . ... E.T. Co. , '70 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Super ., Lr.

Gr . , '90

M.A.Thomas. 1871 ; Asst. Super. , Lr .

Gr. , '90

A. E. Hale .... 1871 ; Asst . Super., Lr.

Gr. , '91

A. E. Lee 1870 ; Asst . Super ., Lr.

Gr. , '92

E. M. Conway 1870 ; Asst . Super., Lr .

Gr. , '94

A. M. Parish . Lr . Gr. 1880

A. E. Groves. 1881

S.I.M.Keable 1881

F. R. Powell. 1881

E. M. 1892

Macnamara

E. R. Wright 1882

F. J. Brown ..

A. A. 1882

Shacklock

L. Jolly 1882

K. S. Taylor. 1882

H. E. Soundly 1882

C. R. Emery. 1882

E. E. Mearls. 1882

F. E. Gadsby 1882

D. Stansfield . 1882

A. Regan ... 1883

H. E. Wallis .. 1883

B. M. Miles... 1883

A. Hurst

H. A. Read .. 1883

E.K.Brunsden Tel , '93

( Telephones)

Hilyer , W.J. Clk . , 3rd Cl. ... Tel., C.T.O., '98 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. (Lon

don ), '03 ; CIk . , L.P.S . ,

'03

Stevenson, B. J .. S.C. & T. , Edin . , '95 ;

Sur. Sta . Clk .. '02

Bain , G. P. ... S.C . & T., Aberdeen ,'95 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in 0.0 .

( Prov .), '02

Ramsay, J. ... S.C. & T., Aberdeen , '98

Robinson, R. T .. Tel ., C.T.O., '94 ; Jr.

Cik . , E. in c.o.

(London ), '03

i
i
i
i
i

:

وو

1883
29

9

99

.
.
.

E. in C.O.

.
.
.

.
.
.
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E. in C.0 .

Engr . , ist ci.

99

9

9 99

9

?

Howlett, T. ... Clk . , 3rd C1 .... S.C. & T., L'pool, '98 ;

Jr. Clk , E. in 0.0 .

( Prov .), '02

Anson , 0 . S.C. & T. , Hull, '96

Henley, F. L. ...
***

Tel ., C.T.O., 'S1 : Test

Clk ., T.S.D., '96

Chapman, A. E .. Tel., C.T.O., 'S2 ; Relay

Clk ., Lr . Sec . , '91 ;

Engr., 2nd Cl . , '95

Wells, R. A. 2nd Cl . S.C. & T. , Dublin , 87 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in c.0.

( Prov. ) , 97 ; Sub.

Engr., '99

Brown , J .... S.C. & T. , Edinburgh ,'89;

Jr. Clk . , E. in 0.0 .

( Prov .), '97

Hunt, S. H. Jr. Clk . (London ) ... Tel., C.T.O., 92

Gardiner, H. Tel., C.T.O., °96

Scott, W. H. Tel., C.T.O., '94

Joseph, J. W. Tel., C.T.O., '95

Francis, H. J. B. 1896 : Tel., C.1.0 ., '98

Gould , V. R Tel., C.T.O., '99

Restall , W. G. Tel., C.T.O., 06

Cleaver , J. C.C. & T., W., '96

Chubbock, R. I .. Tel ., C.T.O., '95

Mitchell, W. S .... C.C. & T., E.C., '95
***

Smerdon , J. Tel., C.T.O., '06

Restall, A. T. Tel., C.T.O., '97

Bradley, E. C.C. & T., W., 96

Thorogood , B.H. Tel., C.T.O., 04

Morgan, G. H ... Tel., C.T.O., '06

Roberts, E. L.... Tel., C.T.O., '94

Edwards, C. A ... C.C. & T., 11. , '93

Ruffheaci, E J ... Tel., C.1.0 ., 'os

Martin , H. E. (Prov.) S.C. & T., Sheffield , '98

Binnington , T.C. S.C. & T., Bradford , '98

Patrick , J. S.C. & T., Edinburgh, '99

Thompson, J. T. S.C. & T., Newcastle on

Tyne, '92

Lane, J. S.C. & T., Newcastle-on

Tyne. '93

... Mitchell, W. E ... S.C. & T., Liverpool,'93

Mawson , J. Sr. , W., '93

Smiih , C. J. S.C. & T., Chislehurst,

'93 ; Bristol, '98

Clarke , A. H. Tel., C.1.0 ., 94

Gain , P. G. W Sr. , S.E., '94

Melville, E. G .... S.C. & T., Bristol, '95

Leggett, S. C. S.C. & T., Liverpool, 95

Howarth , R. S.C. & T., Manchester,'95

Brown , T. W. SC . & T., St. Ives, '96 ;

Cambridge, '98

Lomax, J .... S.C. & T., Stockport, '97

Evered , F. M ..... S.C. & T., Leeris, '97

Hall, G. W. S.C. & T., Stockport, '98

99

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

99

99

99

99

.
.
.

99

99

9

9

99 99

99
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OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

E. in c.0 . ...

Factories

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

,
,

.
.
.

Andrews, S. T.... Relay Clk., Lr. Sec. C.C. & T., L.P.S., '91 ;
( Up . Scale) S.C. & T. , Exeter , '93 ;

Relay Clk . ( Lr.Scale ) ,

'03

Johnson, F. J.... ( Lr . Scale ) S.C. & T. , Leeds, '85

Hinton , w . Ĝ.... Prin cik . 1872 ; Asst. Supg. Exr . ,

T.S.D. , '91

Watkins, W. B.. Clk . , ist Cl . ... Tel., W.C., '71 ; Jr.Clk . ,

C. of S.O. , 'So ; ist

Cl . Exr . , T.S.D. , '95

Barnes , C. L. Tel. , W.C., '75 ; Jr.Cik .,

C. of S.O., '84 ; Ist

Ci . Exr . , T.S.D., '95

Schramm , H. Tel ., E. , '83 ; Clk . , C.

of S.O. , '89 : Ist Cl .

Exr., T.S.D., '98

Clegg , A. ... 2nd Cl . ... 1878 ; C. of S.O., '92 ;

2nd Cl.Exr., T.S.D .,'94

Ward , E. ... Tel . , C.T.O., 88 ; C.of

S.O. , '92 ; 2nd Cl .

Exr ., T.S.D., '94

Toby, E. G. Tel ., C.T.O., '85 ; C. of

S.O., '93 ; 2nd Cl .

Exr . , T.S.D., '94

Cody , F. 1878 ; C. of S.O. , '93 ;

2nd Cl.Exr., T.S.D.,'94

Beak, F. G. 1881 ; C. of S.O. , '85 ;

2nd Cl . Exr . , T.S.D.,

'94

Shackleton , F .... Tel . , Leeds, '82 ; 2nd

C1 . Exr . , T.S.D., '94

Garland, W.G.S. Tel . , C.T.O. , '89 ; C. of

S.O. , '94 ; 2nd Cl .

Exr . , '95

Gellett , C.... Tel . , C.T.O. , '92 ; C. of

S.O. , '94 ; 2nd Cl .

Exr . , '97

Stephenson , H ... 3rd Cl . ... S.C. & T. , Redcar, '99 ;

Tel . , C.T.O. , '02 ;

Regy. Asst . , '02

Brolly, J. A. S.C. & T., Glasgow , '97 ;

Regy. Asst . , ' o2

Crowther, S. Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B., ' oo

Walsh , M .... Sr. , Cir . Off ., '00

Burns, W. C. Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B. , '99

Morton, F. S.C.& T., Manchester ,'98

Skeel , S. S. Sr. , Cir . Ofi ., '98

Campbell, . Sr. , Cir . Ofi., ' oo

Jack , w . S.C. & T. , Edinburgh ,

'oo ; Clk ., 2nd Div .,

¡ Factories, '02

Murton , N. S.C. & T., Glasgow , '98 ;

Regy . Asst., '02

Russell, F. Sr. , Cir. Of ., '98 ; Regy .

Asst . , 'oi

Friend, R. S. Foreman
1892 ; Asst. Foreman , '98

99

.
.
.

> .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:
:
:
:
:

99

99

92 9

.
.

.
.
.
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.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

L.P.S. Kimmins, J. W .. Cik . , 2nd Cl .... 1880 ; Clk. , 3rd Cl . ,

(Contr's Off.) L.P.S. , '93

Pidduck, W. F ... 3rd Ci .... Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B. , 'oo

Blackwell, F. Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B. , '00

McPherson , D ... Asst. CIk. , S.B. , '99;

Regy. Asst., '03

(Cir . Ofr.) Harris, R. J. Insp. 1876 ; Over ., '95

Wood , A. E. 1877 ; Over ., '93

Gay , H. E. Over . 1878 ; Sr. , '81

Marshall, W. J... 1880 ; Sr. , '83

Baxter, C. F. 1881 ; Sr. , '85

Jude, T. J. 1877 ; Sr. , '80

Tiedeman, J. 1878 ; Sr. , '82

Redish, J. F. 1881 ; Lobby Ofir ., '98

Parker , W. J. 1873 ; Sr. , '76

Beard , W. F. 1882 ; Sr. , '85

Males, C. A. 1886

Padd . Lorrain , J. Pmr. S.B., '65 ; L.P.S. , '66 ;

Ch . Člk . , E. , '85 ;

Pmr . , Norwood, '92 ;

E. , '95

E. Greer , J. , C.M.G. 1873 ; Ch. Clk. , E.,'89 ;

Pmr . , N. , '99

N. Marriott, J. H. . E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Ch . Clk . , W.C. ,

'91 ; E. , '92 ; N. , '92

E. Harborne, T. Cik . , 3rd Cl . ... C.C. & T. , W.C. , '92 ;

Regy. Asst., 'o2

E. Piffin . J. M. Over. & Sen. Tel . ..' 1875

W.C. Charrison , E. F .. 1876

N. Webb , W.... Over . 1880 ; Sr. , '86

E.C. Sanderson , F. T. Ch . Insp . of Tel. 1881 ; Insp . of Tel .

Messengers Messengers, '87

E.C. Miss B. L. F. Super ., CI . III . 1880 ; Super., CI , IV.,'99

Denyer

S.E. J. E. J. Reid CI . IV. ... 1875

Norwood E. Goring 1885

E.C. L. C. Grimes 1882

W. M.K.Bradford 1885

M.O.O. C.M.Marwood Prin. clk . C.H.B. , '88 ; M.0.0 .,

'98 ; Ist Cl . , '99

M. Rayner... Clk . , Ist Cl . S.B. , '93 ; M.0.0 ., '98

R.”.o . Booth, F. B. Exr. , 2nd Ci .... Tel . , C.T.O., '90 ; Cik. ,

R.L.O. , '99

Tansley, F. C .... S.C. & T., Lowestoft ,

'92 ; Cik . , R.L.O. , '99

Russell , J .... Cik . S.C. & T. , Glasgow, '98 ;
Regy. Asst., ' oi

Ames, J. Clk ., 2nd Div . , S.B. , 'oo

Porter , W. J. T. Sr., Cir . Of., 'oo

Bourne, E. H .... Clk . , 2nd Div . , ' oo

Joliffe, F. H. M. Clk . , 2nd Div ., 'oo

Woolley, H. M .. C.C. & T., E.C. , '94

McMorren , F.W. S.C. & T., Torquay , o ;

Regy. Asst . , 'oo

Miss A. Greenip . Asst . Super , of Retrs . Retr., °74

...

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

99

.
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OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

S.B.D.

Stores

:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Bond , W. S. Clk . , Ist Cl . ... 1881 ; Hr. Gr . , '94

Miss S. L. 1885

Hamblen

J. Patton 1890

Aldridge, J. F ... Staf of :
1874 ; R.A.G.O., '85 ;

Super., P.S.D., '94

Ogden, H. S.B. , '77 ; Clk . , C.E.B. ,

'85 ; L.P.S. , '87 ;

Super., P.S.D., '95

Foord , G. W. F. S.B., 73 ; P.S.D., '90 ;

Super., '95

Etheredge, W.J. E.T. Co., '69 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Suptg. Exr . ,

T.S.D., ' oo

Cox, H. J. Deputy Staff Off. ... E.T. Co., '60 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; C. of S.O., '82

Day , A. C. S.B. , 73 ; S.O. , '93 ;

Super., P.S.D. , '97

Allen , W. H. Clk ., 2nd Div. , '82; Exr. ,

'88 ; Asst. Supg. Exr. ,

' oo

Curtis , W.... 1874 ; Storekeeper, '97

Percy, S. W. CIk ., 1870 ; C. of S.O., '78 ;

Asst. Suptg. Exr . , 'oo

Lofthouse , J. E.T. Co., '63 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; C. of S.O., '78 ;

Asst. Suptg. Exr . , 'oo

Gudgeon , R. W .. E.T. Co., '63; G.P.O.,

'70 ; C. of S.O., '82 ;

Asst. Suptg . Exr . , 'oo

Garner, A. 1872 ; C. of S.O., '82 ;

Ist Cl . Exr . , '94

Fugeman , F. W .. 1881 ; Clk . , P.S.D., '93

Rowland , T. E ... 1880 ; Clk . , P.S.D., '94

Sparks, H. Tel . , C.T.O., '86 ; Clk . ,

C. of S.O. , '92 ; Exr.,

ist Cl . , '98

Parsons, A. A .... Clk . , 2nd Div .,R.A.G.O .,

'92 ; Clk . , S.O. , '96 ;

P.S.D., '97
Horner, F.H .... 2nd Cl . ... Tel ., ' 86 ; Jr Exr., T.S.D.,

'94

Wright, L. W. 1890 ; Jr. Exr . , T.S.D.,

Ist ci.” .

::
.
.
.

99

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

'94

Wheeler, C.

.
.
.

Merrifield, R. G.

.
.
.

Reeves, J. H.

.
.
.

Menzies, J. B.

.
.
.

C.C. & T. , '91 ; Jr. Exr.,

T.S.D., '94

Tel ., '91; Jr.Exr.,T.S.D .,

94

Tel. ,' 92; Jr.Exr., T.S.D .,

'94

1892 ; Jr. Exr. , T.S.D.,

'94

CC. & T., '85 ; CIk . ,

P.S.D., '96

Tel ., C.T.O., '92 ; 2nd

Div ., R.A.G.O., '94 ;

Cik ., P.S.D., '96

.
.
. Hewson , G. M ....

.
.
.

.
.
.

Wevell, T.

.
.
.
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OFFICE . WAME. APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Stores Parsons , H. A .... Clk . , 2nd Cl ....

Adams, G. D.

.
.
.

.

Smith , F ....

.
.
.

Bartington, W.. 99

.
.
.

Huil, H. H.

.
.
.

99
99

Headland , R. V.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

99

Guy, H. G.

.
.
.

99

... Barker, T. B.

Symons, W. H ..

Davis, E. R.

zrāci..

Oliver, A. H.

.
.
.

9

9O'Connell, J. B ..

Edmonds, A. H ..

Bower, W. E.

Coveney, D. J...

Sr. , S.E. , '94 ; Clk . ,

P.S.D., 96

Cik . , 2nd Div ., S.B. , '92 ;

Clk . , P.S.D., '96

Clk . , 2nd Dir ., S.B. , '92 ;

Clk ., P.S.D., '97

Tel . , C.T.O., '91 ; Cik . ,

P.S.D., '97

Clk . , 2nd Div ., S.B. , '91 ;

Clk . , P.S.D., '97

Cik ., 2nd Div . , R ...G.O .,

'96 ; Clk . , P.S.D., '97

Clk. , 2n1 Div ., M.0.0 .,

'93 ; Clk . , P.S.D., '97

1894; Jr.Ear , T.S.D.,'97

S.C. & T.,Devonport,'96

Cik . , 2nd Div ., A.G.D. ,

'oo

... Tel . , C.T.O. , '98 ; Regy .

Asst., 'o3

Sr. , W. , '97

Tel ., C.T.O., '98 ; Regy .

Asst., '02

Clk . , 2nd Div . S.B. , ' oo

S.C. & T., Cork , '99 ;

Regy. Asst ., '02

Clk . , 2nd Div ., A.G . , 'OI

Asst . Cik . , S.B. , '97

Tel ., C.T.O., '99

Asst. Cik . , S.B., '98 ;

2nd Div ., ' oo

Asst . Clk . , S.B. , '99

C.C. & T., 94 ; Regy .

Asst . , 'o2

Clk ., 2nd Div ., .A.G.D .,

'00

CIk . , 2nd Div ., S.B. , ' oo

Tel., C.T.O., '98

S.C. & T. , Preston , '97

Tel., C.T.O., '99 ; Regy .

Asst . , 'o2

Sr. , Padd ., '97

Sr. , N. , 97 ; Regy .

Asst . , 'oi

Sr. , Padd ., '99 ; Regy .

Asst ., '03

Clk . , 2nd Div ., A.G.D.,

99

79 9

Sloan , J. A. C ....,

Barry, J.

Glover, A. F.

Halliday, D. J ...

.
.
.
!

,Downerوو C.W. S.

Selby, S. E.

.
.
.

99 Capleton, E.C ....

.
.
.

.
.
.

99

:i
i

:

Arnold , W. G.

Sumner, J. A.

Bailey, F.

Crook , R.

:
:
:
:

Ransley, C. C. ...

Evans, H. H.

:
:

Eady, T. C. 9

Boddington , W ...

' ol

Sur. Dept. Cooper, G. P. ... Asst. Sur., 2nd C1 .... Clk . , 2nd Div ., M.Q.O.,

'87 ; A.G.D., '99

Mears, H. H. ... Clk ., 2nd Div ., S.B. , '92

Clk . , S.O., '95

Meals, J. S. Stg . Cik . , L'pool, '91 ;

M'ter., '93 ; Sur . Trav .

Clk . , 'oi

Muir, G. ... Sur. Trav . Clk . Tel., York , '90 ; Sur.

Sta . Clk . , '95

...
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OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Sur . Dept.

" !

Hayes, T .... Hd. Sta. Cik . S.C.& T., Bedford , '85 ;

Sur. Sta . Clk . , '93 ;

Asst. Hd. Sta . Cik .,'95

Rawkins, W. S .. Asst . Hd . Sta . Cik .. Stg . Clk . , Preston , '86;

Sur. Sta . Clk . , '93

Gardiner, J. Sur . Sta . Clk . S.C. & T., Stornoway,

'96 ; Aberdeen , '98

Allan, A. H. C.C. & T., L.P.S., '95

Regy. Asst . , 'o2

Gilbert, R. G. ... S.C. & T., Ipswich, '00

Cook, R. S.C. & T., Ipswich, 'oo

.

,

PROVINCES-ENGLAND & WALES.

99

99

Bournemouth ... MissE.B.Bemister Asst . Super. 1891

Cardin Sterling, J. T. ... Super. ( T.) E.T. Co., '03; P.O., '70 ;

Asst . Super. ( T.), '87 ,

Ist Cl . , '97

Longford, J. Asst . Super. , Ist Cl. 1868 ; Clk ., 87 ; Asist.

( T.) Super., 2nd Cl., '9+

Davies, S. L. Asst. Super., 2nd Cl. M.T. Co., '63 ; P.O., '70 ;

| ( T.) Cik . , '90

Jones, S. Clk . ( T.) 1881

Price , T. E. Cik . ( P.) 1885
Carlisle Grimes, J. P. Asst . Super. (P.) 1877 ; Clk . , '94
Chester Harrison, J. H.B. Clk . ( T.) 1878

East Grinstead .. Gibbs, W. A. First Clerk 1889

Exeter Westcott, J. Clk . ( T.) 1873

Falmouth Vinson, R. T. K. Ch . Cik . 1881 ; Clk . , 'oo

Gloucester Allen , R. E. Ch . Cik . 1870 ; Clk . , '82; Super,'95

Smith , E. T. ... Super. ( P.) Cardifi, 1885 ; Cik . , Car

ditt, '97 ; Asst. Super.

( P. ) Gloucester, 'oo

Vann , W. H. Asst. Super. ( P. ) 1873 ; Cik . , '85

Huggins, E. T .... Cik .. ( P . ) 1886

Kingston-on Storey, E. E. Ch . Clk . 1872 ; CIk . , '90 ; Asst .

Thames Super., 97

Hayes, A. J. P. . Asst. Super. 1884 ; Clk . , 97

Humphrey, Cik . 1883

C. G. W.

Leeds
Bebbington, B. J. Super. ( P.) .... S.C. & T. , Burnley, '80 ;

Preston , '88 ; Cik . ,

Shrewsbury, '92 ; Hd .

Sta . Clk . , '93

Leicester ... Miss M. W. Asst . Super. S.C. & T., '92

Knapp ( Telephones)

Liverpool Hastie , C. Asst . Super., Ist Cl. 1871 ; Clk . , '97 ; Asst .

( T.) Super ., 2nd Cl . , 'oo

Skillicorn , E. ... 2nd Cl . 1872 ; Clk . , '98

Rodgers, C. J. Clk . (T. ) 1881

Manchester Partington, A. Super. ( P. )
1873 ; Cik . , '93 ; Asst .

1
Super., 2nd Cl . , '93 ;

Ist Cl . , '97

Burdekin, G. S... Asst. Super . , Ist Cl. 1874 ; Cik. , '88 ; Asst .

( P. ) Super . , 2nd Cl . , '98

9

99
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OFFICE . VAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Manchester Cockayne, B. Asst. Super. , 2nd Cl. 1884 ; Clk. , '97

( P. ) !

Holt , J. W. Clk. ( P .) ... 1883

Miss B. Eyre Asst. Super. Tel. Oper ., '96

(Telephones)

Margate R. M. Searle Asst. Super . 1881

Newport (Mon.) Berry , G. Clk. ( P. ) 1881

Nottingham Hydes, F. B. 1884

Plymouth Chegwidden, T.. Super. ( P. ) 1882 ; Clk . , '92 ; Asst.

Super . , 'oi

Matthews , T. S ... Clk . ( P. ) 1882

Ramsgate Videan , P. E. Ch . Clk ....
1891 ; Clk . , '99

Rochester Mills, J. Clk . 1887

Ryde James , A. E. Ch . Clk .... 1882 ; Clk. , '90

Scarborough Miss H. F. Smith Asst. Super. 1892

South'nd -on -Sea Lillford , V. R. ... Clk . S.C. & T. , Newmarket,

85

Stafford Hulme, J. E. 1886

Stoke-on- Trent. Johnson, W. Super. 1873 ; Asst . Super . , '91

Tunbridge Wells Rofe, A. J. Cik . 1890

IRELAND

( P.)

Dublin (A.O .)... Bowesman , H.N. Clk . , Ist Cl . ... ... Clk . , 2nd Div. , S.B. , '83 ;

A.O., Dub ., '85 ; Hr.

Gr. , ' oo

Belfast Arthur, E. D. Asst. Super . and Cl. 1881 ; Clk . , '96

Hoban , P. J. Clk . ( P. ) 1883

Dundalk ... Neill , H. Clk . 1894

Enniskillen O'Brien , C. Clk . S.C. & T. , Limerick , '86

Limerick Allister, H. R. Asst. Super. ( P. ) ... S.C. &T., Monaghan,

87 ; Clk. , Enniskillen,

'02

Newry Poole , J. S.C. & T., Navan , '92 ;

Newry , '03

.
:
:

...

.
.

.
.
.

SCOTLAND.

Edin. (Stg . Off.} Ritchie, A.

, ( Tel. Off.) Banks, J. L.

Glasgow

Wilson , A.

Boldchild, T.

Cik . 1885

Asst. Super. , 1st Cl. 1870 ; Clk. , '91 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl., '97
Cik . 1882

Ch . Super. ( T. ) E.T. Co., '60 ; P.O .,'70 ;

Asst . Super. , '87 ;

Super., '94

Super. ( T. ) E.T. Co., '66 ; P.O., 70 ;

Asst . Super ., '90

.
.
. Maclagan , T.
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

S.O.... Smyth ,G.W.,C.B . Asst. Sec.

Swainson , J. Prin . Cik .

Home, C. G. Cik . , and Ci ....

A.G.D., C.H.B. Miss A. Boulton .. Super .

P.O.B.

M. E. Sweet Clk . , 2nd CI .

G. Imrie ...

C.T.O.

F. A. Clark Sr ....

Woodifield, R. J. Cik., ist Ci...

1857 ; Asst. Sec . , '93

1864 ; Prin . Clk . , '89

1861

1870 ; Asst. Super. , '86 ;

Super., '93

1888

Sr. , S.B. , '93 ; Clk . ,

P.O.B. , '93

1898

E.T.Co.,'60 ;G.P.O .,'70 ;

Asst.Super., '87; Clk .,
2nd Cl . , '94 ; Ist Cl . '02

E.T. Co. , G.P.O. , '70 ;

Super., '93

E.T. Co. , 65; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Super ., '99

E.T.Co .,'62;G.P.O .,'70;

Asst. Super., '86

M.T. Co., '64 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Asst. Super., 'or

1872 ; Asst. Super., '98

Sub. Tel . Co. ,G.P.O . , '89

Stiles, A. ... Super.

Rowland , O. ...

9 )

---
Muller, A .... Asst. Super. ...

Peal, H. R.

9

.

Boiteux, F.

( Cable Manceau, C. H ...

Room )

C.T.O. Slate , A. Tel .

Macdonald , H.E.

* Jeffery , H.W.D.

(Cable Pherivong, E.

Room )

C.T.O. Miss M.Arundel Super.

:
:
:
:

1881

1890

1898

Sub. Tel.Co.,G.P.O ., '89

.
.
.

.
.
.

Tel .

.
.
.

.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.M. W.

Hubbard

M. Mullins ..

A. M. Ely ...

M.F.

Matthews

A. Rawley

D. B. Russell

H. R. Ewart

I. J. Keith

L.P.S. , Cir. Oft. Matthews,H. Super .

Langham , B. Insp .

Reynolds, E. J ...

Broom , A. H. Over .

Lacy, H. Sr.

Nicholls, D.

"Walker, H. J.

* Eeles, A. W.

U.K.T. Co.,'64; G.P.O. ,

70 ; Super ., 94

Lon . & Prov. T. Co. , ' 59 ;

G.P.O. , '70

E.T. Co. , ' 70 ; G.P.O . , ' 70

1882

1886

1897

1900

Coventry ,'92; C.T.O.,'oi

1902

1860 ; Asst. Super . , '88 ;

Super ., '97

1860; Over.,'75; Insp .,'90

1863 ; Over.,'81; Insp .,'92

1861 ; Over. , '93

1865

1872

1900

1898 ; Sr. , 'oi

>

• Awarded a Gratuity .
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و

W.

:
:
:

... ...

... ...

L.P.S. , W.C. Holl , H. E. Insp . 1862 ; Over . , '74 ; Insp .,

'91

N. Naylor, E. G.
1865 ; Over., '79 ; Insp . ,

'94

E.C. Carter , J. ... Over. & Senr. Tel . . 1870 ; Over. & Sen. Tel . ,

'92

W. Upton , H. Sr. 1873

S.W. Mills, W. H. 1877

Reilly , W. 1884

E.C. Marsh , C. R. C .. C.C. & T. 1887

N.W .. Miss E. Tuckett .. Super . , Cl . IV. 1871 ; Super . , '98

S.W ... J. M. Greig C.C. & T. 1887

M.0.0 . K. Dimond . Prin . Clk . C.H.B. , '85; ist Cl.,
M.O.O., '98 ; Prin .

Clk. , 'oo

M.Boothroyd Cik . , 2nd Cl . ... 1901

S.B.D. Dadd , I. J. Ist ci .
1863 ; Ist Ci . , '91

Baker, A. F. 2nd Div. 1876

Edmonds, F. Pr.-Kr. 1876

* Miss I. D. Rodger Clk . ... 1900

PROVINC
ES-ENGLAN

D and WALES.

Birmingham *Wright, J. S. ... S.C. & T. 1902

Bradford Reynolds, T. 1881

Brighton ... * Miller, A. J. 1894

Bristol Miss S. E. Tippett Tel . Oper. 1896

Cardiff Bazeley , J. Super . ( T. ) E.T. Co. , '58 ; P.O. , '70

Bowles, W. S.C. & T. 1874

Carlisle Molineux , J. 1863

Story , J. J. 1887

Chippenham Pinnell, F. D. 1865

Eastbourne Miss S.E.Thomas , 1874

Fareham ... R. E. Griffin 1893

Hereford Pitchford , G. H. 1867

Kendal Graham , R. Pmr . Oxford , '62 ; Clk . , '83 ;

Asst. Super., '91 ; Ch .

Clk . , '96 ; Pmr., Ken

dal, 'oo

Leeds " Hardy, F. J. ... S.C. & T. 1896

Liverpool Lepts, L. Č. 1868

* Swainson, C. H ... 1900

* Fetherstonhaugh . 1901

MissJ.E.Forshaw E.T. Co. , '63 ; P.O. , ° 70

Ludlow ,,M.A . Valentine 1893

Manchester Madeley, H. Super. ( P. ) 1861 ; Asst. Super., ' 8o ;

Super., 95

* Drummy, N.J.... S.C. & T. 1901

Miss W. Kenny .. 1893

Middlesbrough .. F. G. Sills 1890

Newcastle-on- Paulin , J. ... 1880

Tyne

Newport (Mon.) l'entom , G. W ... Clk . 1868 ; Clk . , '87

Cooper, E. S.C. & T. 1890

Nottingham Exley , F. E. Super.

...

...

:
:
:
:

.

1

E.T. Co. , '54 ; P.O. , '70

* Awarded a Gratuity .
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OFFICE NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Penrith .... Armstrong, J. Pmr.

Peterborough ... Priestley, T. M.

.
.
.

.
.
.

M.T. Co. , '62 ; P.O. ,

Dumfries, '70 ; CIk . , '86 ;

Pmr., Kirkby Lonsdale ,

'87 ; Pmr., Leek, '93 ;

Pmr . , Penrith , '98

M.T. Co. , '61 ; P.O. ,

Huddersfield , '70; Pmr. ,

Lancaster, '80 ; Pmr.,

Peterborough, '97
1862 ; Cik . , '87 ; Asst .

Super., '91

1878 ; Clk . , '87

1864

Luton , 1879 ; Super. ( P. ) ,

Stoke-on - Trent, ' oo

Preston Warren , H. .... Asst . Super .

Stafford Adams, J. F. Cik .

Stockport Grant, N. W. ... Ch . Cik .

Stoke -on - Trent. Hatcher , E. Super.

IRELAND

Dublin

Limerick

Harte, J. W. Super .(P'st'l S’rvice ) Stg . Off., '66 ; A.O. , '71 ;

Stg.Off.,' 81 ;Super.,'90

Pedian , T. S.C. & T. 1870

O'Keetle, D. Super. M.T. Co. , '60 ; P.O. ,

Tralee, '70 ; Super.,

Limerick , '71

Pakenham , J. S .. Pmr. M.T. Co., '66 ; P.O. ,

Dub ., '70 ; Pmr., Stra

bane, '91

Miss L. Wall S.C. & T. 1871

Strabane ...

Waterford

SCOTLAND.

Edinburgh

Forfar

1877Dickson , J. S .... S.C. & T.

McDonald , G. Pmr.

Glasgow

Montrose ...

* Martin , R. ... S.C. & T.

Miss E.G.Sinclair

Cir. Off ., 1866 ; Over. ,

'86 ; Pmr., Forfar, '97

1900

1870

• Awarded a Gratuity .

HH
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME , APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

:
:
:
:

:
:
:
:

.
.
.

A.G.D. Miss E. E. Prin. Clk. S.B. , '83 ; P.O.B. , '83 ;

Elliston Prin . Clk. , '98

C.T.O. Whiteman, O. J.. Tel . 1879

E. in C.O. Frost, H. Engr., 2nd Ci. S.C. & T. , '85 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O., '95 ; Sub.

Engr., '98 ; Engr., 'or

L.P.S. , Cir. Off. Buckland , C. Sr. ... 1887

Templeman ,J.H . 1877

Wheaton, P. 1902

Padd... Herbert, W. D... Pmr. S.B. , '62 ; Prin . Clk .,'81;

Pmr. , W.C. , '91 ;

Padd . , '95

Nord.. Lawrenson ,W.D. Sr. ... 1870 ; Over ., '82

S.B.D. Miss E. Devereux Cik ., ist CI. 1879 ; Ist Cl . , '93

Birmingham Jones, E. R. S.C. & T. 1886

Carnforth Cock , J. R. 1900

Chester Roberts, G. Cik ”'( T.) E.T. Co., 67; P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk. , 'o2

Darlington Cowe, E. T. ( P. ) 1875 ; Clk . , '90

Deal ... Taylor , T. Pmr. Pmr., Sandwich, '63 ;

Pmr. , Deal, '89

Liverpool Mack , J. Y. S.C. & T. 1891

Miss M. G. 1882

Henderson

I. Stott 1890

Middlesborough Toyn, C. 1881

Newcastle -on- Atkinson , w. 1870

Tynel

Pershore ... Miss E. M. 1895

Osborne

Plymouth Phillipson , T. ... Pmr. Worcester , '64 ; Sur . Sta .

Clk ., '68 ; Pmr. , Ban

bury , 73 ; Coventry ,

77; Shrewsbury, '88;

Leicester , '92 ; Ply .

mouth , '95

Folley, S. J. S.C. & T. 1903

Ramsgate Kemp, c. ... Ch . Clk.... 1872 ; Clk . , '81 ; Ch.

Clk. , '91

Ryde Judd, C. A. Clk . E.T.Co., '65 ; P.O. , '70 ;

Clk. , '86

Sheffield ... Houseley, W. ... Asst. Super., 2nd Ci. 1872 ; Clk . , '91 ; Asst.

( P.) Super., '94

Southwell Miss E. Onions... S.C. & T. 1895

Dublin , A.O .... E. Kelly Cik., 2nd ci... S.B., '83 ; Dub ., '92

Mrs. J. A. Soffe.. 1898

Cleary, D.... s.C. & P. Ig01

Lisburn Matchett, T. 1885

Newry McParland , J. 1872 ; Clk . , '91

Glasgow Hutcheson , A. W. S.C. & T. 1900

:
:
:

.
.
.

...

...

>
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE . NAME . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Alnwick

Bradford

Canterbury ...

Chesham

.
.
.

Chester

Malone, R. K. ... Tel. , Blackpool , Preston , Bury ,

Workington ; Cik ., Workington ;

Ch. Cik ., Pmr. , Ballinasloe

Cartlidge, T. Sr. , Leeds ; Clk. , Ch . Clk . , Pmr.,

Chester

Treble, G. W. , Clk. , Lr . Div . , S.B.; Clk . , L.P.S.;

C.M.G. 2nd Cl . Clk .

Samuel, B. L. S.C. & T. , Liverpool; Sub . -Pmr.,

Chesham S.O.

James, S. A. E.T. Co. , M.T. Co. , P.03 , Glasgow ;

Asst. Super. , Super ., Ch. Super .

(T.)

Howells, T .... S.C. & T. , Bristol

Chambers, Chester ; CIk . , Asst. Super . , Pmr.,

W.H.A.B.McD . Pontefract, Wellington ( Salop )

Brown, W. S.C. & T. , Stockton -on -Tees ; Pmr.,

Barnard Castle

Moffatt, R. A. Stg . Clk . , Manchester ; Clk . , L.P.S.,

.
.
.

.
.
.

Dolgelly

Gravesend

Hoddesdon ...

Ilkley

N.

Ivybridge Longstaff, J ....

Kendal Duff, W.F....

Lincoln Cove , R. G ...

Liskeard Waters, H. R.

Ludlow Holmes, T. ...

Machynlleth ... Jones, R.

.... McDonald ,G.

S.C. & T. , Stockton -on -Tees ; Pmr.,

Shepton Mallet

E.T. Co., P.O. , Plymouth ; Pmr.,

Launceston ; Dartmouth ; Exmouth

Torquay ; Clk . ; Ch . Cik. ; Pmr.,

Kidderminster ; Aldershot ; Scar

borough

... Tel., Devonport; Cik. , Ch. Cik . ,
Falmouth

Tel., Scarborough ; Cik . , Pmr.,

Buckingham

S.C. & T., Carnarvon ; Clk . ; Pmr.,

Maryport

Newcastle ( Staff.) Donnelly , M.

Portmadoc

Tel., C.T.O.; News Distributor,

C.T.O.; Pmr. ,Walton on - Thames

Tel . , Londonderry ; Clk. ; Asst .

Super. ; Ch . Cik

E.T.Co., '67 ; P.O. , Newcastle -on

Tyne ; Clk . ; Asst. Super. (P.)

Tel ., C.T.O., Over . & Senr . Tel. ;

Asst. Super.

E.T. Co. , P.O. , Bristol ; Asst. Super.;

Pmr., King's Lynn ; Southport

Tel . , L'pool, Cardiff ; Pmr . , Ivy.

bridge

Clk . , S.O.

Tel . , Llanelly ; Clk . ; Pmr., Shaftes

bury ; Ludlow

Tel., Plymouth, Taunton ; Pmr., St.

Ives (Cornwall )

Clk . , Glasgow ; Pmr., Jarrow ; Gos

port ; Gravesend ; Douglas ; Lon

donderry

Normanton ... Ferguson , J ....

Penrith Batho, F.J ....

Reading Brown , T. P.

St. Ives ( Cornwall) Evans, E.

Scarborough

Shaftesbury ...

Shepton Mallet

Coates, A. W.

Romano, A. E.

Gould , G.

Southport Fraser, A.



464 POSTMASTERS APPOINTED .

OFFICE. NAME . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Stamford

.
.
.

ville ...

Waterford ...

Bing, J. F. Tel., Canterbury ; Ch . Clk . ; Pmr.,

Sittingbourne

Killinder, W. H .... S.C. & T., Gorey ; Galway

Wagner, W. H. E.T. Co., P.O. , Banbridge ; Clk . ,

Dundalk ; Newry ; Londonderry ;

Pmr . , Killarney ; Asst. Super. ,

Dublin ; Pmr . , Newry

Black , A. Tel . , Edin . ; Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B. ,

A.O. , Dub.; S.O. , Dub . ; Cik . ,

3rd Cl . , S.O., Lon .

Forfar ...

.
.
.

.
.
.

ABBREVIATIONS.

Acct . , Accountant ; Asst., Assistant ; C.C. & T. , Counter Clerk and Tele

graphist; Ch . , Chief ; Cl., Class ; Clk ., Clerk ; Cont., Controller : Div . , Division ;

Engr., Engineer ; Exr. , Examiner ; Gr . , Grade ; Hd . , Head ; Hr . , Higher ;

Insp ., Inspector ; Jr. , Junior ; Lr . , Lower ; Offr ., Officer ; Over . , Overseer ; P. ,

Postal ; Pn ., Postman ; Pmr. , Postmaster ; Pms., Postmistress ; Pr.-Kr. , Paper

Keeper ; Prin ., Principal ; Prob ., Probationary ; Prov., Provinces i Retr.,

Returner ; Sec . , Secretary ; Sen. , Senior ; S.C. & T., Sorting Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Sr. , Sorter ; Stg., Sorting; Sta . , Stationary ; Supply ., Supplementary ;

Sur., Surveyor; Super., Superintendent or Supervisor ; Tech. , Technical ; Tel.,

Telegraphist ; Temp., Temporary ; Tr., Tracer ; Wtg. , Writing .

1



HIGHER CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS.

Special Tuition for the Above, Privately, in Class, and

by Correspondence, at

24 , CHANCERY LANE, W.C.,

BY

Messrs. J. GIBSON (First Class Camb. )

AND

C. LOLY (First Class Lond. U. )

Assisted by a Large Staff of University Graduates and others.

Resident Pupils are received at Upper Norwood.

RECENT SUCCESSES INCLUDE :-India Civil Service - T . C. Hodson, 27th

( First Trial) ; C. F. Payne, 45th (First Trial); O. D. Skelton ( First Trial).

Home Civil Service, Class 1.-R. Court (First Trial). India Police - A , F. R.

Begbie, FIRST ; H. C. Daniel , 8th (First Trial) ; J. B. Jenkins,9th. India Woods

and Forests — D . Barry, Proxime- Accessit. Student Interpreters (China , Japan ,

and Siam)-W. P. Thomas, FIRST ( First Trial) ; G. Pearson, FIFTH( First

Trial) ; December, 1900, A.G.Major, SECOND ; W. B. Fletcher, 7th ; H.Horne,

SEVENTH ; also gth ,lith, 15th, 16th, 19th , and 23rd places in April, 1899,

Examination (i.e. , 6 out of 7 pupils sentup in First Half of the List) , including

FIRST Place in Latin , SECOND in Latin , FIRST in Arithmetic, SECOND

in German , SECOND in Geography ; Turkey and the Levant - E . G. Lomas,

FIRST ( First Trial) ; A. B. Geary, SECOND (First Trial) ; G. Toulmin ,

THIRD ( First Trial);E. M. Toulmin, FIFTH (First Trial) ; FIRST in Latin ,

FIRST in Greek , FIRST in English Composition; also FIRST Place in Navy
Medical Examination. West Indies Consular Service - H . A. Ramsden (First

Trial) ; B. G. Michell (First Trial). Supreme Court of Judicature -- S . Geary

(First Trial). Legacy Duty - E . T. Dixon ,FIRST ( First Trial); E. T. Hopkins,

SECOND (First Trial) ; B. Isherwood, THIRD ; E. M. Miller, FIFTH (First

Trial ) ; G. D. Crowther,SIXTH ( First Trial) ; H. P. C. Skingsley, 7th ( First

Trial) ; C. O. Vernède, 7th (First Trial) ; C. H.C. Watson, 14th (First Trial) ;

J. B. Birch, 5th (First Trial) ; C. W. Tytheridge, 14th ( First Trial) . Assistant

Surveyor of Taxes -- J. E. Long, 9th place ; T. Hayes, 13th place (First Trial) ;

W. Coman (Correspondence Pupil); R. E. Brierley ( First Trial). Admiralty

( Supply and Accountancy)--J. T. Hewetson, 9th. Student Interpreters ( Turkey

and Levant),October, 1901—E . G. Lomas, FIRST (First Trial); A. B. Geary,

SECOND (First Trial). Also 4th and 6th Places in the same examination .

Second Division . - A . W. Gaze ( First Trial ) ; W. Nops ( First Trial).

** The “ State Correspondent" ( 2d. Monthly ) gives up - to -date

particulars of all Appointments. ONE GUINEA Prize offered in

each Number,

*** In January and July of each year a Special Prize of FIV

GULVEAS is offered for competition.



The Civil Service
Has stood .FOUNDED time.the test of

1877

Mutual Furnishing Association Ltd.
MANAGED BY CIVIL SERVANTS FOR CIVIL SERVANTS.

15, CHARTERHOUSE STREET , LONDON, E.C.

Reduced Rates of Interest from July 1st, 1902.

GOODS may be SELECTED from many WELL -KNOWN FIRMS, in

Town and Country, connected with the Association , at their CASH

PRICES, and paid for by EASY INSTALMENTS.

FURNITURE, CARPETS , PIANOS, CLOCKS, BICYCLES,

Etc., Etc.

Handsome 4 ft . 6 in .

SIDEBOARD ,

in Walnut,

Mahogany, or Oak .

Bevelled Plates ,

and Polished .

REGISTERED DESIGN

2841 B.

SPECIAL CASH PRIGE

£5 12s.,
OR

TWELVE MONTHLY

PAYMENTS

at 10s. each .

Before going else

where, ask

THE SECRETARY, H. A. PASCOE, 15, CHARTERHOUSE STREET,

for an order to view .

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED . LISTS, & c ., ON APPLICATION.

W.P. GRIFFITH & Sons LIMITED , General Printers and Stationers , Old Bailey, London , E.C.
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RETURN TO the circulation desk of any

University of California Library

or to the

NORTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY

Bldg . 400 , Richmond Field Station

University of California

Richmond, CA 94804-4698

ALL BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS

• 2 -month loans may be renewed by calling

(510 ) 642-6753

• 1 -year loans may be recharged by bringing

books to NRLF

• Renewals and recharges may be made 4

days prior to due date

DUE AS STAMPED BELOW

JUN 20 1997

12,000 ( 11/95)
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